Welcome to 2005 and the first celebration of LGBT History Month in February!

Apologies.

Unfortunately we have had to restructure the running of our website and the mailing list due to illness. This has meant that we have lost a few days work. However we hope to be up to speed soon. 

Apologies to all those who have contacted with questions over the past couple of weeks, as these will not yet have been attended to - this is in the process of being rectified. 

The Website.

The website continues to grow. We currently have several calendar entries and several lessons on the site as well as suggestions for contributing to the month. 

However we could certainly do with many more. 

We need more lesson suggestions - particularly for primary schools and any ideas you may have for assemblies. 

We also need to know any activities you know of that will contribute to the month either locally or nationally so that our calendar of events can be as full as possible. 

Send us your ideas.

So please ideas for schools, colleges, libraries, churches, mosques, temples, community centres, youth clubs, theatres, hospitals and anywhere else you can think of. This is a community event and its success depends entirely upon the enthusiastic involvement of the community. 

We will soon be issuing a press release trying to give a flavour of what is happening to local and national press so the sooner you get back to us the better.

A bit of a disclaimer.

Part of the development of this project is to assign an LGBT identity to famous historical figures, who have had it robbed from them. This is an activity fraught with difficulty. Firstly what we would now consider an LGBT identity is a very modern construct and is therefore not always appropriate to assign to people in history. Secondly history has conspired to keep our lives hidden, much like the Hollywood machine and Rock Hudson et al; heterosexuality was the identity projected on all those who could possibly be described that way. This, of course, invisibilises and disempowers us and distorts reality for everyone. Often in correcting this we rely to some degree on circumstantial evidence. We do however feel that this is better than, when any doubt appears, heterosexuality is automatically assumed. Only anyone who found LGBT identities themselves offensive would do other than accept that false identifying was nothing other than human error. If we get it wrong we will obviously correct our mistake on receipt of evidence. Please tell us where you think we have got it wrong, people we have missed and let us use this mailing process to debate people, ideas and ideologies as well as keeping in touch.

Our own Celebrations.

As part of the month we have two celebrations planned. One is a Mayoral Reception in Manchester Town Hall on the evening of Tuesday 14th February - time to reclaim St Valentine's Day! The other is a reception at the House of Commons hosted by Angela Eagle. The date of that is to be arranged. If you would be interested in joining either/both these events, could you let me have a postal address to which the invite can be sent. But hurry – places are strictly limited!

