LGBT History Month Mailing Five.

Manchester does us proud (again)!

We gathered in one of the staterooms of Manchester’s magnificent Town Hall and what we lacked in numbers we more than made up for in quality. The evening was opened by Councillor Mary Murphy introducing the Lord Mayor who welcomed us and talked about the importance of the LGBT community to Manchester and of history to us all. He gave honourable mention to the late Alan Turing, Manchurian by adoption, father of the modern computer, breaker of the Enigma Code and gay man, who, rather than being feted with honours, was hounded to his death by the British establishment. (http://www.turing.org.uk/turing/). He talked with pride of Manchester’s diverse population and the joy and honour that diversity brought to the city. Mary then introduced Paul Fairweather, the first Gay Men’s worker to be appointed to Manchester City Council, now an officer for the Citizen’s Advice Bureau, to talk about the history of LGBT issues in Manchester. He was followed by Christine Burns from Press for Change who talked about the situation for trans people. It is perhaps a mark of the progress that we have made that Christine was awarded MBE and another Press for Change campaigner, Stephen Whittle the OBE, for services to gender issues. Compare that to the treatment meted out to Alan Turing!

A grand time was had by all and we eventually retired to Via Fossa in Manchester’s delightful Gay Village.

Amongst our guests was Manchester’s Education Officer, Mick Waters, who wanted to be kept informed of our work and expressed a desire that all the schools for which he was responsible provided a safe and comfortable haven and an appropriate curriculum for all their pupils. And Andy Stuart, editor of PCS Proud and the creator of the excellent LGBT Timeline for which we have a link to our site.

The evening was organised by the very supportive and outrageously patient Terry Waller whose long-lived commitment to the issues never wanes.

Another friend.

Nicolas Chinardet has also worked steadily for LGBT History Month, providing us with links and other information so regularly that we are struggling to get it up on the site before the next batch comes in. His latest was the web addresses for all the mentions we have received throughout the web, including some unwanted interest from the British National Party!

I reprint them below so you can see the sort of interest that we are generating:

LGBT History Month on the Web (for a special page on the site?): 

Youth Alliance:
http://www.queerhistory.org.uk/ 

Anti-Bullying Alliance:
http://www.ncb.org.uk/aba/update.asp?id=74 

Beyond Barriers:
http://www.beyondbarriers.org.uk/beyond_barriers/?CFID=646488&CFTOKEN=56806565 

Kairos in Soho:
http://www.kairosinsoho.org.uk/news.asp#3 

The Gay Vote:
http://www.thegayvote.co.uk/weblog/archives/categories/issues_lgbt_history_month/index.html 

Equality Network:
http://www.equality-network.org/ 

Camden LGBT Network:
http://www.camdenlgbtforum.org.uk/theforum/forum_newsletter.shtml 

The Lesbian and Gay Federation:
http://www.lgf.org.uk/info_centre_article.php?ID=332
http://www.lgf.org.uk/info_centre_article.php?ID=331 

The Rainbow Project (Nothern Ireland)
http://www.rainbow-project.org/ 

The Intercom Trust (South West):
http://www.intercomtrust.org.uk/lgbthistorymonth/index.htm 

Lewisham Lesbian and Gay Information:
http://www.llgi.org.uk/nbd_twiderv.htm#history 

Women and Equality:
http://www.womenandequalityunit.gov.uk/lgbt/index.htm 

London Noise:
http://www.londonnoise.com/ 

The Junction In Cambridge:
http://www.junction.co.uk/HTMLTemplates/our_work/clubs___gigs.htm 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Regional Agency for museums, libraries and archives in the North West of England:
http://www.nwmlac.org.uk/News/lgbt.html 

South East Museum, Library and Archive Council:
http://www.semlac.org.uk/conferences.html 

Archives Libraries Museums - London:
http://www.almlondon.org.uk/news/index.cfm?ArticleID=680&NavigationID=5
http://www.almlondon.org.uk/news/index.cfm?ArticleID=748&NavigationID=5 

Durham University LGBT Association:
http://lgbta.dsu.org.uk/camp_aw5.php 

Middlesex University:
http://www.mdx.ac.uk/news/lgbt.htm 

Civil Service - Diverstity - What Works:
http://www.diversity-whatworks.gov.uk/news/index.asp#lgbt_history 

Community Development Xchange:
http://www.cdx.org.uk/events/eventsbymonth.htm 

Department of Health:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/EqualityAndHumanRights/fs/en 

NUS:
http://www.officeronline.co.uk/ 

Action Link:
http://www.actionlink.org.uk/home/actionlink_viewitem.cfm?section=events&ItemID=2647 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Sheffield City Council:
http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/home-page 

http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/your-city-council/equality-and-diversity/sexual-orientation-transgender 

Chorley Borough Council:
http://www.chorley.gov.uk/eventdetails.asp?event=445 

Waltham Forrest:
http://www.lbwf.gov.uk/index/news/corporate-new-information6.htm 

Manchester City Council - Libraries:
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/libraries/whatson/lgbt.htm 

Birmingham City Council:
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/GenerateContent?CONTENT_ITEM_ID=53545&CONTENT_ITEM_TYPE=0&MENU_ID=13121 

Torbay Council;
http://www.torbay.gov.uk/index/council/equal-opportunities/lgbt_history_month,_february_2005.htm 

Bristol City - Library - Under the Rainbow Exhibition:
http://www.bristol-city.gov.uk/item/news.html?prid=237118 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Into: Opportunity Through Information:
http://www.into.org.uk/displayEvent.cfm?EventID=7267 

BBC News:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/4194247.stm 

--------------------------------------------------
The results of ill information: 

Karaoke Gossip:
http://www.karaokeplayground.co.uk/ubbcgi/ultimatebb.cgi?ubb=get_topic;f=3;t=000385 

Top of Form 1

BeYOU: Berkshire GL Information Network: 

http://www.beyou.org.uk/org/LGBTHistory/93/ 

Rainbow Network: 

http://rainbownetwork.com/Features/detail.asp?iData=22709&iCat=32&iChannel=25&nChannel=Features 

UK Indymedia: 

https://www4.indymedia.org.uk/en/2005/01/303925.html 

Info4local Government: 

http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=22568&heading=e-mail+alert 

GayYouthUk message board: 

http://www.gayyouthuk.org.uk/forums/index.php?showtopic=4930 

They Work For You.com: 

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/wrans/?id=2005-01-13.208313.h 

Amnesty International: 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/lgbt/ 

Teaching Ideas and Resources: 

http://www.tes.co.uk/section/staffroom/thread.aspx?story_id=2062680&path=/opinion/&threadPage=8&messagePage=7 

Communities Scotland: 

http://www.communitiesscotland.gov.uk/Web/Site/Press/02_February_2005(2).asp 

Scottish Parliament 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-05/wa0202.htm 

Brent Council: 

http://www.brent.gov.uk/HumanRes.nsf/0/391a73c042298f1680256f0700423554?OpenDocument 

Southwark Council: 

http://www.southwark.gov.uk/Public/NewsArticle.aspx?articleId=9674 

Goldsmith College newsletter: 

http://www.gold.ac.uk/hallmark/student/pdf/stuhallmark15.pdf 

A2 Gay: 

http://a2gay.org.uk/portal/article.php/20050121135902725 

http://a2gay.org.uk/portal/article.php?story=20050125150748775&mode=print 

Brunel LGBT Students: 

http://www.brunelstudents.com/lgbt.shtml 

Leicester Students LGBTA: 

http://www.leicesterstudent.org/main/activities/assocs/lgbt/ 

Teachers Magazine: 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachers/issue36/primary/news/LGBTHistoryMonth/ 

Ginger Beer: 

http://www.gingerbeer.co.uk/features/ 

Brimingham Grid for Learning: 

http://www.bgfl.org/bgfl/index.cfm?s=1&m=207&p=193,view_info_item&id=11262 

Hillingdon Grid for Learning: 

http://www.hillingdongrid.org/articleshow/index.php?article=content&section=20&id=234&pid=0&parent=&link=LGBT%20Month 

bfi: 

http://www.bfi.org.uk/nationallibrary/news/stories/2005_02_lgbt.html 

Mosaic Youth: 

http://www.mosaicyouth.org.uk/LGBThistory.htm 

Gender Trust: 

http://www.gendertrust.org.uk/news229.php 

Activist Network: 

http://www.activistnetwork.org.uk/index.php?module=PostCalendar 

Man Of Man telling of his visit to Parliament: 

http://www.gayinfo.org.im/forums/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=352 

Newcastle Union Society noticeboard: 

http://www.unionsociety.co.uk/bulletin/YaBB.cgi?board=lgbt;action=display;num=1106144949 

Aimless Ramblings of the Mind - a blog: 

http://zefrog.blogspot.com/2005/02/february-2005-is-lgbt-history-month.html 

Saxon Whittle - a blog: 

http://saxonwhittle.blogspot.com/2005/02/more-religious-rants.html 

Out Zone: 

http://www.outzone.org/outzone/currentprogramme/currentprogramme.htm 

The UK Angels: 

http://www.theangels.co.uk/article.asp?ID=416 

This Is Local London: 

http://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/news/headlines/display.var.565953.0.homosexual_and_transgender_history.php 

The Scotsman: 

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=4080328 

Kirklees Ednet: 

http://www.kirklees-ednet.org.uk/news/newsdetail.asp?NID=214 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

BNP: 

http://www.bnp.org.uk/articles/lgbt_month.htm
As you can see – a lot of interest and also a lot of hard work.

Article commissioned by Socialist Worker.

Socialist Worker commissioned a piece from Paul Patrick of LGBT History Month for its main comment piece last week. This can be read at Socialist Worker: 

http://www.socialistworker.co.uk/article.php4?article_id=5849
Again information provided by Nicholas.

Your website!


Is there anything not on the website that you would like to see there? Have you come across an ideal link that we just don’t have? Please let us know. Even though LGBT History Month finishes in eight days, we will be running the website both as an ongoing resource and in preparation for next year throughout the coming year. We will also be making a range of changes to it so we would very much like to hear your views.

Reporting back.

We are also still very keen to hear about any events you have attended and/or organised. This will help us with writing our report and in planning for next year. To make this report back as simple as possible we will be providing you with a reporting form on the website in the next few days.

We have already heard from one school and one college that have done some sterling work, details of which we hope to share with you soon. Please let us know of anything your place has done, however big, however small. We will of course guarantee confidentiality to all who require it.

Out & About

Paul Patrick spoke at a joint DfES & Home Office Conference in Sheffield last Wednesday and a training session run by Christine Peek Gould of council officers in Brent - both were well attended and highly productive.

Sue Sanders writes:

In these days of concern about the power of the faith organisations to rain on our parade it was refreshing to be asked by the Bishop Grosseteste College in Lincoln to participate in a conference, ‘After Section 28: the school education of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered and heterosexual students’ to facilitate a couple of workshops and chair a session with Professor Ian Rivers. The fact that Stephen Twigg, Minister for School Standards and friend of LGBT History Month, also attended was a further gift. 

The day was a great success with the audience being drawn from far and wide, local educationalists and London people. The fact that Stephen made sure he was there was particularly gratifying given the press he has had to cope with since the publication of “Stand Up for Us” and LGBT History Month. He was clear that he supported the work of both Education For All in tackling homophobic bullying and LGBT History Month in offering a tool to schools to provide an atmosphere where the bullying does not happen and allow LGBT people their rightful place in the curriculum.

Ian Rivers was the major author of “Stand Up for Us” and expressed his disappointment that much of his material was not made available to teachers. Axed was a comprehensive exploration of how all the faiths deal with LGBT issues in all their complexities, something vital I would have thought.

We did raise it with the DfES civil servant there and were told they cut it as they felt that teachers can only deal with so much material!  Given that much of the material for “Stand Up for Us” is on a website (http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/behaviour/homophobia/) we cannot see why it all can’t be put there. We also suggested that putting the whole resource on a cd would be smart. 

Should you feel the same way perhaps a call to the DfES would be an idea -  Alan Jeffrey 0207 925 6198. 

Ian presented some very useful figures indicating that homophobia has increased in the last few years. Stephen’s speech is on the website and was generally very supportive as we would expect. He is clear that tolerance is not enough and sees the importance of both tackling homophobia when it occurs and utilising other strategies such as LGBT History Month to prevent it. The afternoon workshops were very lively

I facilitated one on the current legislation and how enables us to do the work.  

Fergus McMillian came down from Scotland to talk about sexuality issues and how they impact on youth, Viv Ellis from Oxford University discussed the curriculum and Jennifer Moses from the NASUWT looked at strategies to tackle homophobic bullying.

I hear from Mark Chater, the organiser, the evaluation sheets expressed much satisfaction with the day. Also that the event was organised by a faith college is something to be very pleased about.

Two weeks have gone by since we last sent out a mailing as we are so busy working on the site, doing our jobs and seeing some of the stunning events that are being organised for the month.

The “Gateway to Heaven” play written entirely from the memories of older lesbians and gay men was just wonderful. It brought tears and laughter out of me - reminding me of all sorts of feelings and events I had long forgotten. The play is touring on a very small grant. If it appears anywhere near you, make a bee line for them. I was lucky enough to be there on a day when they had a discussion and some of the contributors were there. Some were seeing the play for the first time and were very proud and moved. We are talking to Summerskill the writer and performer and Crutchley the director to see if we could set it up again for next year and have it both as a theatre piece and  as a piece for theatre in education.

Southwark, my borough -  so beware bias! -  has done us proud. There are several events to choose from - Stephen Bourne presented us with clips from old TV shows and plays that had LGB themes and characters. He has found an old play by Drew Griffiths and Noel Greig “Only Connect”, wonderful stuff and we are discussing how we might get our selves a decent cleaned up copy.

The following night Southwark had three locals talk about their lives as lesbian and gay and very moving it was too, hearing all the challenges they had overcome and the creativity they used to do so. The Goldsmith event where I was asked to give an account of what was happening in schools and how we can make a difference was intimate, with a few PGC students and anti bullying alliance coordinators. We had a lively time discussing the merits of political correctness; the fact that LGBT issues are not dealt with effectively either in their course or in the schools and their desire to rectify this.

Brent has commissioned a wonderful presentation on LGBT history which will in due course be on the website and is beautifully mounted on 12’’x12’’ tiles displayed in their Town Hall. 

The launch of the young gay men’s website was very well attended and has provided a much-needed site. 

The month is proving that we are a community that we can raise to a challenge and the big theme of all these events is the amazing generosity of the LGBT community and desire to make the world a safer and richer space for all.

Please enjoy the rest of LGBT History Month. 

For those of you in Scotland or who wish to listen on the internet Paul Patrick will be speaking about LGBT History Month on Radio Scotland on Monday 21st Feb between 1-2pm.
