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Mailing 9.

And now……….Visible, at last!

A new magazine has been launched to explore issues of LGBT History. We are very proud to be associated with it and think you too will be very pleased to read it, perhaps to write for it. Please remember if we don’t record our history we will lose it. And if we lose our past, the present and the future become far less certain.

LGBT History Month is proud to be 

Visible!

Remembering the past helps to foster tighter communities, understand the present and prepare the future. This is why we have decided to launch visible, a not-for-profit, free, quarterly magazine dedicated to giving LGBT history more visibility.

With a circulation of 75,000 copies for the first issue, visible is to be distributed nationally to LGBT associations and support groups, libraries and official bodies (Police, NHS, Unions, …).

A dedicated website (www.visible-history.org) will also go online which will carry information about the magazine but also pdf versions of it to be downloaded at people’s convenience. We plan to increase the circulation to 100,000 copies or more for the second issue. Although both the magazine and the website are already designed to go further than accessibility guidelines, we are discussing the inclusion of a Braille supplement to the magazine from the second issue.

Our aim is to create a high quality, full colour, 32 pages publication with an emphasis on quality of design and accessibility. The content will be informative and varied, trying to capture the full diversity and richness of the LGBT community’s history. The content of visible will be available freely for reuse for non commercial purposes subject to agreement and on condition that the copyright holders are given credit.

The production costs are to be met through advertising and all profits derived from this will be donated to the LGBT History Month for the organisation and promotion of events.

We are currently in contact with Ian McKellen, Stephen Fry, Claire Summerskill, Sandy Toksvig, Linda Bellos, Dr Ju Gosling, Lisa Egan and others for contribution to visible. 

However we would like to hear from members of the community, inviting them to tell us about their own history or that of their local community. We value diversity and particularly welcome members of the too often less visible sections of the LGBT community.

If you feel you can contribute to visible, have ideas about articles or future content or simply want your organisation to receive copies of the first issue to be released in December 2005, please use the

contact details below.

Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender History

Visible Magazine

Marsh and Malone Group

Brooklands

Spices Yard

39-41 South End

Croydon

CR0 1BE

www.visible-history.org

email@visible-history.org
Publisher Tony Malone BA Hons FRSA

Editor Nicolas Chinardet

Visible Magazine is published by the

Marsh and Malone Group

Publishing and general enquires

email@visible-history.org

Contribution and content

editor@visible-history.org

Distribution

distribution@visible-history.org

Copyrights and Publication details

rights@visible-history.org

Media and press enquires

marketing@marshandmalone.com

Advertising

advertising@visible-history.org

Telephone 0845 833 0834

Visible Magazine is a not-for-profit organisation.

Visible Magazine© Visible History© and related graphic devices are a

brand name and non-profit making subsidiary of the marshandmalone group.

www.marshandmalonegroup.com
Silent no more!

Please check out this website and contribute to it. This could be a very useful tool in our work. Let us both celebrate our history and make homophobia (as well as poverty!) history.

http://www.silenceisnotgolden.org/educating.aspx
Pre – Month Launch. 23rd November 2005.

On November 23rd we are having our Pre-Month Launch. This is being sponored by the Metropolitan Police Authority and the Metropolitan Police Service jointly. It will take place at 3pm in the wonderfully refurbished Empress State Building – their new headquarters.
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We will begin with a press conference in one of the Conference Rooms and then move on to the Rotating – yes rotating – Empress Bar on the roof for drinks and nibbles. If you would like to attend – and spaces are limited I’m afraid- would you either email or write to the above addresses. 

More Sponsorship!

We are continuing to pick up sponsorship. We are currently sponsored by the TUC, the Metropolitan Police Association, the Metropolitan Police Service and the Crown Prosecution Service. They have all provided us with either funds, services or both. And this is just the beginning! Has your union sponsored us? What about your Council? Police Service? We are still desperately short of money and all the work for LGBT History Month 2006 is being done voluntarily by a group of people with full time jobs. 

Also remember you can sponsor the Month as an individual for a minimum of £10.00. Just send your cheque and how you would like to be mentioned on the website to the above address!

We win an award!

The International Lesbian & Gay Cultural Network http://ilgcn.tupilak.se has awarded Clio’s Silver Cup for outstanding achievements in documenting and spreading information about lesbian and gay history to British teacher, Sue Sanders for bringing LGBT history to school classes through LGBT History Month.

The award will be presented at the free public festival of LGBT writers, artists, documentary filmmakers, singers and poets - “Moonbow in Exile for Belarus" - which will take place over Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, October 7,8,9, 2005, at the Soho Community Safety Office, 24 Peter Street, W1. 

Sue will give a presentation on LGBT History Month on 8th October at 2pm as part of the festival after which she will receive the award.

Lesbian and Gay Oscars!

The country's first awards ceremony for heroes of the lesbian 

and gay community is coming together, with a host of celebrities expected to attend.

The Gay and Lesbian Awards (GALAs) will take place on September 

30th, as reported by GAY.COM in June, and will celebrate the contribution made by lesbian and gay people in five categories: Business Person of the Year, Top Entrepreneur, the Media Award, the Performing Arts Award and the Lifetime Achievement Award.

Already stars are lining up to take part in the event, including 

Liz Hurley, George Michael, Naomi Campbell, Will Young, Cilla Black, Stephen Fry, Alexander McQueen and Tracy Emin.

But co-organiser Simon Cherry says he hopes the event's long-term impact will be more important than the celebrities attending.

He hopes to use the funds raised to launch a scholarship fund 

for lesbian and gay students who wish to enter higher education from next year.He said the idea for the fund comes from his personal 

experience.

"If I could have got my sexuality out the way, there's no 

question that I would have done better at university," he told GAY.COM today.

"Get the sexuality issue out the way, then people can focus on 

life. We want the GALAs to help with this."

The event will take place at the Savoy, with an after-show party at Soho's Shadow Lounge.

Organisers hope it will become an established date in the gay social calendar, and expand to include grass-root campaigners and gay rights 

advocates.

To win tickets to the Shadow Lounge after-show party, offered 

exclusively through GAY.COM

My LGBT – Inspiring and Important!

We have just started documenting those LGBT people whom you feel have inspired, informed and entertained you. Check out the people nominated so far and provide us with your nomination. We have set up a dedicated email address for these nominations and I repeat the rules below:

LGBT History Month 2006 are inviting you to nominate those LGBT people who have led by example, who have inspired and informed us, who have made a difference! This is very easy to do and we really want ALL of you to join in. We begin with a set of categories – The Arts, Entertainment, Science, Sport, Politics, Writing. ( Please don’t worry if your contribution doesn’t fit into these – create another – try and make it broad enough so we can add other nominations to it – and we will add it to our list!) You may nominate in as many or as few categories as you wish. We would like you to explain each nomination in about 200 words. These will then be posted on the website so you will need to provide us with a name and an area that you are happy to have published there – for instance Paul, Burnley or Sweety Pie, London.

We are also very much aware the LGBT History month is as much about our making history as unearthing and celebrating that which has gone. To that end we wish to create another, particularly important category. We have named this Grassroots. This is to honour and remember those members of our communities who are making a difference for us all. In this category you can nominate either an individual or an organisation. So who was it that got you through the bad times, who is it that has run your local group for twenty years, that organised that petition, that works constantly for our equality, dignity and right to an ordinary life. Again My LGBT – Grassroots and a couple of hundred words. However you must also include a contact email or telephone number so that we can check that they are happy to appear on our website.

LGBT History Month is about making history as well as celebrating it!

Send your nominations to poll@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk.

Visit other nominations at http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/history/favouriteLGBTperson.htm .

An e-mail from the National Archives & a date for your diary!

Here is the link to the online Research Guide "Gay and Lesbian History at The National Archives: An Introduction", written for TNA by Dr Matt Houlbrook, University of Liverpool.  Matt's book on Queer London has just been published.  He will be speaking at the London Metropolitan Archives conference on 3rd December.  We would be very grateful if you could promote this link in the LGBT History Month newsletter.
http://www.catalogue.nationalarchives.gov.uk/RdLeaflet.asp?sLeafletID=357 

There is an article by Matt Houlbrook called "Lady Austin's Camp Boys and Other Stories" about the Guide at: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives/advice/pdf/bulletin_nov03.pdf
best wishes 
Rachel 
Senior Project Manager, 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 

The National Archives, 
Kew, Surrey TW9 4DU 
Tel: 020 8392 5330 ext. 2531 
e-mail: rachel.hasted@nationalarchives.gov.uk 

Another event – featuring our very own………

PRESS RELEASE * PRESS RELEASE * PRESS RELEASE * PRESS RELEASE *

The Lesbian and Gay Newsmedia Archive presents an evening of presentations and discussion

‘QUEER BRITAIN – THE GAY COMMUNITY AND THE STRAIGHT PRESS’

THURSDAY 6 OCTOBER 2005 – 7.15 pm

At the London Metropolitan Archives,

40 Northampton Road

London EC1

WITH PETER TATCHELL,

SUE SANDERS (from SCHOOLS OUT!) and ROBERT THOMPSON (from LAGNA)

TICKETS £5 (including refreshments) in advance from LAGNA

02084114933

To mark the end of LAGNA’s year-long Heritage Lottery Funded project, we are staging a special event at the London Metropolitan Archives. Peter Tatchell, who needs no introduction, will be talking on the subject, ‘Queer News through Straight Eyes – How the mainstream media filters news on LGBT issues’. With Peter’s huge experience of the press, from Bermondsey onwards, this is definitely going to be both revealing and challenging. Sue Sanders has been spearheading the campaign against homophobia in schools for many years. She also co-ordinated the first ever LGBT History Month in Febuary, and will share her insights into the ‘straight’ press’s  coverage of it (which ranged from the supportive to the vitriolic). Robert Thompson is Outreach Officer at LAGNA and he will give a Powerpoint presentation based on some of the 200,000 or so cuttings in our collection. There will also be some discussion time so everyone can have their say. We look forward to seeing you there.

Melmoth Theatre Company joins LGBT History Month!

Melmoth Theatre Company, famed for their gay versions of Shakespeare’s plays and pioneering work with schools and theatre audiences alike, is staging their production of “The Merchant of Venice” for LGBT History Month 2006!

Check out their past triumphs at  http://www.melmothproductions.co.uk/
And then go and see them at Greenwich Theatre:

THROWING STONES

A New Play by Christopher John Ball and Dean Sipling 

Directed by Anton Krause.

Where: Greenwich Playhouse

How: Box Office 0208 858 9256 or boxoffice@galleontheatre.co.uk

"What's in your family album?"

THROWING STONES, the debut play by Christopher John Ball and Dean Sipling opens at the Greenwich Playhouse for a four week run from 6th September - 2nd October 2005.

THROWING STONES explores the decline of Adam Lazenby, a successful photographer, when he is accused of producing ‘indecent’ images. He protests his innocence, but as the police probe and tabloid reporters pick over his life, even those closest to him begin to have their doubts. His professional life falls apart, friends desert him and he risks losing his young daughter. But how much has he brought upon himself? And what are the police really looking for?

Melmoth's Anton Krause directs a strong cast, including Christopher Vian-Smith, Laura Murphy, Shaun Stone and Helen Chadney.

Controversial, complex and contemporary, THROWING STONES is an outspoken drama torn from today’s headlines.

6th September - 2nd October 2005

Tuesday - Saturday 7.45pm , Sunday 4pm. £10, concs £8.

A Press release – please print and circulate:

We have put this on a single page for easy printing! It follows:

[image: image3.jpg]lesbian
“ga

bisexual
frans

2006




News Release - Immediate

February 2006 is Next LGBT History Month!

February has been designated LGBT History Month UK. Modelled on the highly successful Black History Month, it aims to illuminate the hidden histories of those, who would probably today identify as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Trans (LGBT).

Feb 2005 was highly succesful with over 100 events recorded on our site and at least another 100  not directly notified to us. There were also over 50,000 hits to our website in last February alone!

All over Britain organisations as diverse as LGBT Groups, workplaces – including the DfES, Home Office, Dti, NHS – major unions, the police, libraries, churches, theatres, schools and colleges took part.

February 2005 also saw three formal receptions – the House of Commons, Edinburgh Castle and Manchester Town Hall.

The DfES supported us with a grant. 

We first created our website in December 2004 annd it was launched at a well attended reception at the Tate Modern. We are in the process of updating the site for 2006 and it may be viewed at 

www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk.

This year the Crown Prosection Service and the Metropolitan Police Authority have started the grant ball rolling. The TUC is sponsoring us and is having it’s first International LGBT Conference in London in Feburary 2006.

The International Lesbian & Gay Cultural Network http://ilgcn.tupilak.se has awarded Clio’s Silver Cup for outstanding achievements in documenting and spreading information about lesbian and gay history to British teacher, Sue Sanders for bringing LGBT history to school classes through LGBT History Month.

The award will be presented at the free public festival of LGBT writers, artists, documentary filmmakers, singers and poets - “Moonbow in Exile for Belarus" - which will take place over Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, October 7,8,9, 2005, at the Soho Community Safety Office, 24 Peter Street, W1. 

Sue will give a presentation on LGBT History Month on 8th October at 2pm as part of the festival after which she will receive the award.

Contact: Paul Patrick 01282441601. 07883091678.

Sue Sanders 02076350476.

Claiming our history, celebrating our present, creating our future.

Afterwords;

You may find these interesting:

The Lives of John Lennon : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lives_of_John_Lennon
Greta Garbo: http://observer.guardian.co.uk/international/story/0,6903,1567211,00.html

And something to do in your spare time:

	Gay mystery shoppers to test prejudice
Ben Townley, Gay.com UK
Friday 9 September, 2005 14:48 

	Lesbian and gay people are being urged to act as “mystery shoppers” and test how they are treated by shops, restaurants and hotels.

The campaign, organised by the Welsh branch of Stonewall, is intended to highlight the problem of discrimination in the goods and services sector.

Entitled Give Us the Goods, the project will also increase the pressure on the government to introduce protection in the sector for lesbian and gay people.

At present, there is no legislation protecting gay people from refusals in hotels and restaurants, as well as the private sector, despite other minority groups receiving legal protection.

Campaigners had hoped new laws would see an end to a legal loophole but, despite assurances from the government, concrete proposals are yet to be drawn up.

Stonewall Cymru says the project will help tackle some of the issues facing lesbian and gay people using the private and public sector.

“Everyday LGB people in Wales avoid public spaces and places where they feel they can’t express themselves,” Stonewall Cymru, Director, Dr Alison Parken said in a statement today.

They often don’t get the services they need because they won’t tell the police, their doctor, teacher, youth worker, housing provider, parent or church leader about being lesbian or gay because they anticipate being badly treated.” 

“Worse, if they do inform people that they are lesbian or gay and need service delivery to take that into account, often the response is ‘We don’t need to know that, we treat everyone the same,” she added.

Dr Parken said the charity had received some startling stories from lesbian and gay people, including the refusal of a smear test, a bank demanding HIV tests from a gay couple and a lesbian couple who were refused help by a housing authority, despite being harassed by their neighbours.

The profile of goods and services and the lack of protection was increased last year, when the owner of a Scottish B&B refused to allow a gay couple to stay in his lodgings.

He said their sexuality went against his religious beliefs, but was stripped from the Scottish tourist board’s official listings who said his attitude went against the ethos of Scottish tourism.

The issue garnered mainstream attention, with national newspapers covering the issue and the plight of lesbian and gay people facing similar obstacles every day.

“This isn’t equality,” said Dr. Parken about the current situation. 

“It isn’t recognising LGB service needs and planning to provide services in an accessible or appropriate way.”

To take part in the mystery shopper campaign, visit http://www.stonewallcymru.org.uk.
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