Who are they?

10 biographies of famous LGBT people – courtesy of the PCS Timeline – see http://www.pcsproud.org.uk/our_story.pdf  - with identifying information removed. Can you work out who they are? The asterisks are a clue!

1) British activist. Born in Australia, ******** moved to the UK in 1971 where he joined the fledgling

Gay Liberation Front. In 1983, he fought the Bermondsey bi-election as the official Labour

candidate, but attacks by the opposition and the tabloids based around his sexuality meant he lost

the election. After campaigning against the introduction of Section 28, ******** and others set up

‘Outrage!’ a group based around direct action. Some of their tactics, such as protesting at

Westminster Abbey over the Church of England’s attitudes to sexuality brought the wrath of the

press (which were eventually to dub him ‘public enemy number one’) as well as some within the

LGBT community. Similarly, his outspoken thoughts and ideas on such matters as the age of

consent have split his natural constituency. In recent years, ******** has focused on human rights

in general, notably his public embarrassment (and attempted citizen’s arrest) of Robert Mugabe

(which caused the tabloids to give him grudging praise) and the campaign to have homophobic

dancehall records and acts banned (which resulted in death threats). ********’s strength of

conviction and willingness to (literally) put him on the front line have shown him to be courageous

and determined and a major influence both on the LGBT community and the political landscape.

2) ******* ****** had gender-corrective surgery.
Identified as male at birth, ****** served in WW2 and subsequently married and had children.

However, following a period of depression ****** was diagnosed as ‘intersexed’ and given the

choice of living as a man or a woman. She chose the feminine and gave up her career as an

engineer to train as a seamstress and gas gender corrective surgery in 1951. Unlike Christine

*********, however, ****** didn’t become a cause celebre and led a relatively quiet life. Her

autobiography is an important document as she takes great pains to distinguish between trans- and

homosexuality: ‘I was never either a transvestite or a homosexual, my inclinations were normal,

simply died, then when they appeared again, they were re-orientated. By this time I was the

opposite sex anyway, so still was not homosexual.’ The book is also important because ******

clearly states (and presents supporting evidence) that she was legally able to change her name

and gender – a case, which was used in the fight for gender recognition in the 1990s/2000s.

3) American poet and writer. A prolific writer, ****** was part of the Harlem Renaissance group of

African-American writers of the 1920s. Although he never had a significant relationship, some of

his autobiographical writings do mention sex with men and as such, his strength as a poet and his

position in the African-American community have meant that ****** has played an important

part in the intersection between gay and black culture. 

4) Swedish actress. Travelling to Hollywood in 1924, ***** became a legend and superstar. While technically bisexual ***** was, according to her biographer predominantly lesbian. Her screen image was always that of the powerful, sexually ambiguous woman, despite Hollywood’s determination for their stars to remain resolutely heterosexual both on and off screen. Her image so departed from the heterosexual norm that she proved to gay audiences that ‘difference’ could be acceptable. 

5) British scientist. Pioneer in computing, most known for the ‘****** Machine’ and the ‘****** Test’.

The ****** machine was a prototype computing system produced in 1936. While serving during

WW2, ****** was amongst those charged with deciphering the German ‘Enigma’ code which he

successfully cracked. After the war, back in academia, ****** developed and built one of the earliest

computers or ‘electronic brains’ as ****** called them. In 1951, ****** was burgled by a young man

with whom he began an affair. When it came to light, ****** was arrested for gross indecency. He

was given the option of imprisonment or ‘organo-therapy’ which involved the injection of female

hormones. This resulted in a period of deep depression during which ****** committed suicide.

6) American photographer and performer. At an early age ********* was confused over her sexuality

and eventually began to realise that it was, in fact, her gender which was the issue. Researching

the issue, she learned of European doctors who worked in this area and set off for the Netherlands

where Dr Harry Benjamin, carried out a gender reassignment operation. Returning to America as

a complete woman, ********* discovered that her story had preceded her and she became an

overnight sensation – probably the worlds first internationally known trans person. The publicity

ultimately stopped her from fitting quietly back into society and so she embarked on a stage career.

Despite not being the first person to undergo gender reassignment surgery, ********* is an

important figure in trans history. The publicity she gained showed people, for the first time, the

distinguishing difference between homosexuality and transgenderism. She was also important

because in the interviews she gave she obtained complete control over the published articles – in

effect she was the first trans person to be heard in her own voice. Finally, the immense publicity of

the case gave a boost to the early pioneers in trans medicine and helped the research to become a

more respected subject.

7) British singer. Her husky voice, elaborate image and yearning songs made her a firm favourite

amongst lesbians and gay men in Britain. She began her career in a folk trio with her brothers.

However, her solo career began in 1963 and she enjoyed a string of hits which lasted through the

1960s. She enjoyed numerous affairs with women and was a frequent visitor to the infamous

‘Gateways’ Lesbian club in London. However, this was kept firmly hidden from view until the early

1970s when she admitted to her ‘bisexuality’. A lover of black soul music, ***** was instrumental in

getting many of the ‘Motown’ acts their first television appearances in Britain. She also caused

controversy when she agreed to play South Africa (in the mid-sixties before South Africa was

boycotted by artists), stipulating that she would only perform in front of a non-segregated audience.

When this proved not to be the case, she refused to perform and was sent back to Britain, where

the press and politicians viewed her actions as either a cynical publicity stunt or politically naïve.

*********** may have been guilty of the latter, but her convictions were strong and forceful, as

many of her collaborators would later testify.

In the 1970s she relocated to America. Her career in free-fall, she took to drinking heavily and selfharming.

It was only in the 1980s that she pulled herself back from the edge and began recording

again, this time coaxed out of retirement by the Pet Shop Boys.

8) British playwright. ‘The Oscar Wilde of Welfare State Gentility’. ***** wrote riotous plays which

ripped apart middle class values and the hypocrisy of society notably including innuendo and gay

themes together with a dark humour. His most famous plays include ‘Entertaining Mr. Sloane’ and

‘What the Butler Saw.’ However with the publication of his diaries and the biography by John Lahr,

***** became a bit player in his own tale. The diaries detailed his voracious sexual appetite (but

should be treated with caution as the project was suggested by his agent) and the biography set

him up as a figure in a pre-ordained tragedy, leading to his murder by his jealous and overbearing

lover Kenneth Halliwell, who subsequently committed suicide. Many criticise this interpretation of

the story, believing that society’s homophobia and heterosexism allowed no role for Halliwell in

*****s public life, leading to his psychosis and their deaths. 
9) American jazz musician and composer. Musically gifted, ********* worked extensively with Duke

Ellington. Later he would work closely with Lena Horne who commented, ‘We looked at each

other, clasped hands…and I loved him. We became one another’s alter egos.’ While they rarely

discussed sexuality, *********’s biographer wrote: ‘He was in a minority among gay people in

that he was open about his homosexuality in an era when social bias forced many men and

women to keep their sexual identities secret. 

10) American Blues singer and songwriter. Born in Memphis, ****** emulated the singing styles of Al

Jolson, Eddie Cantor and Sophie Tucker, projecting an image of a tough woman who could take

care of herself. She wrote ‘Down Hearted Blues’ which, when recorded by Bessie Smith became

the best selling blues record of 1923. She travelled to Europe to escape the racism of America

and became a sensation. Although she strove to hide her lesbianism, her songs always held a

special attraction for gay audiences. 
