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LGBT History Month Mailing 8.

Our New Look!

As you can see from the above we have a new look for LGBT History Month 2006. This is courtesy of Tony Malone of Marsh & Malone, the international design organisation. Normally Tony’s talents go for thousands upon thousands of pounds, but he gave us the benefit of them for free. Nor is this an isolated act of kindness and solidarity – Tony has rebranded Schools OUT and is responsible for the whole design package around the Gay Men’s Chorus. We are very grateful to him.

Apologies.

Some of you may have noticed the scarcity (non-existence) of mailings over the last couple of months, I apologise for that. No money, other commitments and a very sick computer are the excuses I will advance and hope to have accepted.

We are however back in the game and working towards February 2006. To those of you who have already provided us with your events for 2006, and the numbers are growing, thank you. They will appear on the website calendar in the very near future. To the rest of you – get organising please. Use the form on the website to let us know your plans so we can advertise them and your group/organisation to everyone who visits our site. Remember we had over 50,000 hits in February 2005 alone!

Even if your event is a closed one – open only to your members, your workforce etc. – let us know about it so that others can see the sort of thing that you are doing in your area.

TUC International LGBT Conference.

The TUC will be holding its first ever International LGBT Conference in February 2006 to coincide with LGBT History Month UK.

www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk
The new site is now up and running so go take a look at it. It is far from complete so it is worth regular visits so that you can watch it grow. As always we are very keen to receive feedback on what we are doing and how well we are doing it. Contact us via the website.

There are also other ways in which you can help the development of the site – as well as sending in your events, of course! – we seriously need to build the resources we have available on the website. You all must have favourite books, films etc that you would like to share with others. Send the info on them to us with a brief review so we can add them to the site. Remember this site, this month is yours, so please help.

Several of you send us in news items and other websites to which we can create links please keep this up. If you come across something you would like others to see either through the website or the mailing (we now have over 500 members!).

For example our very good friend Nicholas sent this very full and fascinating article on the nature versus nature debate. Were we born or were we made? And why the hell should we care? Give it a look – see what you think.

What Makes People Gay? - The Boston Globe
Answers on a postcard…………

Money (yet again)

We are still looking for funding. We are currently in discussions with the DfES who funded our website last year and we have some hopes there. We have just received £2,000 from the Crown Prosecution Service and that has meant we can get on with the development of the website.

And branch donations from East Sussex County Division of the NUT, Lewes
Eastbourne and Wealden Association of the NUT, Nottingham
City Association of the NUT.

There have also been a number of individual sponsors. If you have sponsored and your name is not up there yet please be patient we are progressing the site as quickly as we can! If you haven’t yet become a sponsor please do so – a minimum of £10.00 and you can sponsor LGBT History Month 2006. Please help.

If your Union hasn’t yet sponsored us there is a model motion on the website to make it all very easy for you!

Further we have produced a Frequently Asked Questions sheet to help with that speech:

What is LGBT History Month UK?

February of each year has been set aside in the UK to mark and celebrate the lives and achievements of Lesbian, Gay Bisexual and Trans people.

In 2005 we launched the website at the Tate Modern which by the end of the month had amongst other resources, over 100 events around the country on the events calendar, 9 lesson suggestions some from Amnesty International, an extremely comprehensive LGBT timeline, links to websites with useful resources, images that could be downloaded and used in projects and we had over 50,000 hits on the site

Why has this happened?

LGBT people have often hidden themselves in society for their own safety and have also frequently been ignored by others for their achievements and contributions. The month will begin to rectify that.

Why do we need to do this?

Because the lives and achievements of LGBT people have been hidden, it has been easy for others to stereotype and distort the reality of their lives. From this ignorance comes the prejudice that shows itself in homophobic bullying and negative discrimination. By presenting an honest appraisal of LGBT lives we seek to replace ignorance with knowledge and understanding.

Where did the idea for an LGBT History Month come from?

An LGBT History Month was first initiated in the USA in the month of October 1994. LGBT History Month UK was initiated by Schools OUT in February 2005. Both were based on the creation of the highly successful Black History Month which first occurred in the UK in October 1987 (Black History Month USA takes place in February).

Who are Schools OUT and why did they decide to do it?

Schools OUT is the thirty one year old organisation – originally called the Gay Teachers’ Group – that works for LGBT equality in education. It is an entirely voluntary organisation that survives entirely on affiliation, donation and subscription. For further information see www.schools-out.org.uk. By working in education in its widest sense and with the school curricula in particular they recognised that LGBT lives were hidden, disguised or ignored. Schools OUT felt that this could only encourage ignorance and prejudice and as all their work seeks to rectify that, the LGBT history month was an extension of their work

Who runs LGBT History Month now?

LGBT History Month is now run by a voluntary steering group. 

How will LGBT History Month 2006 be run? 

We are looking to appoint a project management team and we hope to be able to offer some payment for their work.

LGBT History Month 2005 received a small grant of £16,000 from the DfES to establish the website to provide some guidelines, lesson and assembly suggestions for schools and colleges and create a calendar of events nationwide celebrating LGBT lives and achievements. Our 2006 website will be designed and maintained by a member of the steering group, who is a professional website designer. He will be providing his services at significantly lower than commercial rates.

We already have several events for the 2006 calendar. Next year will be bigger and better – more diverse and more inclusive. 

What about funding for the project?

We are continually looking for sources of funding. Our website contains a model union motion asking branches, divisions and national unions to subscribe to this work. We are also seeking individual sponsors donating a minimum of £10.00 each all donors will be named on the site– again see website for details.

How do I get involved?

Join our mailing list by using the form on the website.

Plan your own event. The success of LGBT History month depends upon the wide-ranging events planned for that month – don’t wait for someone else to do it for you! Encourage your local school, college, library, art gallery, theatre, cinema, council, union, community group, police force, workplace, church, mosque or temple to organise an event. 

Pass on to LGBT History Month any books, films or websites that you consider would be appropriate for the websites resources. Accompany each with a short review (max 200 words). Give us feedback on what we are doing and how well we are doing it. LGBT History Month belongs to all our communities and to society as a whole – help us make it a success!

This is also available on the website in a downloadable form so you can hand it out when necessary!

Our big new campaign – to discover whom you think are the most inspiring, important and influential LGBT people of all time!

LGBT History Month 2006 are inviting you to nominate those LGBT people who have led by example, who have inspired and informed us, who have made a difference! This is very easy to do and we really want ALL of you to join in. We begin with a set of categories – The Arts, Entertainment, Science, Sport, Politics, Writing. ( Please don’t worry if your contribution doesn’t fit into these – create another – try and make it broad enough so we can add other nominations to it – and we will add it to our list!) You may nominate in as many or as few categories as you wish. We would like you to explain each nomination in about 200 words. These will then be posted on the website so you will need to provide us with a name and an area that you are happy to have published there – for instance Paul, Burnley or SweetyPie, London. Then send your nominations to listmgr@lgbthistorymonth putting My LGBT and the name of your category in the subject box. Please remember to do this as it will make sorting them so much easier for what is an entirely voluntary and overworked team!

Just to give you an idea I asked a couple of the LGBT History Month Steering Group to provide me with theirs:

My LGBT – Writing.
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 Audre Lorde is a gift. She burst into my life with her Novel ‘Zami a new way to spell my name’. I read it in a night in my squat in Brixton back in 82.  I constantly marvelled at the way she described her emotions and reactions, they were mine. I chimed with her! I was stunned she was black, a mother, born in Harlem in 1924 now identified as a Black lesbian, mother, warrior, poet. I on the other hand was born in 47, white, lesbian, middle class non mother sometime poet true and certainly a campaigner if not a warrior, but the joy of the recognition of her experience was just wonderful. I was way past thinking I was the only one. In 82 I had been out for 12 years and been active both in London and Sydney in the lesbian and gay movement as it was then and the women’s movement. It was the detail, the insight of oppression and patriarchy, the joy in life, and the pain that kept me up that night. Her language flowed, her poetry and her life was inspirational, in checking my facts for this article I discovered that she was editor of the lesbian journal “Chrysalis”. I don’t consciously remember that but the team of trainers I work with are named Chrysalis! The fierceness and skill with which she challenged racism and patriarchy was ferocious. Her battle with cancer was long and one she documented. I reread her Cancer Journals while I was dealing with my best friend’s breast cancer that took her life and found useful knowledge and solace.

I met Audre once and found myself stumbling out the usual “Oh I am so excited to meet you” “What is your name?” she said as she took my hand to shake, staring deep into my eyes, she grounded me and we had a reasonable conversation, woman to woman. I bless her existence and her work, she has been a mentor and guide.

http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/g_l/lorde/life.htm
http://www.uic.edu/depts/quic/history/audre_lorde.html
http://www.lambda.net/~maximum/lorde.html
http://www.english.emory.edu/Bahri/RYAN.HTML
From Sue Sanders, London.

(Sue has, as always, gone over the top but if you would like to provide a photo and websites of additional information please do so!)

and

My LGBT – The Arts.

I'm a bit of an anorak, when it comes to early Hi-NRG music (when it was officially known as Gay Disco), so my nomination goes to pioneering keyboardist, producer and remixer, Patrick Cowley.

Cowley was born in 1950, in Buffalo, New York, where he studied English, before joining the burgeoning gay community in San Francisco. His first big break, in 1979, was as a keyboardist, on tour with black, gay disco diva, Sylvester (You Make Me Feel Mighty Real), with whom he later recorded the pop hit Do You Wanna Funk. He produced three solo albums on his own Megatone label, as well as writing and producing dance hits for other local singers. He produced two legendary, hard-edged quarter-of-an-hour remixes - I Feel Love by Donna Summer and Hills of Katmandu by Tantra. Cowley's trademark sound, a pumping Hi-NRG bassline with trippy electronic effects, was partly a result of his home made synthesiser patches, and contains clearly recognisable elements of contemporary Trance. Cowley was years ahead of his time, and is cited by dance music giants New Order and the Pet Shop Boys as a major influence. His recording career spanned three short years, before he became the first celebrity to die from an Aids related illness, in 1982. His tour de force dance classic, Menergy, was rerecorded by Sylvester and released as the first ever Aids benefit record. To this spotty, closeted schoolboy, he was an icon of gay genius. I cried when I read of his death.

From Nigel Tart, Brighton.

Get the idea. Now let’s have yours please.

We are also very much aware the LGBT History month is as much about our making history as unearthing and celebrating that which has gone. To that end we wish to create another, particularly important category. We have named this Grassroots. This is to honour and remember those members of our communities who are making a difference for us all. In this category you can nominate either an individual or an organisation. So who was it that got you through the bad times, who is it that has run your local group for twenty years, that organised that petition, that works constantly for our equality, dignity and right to an ordinary life. Again My LGBT – Grassroots and a couple of hundred words. However you must also include a contact email or telephone number (if they are alive) so that we can check that they are happy to appear on our website.

LGBT History Month is about making history as well as celebrating it!

As I was typing this I heard the sad news of Mo Mowlam’s death. She was always a great friend to the LGBT communities and it raised in my mind a question – one which I thought I’d share with you. Is there a place in this marvellous patchwork history of ours for those, not of LGBT status, who have been our good friends and supporters along the way? Do we need another category? 

Your comments would be gratefully received.

We received this from the Manchester Young Women’s Peer Support Project and would urge all of you able to do so to give this your support.

I am emailing you today to invite you to our Role Models and Aspirations exhibit launch, 22nd August 7.30pm.

The Young Lesbian and Bisexual Women's Peer Health Project (or Likt as we are sometimes known) have been working on this exhibit since Christmas. 

It will include some role models and inspirational women for young lesbian and bisexual women, including some familiar faces from Manchester public life!

It also includes the launch of our poster's made at The Glasgow Women's Library that focus on famous lesbian and bisexual women from history to the present day.

The exhibit runs from 23rd August to 30th August at the Zion Arts Centre, Stretford Road, Hulme, and it would be great for you to come along and have a look at the young people's work.

You are invited to the launch night where highlights from the musical 

'what a difference a gay makes' will also be performed.  Food and nibbles will be provided.

The launch is Mon 22nd Aug

The Gallery, Zion Arts Centre, Stretford Road, Hulme 7.30pm

Please come along and show your support and rsvp to this email to let me know.

"amelia lee" naughtymelie@yahoo.co.uk
If you would like any more details then please call me on 0781 398 1338

Kind regards

Amelia (the co-ordinator) and the Likt young women

For more info on Likt check out www.likt.org.uk

There are also performances of the 'what a difference a gay makes' Musical on Friday 26th Aug at the Zion at 7.30pm and on Sun 28th August at 3pm, free entry, and it would be great to see you at either of these too!
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In recognition of LGBT History Month,  South Yorkshire Police have devised a LGBT History poster, which has the background of the rainbow flag and 6 categories for each colour in the flag.   Such as LGBT history, law & legislation, Education & Literature etc.  Showing 17 points of history for each category from 1700 till 2005. 

Due to the demand nationally from police forces, schools, LGBT groups etc, re purchasing some of these posters we are opening this opportunity to everyone.  The costs and sizes are outline below, you are able to order lower than the stated quantities, as we are collating requests and will buy them at the bulk ordered cost, the more we order the cheaper it is.



	Quantity
	Cost  - each

	
	

	A. 5ft x 3 ft – original size – 

priced each – Gloss varnished

	50
	£15.00

	100
	£18.50

	500
	£8.50

	1000
	£7.00

	
	

	B. 36”x 22” price each 

( sized down in ratio) –

 Gloss laminated

	
	

	
	

	500
	£3.50

	1000
	£2.00

	
	

	C. 30” x 18” price each 

( sized down in ratio) – 

Gloss laminated

	100
	£8.00

	200
	£5.00

	500
	£2.50

	1000
	£2.00

	
	

	B. 30”x 18” price each 

( sized down in ratio) – 



	50
	£5.00

	100
	£4.00

	500
	£2.50

	1000
	£1.50


LGBT History Flag Poster


Request form

	Contact name………………………………


	Organisation………………………………….

	Telephone number………………………...
	Email address………………………………..

	Address………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Invoice address if different to above……………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….


	Size
	Requested quantity
	Cost



	5ft x 3ft encapsulated
	
	

	36” x 22” encapsulated
	
	

	30” x 18” encapsulated
	
	

	30” x 18”  NOT encapsulated
	
	


Rennie Brown

South Yorkshire Police

Community Safety Dept

Suite 3 Albion House

Savile Street East

Sheffield S4 7UQ    

Or email – Rennie.Brown@southyorks.pnn.police.uk    

For further information contact Rennie 0114 2963254 / 07810055928

A Request:

Lesbians and Gay Men in the Armed Forces in WWII

Emma Vickers is a PhD student at the University of Lancaster and is 

Looking to speak to any gay men or lesbians who were involved in the Second World War. They should have been a member of the Armed Forces - the Army, RAF,Navy, WAAF, WRNS or ATS - between 1939 and 1947 at the latest.

If you are interested or know someone who might be you can contact Emma 

at:

e.vickers@lancaster.ac.uk mailto:e.vickers@lancaster.ac.uk  or

Emma Vickers

Department of History

Furness College

Lancaster University

Lancaster

LA1 4YG.

Libertas – Lesbian Arts Festival in York 27th-30th October!

Please go to their website http://www.ylaf.org.uk/ylaf/ for further details of this exciting and important event.
Finally……

This was sent over to us by Mermaids, the organisation working with trans young people and their families 

Please read it and, as it requests, pass it on!

I am the girl kicked out of her home because I confided in my mother that I am a lesbian.

 I am the prostitute working the streets because nobody will hire a transsexual woman.

 I am the sister who holds her gay brother tight through the painful, tear-filled nights.

 We are the parents who buried our daughter long before her time.

 I am the man who died alone in the hospital because they would not let my partner of twenty-seven years into the room.

 I am the foster child who wakes up with nightmares of being taken away from the two fathers who are the only loving family I have ever had. I wish they could adopt me.

 I am one of the lucky ones, I guess. I survived the attack that left me in a coma for three weeks, and in another year I will probably be able to walk again.

 I am not one of the lucky ones. I killed myself just weeks before graduating high school. It was simply too much to bear.

 We are the couple who had the realtor hang up on us when she found out we wanted to rent a one-bedroom for two men.

 I am the person who never knows which bathroom I should use if I want to avoid getting the management called on me.

 I am the mother who is not allowed to even visit the children I bore, nursed, and raised. The court says I am an unfit mother because I now live with another woman.

 I am the domestic-violence survivor who found the support system grow suddenly cold and distant when they found out my abusive partner is also a woman.

 I am the domestic-violence survivor who has no support system to turn to because I am male.

 I am the father who has never hugged his son because I grew up afraid to show affection to other men.

 I am the home-economics teacher who always wanted to teach gym until  someone told me that only lesbians do that.

 I am the man who died when the paramedics stopped treating me as soon as they realized I was transsexual.

 I am the person who feels guilty because I think I could be a much better person if I didn't have to always deal with society hating me.

 I am the man who stopped attending church, not because I don't believe, but because they closed their doors to my kind.

 I am the person who has to hide what this world needs most, love.

 Please repost this if you believe that homophobia is wrong.

BM LGBT History Month, London WC1N 3XX.


Email: �HYPERLINK "mailto:listmgr@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk"��listmgr@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk�  website: � HYPERLINK http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk ��www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk�.
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1910 


Magnus Hirschfeld coins the term “transvestite” 








1869


Karoly Maria Kertbeny invents the term ‘homosexual’


Prior to this such terms as similisexual, urning, uranian and homophile were commonly used.








LGBT


History





1840


Last British execution for sodomy





 


Law & Legislation





1726


1st Gay Police raid in London “Mollies arrested” Mollies being the slang for Sodomites








Education &


Literature





1882


Ist Novel to introduce


an Transgender character





1748


Jeremy Benthan


Thought to be the earliest schorlary essay on Homosexuality





1833


Unclaimed body of a women Eliza Edward was discovered in London.  Subject to a post-mortem she was found to be a 24 year old male.





1772


First public debate about Homosexuality in England re Robert Jones affair with another man.  The courts ruled that he must leave the country.








Did you 


know








Thanks to them





1899


Noel Coward - Born


Songwriter, entertainer and actor.





1859


Dame Ethel Smyth born


British writer, composer and lesbian feminist. From a young age Smyth rebelled against social constrictions inflicted on Women.





Epitaph of �HYPERLINK "http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=2660&pt=Leonard%20Matlovich"��Leonard P. Matlovich�,  1943 – 1988


When I was in the military they gave me a medal for killing two men and a discharge for loving one.





Pride


not Prejudice





Edna St. Vincent Millay, 1892-1950


Oh, you mean I'm homosexual! Of course I am, and heterosexual too. But what's that got to do with my headache?" Edna St. Vincent Millay, when a doctor hinted her severe headaches were due to repressed lesbian impulses
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