Sir Ian McKellen was the first openly gay one – but do you recognise these other gay and bisexual knights?

1. Born in circa 1530, he headed up the complex sky network that maintained Elizabeth 1st on the throne. Called a statesman, he appears to have been far more devious than that would suggest.

2. Born in 1561, he was a writer and philosopher; some claim him as the true author of Shakespeare’s plays.

3. Born in 1842 he was a minor poet and major librettist. Part of a very famous double act he co-wrote the Savoy Operas.

4. Born in 1899, he was seen as the quintessential Englishman, though he chose to live most of his life in Switzerland and Jamaica. He was a poet, playwright, actor, director and cabaret performer.

5. Born in 1907, he was claimed by many to be the greatest actor of his generation. He was also a famed theatre and film director, starring in everything from Shakespeare  to light comedy. He eventually became the first actor to receive a peerage.

6. Born in 1913, he was a composer who lived most of his life with his partner, a singer and famed interpreter of his work.

7. Born in 1914, he was an actor and film star. Famous in a wide variety of roles from bank robber to leader of British troops in a Japanese prisoner of war camp. He began on the stage and frequently returned there.

8. Born in 1943, he was a ballet dancer and became artistic director of the Royal Ballet.

9. Born in 1947, he remains a highly successful singer/songwriter; a close friend of Princess Diana, he sang at her funeral.

10. Born in 1953, he took a career in law, becoming first a lawyer and eventually a High Court Judge.

