Mailing 7.

Welcome to LGBT History Month February 2006.

Last weekend, in a very pleasant little Arts Centre in Luton, those people that brought you LGBT History Month 2005, met together to review the month, its strengths and weaknesses, in order to prepare for next year. That’s right – the planning starts now!

We have produced a report on the previous month that will be available soon on the current website.

Probably the most important section of the report are the action points for next year, they are many and varied. Yet all are necessary if we are to make sure that the month continues to develop and responds more and more to the wants and needs of our diverse and delightful communities.

Money!

Basically we have none. The £16,000 grant from the DfES was spent on the development and upkeep of the website. Whilst we will be applying for another grant in order to redo the website to make it far more user friendly, with a far wider range of content and a calendar that we hope will cope with at least ten times the number of events, we do not know whether we shall succeed. That however is only a fraction of the work that needs doing. We need to mount a massive publicity campaign about the month, starting now. We need materials for schools, colleges, and a whole host of other institutions. We need leaflets and posters. I know we have asked this before but if any of you have any ideas of how we can raise the money necessary to make LGBT History Month 2006 the success it deserves to be, could you please let us know.

We have had a few of our own.

Can we begin with all of you who are in Trades Unions. We have below a model motion for your Union branch, Division & Executive – please use it as you can and let us know your success.

Draft Motion for Union Branches

This Branch/Association welcomes the success of LGBT History Month in February 2005 and the fact that preparations are starting for February 2006. 

This Branch/Association congratulates everyone who organised and participated in the 100+ events that took place throughout the UK to celebrate and make visible the history of lgbt communities, so often hidden from sight, Schools Out, which facilitated the Month, and the DfES which part funded the project. 

We believe that LGBT History Month provides a means to further the work of changing the culture of educational institutions of all types and calls on schools, colleges and universities to take up the challenge to combat homophobia and transphobia alongside racism and disability discrimination.

Further, we call on those responsible for funding educational institutions (eg LEAs, LSC, HEFC) to press them on the question of inclusive and meaningful equalities policies and practice and that those responsible for inspecting educational institutions (eg Ofsted, the Audit Commission, etc) should insist that a favourable judgement can only follow if both policies and practice are supportive of all discriminated groups.

This Branch/Association recognises that LGBT History Month 2006 needs substantial funding and therefore (i) agrees to make a donation of £_____* (payable to LGBT History Month) and (ii) calls on the National Executive/Regional Body, etc to make a substantial donation likewise.

* Suggested Scale of Donations

Individuals £10.00+

Local Union Branches or other organisations £100.00+

Regional Union Branches etc £200.00+

National Unions etc. £500.00+

We are currently setting up a mailing address for LGBT History Month, in the meantime any cheques or other correspondence may be sent to 36, Windsor street, Burnley, Lancashire, BB12 6RW.

All donations will be acknowledged on the Website. Please tell us if you do not want your name/union to appear.

Become a sponsor of LGBT History Month 2006.

We are also setting up individual sponsorships of the Month. For a minimum of £10.00 (please make it more if you can) you will become a sponsor of LGBT History Month 2006 and you will be acknowledged on the website. (Those who would rather remain anonymous may of course do so). 

This money will enable us to begin reworking the website and initiating our publicity campaign. We are currently setting up a mailing address for LGBT History Month, in the meantime any cheques or other correspondence may be sent to 36, Windsor street, Burnley, Lancashire, BB12 6RW.

You will soon be able to become such a sponsor via the website – please be patient.

The Future.

Last year we had over a hundred special events on our calendar – next year we want over a thousand! And this is where you come in!

We are all tax payers, council tax payers, members of local community groups, school governors, members of local libraries, amateur theatre groups, churches – that and so much more. All these organisations have something to offer the month – some part of our lives, our histories, our cultures on which they can shed a light. In the appendices to our report we give a few examples of good practice from last year against which you can measure what can be achieved – this is what one local council did, what one educational institution did – can you get something similar to happen in your area?

Please don’t leave doing this until later – now as the time to start the persuasion process!

To facilitate this we present below a model letter to your town’s/borough’s chief librarian, please copy it print it off and send it, making any adjustments that you see as appropriate. Check first on the website if your library did anything last year and thank them urging them on to bigger and better things next year:

Your Address

The Chief Librarian,

Their Address.

Dear Sir/Madam,

You may have noted that February of each year beginning 2005, has been designated Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered History Month. This was a great success in 2005 and we seek to improve upon the number of events, talks and displays that occur nationwide in 2006. The month is an attempt to make public the lives, achievements and experiences of a section of our society to have too often remained hidden. It is part of a celebration of the diverse cultures that make up our society and a tool to challenge stereotyping, prejudice and inequality.

Libraries, being at the heart of our communities and a resource for education, entertainment and debate, are perfectly placed to play a role in this initiative. The Month has been endorsed by Jacqui Smith, Minister for Equalities and Stephen Twigg, Minister for Schools. You may see what was achieved in a very short period last year and read the report on the year by accessing the website at www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk. This may also provide you with some useful ideas as to how the month can be celebrated. You can also contact the organisers and join their regular mailings list through the same site.

As a regular user of your excellent service I look forward to hearing of your plans. February 2006 may seem a long way away, but it isn’t. Now is the time to put these plans in place.

Yours faithfully,

Whilst sending this by email is better than not sending it at all, we have found a traditional letter is more likely to elicit a reply!

Keep us informed as to how you get on!

Using our resources!

We currently have well over five hundred names on our mailing list and people continue to join. We therefore know that we are talking to people with a wide range of skills that we could utilise. Can I remind you that currently LGBT History Month is run entirely by volunteers who also hold down full time jobs!

As well as enabling far more events than last year there are several areas which need your input:

1. The historical content of our site needs developing –  do you have a story to tell? Are you researching an aspect of our history that you could share with us? Have you read or seen something that we could share with others? Please contact us to let us know.

2. We need to increase our books and films section. Have you read or seen something that sheds light upon our histories? Please send us details plus a short review – we need to make this part of the site far more comprehensive.

3. Please continue to provide us with links to other sites. These too need to be accompanied by a brief review of the site’s content.

4. We need to develop further representation of our different communities on the site. We particularly wish to a have greater representation of women, black and ethnic minority people and culture and trans people. We welcome any materials and suggestions that might help us do this.

Of course we still need your comments, criticisms and encouragement so that we can make LGBT History Month 2006 a more exciting and useful one than 2005.

An Event of Interest. (Thanks to the Lesbian & Gay Christian Movement.)

Irshad Manji speaks in London Thursday 12 May 2005 

Indian YMCA, 

London W1T 

7 PM 

Muslim, lesbian, feminist, writer, scholar and TV personality - Irshad Manji is all these things and the controversial best-selling author of 'The Trouble with Islam...'. 

She will be speaking in London on Thursday 12 May 2005, hosted by the Lesbian & Gay Christian Movement, with backing from a wide range of gay, women's, faith and human rights organisations. 

The theme of Ms Manji's talk in London will be 'Faith + Politics + Human Rights' and will follow from the issues raised in her book, which she descibes as: 

"My book, 'The Trouble with Islam...' is an open letter from me, a Muslim voice of reform, to concerned citizens worldwide - Muslim and not. It's about why my faith community needs to come to terms with the diversity of ideas, beliefs and people in our universe, and why non-Muslims have a pivotal role in helping us get there." Ms Manji describes the main purpose of her visit as being to speak on various dimensions of Islam and human rights - from the perspective of a faithful yet struggling Muslim. "My core message is that no community, no ethnicity, no culture and no religion ought to be immune from respecting the universality of human rights. This, of course, is a controversial message in an age of cultural relativism. Mine is a positive message of pluralism. I truly believe that we can be pluralists without becoming relativists. That's especially important for the lesbian and gay movement to understand, given the bigotry we so often face from ethnic and religious groups." 

Oprah Winfrey awarded her the "Chutzpah Award" for "audacity, nerve, boldness and conviction", while Ms Magazine selected her as "Feminist for the 21st Century". 

Tickets for the event cost £12 (or £7 concessions) and can be purchased online from faith-politics-humanrights.org or by calling the information hotline: 07913 026 766. 

For more information about the London event: http://faith-politics-humanrights.org/ info@faith-politics-humanrights.org Hotline: 07913 026 766 
And now….from the chalkface;

LGBT History Month

I am writing to thank you for all the hard work that went in to LGBT history month.  I cannot tell you the success it has had at my school.  I don’t mean that kids are jumping up and down al suddenly behaving in a completely gay affirmative manner.  Not yet at least.  But slowly slowly, the culture is beginning to change.

As Head of Citizenship I have now modified the scheme of work to incorporate homophobic bullying in the diversity within the UK strand.  We focussed on workers’ rights and the new legislation and looked at the positive and negative outcomes of having or not having such rules.

I have also liased with the Head of RE and have had a lesson included in the Barriers Scheme of Work on the idea of how religious beliefs and human rights can conflict.  I ended the lesson with a short clip from “Get real!” in which a gay school student who is in a relationship with the most popular (and closeted) guy in the school stands up in front of a large audience at prize giving and outs himself.  Great for starting a debate!

As a teacher, as a gay teacher and as someone involved with youth work with young LGBT people, I cannot stress how important this new venture has been.  Every week I listen to stories from the LGBT youngsters about the horror stories they have to endure as a result of a lack of knowledge from their peers but also from their teachers.  This is certainly a step in the right direction.

I hope this will be an annual event so that school culture will continue to change for the better.

I do not want any of my students, or any other students across the UK to suffer at school because they are LGBT.  Every time LGBT children hear homophobic words or witness homophobic behaviour they probably feel as silenced as I felt.  Every time a teacher ignores the homophobia, the silencing becomes “valid” and tolerated.  This is not acceptable.  

It was wonderful to be able to focus on the positive aspects and achievements of LGBT people instead of only referring to them (us) as victims.  

On behalf of all the students at my school (not just the LGBT ones) thank you once again for all of your efforts.

Robert Tomalin.  Head of Citizenship.

Making a difference to the policing of LGBT communities

There is a chance for LGBT people to give information in focus groups that will make a difference to the policing of our community the dates are as follows

Please see http://www.casweb.org/galop/news/item?item_id=38135 for more information

	Leeds 25th April 2005

	Black and Minority Ethnic People (London) 25th April 2005

	Young People (London) 26th April 2005

	Lesbians (London) 27th April 2005

	Brighton 28th April 2005

	Nottingham 4th May 2005

	Transgender people (London) 9th May 2005

	Older people (London) 10th May 2005

	Norwich 12th May 2005

	Cardiff 13th May 2005

	Religion and belief (London)16th May 2005

	Manchester 18th May 2005

	Disabled and deaf people (London) 18th May 2005


Oh, and something we thought you might like…..

http://www.bettybowers.com/bashkids.html
