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LGBT History Month Mailing 11.

LGBT History Month 2006 – Badges Now Available!
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Get your LGBT History Month Badge with the LGBT History Month 2006 logo - available in four different colours – Blue, Green, Pink & Yellow. 

These are high quality enamelled badges with a luxury finish.

These beautiful badges cost only: 

£2.50 each (state colour you require); 

Set of four (one of each colour) £8.50 

10 mixed for £20.00 

All prices include postage & packing.

(All proceeds will go to administer LGBT History Month 2006.)

Send cheques made payable to LGBT History Month to:

BM LGBT History Month

London WC1N 3XX.

Bulk orders to be quoted for – please contact Paul Patrick 01282 441601 or paulchrysalis@yahoo.co.uk.

LGBT History Month holds its Pre-Launch Bash!

On Wednesday 23rd of November LGBT History Month will hold its Pre-Launch event, sponsored by the Metropolitan Police Service and Metropolitan Police Association. The event will be hosted by your very own Sue Sanders and Paul Patrick who will introduce 

· DAC Fitzpatrick 

· Rictor Norton

· Sarah Weir

· Cyril Nri

· Dr Jeffrey Weeks

· Persia West

· Kirsten Hearne.

This all means that LGBT History Month 2006 is rapidly approaching.

We want your events!

Now is the time to organise your event(s), visit our website;

www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk
and use an events form to let us know what you are doing so we can place your event on our calendar. Also we will include details of your group or organisation on our website so that people can know who you are, what you do and how to contact you, if you think that information would be useful to others.

Also check out our calendar to see what events are taking place near you!

Mailings will become more frequent in the run up to LGBT History Month 2006 and the next one will include some details of the events of which we have already been notified – so get your event in now!

Lambeth gives £15,000 to celebrate LGBT History Month 2006!

Amy Donovan, the Lambeth LGBT Anti-Hate Crime Coordinator is pleased to announce that the Lambeth Council has allocated £15,000 approximately to the borough's LGBT History Month in February 2006. 

Commenting on this development, "This funding is significant, it provides an opportunity for 
Lambeth to promote the visibility and recognition of LGBT identities both past and present with a view to improving the future for LGBT people in Lambeth".

This is great news and where Lambeth leads your borough or local council can follow!

Contact your local authority and point out Lambeth’s commitment to the work. Remind them that LGBT people are tax and council tax payers too and we have as much right to have our needs recognised, our lives and achievements celebrated and our safety assured.

Take this information to your local LGBT group, your union branch, your workplace – don’t leave it for others to do!

And so as not to be outdone – here are Southwark’s plans!

“The second national LGBT history month will be happening in February 2006. Building on the successful events that took place in Southwark in 2005Southwark is in the process of organising 6 events to happen next year.
3rd February   Southwark LGBT Network AGM 
8th February    LGBT Quiz Night @ the Rye 
11th February    Pride in Health open day @ Glaziers Hall 
15th February    LGBT film at a Multi Plex cinema 
16th February   Outspoken 1 
21st February   Outspoken 2 

“Also in the pipe-line is a LGBT history walk to take place at some point during the month. 

“To promote the events taking place in Southwark some flyers and advertising of the events will be distributed as widely as possible. 
“If you have any events planned or are thinking of having an event, or know of any event that may be happening for the history month in Southwark, it would be great to hear from you so that I could include this within the flyers (I am planning to have the flyers ready for the beginning of 2006) and will be including any information on the History Month events within the new Southwark LGBT Network website. 

http://www.southwark-lgbt.org/
“Equally, if you are thinking of having an event and would like some support, please let me know. 

Let's Make History!” 

Dax Ashworth 
LGBT Community Development Worker 
020 7525 5659 
07768 732 602 
Southwark Council 
CIDU 
Town Hall 
East House 
Peckham Rd 
SE5 8UB
National Union of Teachers holds its 11th Pride in Education Conference.

On Saturday 19th November over a hundred teachers met together in the NUT’s headquarters at Hamilton House for the 11th Pride in Education Conference. The first session was chaired by Claire Jenkins,a trans woman, ex- deputy head and one of the participants in the excellent documentary, shown on ITV about the young girl with two trans mums. Louise, the young girl concerned also attended the conference with one of her mums to take part in a workshop based on the programme. 

The conference was first spoken to by Steve Sinnott, the Union’s General Secretary, who outlined areas of Union policy and practice, where we currently stood and the way forward.

We were then treated to an excellent presentation by Gavin Baldwin, from Middlesex University who talked about using the school curriculum, and particularly Citizenship, to combat homophobia and institutional heterosexism.

He was followed by Amanda Brown of the NUT Legal Department and John Bangs, Assistant Secretary, Education and Equal Opportunities.

There were then workshops and lunch.

After the break we returned to hear Lucy Faulkner, of the Football Association, talk about their new campaign to “Kick Homophobia Out of Football”

www.thefa.com/TheFA/EthicsAndSportsEquity/Gender/

Then Dr Emma Renold of Cardiff University discussed her research on Gender and Sexual Norms in the Primary School.

This was followed by a panel consisting of Ros McNeil, Principal Officer, Gender, NUT, Tim Lucas, Chair LGBT Working Party, Alan Wardle, Stonewall, Linda Bellos, Co-Chair Southwark LGBT Network (see above), Claire Anderson, Chair, Birmingham university LGBT Group and Organiser of “Stamp Out Homophobia in Schools Campaign (see below) and James Walsh LGBT Officer National Union of Students, who spoke to the issues and answered questions.

The day was rounded off by Paul Patrick, LGBT Working Party, President of Rossendale NUT & Co-Chair of Schools OUT, who sent people on their way with joy in their hearts, a smile on their faces and a recommitment to engage the struggle!

For all you Welsh movie goers!
Wales' largest film festival has doubled its lesbian and gay output this year, in a bid to raise the profile of LGBT cinema.

The 17th Cardiff Screen Festival will feature 11 gay films this year, 
almost double the number of last year's programme.

Additionally, organisers say many of the filmmakers will be travelling to the Welsh capital to introduce their works, which include short films.
The festival will be closed by US gay romantic comedy Adam and Steve, which will receive its European premiere at the festival.
The screening will also be attended by the film's award winning writer and director Craig Chester, Cardiff's Artistic Director Berwyn Rowlands said.
He added that the festival reflects the ongoing rise in gay cinema.
"The growth in gay television channels and the popularity of the DVD has seen a huge interest in gay and lesbian content," Rowlands said.
"The eclectic mix of Cardiff's gay strand demonstrates the diversity of the gay audience," he added.
The festival will also feature a special tribute to Australian gay filmmakers Queer Screen, as well as a panel of international filmmakers discussing new queer cinema.


For a full list of films on show, visit 
www.cardiffscreenfestival.co.uk.

Seventh Transgender Day of Remembrance 

November 20th 2005.
 ===========================


The seventh annual Transgender Day of remembrance in which those who have suffered and died from transphobic violence are remembered.. There was a London event at 3pm in the chapel of Oxford House, Derbyshire Street, London. 
Jennifer Maidman and Jessica Lauren will played music and there was number of readings.  Special honour was paid to the 26 people who have died in the last year due to trans-phobic violence.  

There was also time for quiet reflection.

More information about the Transgender Day of Remembrance can be found at  

http://www.gender.org/remember/day/


A Press Release from Schools OUT!

	SCHOOLS OUT
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WORKING FOR EQUALITY IN EDUCATION for LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANS PEOPLE

STAMP OUT HOMOPHOBIA
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	IN SCHOOLS


7th December - Stamping Out Homophobia in Schools!

Schools OUT and Birmingham University LGBT students are delivering a 250 foot long petition to the Right Hon Jacqui Smith.

We have asked the Guinness Book of Records to adjudicate as to whether this is the largest petition – size-wise – ever!

We will be gathering at the Old Palace Yard opposite

The House of Lords at 3pm.

We will then walk to the DfES Building in Great Smith Street

and present the petition to Jacqui Smith, Schools Minister at 4pm.

Please come and join us – the more the merrier – and the more effective!

You may also want to write to Jacqui Smith at House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

Or email her via  http://www.parliament.uk/index.cfm

Please let Sue know if you are bringing any young people or school students

We will be available for press interviews in the Old Palace Yard at 3pm.

The petition is made up of signed footprints collected at Gay Prides throughout the summer by people who want to see the end of the homophobic bullying that is increasing in our schools up and down the land. Signatories include Rhona Cameron and Lord Chris Smith, Britain’s first openly gay MP!

General email:
secretary@schools-out.org.uk 
Post:
BM Schools Out! National, London, WC1N 3XX
Co Chairs:
Sue Sanders (020) 7635 0476 sue.sanders03@virgin.net
Paul Patrick (01282) 441601, 0788 3091678, 02078711256 paulchrysalis@yahoo.co.uk
Media enquiries:
Nigel Tart (01273) 298299, (07929) 271977 tart@ntlworld.com
Paul Patrick (01282) 441601, 0788 3091678,  (020) 7871 1256. paulchrysalis@yahoo.co.uk
www.schools-out.org.uk 

Please sign the Petition against Iran’s murderous attacks on Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual people!
Iranian LGBT Freedom Petition

As many of you will know Iran has recently hanged four young men for “homosexual acts. This link takes you to an international petition against this barbarity.

Please take the time to sign it and send the link to others.

Sign the Iranian LGBT Freedom Petition

A message to the world from LGBT Iranian activists of the PGLO:

Dear Friend, 
Please support our struggle by signing this webpage petition:

 http://new.PetitionOnline.com/IRGLO/petition.html

Do not leave us alone.

Arsham PARSI
Spokesman & Secretary of Human Rights Commission
Persian Gay & Lesbian Organization
http://www.pglo.org
hrc@pglo.org
And Iran is not alone:

Cameroon: eleven men detained for being gay 

Eleven men are currently held in pre-trial detention in Yaoundé’s central prison, reportedly accused of “practising homosexuality”, which is not a recognized criminal offence under the Cameroonian Penal Code. Amnesty International considers the men to be prisoners of conscience, detained solely because of their suspected sexual orientation, and is calling for their immediate and unconditional release. 

The 11 men were arrested on 22 May 2005 in the Cameroonian capital, Yaoundé, by gendarmes from the Nlongka Brigade. On 13 June 2005 they were transferred to Kondengui Central Prison in Yaoundé, where they received the visit of a lawyer. Although according to the Cameroonian law the detainees should have been produced before a court of law within three days, they have not been allowed to see a judge to contest the grounds for their arrest or detention. 

Amnesty International is calling for the unconditional and immediate release of these 11 men, believing that they are prisoners of conscience if they are solely detained because of their (real or perceived) sexual orientation, including the practice of consensual same-sex sexual relations between consenting adults in private. Failing this, the Cameroonian authorities should immediately clarify the charges against the men; ensure that the men are given an immediate opportunity to challenge the lawfulness of their detention before a judge and charge the 11 men with a recognizably criminal offence for which there is supporting evidence, and to ensure that they are given a prompt trial, which fully meets international standards of fairness. Amnesty International is also calling for any charges referring to sexual orientation to be dropped in these cases. 

AI has no information suggesting that the men have been targeted for ill-treatment in custody. However, given that homophobia is endemic in Cameroonian society, this group of detainees may be at risk of verbal or even physical attack. AI is also concerned that the conditions at the prison constitute cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment because of overcrowding, poor sanitation and inadequate or even lack of food. 

Take action: 

Write polite letters to the Cameroonian authorities listed below, making it clear that you are writing as a member of Amnesty International. 

If you are fluent in French, please write your letters in French, otherwise write them in English. 

In your letters, please: 
- say that you are writing regarding the case of the 11 men. Give brief details of the case, if you can; 
- express concern that the 11 men were allegedly arrested for their sexual orientation; 
- say that Cameroonian law does not establish homosexuality as a criminal offence: consequently, the arrest and detention of these 11 men was illegal; 
- urge the authorities to drop the charges referring to sexual orientation and unconditionally release these men if that is the only reason why they are in prison; 
- mention that you are further concerned that there does not appear to have been any charge against the 11 men, but they have been detained for approximately three months; 
- call on the authorities to take steps to uphold their obligations under the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights and under the African Convention for Human and People’s Rights; 
- finally, reiterate your call for the charges referring to sexual orientation against the 11 men and the two women to be dropped. 

Addresses: 

Minister of Justice 
Mr Amadou Ali 
Vice- Premier Ministre – chargé de la Justice – Garde des Sceaux 
L’Office du Premier Ministre 
Yaoundé 
Cameroon 
Salutations : Dear vice-Prime Minister/ Monsieur le Vice-Premier Ministre 

Minister of Interior 
Mr Marafa Hamidou Yaya 
Ministre chargé de l’Administration territoriale et de la Décentralisation 
Ministère de l’Administration territoriale et de la Décentralisation 
Yaoundé 
Cameroon 
Salutation : Dear Minister / Monsieur le Ministre 

This may amuse you:
For those who don’t know Christian Voice is an outrageously homophobic, transphobic, misogynist evangelical organisation that gets far more media time than either its size or its importance deserve.

This website is a useful antidote to their ranting idiocy!

http://www.antichristianvoice.org.uk/
But if it makes you angry:

Those who would like to take their anger at Christian Voice further and complain about the disproportionate media cover they get may take inspiration from the following:

http://zefrog.blogspot.com/2005/10/silencing-stephen-green.html
And finally, from the Big Issue:

CALL FOR HOMOPHOBIC HATE CRIMES VICTIMS TO SPEAK OUT

Chas Newky-Burdon, a journalist at The Big Issue, is writing a feature story highlighting homophobic hate crime. 

He has put out this appeal:

"I am putting together a major feature for The Big Issue about homophobic hate crimes. I want to show what a huge problem there is with gay bashings and other anti-gay hate crimes in this country. I am therefore keen to speak to people who have been the victim of such crimes, ranging from casual verbal abuse to general harassment or threats and physical attacks. Naturally, I will protect people's identities in the article, or they can speak to me completely anonymously if that is what they prefer."

Chas can be contacted at The Big Issue on:
email: chas@bigissue.com
tel: 0207 526 3333

BM LGBT History Month, London WC1N 3XX.
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