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             Mailing 12.

Events, Events, Events!

Now is the time to start sending in your events for LGBT History Month 2006. Please send them to us as soon as they are organised using the form on the website. Please remember that we are a voluntary grouping, most of whom are holding down full-time jobs as well as administrating this work. By doing this you cut down on our workload immensely!

One or two people have commented on the length of our new form and the time it takes to complete compared to last year. This is to ensure that we provide correct access information to anyone wishing to attend. Last year we failed to do this. It is vitally important that we indicate disabled access so that people attending events feel confident that their needs are catered for.

Please fill in an events form – please do it as soon as you can.

LGBT History Month 2006 depends on you!


[image: image2.png]eighbours




           
[image: image3.png]\Gsblan, gay, bisexual &
Fansgender poapie





Sarah Weir                                                        Cyril Nri.

Patrons of LGBT History Month 2006.

LGBT History Month is very proud to announce that Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council and Cyril Nri, actor, director and writer, currently famous for his role of Superintendent Adam Okaro in “The Bill”, have consented to be patrons of LGBT History Month 2006.

Both spoke at the LGBT History Month Pre-launch, sponsored by the Metropolitan Police, at their Empress State Building on 23rd November 2005.

Sarah talked of the importance of art in the creation of positive images of self and claiming and reclaiming identities stolen and lost. She discussed the need for visibility if we are to achieve equality.

Cyril, well known for his acting, displayed one of his other talents by reading one of his short stories “Afro”, dealing with a young black man recognising his gay sexuality. He said that it was now time to take a stand so that future generations will not have to face the prejudice that those who have gone before faced.

Both praised the LGBT History Month initiative and have committed themselves to help us all make 2006 a resounding success.

Paul Patrick, for LGBT History Month, stated, “We are very honoured to have two such eminent members of our community and such well respected figures in the arts willing to give their support to this initiative. LGBT History Month has come of age as a major cultural celebration for all our communities.”

Our Pre-Launch.

The 23rd of November saw the Pre-Launch of LGBT history Month 2006.

This was sponsored by the Metropolitan Police Authority and the Metropolitan Police Service and held in their magnificent Empress State building in Earls Court. They did us proud. Whilst people arrived large screens either side of the podium, displayed slides from the LGBT History Month Website and a list of the organisations who are supporting next year’s venture, many of whom appeared in person to express this support. 

In no particular order they were:

Stonewall; Amnesty International; National union of Teachers; Galop; Gires; Schools OUT; Big Up; GMFA; Europride London 2006; Camden LGBT Forum; Norfolk Constabulary; ACAS; Drill Hall Theatre; Consortium; Crown Prosecution Service; OUT everywhere; A Place at the Table; BGMAG; Kirklees Safer Communities; Dti; DfES and of course:

Metropolitan Police Authority and the Metropolitan Police Service.

(The full power point is available on the website.)

We were also flanked by large banners, expressing the massive diversity of our communities. 

As guests arrived, they were greeted by live music  from Blow the Fuse.

They were also served light refreshments and became the first people to get a chance to wear the very stylish LGBT History Month 2006 badges. 

Proceedings were kicked off by Deputy Assistant Commissioner Rose Fitzpatrick, who has just taken over Diversity and Citizenship at the Met. She welcomed us all and talked of the importance of the celebration of diversity to all aspects of police work. She opened the afternoon, welcoming everyone to the event . She was proud to be there and felt is crucial that the police in London took a proactive stance on LGBT issues and were there to celebrate the achievements and realities of LGBT life. 

Sue Sanders, Co Chair of Schools OUT who instigated LGBT History Month,  thanked her and recognised the massive strides that the Police must have made for the event to be hosted by the MPS and MPA. She led a moment of silent reflection in memory of all those, not all LGBT, who have suffered homo/Transphobia, some to the extent of being murdered. She hoped that the month would be a tool with which to educate people to dispel ignorance, prejudice, stereotypes and irrational homo/transphobia. She then introduced her Co-Chair Paul Patrick, a colleague of over 30 years.

Paul was clearly thrilled at the event and the realisation that an idea that Sue voiced only two years ago had come to such fruition. He paid tribute to the police and recognised that we still had a long way to go until all LGBT people were treated as complete human beings, equally and respectfully, and that homo/transphobia was banished. 

He then introduced Dr Rictor Norton academic, historian and scholar.

Dr Norton’s work can be seen and appreciated on his website - www.infopt.demon.co.uk. He gave a fascinating speech on what is meant by LGBT history and how we now interpret it. He felt that we spend overlong on seeing our oppression as our history when there is much within it to celebrate.

Sarah Weir was next to speak. She is the executive director of the Arts Council and talked about the importance of the arts in playing in exploring the diversity of our community and finding our own identity. It was refreshing that she mentioned such a variety of our artists as Jackie Kay and Clare Summerskill, the Drill Hall and Queer Up North. She also gave out crucial information as to how to apply for grants for artistic endeavours – check the Arts Council website!

Jeffrey Weeks, historian, sociologist and writer, was the next to speak. He too talked about the importance of history in understanding who we are, where we are, how we got here and how we can use all that knowledge to help us mone forward. He reminded us of the struggles of the past and urged us to continue the fight for true equality.

Kirsten Hearne is a member of the Metropolitan Police Authority and Chair of their diversity board. She gave a rousing speech reminding us of the old days when the police could be counted on to give us a hard time - quoting Tom Robinson’s song “Glad to be Gay”. Her passion about wanting the police service to be accessible to all is one of her many driving forces. Kirsten demonstrated her knowledge and experience in setting up LGBT disabled groups, working with Transport for London, and showed herself a worthy champion. She also declared her concern that there are LGB organisations that have not become inclusive and embraced the issues of our transgender community. 

Persia West spoke movingly about her journey as a trans woman. She talked movingly and, often, hilariously, of the highs and the lows and the problems she had faced. She then shared with us that historic moment when she received her Gender Recognition Certificate and was able to own a new birth certificate in her real gender. Her presentation was heartfelt and illuminating and clearly enabled may people to understand the issues more fully. 

Cyril Nri, actor, director and writer closed our incredible bill of speakers. He talked moving about his own life and reminded us that, after all, history is just stories – stories that illuminate, that warn, that celebrate. He then proceeded to share with us one of his own. – a warm, amusing and affectionate account of a black boy (you felt a lot like him) realising his gay sexuality. He summed up by saying, “There are many labels that can be attached to me, but when it comes down to it – I’m just Cyril.

As if this celebration wasn’t enough Susan Paterson, a member of the Galop Management Committee presented Sue Sanders, on behalf of LGBT History Month, with a silver plate engraved with MPS and MPA who co-hosted LGBT HM Pre- Launch 2006 in the hope that another organisation in would come along host it in November 2006 and add their names to the plate. We have already had some interest for this, but if your organisation would like to be hosts of next year’s pre-launch please be in contact.

LGBT History Month 2006 – Badges Now Available!
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Get your LGBT History Month Badge with the LGBT History Month 2006 logo - available in four different colours – Blue, Green, Pink & Yellow. 

These are high quality enamelled badges with a luxury finish.

These beautiful badges cost only: 

£2.50 each (state colour you require); 

Set of four (one of each colour) £8.50 

10 mixed for £20.00 

All prices include postage & packing.

(All proceeds will go to administer LGBT History Month 2006.)

Send cheques made payable to LGBT History Month to:

BM LGBT History Month

London WC1N 3XX.

Bulk orders to be quoted for – please contact Paul Patrick 01282 441601 or paulchrysalis@yahoo.co.uk.
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“Putting LGBT History into Education.”

A Conference to be held at the Drill Hall Theatre, 

Chenies Street, London WC1. 

February 4th 2006. 10am – 5pm.

Schools OUT, the organisation that brought you LGBT History Month UK is holding a conference to explore the educational implications of LGBT History Month for Schools, Colleges, Teachers, Students, Parents, Governors and Local Authorities.

Speakers already confirmed include Professor Stanley Wells, Editor of the Oxford Shakespeare, Chair of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust and staunch defender of LGBT History Month; John Ford chair of LGBT Network DfES, Hazel Wallace the Metro, Elizabeth Atkinson University of Sunderland on her research into LGBT issues and Primary schools, Jan Bridget Lesbian Information Service, Dee Evans A Trans perspective  founder member of A:Gender

Jackie Kay and Rickie Beadle Blair to be confirmed.
The day will include workshops, speakers and a theatrical performance. You will have time to explore what LGBT History Month means to you and how you can exploit it within your school or college in order to create a more inclusive curriculum for all students, challenge homophobia and institutional heterosexism and have some fun along the way!

You do not need to be a teacher nor a Schools OUT member to come along, enjoy and contribute.

Registration costs £25.00, employed, £10.00, concessions, and includes tea, coffee and lunch. There will be time for networking and discussing the most recent research on LGBT people and issues in education.

Just fill in the form below and make your cheque payable to Schools OUT and either hand it to one of the Schools OUT committee or post it to the address below.

Name
Phone

Address

Email

Particular Requirements

Please send cheques for £25 (£15 if student/retired/unwaged), payable to ‘Schools Out’, to

BM Schools Out! National, London, WC1N 3XX

Or email a provisional booking to secretary@schools-out.org.uk
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What is the nation’s favourite lesbian or gay novel? Find out with The Big Gay Read!


Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit and Tales of the City, arguably two of the most important books in the gay and lesbian genre, are just two of the titles in a 21-strong list of suggested novels in the search to find the UK’s favourite lesbian or gay novel.

The Big Gay Read’s list of possible titles features a mix of books that span both the literary and the popular, appealing to a wide range of readers.  Book lovers can log via the website (http://www.biggayread.com/enter.php?6 ) to download the recommended reading list, join in discussions, submit their own suggestions for other favourite books and post reviews. 


Organisers are urging readers to get reading and vote via the online voting form or through Big Gay Read brochures available in libraries and LGBT venues. Big Gay Readers have got until 28 February 2006 to make their decision and votes have already been cast from Aberdeen to Ashton.

The winning title will be announced at special event during the queerupnorth International Festival in Manchester on 18 May 2006.

The Big Gay Read - co-ordinated by queerupnorth, Commonword, Time to Read and Manchester, Salford & Blackpool Libraries in association with BT and Bertram Library Services - was launched during Manchester Pride in August.  

For more information please go to: http://www.biggayread.com/enter.php?6
Inspiring LGBT people.

We have had a few nominations for LGBT people past and present who have inspired us – please keep them coming in so that by February 2006 our website shows the range of achievement of our favourite LGBT people.

I copy again below how to submit a nomination.

LGBT History Month 2006 are inviting you to nominate those LGBT people who have led by example, who have inspired and informed us, who have made a difference! This is very easy to do and we really want ALL of you to join in. We begin with a set of categories – The Arts, Entertainment, Science, Sport, Politics, Writing. ( Please don’t worry if your contribution doesn’t fit into these – create another – try and make it broad enough so we can add other nominations to it – and we will add it to our list!) You may nominate in as many or as few categories as you wish. We would like you to explain each nomination in about 200 words. These will then be posted on the website so you will need to provide us with a name and an area that you are happy to have published there – for instance Paul, Burnley or Sweety Pie, London.

We are also very much aware the LGBT History month is as much about our making history as unearthing and celebrating that which has gone. To that end we wish to create another, particularly important category. We have named this Grassroots. This is to honour and remember those members of our communities who are making a difference for us all. In this category you can nominate either an individual or an organisation. So who was it that got you through the bad times, who is it that has run your local group for twenty years, that organised that petition, that works constantly for our equality, dignity and right to an ordinary life. Again My LGBT – Grassroots and a couple of hundred words.

And finally, sadly…the Christian right are at it again!

Please use all your power of influence in these two campaigns.

Never mind whether the idea of “Jerry Springer – the Opera” appeals to you or not. Sainsburys and Woolworths are banning it from their shops because of complaints from the Christian right. Sainburys admitted they had only 20 complaints.

Do you really want the Christian right to decide what you will watch; what you can buy? They win this one and what will they be deciding for you next?

Equity, the actors’ union says:

You may have read in the press that both Sainsbury’s and Woolworths 
have withdrawn from sale DVDs of Jerry Springer - The Opera after 
receiving complaints from the public. This is the same production of 
Jerry Springer - The Opera which was subject to protests when the BBC 
screened it.

When Equity approached the two companies, Sainsbury's press office said 
that they had received around 20 complaints but Woolworths would not 
reveal the number of complaints it had received other than to say it 
was "substantial".

Equity is very concerned about the action of the two companies and 
General Secretary Christine Payne has issued the following statement:

"Equity is opposed to the action which Woolworths and Sainsbury's have 
taken on two grounds. Firstly, Equity strongly supports artistic 
freedom and equally strong opposes censorship in all its forms, however 
offended any individual may feel themselves to be by a particular piece 
of dramatic art.

“Secondly, Equity members derive income from the sales of recorded 
material, including DVDs, and so stand to lose income from actions such 
as these.

"Equity is inviting all of its members to make their views known to 
Sainsbury’s and Woolworths about these acts of censorship."

If you wish to contact Sainsbury's with your views you can visit 
www.sainsburys.co.uk/contactus and complete an e-mailable form or call 
their general enquiry line on 0800 636 262.

If you wish to contact Woolworths you can send an e-mail to 
customer.relations@woolworths.co.uk or call the company's headquarters 
on 020 7262 1222.

And as if that wasn’t enough:

Under pressure from the right wing American Family Assn., Ford (and its subsidiaries Jaguar, Volvo and others) have decided to stop advertising in Gay media and to stop supporting gay events. This will probably apply to Europe as well as the US. Ford has been a steady sponsor of Pride London in the past few years...


http://wardsauto.com/ar/auto_ford_averts_potential/index.htm
 
More on this here:

http://americablog.blogspot.com/2005/12/breaking-ford-has-agreed-to-no-longer.html
BM LGBT History Month, London WC1N 3XX.
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