LGBT History Month Formal Pre Launch - 19th November 2009, British Museum

Report by Annie Beaumont and Amy MacMillan
The main event of the day – the History Month Formal Prelaunch - kicked off at 6:30 in a packed BP Theatre, with a swift and witty intro from the fabulous MCs, Elly Barnes and David Watkins: impromptu comedy double-act, superstar teachers and LGBT History Month (LGBT HM) Committee Members.
Welcome - Andrew Burnett, Assistant Dir, Brit Museum (BM)
Andrew Burnett , who celebrated 35 years at the BM the day before the Pre Launch, welcomed all with a “huge pleasure and privilege” to the LGBT HM Pre Launch. He spoke of how excited the BM was to be involved with such an event and told the audience how, for him, the BM is a great place for “learning about other societies from past and present” and stands for a real understanding of all cultures, ways of living, different systems of social organisation, and “for a sense of appreciating diversity”.  As such he said he felt that this sort of event was “just perfect for the BM.” 

Burnett’s introduction to the evening was concluded with the ceremonial passing of the History Month commemorative plate from last year’s prelaunch venue Hackney Free School to the BM.

MC David Watkins told the audience about A Day in Hand and Same-Sex Hand Holding Saturdays (sshh), a sister project of LGBT HM, see http://www.adayinhand.com/ and introduces...

Speaker 1 - Ben Bradshaw MP, Stonewall Politician of the Year
As Ben took to the stage he held hands with David for the above campaign and David joked with an air of seriousness that “now we need to do it in front of a group of straight people” (shout from the audience received with laughter – “Yeah, in Barking!” )
Ben then hesitated before continuing  as he checked humorously: “have we got regular media here or are we all friendly …?”
He began by highlighted that “...we [the UK]  have a reputation as one of the most creative and culturally interesting countries in the world”.  Furthermore,  “in a large part it’s thanks to the cultural communities in this country that 30 years after Harvey Milk became the first openly gay man in public office that I am seen as politician who happens to be gay – not a gay man who is a politician.” 
Ben expressed his joy at this position and went on to say that, although we have fought hard not be defined buy our sexuality but to be accepted for it and that a lot of battles, such as the repeal of Section 28, have been won; there are still a lot of battles to be fought. On this note he mentioned the recent homophobic murders in London and Liverpool which starkly demonstrate that we do still have a way to go and therefore the vital importance of LGBT HM. 

We have come a long way, he said, and now have one of the best legal frameworks in the world for equalities. However, people young and old are still living in fear of bullying and prejudice and homophobic bullying is still a massive issue in our schools. It is, he said, no coincidence that the Pre Launch coincides with Anti-bullying week.  We now have to work on hearts and minds. We can do this through culture, added Ben, expressing his delight that cultural institutions such as the BM are now taking on these battles. He highlighted recently successful exhibitions and artists: Hadrian/Hockney/Alan Bennet for example.
Ben thanked Sue Sanders and Tony Fenwick for their work for LGBT HM, whom he said do a “vital and extraordinary job” and the BM, in particular Laura Phillips, for hosting the day. He set a challenge for the whole of the cultural sector to continue the trend and make this the biggest LGBT HM yet.  
Ben concluded by saying:

“We need to make sure we’re now properly acknowledging people’s sexuality as part of their genius and achievements as whole people – accepting their sexuality, but not defining them by it”.

“The cultural sector has traditionally swept the rest of society along in its wake on equality issues and LGBT HM is a chance to put our foot down even harder.”

Inspiring as it was, many commented that Ben’s speech was far from inclusive. His heroes and victims were all white, able bodied men and it was disappointing to hear a key speaker endorse LGBT History Month but omit to mention L or T. He acknowledged that Hadrian may have been bisexual, but otherwise the B was left out as well. 

Speaker 2 - Cllr Keith Moffitt, leader Camden Council
Cllr Moffitt welcomed all to the” heart of Camden” who are very proud to have the BM in their borough and who are also “very proud to be a diverse and tolerant borough with one of the biggest LGBT populations in the country”.
Earlier this year in Camden Cllr Moffitt spoke at Holocaust Memorial Day about LGBT people’s fate in the concentration camps. He expressed here the importance of having a sense of history that goes back beyond ten or twenty years  ago and of holding on to the tragic histories of LGBT people.  He also spoke of his own strong sense of himself as a gay man who has lived through his own era with his identity and the atmosphere he grew up in, where as a teenager it was still illegal for him to be gay.
Cllr Moffitt, like Ben Bradshaw, reminded us all of the homophobic near-murder of a policeman in Liverpool recently and of Trans woman Destiny Laurence; murdered in Kentish Town due to her ‘alternative gender’. These incidents, he said, “remind us that society still isn’t as tolerant as we would like it to be.”
Cllr Moffitt spoke of his pride in Camden LGBT projects, in particular the LGBT forum run by Lou Hart (next speaker) with whom he works closely on this project, which Camden Council help fund.  Camden also has a ‘Social Cohesion Forum’ which brings together people from different ethnic backgrounds and faiths.  Lou was invited to join that forum to provide an LGBT voice in a space where it is often uncomfortable to talk about LGBT issues. Cllr Moffitt directed the audience towards a publication by the Camden LGBT Forum called ‘A Lifestyle Choice: Myths and Facts about Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans People’ – an excellent publication designed to de-bunk myths such as the ‘Pink Pound’. The report demonstrated amongst many other things that LGBT people are 14 times more likely to self-harm or commit suicide, again demonstrating that we will have a long way to go.

Cllr Moffitt concluded by saying:

“I am so pleased to see so many young people here today. I think it’s vital for young people to have a sense that the world is changing so rapidly, that it hasn’t always been like this and it may not be perfect...but it has got a heck of a lot better.”

Elly Barnes introduced the next speaker, with whom she held hands and ‘invented’ lesbian hand holding Thursday!
Speaker 3 - Lou Hart, Camden LGBT Forum
Lou began by expressing how wonderful it is to be here in the BM, which is very supportive of the LGBT community in Camden.  She highlighted the brilliant exhibitions the BM puts together and describes how ever since she was a young child the BM has always been a special place for her – where she was drawn to the rather macabre exhibits.  She said:  “We are in a treasure house of Culture and Arts and History, a treasure house that celebrates the traditions of different societies. It’s living proof of the need for us to do the same.”

LGBT HM is needed, She continued, because without it there is little record of the lives of LGBT people: “Without history, culture and art we cannot have a true sense of who we are or where we have come from – we cannot learn from the past and we don’t know what has happened to other people”

Reiterating what previous speakers have highlighted, she stated: “We have a long way to go before we achieve full equality.”

Lou highlighted however, that some of the freedoms we desire have in fact been held previously in societies, for example in Weimar culture.  She added that some of the injustices that we have overcome in the UK are still being suffered by LGBT people in other areas – and that LGBT HM gave us an opportunity to look at all these things.

Lou gave us all a stark reminder that even a group of liberal LGBT supporters are often undereducated about our past and that currently LGBT people are often invisible in the public record. For example, how many people know that when the extermination camps were liberated, many of the gay men in them were arrested as criminals? Who knew that the majority of the workers in the Berlin phone exchange in 1920s were lesbians? Who knows about the cemetery in London for ‘outsiders’ – sex workers, people outside the law, people looked down on by the rest of society, some of whom are our people and finally; how many people know that Oscar Wilde drank in the Forum’s local pub!  All these things are important in our history yet this is not shared knowledge. 
Lou stated: “It is true that there are improvements, some things are more accessible both to do and to be and to access, but there are some huge gaps in knowledge of our own histories and in our understandings of what is happening to other people.” For example the struggle for Trans equality is not well documented, “much of lesbian history is unrecorded and bisexuality is not even mentioned.”

Lou continued - Our cabarets, marches, demos, books, badges, articles… are often unavailable. We all in our communities have our own recollections, places, performances we’ve loved, actions we took part in, but no record exists. We are making history now – today.  Lou highlighted many things that we all have our own recollection of in LGBT history but that these are not recorded - “the performers are gone and the music is silent...It is therefore crucial to acknowledge that we are creating history now, today, here and LGBT HM gives us the opportunity to do that.”
Camden has had for the last 3 years the biggest programme of events for LGBT HM with on average over 30 events in February. In that time Camden has seen International lesbian football teams and explored the fabulous story  of Lily Parr, one of only two female and lesbian footballers in football’s hall of fame. There has been a swimming club for trans people, their friends and supporters, the biggest queer film programme anywhere and an LGBT outsider art exhibition. Camden has worked with Age Concern groups, run Valentine ’s Day dances at the Black Cat, guided walks, and worked with IraqiLGBTUK to publicise murders of LGBT people in Iraq, and much more.
As a consequence of all these events, Lou has seen more and more organisations  that are not strictly LGBT taking up the banner for LGBT HM and getting involved, for example the Petrie Museum of Archaeology and the London Wildlife Trust. Next year the BM will run LGBT Film Day, where films related to LGBT themes will be shown and the new LGBT trail launched today by the BM will be incorporated - and there will be talks at British Library on LGBT links in collections there.  So there is a trend of mainstream organisations becoming involved in LGBT HM – “We are becoming visible.

“History Month is opportunity for us both to get to know our past...to discover what others in our communities are doing and to celebrate our current achievements. It’s an opportunity for us to have our say.” 
Lou concluded by thanking Sue and Tony, all the organisers, funders, exhibitors and volunteers who make LGBT HM happen.
David Watkins re-took the stage and reminded the audience that we must not forget about the power of children in LGBT HM work. Only this morning, whilst conducting a bullying lesson David showed pictures of people who might be bullied – gay men holding hands. “Why do you think they might be bullied?” he asked. A boy put his hand up – “They’ve got last year’s trainers on!”  Another – “Yeah, no-one wears them anymore!” – a perfect demonstration of the power of young people “(who have a) huge part to play in promotion of LGBT lifestyles, in the acceptance of a sexually diverse society that they have grown up in. The children of today will be the pioneers of the future. And so it’s very important that we honour those children and the young people, the teenagers and the young men and the young women throughout the year for the work they do on behalf of the LGBT community.” 
And with that David introduced the next speaker to present a Diana Award to Ben Hall, who has worked tirelessly for the LGBT community.
Speaker 4 – Diana Anti-Bullying Award presented by Maggie Turner
Maggie began by saying what “a privilege [it is] to be here and presenting a Diana Award to a very special young man.”

She informed the audience about the Diana Awards - award holders are young people who “make an outstanding and selfless contribution to their communities without seeking reward or recognition for themselves and who will change society for the benefit of all”. She spoke of how it is a humbling and inspirational experience judging the competition and meeting these young role models.
There is the Individual Award, the Certificate of Excellence for groups of young people and the Anti-Bullying award for “individuals and groups who actively work to prevent bullying in their schools and in their communities”. It is this Anti-bullying award that “gains a very special new award holder today” – Ben.

Ben, 16, has been involved with Schools Out for two years “volunteering his time to support young LGBT people who are particularly vulnerable to be bullied...he has become an inspirational role model and representative of the LGBT community.” He volunteers for LGBT HM and supports vulnerable and bullied young people, working tirelessly to help them. He has set up a student tool-kit for all schools which can be found on the Schools Out website http://www.schools-out.org.uk/. He has made presentations, run workshops and played an enormous part in the Pre-Launch, in Anti-Bullying week and in activities with the Young Anti-Bullying Alliance. Schools Out and all at the Diana Awards are both very proud of everything Ben has done. 

Maggie introduced  Ben Bradshaw MP. Back onto the stage to present Ben with his award and Ben made a brief, sweet and humorous thank you speech in his usual unassuming manner!
Elly Barnes introduced Dr Richard Parkinson, BM studies in Egyptian Culture, currently researching sexualities in that culture , Elly jokes -  “Maybe we’ll find out whether Egyptian children could have two Mummies”…. Ho ho ho ….
Speaker 5 - Dr Richard Parkinson; BM studies in Egyptian culture

Dr Parkinson opened by saying: “We are delighted today to be hosting everybody and also to launch the Trail of LGBT identity on the BM website. This new Trail on same-sex desire, to be shared with Untold London and Culture 24 went live today online (http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/themes/same-sex_desire_and_gender/introduction.aspx) and will remain part of the BM’s permanent collection joining other Trails on the BM website offering access to objects in the collections “exploring fundamental cross-cultural themes”. 

The Trail includes the Warren Cup, depicting same-sex desire, acquired in the late 1990s since when it has been on permanent display, the busts of Hadrian and his lover Antinuous which are “some of the most romantically powerful images in the entire museum” and 21 other artefacts reminding us of the sheer depth of the societies depicted in the objects which show “...that different cultures construct love, gender and sexuality in many different ways.”

Dr Parkinson talked about how we need to acknowledge the uncertainty of history as well as celebrating it and he highlighted that the earliest known chat-up line in human history was between two men in an ancient Egypt papyrus. He continued; “How we represent the ancient and comparatively recent past affects the way in which we construct and live the present” and that at the BM they remain anxious to show the range of different desires across all cultures.

The highlighting of such facts is necessary, particularly when hate crime is again on the rise. Furthermore, the objects on display teach us about a range of genders and cultures, which are not, as is sometimes claimed, European or modern phenomena. LGBT history may not always be as obvious as in Ancient Athens, Dr Parkinson said, but it is there and can be recovered. Men, unfortunately, he said, have tended to dominate the artefacts the BM have with a few notable exceptions such as Sappho and “women’s desire is often much less visible in our objects”.

The Trail also serves to remind people that gender categories are much less fixed in other places and times and much more nuanced and the BM hopes that the Trail will “encourage the viewer to appreciate the different constructions of desire and identity in different cultures and languages - a reminder that there are today thankfully , many different ways of being LGBT.”
Dr Parkinson took this opportunity to remind us that William Wolfenden was a previous Director of the BM and that many who have contributed to the BM have an important place in LGBT history, such as the collector William Banks, who was driven to exile in the 19th century and made a significant contribution to BM collections.

The final item in the Trail is the 2010 LGBT HM badge available to buy at: http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/supportus.htm 

Dr Parkinson concluded by stating his desire that LGBT HM and the new Trail help people realise that we are as integral to the history of humanity as anybody else – we always have been, and always will be.  This close was greeted with rapturous applause.

Speaker 6 – Vernal Scott from Rukus! Performance Arts group who present the work of LGBT artists nationally and internationally http://www.rukus.co.uk 
Vernal opened by speaking of the “diversity of us as LGBT people” and he expressed his concern that in all we do we must remind ourselves that some challenges remain within our own communities and wider society. He said “black LGBT people are almost invisible...” This was greeted by a shout from the audience “We’re here, baby, we’re here”  to which Vernal responded “I’m so glad that you are”.

He spoke personally of his pride around LGBT history month and how, growing up as a black child, it was clear to him very early on that within his own black - and particularly Jamaican - community he would have been more popular  if he were a murderer than gay - “those challenges are still here today” he said. He added that he personally wouldn’t go to certain parts of London and hold hands with a male partner, since in some places even in the UK this is still very dangerous. He recently moved to Hampstead from Kentish Town, which he said was, “akin to  moving to San Francisco from Zimbabwe”.  So once more, the audience is reminded that there is a lot more work to do across London and further afield.
Vernal described how he is not only gay, but he’s black, a Christian and a dad of 2 children. He stated how it is vital that we make sure that schools are aware that gay people don’t become gay at 16 - “Some of us are aware of our sexuality at 7 and perhaps earlier sometimes and it’s very important that we are inclusive of all families”. He continued: “It’s important that we challenge those systems that perpetuate the myth that LGBT people out there are different – we are PART of society”.

He expressed his full support for LGBT HM, but that he feels it needs to be joined up with other campaigns and needs to be 12 months in the year where we are talking about ourselves, LGBT people, black people, disabled people, as people of faith etc. - “there’s no point in looking after my needs as a gay man and not looking after my needs as a black man, or a disabled person etc.; it has to be linked.” He talked about individuals in communities today who will never come out of the closet and that LGBT HM and Stonewall need to look at making changes in Black communities – “so we have a lot of work to do still”.

Rukus! aims are to create Black LGBT archives which is clearly necessary and they would like it to be joined with the whole community’s archive and LGBT HM - “ My wish is that it’s joined, we are in this together and we are not a separate community”.
Vernal then mentioned ‘Christian Voice’ who were campaigning outside the BM during the day and handing out  anti-education leaflets.  Vernal wanted to make it clear to ‘Christian Voice’ – as a black gay man, “I’m not giving up my Christianity to be like this.” This strong statement of identity was greeted with spontaneous applause. He continued “When a gay Christian organisation produces literature, it talks about God’s love and his love for everybody...this leaflet talks about sexual practices and parts of the body that aren’t meant for sexual activity –I just want to know  how do they know about this…. And how do they get it so badly wrong!?”
Vernal concluded:

“I feel very proud to be a gay man. I hope that my children will be proud of who I am and what I do and I hope that you all feel very proud of our history and the past, the present and where we are going - the future’s going to be much better than the past – and  that what really excites me.”
Speaker 7 - Imperial War Museum North – “Military Pride” – James McSharry and Catherine Roberts
James began by saying that he and Catherine were here to talk about the project ‘Military Pride’ – the aims, the rationale and the content. The aim of Imperial War Museum (IWM) is to represent every person who has fought in military battles. 
James and Catherine are from the learning and access team at Imperial War Museum North (IWMN), where they have been delivering LGBT Gallery tours for five years as part of the visitor programme.  However, they had to search really hard for any materials that depicted LGBT people - and during these searches found no first hand testimonies from LGBT service people. 

Therefore they put together a proposal that this testimony be collected and archived into IWM. They were given the green light by trustees Jan 2008 and an opening date of July 2008. 
They put out a call in local papers, gay press, and throughout LGBT Month 2008 to LGBT people who were serving - or who had served - and 12 people, male and female, responded, among them people who had served in the past and those who were still serving. 

Having introduced why they embarked on this project – a lack of LGBT visibility in military archives -  Catherine then talked the audience through how they  did it. She said, “We made great relationships with the pink press and also the mainstream press and media; possibly not the Mail on Sunday, but you can’t have everything!”

Catherine and James visited local gay businesses and venues across Manchester, posting flyers and networking and they also strengthened relationships with some key partners – Manchester Pride; LGBT HM/Stonewall and the Ministry of Defence LGBT forum, which is for people in the armed forces who regard themselves  as LGBT. They also had much help from archival and curatorial colleagues. 
Within Three months they found twelve brilliant people who wanted to tell their stories and were happy to have their portraits taken. Extracts from their stories were to be used in the exhibition alongside these portraits. During the interviews Catherine and James were “welcomed into people’s homes and some people spoke for twenty minutes; others for over five hours and it was an honour and a privilege and an education for both of us.” All that audio material is now in the archives of IWMN and it’s also been transcribed into hundreds of thousands of words telling these stories that “we thought weren’t there and they are there”.

In addition to the audio recorded testimonies and portraits, the project also included a film project, which is on permanent display in Manchester.  At the exhibition they also displayed a timeline of legal and social changes to help people put these personal stories and experiences in context. This graphically shows the difference between participants who are in their twenties in the armed forces compared to being 78 and having been in the armed forces. Stonewall and the MoD helped to backfill gaps in knowledge about the changes in legislation and, with ever changing legislation in mind, they left it to the very last minute to complete as they wanted it to be reactive.  
“We were able to respond to breaking news”, so for example they responded to current case of Trans woman vs. armed forces in a grievance case and in fact this was particularly useful because none of the 12 respondents were Trans, so this became the sole representation of Trans in the exhibition. Increasing visibility was the main purpose of the exhibition, as one of the participants said “I don’t want to hide anymore …” – this comment perfectly sums up that goal of the exhibition.
The exhibition opened in July 2008 and was linked to Manchester Pride. James went on to talk about the legacy of the project, which for James and Catherine was as important, if not more so, that the exhibition itself. That legacy has included the provision of resources, archive material and a permanent piece in IWMN. The Veterans North group has been diversified due to the project and the project has also helped diversify partnerships and audiences and it has strengthened  links with other archives across the UK.
In 2009 the legacy of the project has continued, with gallery tours running through LGBT HM. They worked again with Manchester Pride 09, where at Cultural Pride night there were speakers from different museums speaking on LGBT cultures. 

They are very fortunate to be funded by AGMA (Association of Greater Manchester Authorities) which has enabled them to tour the exhibition throughout the North West. Next week they are taking the tour into a Prison in association with Gays and Lesbians in Prisons (GALIP) and tours will continue throughout 2010 - please get in touch if you would be interested in hosted a tour.

David spoke of his supportive father who was a soldier and introduced the theme of family:
Speaker 8 - London Metropolitan Archive – Jan Pimblett
Jan began by saying that London Metropolitan Archives (LMA) are not part of London Met University and that’s she’s not a policewoman – two often held misconceptions about LMA and her job!
LMA are funded by City of London and for the past 7 years they have hosted an annual conference which Jan states “is more than just a conference”. This started when Jan’s boss waved a book at her by Alan Bray - Homosexuality in Renaissance England – and tasked Jan with finding LGBT related archives which had previously been hidden and bringing them to the surface of collections. As she said, “archives are very interesting and they hide things. Therefore we have to learn how to ask different questions and get people to put different things into collections.
Jan showed the audience a number of objects from the archive as it now stands, for example: witness statements about homosexuality as a criminal act; stickers;  posters  and cartoons and she spoke of how important it is for LGBT people everywhere to share their personal histories in such archives, so that we can create our own history and it “comes to a place where people can share it and learn from those stories”. We were all encouraged to preserve, share and show our histories.
The conference was an unknown project the first year it was held, so it was moderately advertised. However, 60-70 people came that first year and now they fill their entire reading room with well over 100 people each year. The conference is more important than one day a year: “It’s about generating activity and energy. It’s become a little engine for people’s projects and ideas, and for us to help people and support their projects as well”.
For example, out of the conference, Birkbeck are now running a Queer History adult learning course. This is a great demonstration of how the project is part of the LMA mentoring program, linking with numerous other projects and has always been in the middle of what LMA do as an archive. “We will always just do history... It isn’t LGBT History, it’s just history and we’re all joined together” – this is really crucial.
Each year the conference has a different theme; there has been one on family history and another on Trans for example. LMA has developed a relationship with Brighton Our Story and this is another great example of how we can all work together. LMA has offered them support around conservation, presentation and how to manage the archive.

Jan told how people are sometimes anxious about giving their possessions to a big formal institution and LMA understand and recognise that, as well as knowing it’s crucial to preserve these archives and to make sure voices are there in one hundred years, two hundred years and beyond.  
This year picking up on threads that people have started to talk about, the conference is called Flights of Fancy – 5 Dec 2009. Themes have come up this year around censorship, e.g. debates around the Shout exhibition in Glasgow - and they have both sides of this debate coming to talk at the conference. 

The conference is a “powerful means of changing ideas, getting people talking to each other, but most important... preserving the story and looking after those stories”.
 Jan concluded by encouraging us to write letters, print photos, and “send them to people who are not even born yet, so they can hear what you have to say about what’s happening now.”
Speaker 9 - Tola Dabiri, Museums, Libraries, and Archives Council (MLA)
Tola started her brief presentation by describing how MLA is “extremely committed to equality and diversity” and supporting all projects that promote this. The MLA believes that everyone should be able to access the “wonderful treasures in our collections regardless of their sexual orientation”. They have introduced schemes to increase diversity on cultural boards and they feel we need to be able to tell the full story of the people who made and are portrayed in the Archives.

Some great examples are the ‘Hello Sailor’ exhibition;  the London Museums ‘Queer is Here: Pride and Prejudice’ exhibition; The National Archives ‘Out There’ and many public libraries who have permanent LGBT collections, including  Brighton and Hove, Birmingham and Southwark.

Tola went on the say that “the hidden history of sexuality in our country and in our society make the interpretation of collections very difficult at times” – so once again the audience are reminded that whilst there is good work out there, there is still work to do. We should, therefore, celebrate our achievements thus far and use successes to drive good practice in other areas, for example in sport and the Military.
To conclude, Tola described how the “MLA is committed to supporting the development of best practice to make sure that real equality and diversity is achieved”. 

David talked about how his favourite part of Museum as a child was the gift shop… but if he were a child today he’d be blown away by what’s here in the displays…and  if he were a gay child, “I would be astounded that I have a history that extended past my own life”. The BM, he said, are “doing a brilliant job”. With that he introduced the next speaker.
Speaker 10 - Amy Murphy – Our Story Scotland

Amy thanked Schools Out and LGBT HM for the invitation to speak about the project for the first time in England.

One of Our Story‘s projects, she said, is a digital Story telling project,  which was created in partnership with LGBT Youth Scotland and was well-supported by the Scottish Arts Council, Our Story Brighton and Rainbow City, Edinburgh. They remain a small organisation with 12 active members and Amy herself is a PhD student working on lesbian oral history. She is using her skills at community level to help bridge the “gap between academia and practice”.
In Feb ’08, Amy had the idea of doing some oral history work with young LGBT people. She felt that Inter-generational work is really important and they had previously held an event with LGBT Youth Scotland. From that event it came out that many young people felt they had nothing in common with the older LGBT community. Amy said “when I queried them on this they saw differences between their lives and the lives of older LGBT people.” The young people had little sense of the changes over the last century and saw the past as negative – “a bad time to be gay”.
However, that isn’t to say that the young people had only positive experiences of being gay in today’s society - many had complex problems at school at home or at work, but “crucially they didn’t conceive their issues to be the same as those experienced by older LGBT people” and their sense of the past was often vague and general. 
Amy’s goal therefore was to get young people “involved and engaged with LGBT history” and to show them that there are links between their own lives and the lives of the rest of the LGBT community. The result of these ideas was this partnership with LGBT Youth Scotland.

They set up workshops where young people could hear and discuss archives and histories and where their own histories could be recorded. These workshops were extremely successful and they were given a grant to put together an exhibition as part of the Shout season in Glasgow on LGBT contemporary art and human rights.

The young people worked with Diane Barry – at Glasgow Modern Art Museum – on a short Film project. Here they wrote and recorded first-person narratives; culminating 9 short films made and edited by the young people who were specially-trained in various new techniques.  Their work was displayed alongside that of professional artists, which was hugely empowering for the young people.
There were three themes devised and developed by the young people: Identity, homophobia, and family. “Taken together they give a sense of the key issues and concerns of young LGBT people” and the exhibition was the result of the months of work in the workshops which became a project in itself. Seeing the young people’s development during workshops was very inspiring to Amy. During the workshops each young person worked at their own pace, from scratch, over a 16-week period, developing skills through training towards the finished product. They scripted, did storyboarding, stop-motion animation, and other production skills. 

This project has given a group of LGBT young people a voice and has been an incredible success. It has enabled the group to “work together in a safe, inspiring environment and share their experiences.” The young people worked successfully towards a deadline and exhibited their work in an internationally renowned gallery. 

The legacy of this project is still developing and so far, since the project, LGBT Youth Scotland has gained 20 new members and has had dozens of referrals from other organisations. 

Once again, like previous speakers, Amy reminded us that there is still work to be done, pointing out that Glasgow is the only local authority in Scotland not to sign up to Tackling Homophobia Toolkit and that there were protests at the Shout exhibition which led to some of the material being withdrawn.

To finish on a positive note, however ,Amy showed a picture of one of the young participants showing his Mum the project  - a tangible positive outcome.
Speaker 11 - Trevor Phillips (wearing rainbow tie!), Chair of Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC)
Trevor opened by paying  tribute to Sue Sanders’ persistence and commitment to raising consciousness of LGBT issues with him and with everybody else and how this makes “a huge difference to everybody’s consciousness”.

Trevor made a few personal points:

1. “This is not a ghetto history, not a history of and for LGBT people, this is part of everyone’s history”. He described how one of the first black writers he read with any commitment was James Baldwin. People forget that Baldwin’s work was less about his race and more about sexuality and the intersection between the two. This was a central part of Trevor’s formation and ideas about anti-discrimination and equality.
2. History Month shouldn’t be hidden and kept within the LGBT community, Trevor said, and he spoke of his involvement with Windrush  eleven years ago and how this wasn’t just about black history but that this “is part of the history of the British people”. He spoke of how we need to weave our histories into the whole tapestry  – restoring the brilliance, diversity and beauty of whole history.  Therefore when we think about LGBT HM we should not think about something that is separate “what we are thinking about is saying to the whole of our society, actually what happened here is a piece of history of all our people which has somehow been removed.”  Somehow we’ve contrived to take the LGBT part of our history out of the tapestry and what LGBT HM is about is restoring that history and not hiding it away - we need to celebrate that - “this is part of our shared history”.

Trevor then went on to talk about Alan Turing and how he learned long after school that Turing was gay and persecuted by the state before taking his own life. Britain is a better place now for the contribution of LGBT people such as Turing and these important parts of British life need to be celebrated. He wondered what Turing might have achieved for this country if he had lived longer. Then he asked us to imagine the consequences if he’d been prosecuted in 1932 instead of 1952 and unable to make his contribution to the war effort.

Trevor said: “I’m delighted to give my support and speak tonight, not just as an individual but as chair of the EHRC, to this 6th LGBT HM in 2010” and went on to highlight the silencing of lesbian voices. He cited how in 1928 the Daily Express said “I would rather give a healthy boy or healthy girl a vial of prussic acid than give them this novel” referring to Radclyffe Hall’s The Well of Loneliness. Even sympathetic writers at this time would be putting their reputation on the line by talking about LGBT subjects. Therefore gay and lesbian lives were unwritten and censored; other than the occasional coded reference. This all shows that LGBT HM is a platform in which we can scrutinise these issues and “begin to understand our whole society’s history”. It also matters because it says something about the kind of society we want to be in today. We’ve come a long way in recent years with legal progressions and we are even starting to get our heads around multiple identities, realising that you can be “gay and a parent, you can be bisexual and you can be Asian at the same time”. So there has been progress but there are still lots of challenges. 
Last month the EHRC published their first ever research on LGBT issues and it found that Section 28 “still casts a long shadow”. Homophobic bullying is still rife in schools and management are often not recognising this as a problem. Furthermore, teachers who want to do something are not always sure “where the boundaries are”. Trevor invited Amy Murphy to talk to him about Glasgow, vowing that he would talk to the leader of Glasgow council and get them to take the Homophobia Toolkit on board. 

Trevor spoke, as previous speakers did, about recent homophobic attacks and how the perpetrators were teenagers. This again demonstrates that we have a long way to go – teachers are letting comments go, they are perpetuating stereotypes and whilst they sometimes condemn bullying, they do not always address the prejudice that underlies it, which means that pupils are given the wrong messages. Trevor reminded us all that talking about LGBT issues in school is not just legal – it’s positive and necessary. We need to be proactive and not just wait for problems to arise. 

More people need a chance to hear about exceptional LGBT individuals who stand for millions more who were unrecognised, unrecorded and unremembered. LGBT HM is a chance to do that, he said, adding: “I look forward to working with all of you and playing my part in making February and LGBT History Month 2010 a month to remember”.

David spoke again about Same-sex hand holding and encouraged us all to get involved by showing a picture of two heterosexual Buddhist Monks holding hands in support of the campaign.  He told of a recent visit to Number 10 about Sshh where he was told that “Gordon will not be holding your hand today, you may shake it.”  This was because of an incident earlier in the year when a ‘Plane Stupid’ protester super-glued his hand to Gordon Brown’s as a protest. There are, however, he said, MPs who do hold hands with people of the same gender and, “Michael Cashman is one of them”. David invited Michael Cashman MEP, who was part of the infamous 1986 ‘gay kiss’ in Eastenders  (actually a kiss on the forehead!), onto the stage and to hold David’s hand – which he did.
Speaker 12 – Michael Cashman MEP
Michael opened by telling the audience that he is president of the Lesbian and Gay Committee at the European Parliament, which will be named LGBT Group from December and joked that although Gordon Brown has never held his hand he did “kiss me on the day of my Civil Partnership!”

Referring to Sue Sanders he said: “not only does she barrack brilliantly at Trevor Phillips...but we were at a historic reception at 10 Downing Street for the lesbian and gay (sic) community...Gordon delivered a brilliant speech without any notes, from the heart” and at the end he spoke of how President Obama was coming over in April - Sue shouted out ‘bring over Michelle instead’...and he did! This shows the power that people like Sue can hold. We all have that power.
Michael spoke of how he has “been inspired by tonight and excited”.  He congratulated the BM for their “courage and leadership in hosting this event,” which was greeted with rapturous applause.

There have, he said, been some “outstanding advances in the country in the last 12 years” – at which point he took credit on behalf of the Labour Government!  Amazing advances have been made but “the credit and the victory is not ours, it’s not this generation, it’s not my generation or the generation before, it’s that proud generation of transgendered, bisexual, lesbian and gay men who stood up that very first time declared themselves and said they were here and they were equal and would never go underground – this is their victory”. This responsibility is now passing on to the new young generation, a responsibility to “nurture it, nourish it and build upon it”.

Michael spoke of how our history should not be restrained by borders or boundaries.  It stretches from one human being to another. We need to be proud of what we have done and look at LGBT HM to remind ourselves where we have been and “be liberated by our history, never imprisoned by the repetition of it.”
Michael asked us all to make every single day a “reminder of our place in our world , in our society”. Let’s imagine and remember that, “the evil that men do, as Shakespeare said, lives on, the good is often turned with their bones”. For example: in Lithuania within the European union, we are seeing a Government trying to introduce its own version of Section 28; and in Uganda the Government is trying to bring in harsh penalties for being LGBT and for not reporting those you know to be LGBT. We need to do all we can to make our views known about these and other LGBT issues across the world.
We do however have much to celebrate:

“Let us think of others, let us think of ourselves and let us think of where we have come from and let us remember where we want to be – we haven’t completed the project. We’ve changed some laws and amazing as that is, we still need to win hearts and minds. We still have the project to complete.” He continued: “Unless we connect with the discrimination faced by others we will always be weakened, we will always be isolated.”

As a politician, he asked the audience to “judge us not by what we say, but what we do. Look at the voting records, ask specific questions on LGBT, gender, race, disability...the future is amazing, so long as you are in control of politicians and not the other way around”.

To finish he told the audience of the groundbreaking European wide equalities directive currently being negotiated and asked us to ensure that everyone in UK Government commits to supporting this directive to end discrimination on the remaining grounds internationally:
“The future is brilliant, so long as you remain in control and finally...connect, imagine....congratulations Sue, congratulations Tony and congratulations to you all because LGBT HM will go on and will become bigger, grander, couldn’t become better!”
Elly introduced Sue Sanders and Tony Fenwick to close
Sue talked of all the marvellous previous venues of LGBT HM Pre Launches, such as the Tate, TUC and the Royal Courts of Justice - and expressed how this venue and this event surpassed all others. The day started at 10am with children from local schools learning about LGBT issues, it continued through the afternoon with the best practice and teacher’s surgery sessions and we “couldn’t have done any of this with Laura”. Sue presented Laura Phillips of the BM with a bouquet of flowers and thanked her for her tireless efforts to make the day such a success.

Tony told the audience how he, with the help of Jeff Evans and Steve Boyce and a number of other volunteers, ran the morning sessions for the schools - taking 48 children from Camden Secondary Schools around the BM to look at LGBT artefacts from the past, for a lesson in a lecture theatre on the meanings of LGBT and for an interactive lesson in ‘the biggest, gayest bus in the world’ on the BM forecourt. These sessions showed the children that Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans “might be new terms and they might be twentieth century terms but they describe same sex desire and gender variance and that has been around in all times and all places...and that’s the first time that has ever been done here in the BM .” 
Tony expressed how proud he was both of that achievement and of the children and teachers from the schools who participated and responded so well.
Sue concluded the Pre Launch by saying, “the legacy of tonight has got to go on” and, “if we are not teaching in schools respect for all regardless of their race, their sexual orientation, their gender identity then we get problems.” We need to teach respect, move on from the extraordinarily regressive Section 28 policy and we have no idea what the future holds. We can however, take charge of that future and make 2010 LGBT HM the biggest and the best ever!
