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2204 Ootober, 1928,

Dear Direotor,
me Home Secretary has asked me to send you
the enclosed copy of a letter he has received from

Sir Hell Caine, forwarding a communicstion from

Rubinstein, Nash & Co., in the matter of "The Well
of Toneliness”. It is possible that the Defendants

nave 1% in mind to procure & number of men of literary
of the

eminenge to testify as to the innocuousn
book, and you may perhaps consider the sdvisability
of obtaining evidence from similar sources on the
other side.

1 might edd thet Mr. Rulyard Kipling hes aleo
been in commnication with the Home Secretary on the,

subjeot.
Yours sincerely,

Qs tsrnclerowdd,
Private Secretary.

Bir irohibald Bodkin, K.Ce

RS, M thonee Sanchay O douf R (K Gue

e By Mok o0l
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LONDON,8.W.1.

26th October 1928

iy dear Director,

uf. Hinshelwood has shown me your letter
of yooterdey, in reforence to the "Well of Loneliness"
prosecution.

I had & very lomg interview with Sir
Hall Catne yosterdsy. Ee would bave bsen willing to
coms and give evidence himself, but is far too 1l

Eie view, as he expressed it to me, is that
it 1anot o case of censorship at ll, but merely of
setting the law in motion in regerd to an indecent
publication, just as it would be set in motion with
respect to any indecent behaviour or act. If he were

meking the case egainst the book, he wWould desl with the

particular vice froa the encient end classicsl point of
view, pointing out how it bas always been conaidered
loathsome, and simply say that in his opinion this book

inculeates, epologises for, and almost supports &




[image: image4.jpg]particular vice which is contrary to end destructive
of human nature.
I have slso just received a letter from

ur. Kipling, who has resd the book, and seys that 'if
will give them one -

they ask him for o certificate,
end send me o oopy'l: Ho says that 'it is the faot

of 1t being sent to unmarried women which gives the

whole game away.'
Yours stncerely,

b dyuenthess
W S,

Sir_Archibeld Bodkin, K.C.B.,
Director of Public Prosecutions,
Richaond Torrece,
s.61.





[image: image5.jpg]SIR WILLIAM HENRY WILICOK, Ky0.1. G, 40, Welbeck
Street, Wl MuDs, PoR.0.P. , Consulting Medical Adviser to

the Home Offics, Physician to St. Mary's Hospital, W.,
Prosident of the Medico-legal Sooloty, Leoturer in Forensio
Nodiotne to St. Nary's Hospital, Braminer in Forenoio Uedicine
to the University of Manshester and other Universities, statos:-

1 have carefully resd the bock wnder consideration in this
case.

In my oplnion there oan be no doubt that it is cbsoens and
indocent and wfit for publication in this comntry. The book
advooates the toleration and social recognition of a form of
vice kuom s Leshianism, which is praoticed by imverts. The
desoription of this practics, thowgh written in carefully
veiled language and in good literary style can leave no dowbt
whatever as to its meaning,

Tesbianisn is a forn of umatural vice which has been
known for thousands of years and it is fully desribed in
speaial medfoo-legal vorks. It is well kuown to have &
debasing effoct on those practising it, which is hental,
moral and physical in charaoter, It leads to gross mental
{11ness, nervous instability, and in soms casos to suicide
in addiots to this vics.

It is & vics which, if widespread, becomes a danger to
the well-being of & mation, and where in history it has been
provalent in any nation this has been usually one of the
indications of the downfall of that nation.

Leshianisn is anti-sootals

1¢ practiced by one of the partners of & nornal marrisge
1t usually leads to the whappiness of the nornal mion and
often to the dissolution of the marrisge.

Tts praotios would corrupt a purs friendship.

Tesbianisn is a fora of vice which is not uncomaon.





[image: image6.jpg]Tho publdcation of the book in question would involve
great risk of its being read by s large mmber of imnooent
porsons, who might out of pure ouriosity be led to discuss
oponly and possibly practice the form of vico desoribed. Thers
would b a real darger of some of such readers becoming addiots
to an wmatural vics thowgh they were not themselves abnormal
persons or "nverts".

It ie for this reason that the book should be regarded as
obscens - because it deals with matters of indeceny and might
dopravo and corrupt the minds of imnocent and impressionsble
parsons who read the books

e book very powerfully advocates the social recognition
of ixverts and the vios they prastics. On this sccomt it is
a nost dangerous publication, for if the recomaeniations of the
ook were followed there can be 2o dowbt that Lesbienisn
would beoome much more common in this country than it is.

For this reason the book must be regarded as a damger to
Soodety and to the well-boing of the nation. Thers can be
10 doubt that if publication of this book be permitted om
legal anthority then this comntry will mndoubtedly ‘be flooded
with other works of a mdst obscene and indecent character.

This would, in my opinion, be & social and mational disaster.
(Sgd) WeH.M1loox.
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[image: image8.jpg]LILIAN CHARLOTTE BANKER, C.B.E., states:

Horetal Institution for Girls,

I um the Governor of I,
iylesbury, Bucks, end Homery. Secretary of Central Committee
Tomen' o Training and Dmployment.

I bave Tead the Book called "fhe Well of Lonelin

Tats book s purely a plece of propegands, put forward
o try and juetify the position of women sex perverts.

The moment s one of groat danger, when there are n

ny
o million women, with what are purely matural instinots,

which cannot be satisfied by re

gon of the surplus of women
over men.
That there ere amongat these, sone women Who cannot

adjust themselves to cirounstances, and 80 Tesort to perver-

sion, is true; but that they are more than u small minority,
or that their action should be condoned, is momstroua. The

book would have these women looked upon s mertyrs, snd their

action justified and supported. It Would make this perver-
ston out to bo better than, what is efter all a matural, though
deplorable 111101t sex connection with men.

fhe attituds of the norsal wonan, as illustrated by
Stophon's mother, ia shown ap soucthing oruel.
hore 18 70 atienpt to show how thio Woman, Who is merely

a woman with a pasouline bias, could have boen bade & really
#ino peraon mith her omn oreative gift i her hands, Which
could work out her own salvation. here 1s no £ight put up
but meroly o giving in o  slack moral nature.

ingone who has %o desl with women and girls knows that
thta perversion has to be fought, or it brings in its train
o slackening of the whole morsl fibro, end 1t is only by

iverting this oreative instinot into other chanmels and so

LILIAN CHARIOTTE BARKER.




[image: image9.jpg]satiaZying it, thot peace can be brought to the individual.
he book has no noral tose, but is immoral and perverted
in 1%s whole outlook.

1f tnis book is allowed free circulation, it makes the

wholo position of the wimarried woman perfestly sppalling.
Jany women 1tve Sogethor in oirownstences of heslthy, beanti-
211 friondonip. Por ecomomio Tessome thoy mey have to ive
togothor, aven sharing bodrooms, snd in some cases heving to
aleop togathor. Tere this book o oirculate freely, they
would a1l be suspect, or could dnsgine that they wers. The
book 16 undoubtedly well written, the whole position olearly,
and 1n many tnotunces beantifully put, end it 1s in this that
ovil good; end sordidness besutifyl

it denger tes. Tt ek
and attraotive.

Furthor, if this book o permitted, 1t would zo doubt be
Zollowed by othera in which the romanco, uad What could be
made attractiveness of this kind of 1ife would be a terrible
noral mensoe to &1l wovanhood.

I¢ this is to heppen, what is to prevent nore litersture,
Suotitying the position of mile perverte. The rantfications
Would be unending, und cowld only end in terrible moral
dlsaster. It would make one ask, why chould men perverts be
inprisoned, and women go freo.

£11 who axe constantly fighting perversion and moral
alackness must view with the utaost comoorn ot only this
partioular book, but the inmumerable others now being
published; which appess fo be written with & view to making
imnorality 1o all forme sttractive and condoned, making it
oasy for young and uneducated pecple to thizk after all,
wiaer people than T say this ia all right, why showld I bother?

It wotld appear that tho time has come When there should

LILIAN CHARIOPIE BAKKER.




[image: image10.jpg]bo @ cemgorship from this point of view, and if posaible
propaganda in the opposite direction to strengthen moral
tone, und to give very nocessary holp end guidance to the

morally weak and the pervert in mind.

(Sga.) LILIAN C. DARKER.




