LBGT History Month Mailing 2

Jacqui Smith and Stephen Twigg to be guest speakers at House of Commons Reception for LGBT History Month.

The House of Commons Reception for LBGT History Month hosted by Angela Eagle will take place on Monday 7th February. Both Jacqui Smith, Minister for Equalities, and Stephen Twigg, Education Minister, will attend to wish us well.

Unfortunately all the places for the reception are now booked and people will receive their invitations in due course.

If you are invited and are unable to attend please let me know so that the place can be offered to someone else.

Manchester Reception

Anyone wishing to attend the Mayoral Reception at 7-30 14th February in Manchester Town Hall – a most beautiful building and a very warm welcoming event - should let me have their name and postal address as soon as possible.

The Website

The website grows apace. An action packed and provocative month is developing - check out the calendar!- and have a range of interesting resources.

However we do need more!

Why no films?

Come on – some suggestions and a brief review of each. Let us know what you have enjoyed.

We could also do with more suggested book titles.

Books for use in schools

Books for ourselves

Books to look for in libraries.

We have a wealth of knowledge between us. Let us share it.

We also need to store our own histories.

It is really important that our own wealth of experience is not lost.

If you are a member of a group, a regular at a local pub, find a way to record your past and present – Tomorrow’s History.

We have been hidden from history for far too long and we know better than to leave our stories to the straight establishment. As you start your collecting – let us know about it.

If we share our past and present we will be in a far better place to determine our future.

Sunday People

Some of you may have noticed that the Sunday People chose to give LGBT History Month some space in its columns last weekend. If you are not a regular subscriber to the people you can read a sanitised version of what they had to say on www.people.co.uk. The more appalling homophobia has been removed from the website piece. I have asked the Sunday People for permission to put the full article on out website – much to their surprise – I have yet to hear back.

We have had much debate about how to handle this – there seems little point in writing to the paper itself.

Perhaps we should remember the words of Eleanor Roosevelt, a bisexual woman –

"No one can make you feel inferior without your consent."

Several good things have come out of this piece however. Because of it we have received serious interest from T E S, Teachers TV, Richard and Judy and several other positive sources. I did a radio interview with an Italian radio station yesterday and we are now on the Education Guardian Website.

There are obviously some advantage to being dragged through the mud by the Sunday People!

The Guardian

The Education Guardian published this on their website:

Gay history month to 'out' Newton and Nightingale

Luke Layfield
Tuesday January 18, 2005
The Guardian 

Schools will be encouraged to hold lessons exploring the achievements of gay men and women throughout history as part of the first gay history month. 

The project, to be held in February, will highlight the hidden history of household names who would probably today identity as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender, such as William Shakespeare, who was rumoured to be bisexual, and Florence Nightingale, who few people know was a lesbian. 

Other events covered during the month will include talks on the early years of gays and lesbians in British television and discussions of the history of the British LGBT Muslim movement. Pupils will also study modern gay icons such as Freddie Mercury and Sir Ian McKellen, alongside more historical gay and bisexual figures such as Isaac Newton and Alexander the Great. 

The voluntary initiative, modelled on the successful black history month held each October, is being backed by the government and has been given a grant by the Department for Education and Skills. It will be officially launched at the Houses of Parliament on February 7. 

Jacqui Smith, the government minister responsible for equality, said: "I hope that lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgender groups and their supporters across the country will take the opportunity to participate in the month and organise LGBT events in their areas. I believe the month will be important in helping to drive the culture change to create a more inclusive society. It will also be a great opportunity to uncover some hidden LGBT histories."

The scheme was designed by Schools Out! - a group campaigning for LGBT equality in schools - to get gay issues onto the curriculum. They will also encourage libraries, theatres, sports clubs and councils across the country to hold events. 

Nigel Tart, from Schools Out, said: "Since the 80s, LGBT issues have been squeezed out of subjects like history, English and drama. Today's students only encounter them, if at all, in relation to bullying, sex education and Aids. LGBT history month is our first major project to reclaim our place in the curriculum." 

It is not know how many schools will be involved in the project but Stephen Twigg, minister for school standards, said the government would be encouraging schools to sign up.

And in February’s Gay Times:

Feb edition includes: 

(quote from their website) 

History boys: To mark Gay History Month, GT looks at the century of triumphs, traumas, tears and tiaras which has helped shape our lives and identities Hard lessons: Bullying has a devastating effect on the lives of all school pupils, but research shows it's harder felt by gay pupils. GT speaks to a pupil and teacher who were bullied because of their sexuality, and to Schools' Minister Stephen Twigg, who was no stranger himself to playground abuse .

Thank you

May we thank everyone for their support so far and urge you to continue to supply us with your ideas, events and comments.

