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             Mailing 18.

Two Conferences to kick off LGBT History Month!

Both Schools OUT at the Drill Hall Theatre and the Museum of London held prestigious Conferences on 4th February to mark the beginning of LGBT History Month. Each had over 100 participants and both were addressed by our very own Paul Patrick, who sped his queer way from venue to venue in taxis and felt very important. Peter Tatchell also spoke at both events, but chose the more eco-friendly bicycle to get him from place to place. 

The Museum of London’s conference marked the opening of their new exhibition-Queer London – which makes up in colour and excitement for being somewhat compact. It is also very prominently placed so that no visitor could possibly miss it! Colourful, lively, fun and visible – it is the Museum of London’s very own LGBT Pride March! Go and see it if you possibly can.

The Schools OUT Conference was enhanced by the presence of Q boy – the gay rapper – who used the conference to launch his new single and The Xpress youth Theatre Company from Surrey who moved the entire audience by giving us preview extracts of their clearly brilliant production of  “The Laramie Project”. (Further details of performances to follow – it comes highly recommended by us all! And see below!) The conference was closed by Cyril Nri, patron of LGBT History month 2006 who treated the participants to his usual charm, wit and intelligence and a reading of his short story “Afro”.

Detailed reports of the conferences will be available at a later date, but both were well received and seen as very useful by the participants.

Xpress Theatre Company and “The Laramie Project”

Despite being only two weeks into the rehearsal process Xpress Youth Theatre Company treated the Schools OUT LGBT History Month Conference to some brilliant extracts from “The Laramie Project”, the play that examines the murder of Matthew Shepard, a young gay man in Laramie, Wyoming in October 1998.

The performances were assured and strong and the young people spoke to and deeply moved an audience of a hundred. We will be keeping you informed on the progress of this production and urge any of you who were there and felt as moved as we did to let the young people know by emailing - nina@fruitsofthewomb.co.uk – and let them know. Work of this sort is what we are all about and needs encouragement.

LGBT History Month and the BNP!

We received a complaint that we should not have reprinted the BNP attack on LGBT History Month as it only further promotes their views. We firmly believe that organisation like the BNP  exist in the dark corners where ignorance and fear grow. It is LGBT History Month’s policy to shine the light of knowledge and awareness into that darkness. We will always let you see what both our friends and our enemies have to say about us so you can fashion your own response. As well as informing you, we also notified the police, the National Union of Teachers and the Anti-Fascist Movement and issued a joint press statement with the Lesbian & Gay Coalition Against Racism.

Please see article below:

http://uk.gay.com/headlines/9540
The BNP is a racist and homophobic party and it should be no surprise that they would target a project that promotes diversity and acceptance through knowledge and understanding. 

http://www.naar.org.uk/newspages/060130b.asp
Stopping the rise of the BNP.

Unite Against Fascism national conference, 
Saturday 18 Feb 2006
TUC Conference Centre, Great Russell Street, London WC1

Speakers include: • Ken Livingstone • Gurinder Chadha Bend it like Beckham and Bride and Prejudice director • Billy Hayes CWU General Secretary • Keith Sonnet UNISON Deputy General Secretary • Dominque Walker sister of murdered black teenager Anthony Walker • Kat Fletcher NUS President • Mick Connolly SERTUC Regional Secretary • Iqbal Sacranie MCB Secretary General • Henry Guterman MBE Holocaust survivor • Linda Riordan MP • Lee Jasper NAAR • Weyman Bennett UAF • Mohammed Azam Labour Party NEC member • Glyn Ford MEP • Leon Greenman OBE Holocaust survivor • Michael Meacher MP • Ben Summerskill Stonewall Chief Executive • Sadiq Khan MP • Mark Meredith Mayor of Stoke • Jackie Lewis ILGA Europe Chair • Lethal Bizzle MOBO-award-winning grime star • Dave Haslam acclaimed music writer and legendary Hacienda DJ • Red Saunders RAR founder • Chris Bolton RAR/Misty in Roots • Paul Samuels A&R & LMHR collective, Atlantic Records • Alan Miles director of RAR/LMHR film "Who Shot the Sherrif? • Sophie Williams Music biz PR expert • Paul Hutton Director of Metropolis Music, organisers of the V Festival • Mohammed Taj • Salma Yacoob • Love Music Hate Racism 
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For registration form and further details go to:

http://www.uaf.org.uk/news.asp?choice=88888
Times Education Supplement & Teacher Support Network Release Survey Results.

Under the heading “Gay Staff Endure Daily Insults” the Times Ed publishes the results of the first wave of the groundbreaking survey on the position of lesbian and gay teachers in our schools. The survey continues to run at http://www.teachersupport.info

Please take the time to fill in if you are a teacher and haven’t done so. If you are not a teacher but have friends and family who are please pass on the information.

The results so far are both predictable and depressing!

“Harassment from colleagues and pupils leaves many homosexual teachers scared of going to work,”

it begins. “A TES survey reveals that 75% of lesbian and gay teachers have experienced discrimination at work. The survey of 104 teachers was carried out by the TES and the Teacher Support Network charity in advance of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender History Month in February.”

Tony Fenwick, committee member of Schools OUT, was used as a case study. “Each time he began to teach a class, pupils would hurl insults……..’Gay was a universal word for dysfunctional………This was a school were racist and sexist abuse were non-starters, but homophobic abuse was rife!’”

Sue Sanders, Co-Chair of Schools OUT, stated,” Children use the word “gay” to describe anything they don’t like. People immediately assume that LGBT History Month is talking about sexuality. We are not. We are talking about identity. We want people to be proud of who they are.”

Paul Patrick, Co-Chair of Schools OUT, commented, “This is an important and timely survey. If schools are unsafe places for LGBT teachers, imagine what it must be like for LGBT pupils and those pupils with LGBT friends and family. Schools OUT spends most of its time pointing out that homophobic abuse is rife within our schools and showing how it can be successfully tackled. It is time that people took notice!”

For TES article see: http://www.tes.co.uk/2184212.

Call for “Pink Plaques” for Brighton.

At the beginning of LGBT History Month a councillor from the Green Party calls for Brighton’s LGBT past to be commemorated by Pink Plaques around the town.

See:

http://www.ukgaynews.org.uk/Archive/2006feb/0402.htm
Scotland celebrates LGBT History Month.

LGBT History Month 2006 

LGBT History Month returns to Scotland this February 
February has been designated LGBT History Month throughout the UK. Building on the success of last year’s events, LGBT History Month aims to illuminate the hidden histories of those who would probably today identify as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Trans (LGBT). 

LGBT Youth Scotland, the national LGBT Youth agency, has been commissioned by the Scottish Executive to coordinate LGBT History Month over the next few years. 

We will be hosting and supporting a number of projects across Scotland. Events organized by the Scottish Executive include a Ministerial Reception and a Thematic Seminar. Other community events include a Variety Show, Storytelling Evening and many others across Scotland. 

In Scotland, the legislation to decriminalize homosexuality was only introduced in 1980 so something as trivial as walking hand in hand with your same sex partner in the street could have got you arrested. Even today, many members of the LGBT community in rural communities often feel isolated and ignored and are faced with daily prejudice. 

LGBT History Month provides us with a chance to reflect upon the lives of LGBT people and their contributions to society. It is also an opportunity to think positively about achievements in equality and to look to the future optimistically. 

Daniel Donaldson 

LGBT History Month Scotland 

Statements of Support 
LGBT History Month has received wide ranging support from politicians, members of civil society, media representatives and celebrities. 

Here are a few messages of support. 

Sean Green, 18 of Edinburgh and a member of FUSION Volunteers said: 

“Young people don't know how different life is for gay folk now than say, 10 or 20 years ago. 25 years ago, my boyfriend and I could have been arrested for something as simple as kissing, and the word transgender didn't even exist.” 
“When you think of it like that, you can see why LGBT History is important to remember.” 
Susan Deacon MSP welcomed this initiative by LGBT Youth Scotland: 

"This is a great opportunity for young people to learn from the experiences of earlier generations and to celebrate the progress which has been made. 
There is still much to be done to build a fair and tolerant Scotland and I hope that this work will help encourage LGBT young people to continue to press for change and to be confident in their ability to bring that change about." 

Richard Holloway, Chairperson of the Scottish Arts Council and a long time friend of the LGBT community in Scotland said: 

“LGBT history month throws a light back onto the hidden histories of men and women in the past that would today identify themselves as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Trans (LGBT). 
LGBT History Month is an opportunity for all of us to learn more about their lives and celebrate their contribution to society.” 
Robin Harper, Green MSP for Edinburgh also offered his full support: 

“LGBT History month is a most welcome development. 
It is much easier to know where you are going, if you know where you have been - that is true of all history, and because change has come so rapidly, this is particularly true of the history of LGBT issues. 
I am sure this month will be a revelation of many moving tales, a spur to further action, and an inspiration to all.” 

Events and Micro Projects. 
LGBT History Month is community focused. Events will range from art installations to variety shows, workshops to music events and include a Ministerial Reception hosted by the Scottish Executive. 

Glasgow 
VIVID Youth, a group of LGBT Young People based in Glasgow are producing a timeline of events and experiences relevant to young people in Greater Glasgow. 

The timeline will be displayed at the Ministerial reception, hosted by the Scottish Executive, to be held in Edinburgh on February 23rd. VIVID Youth meets on Tuesday evenings in the Glasgow LGBT Centre. 

Glasgow Caledonian University LGBT Society is also organizing a series of workshops, films and debates. For more information, visit: www.caledonianlgbt.co.uk. 

The University of Glasgow is hosting an equality and diversity week of events. 

LGBT Youth Scotland will be sponsoring an exhibition of AIDS Memorial Quilts from February 13th 

Glasgow Women’s Library 
Tue 7th February 7pm 
Film Night 
Aimee & Jaguar 
Director Max Färberböck's AIMEE & JAGUAR tells the true story of a passionate, forbidden love affair set in Berlin during World War II. 

Sat 11th February, 2pm 
Lesbian Archive and Information Centre Tour 
Established in London in 1984 it contains the UK's largest and most significant collection of materials about lesbian lives, activism and achievements. 

Thurs 23rd Feb, 11am – 5pm 
Reminiscence Workshop & Time Capsule 
GWL are creating a reminiscence box, inviting you to bring in an object, relating to lesbian life such as a video, piece of clothing, a photo, records, gig tickets, a banner or anything else. 

The Box will become an educational resource and form part of an archive on wheels

Edinburgh 
LGBT Youth Scotland’s volunteer group FUSION is holding a Variety Show on the 16th February at the Assembly Rooms, Edinburgh in association with The Museums of Scotland, The Galleries of Scotland, The City of Edinburgh Council and the Remember When Project. 

The show will comprise music, drama, fashion and song including a guest performance from Loud and Proud, Edinburgh’s LGBT Choir. The event is free, with tickets available now from www.lgbtyouth.org.uk. 

FUSION would welcome people to come in historical dress, smart or glamorous to add to the feel of the event. 

Edinburgh University Students’ Association is organizing an awareness week from January 30th onwards. This will feature a series of events promoting equality and challenging prejudice. LGBT youth will be taking part in a debate during the week. For more information visit: www.blogs.org.uk. 

Dumfries and Galloway 
LGBT Youth in Dumfries and Galloway are organizing a storytelling event on February 10th in association with Our Story Scotland. 

As part of LGBT History Month, LGBT Youth D&G and OurStory Scotland are encouraging local LGBT people to meet, plan and contribute to a creative story telling event which we will hold later in the year, and which will celebrate the lives of both older and young LGBT people from Dumfries and Galloway, and celebrate the contributions they have made to our Region. 

Aberdeen 
Aberdeen University LGBT Group is organizing a month of workshops, films and events commencing Thursday February 9th. 
For more information, 

email:aulgbtgroup@hotmail.co.uk 

Ministerial Reception* 
February 23rd 
The Scottish Executive has organized a Ministerial Reception to take place in Edinburgh. This will be hosted by Johann Lamont MSP. 

*This event is by invitation only 
Thematic Seminar 
February 13th 
LGBT Groups and their representatives have been invited to take part in a thematic seminar, hosted by the Scottish Executive in Victoria Quay. 

The seminar is themed around the Hearts and Minds agenda and will give LGBT people the chance to directly raise issues with Malcolm Chisholm, Minister for Communities and Scottish Executive Officials.Receipt.

LGBT History Month Enquiries: 
Daniel Donaldson, Development Officer. 

Tel: 0131 622 2266 / 07811961899 

Email: Daniel.Donaldson@lgbtyouth.org.uk 

Web: www.lgbthistory.org.uk 

LGBT Youth Scotland 
10 Sunnyside 

Edinburgh 

EH7 5RA 

Tel / Fax: 
0131 622 2266 

Email: 
info@lgbtyouth.org.uk 

LGBT Youth Scotland is a company limited by guarantee (No. 244805) which has been granted charitable status (SC024047). Registered in Scotland at the address above. 

The full pdf document is available on our website www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk.

And finally, for all you bird lovers!

Gay flamingos are both family men
By Richard Savill

Carlos and Fernando, male flamingos at the Slimbridge wildfowl reserve in Gloucestershire, are inseparable.

They have been together for more than five years and have even reared foster chicks. 

Twice a year they perform the elaborate courtship dance usual to males and females, before building a nest.

Homosexual activity is not unknown within the animal kingdom but few people know about it, according to zoologists. Keepers at Slimbridge said it was unique among their flamingos.

Nigel Jarrett, the reserve's aviculture manager, said: "They seem very happy. They will probably stay together for the rest of their lives. 

"They are not picked on by the other birds. If anything they are afforded more respect because two males together can be a pretty fearsome prospect for the other flamingos." 

The pair have reared three generations of adopted flamingos, by making off with the freshly laid eggs of their heterosexual neighbours. 

Mr Jarrett said: "They have been known to fight the heterosexual birds and steal their eggs. There is usually a 'handbags-at-10 yards' moment where they scrap with the couple before stealing the egg. 

"They are very good parents though and behave just as the heterosexual birds do when rearing their young." 

The pair are Greater Flamingos, native to the Mediterranean and Africa, and live on algae and small fish.

As well as male flamingos that mate, there are male ostriches that only court their own gender. Film-makers recently caught female Japanese macaque monkeys engaged in intimate acts.

Male penguins have been known to pair up and engage in sexual activity, while ignoring potential female mates. 

Adrian Walls, a bird keeper at London Zoo, said: "Homosexual behaviour is often seen amongst birds in captivity, but it is not often long-lived. If they go a long time without chicks, they often search out a different sex partner."

BM LGBT History Month, London WC1N 3XX.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:listmgr@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk" �listmgr@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/" �www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk�.





Patrons: Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director, Arts Council, England.








Corretta Scott King. 1928 – 2006.


"I still hear people say that I should not be talking about the rights of lesbian and gay people, and I should stick to the issue of racial justice. But I hasten to remind them that Martin Luther King Jr. said 'Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.'  I appeal to everyone who believes in Martin Luther King Jr.'s dream to make room at the table of brother- and sisterhood for lesbian and gay people. 


Homophobia is like racism and anti-Semitism and other forms of bigotry in that it seeks to dehumanize a large group of people, to deny their humanity, their dignity and personhood. This sets the stage for further repression and violence, that spreads all too easily to victimize the next minority group. 


Gays and lesbians stood up for civil rights in Montgomery, Selma, in Albany, Georgia, and St. Augustine, Florida, and many other campaigns of the civil rights movement. Many of these courageous men and women were fighting for my freedom at a time when they could find few voices for their own, and I salute their contributions." - � HYPERLINK "http://www.hatecrime.org/subpages/coretta.html" �Coretta Scott King�, in 1999 at the 25th Anniversary luncheon for the Lambda Legal Defense Fund.


http://www.southernvoice.com/2006/2-3/news/localnews/king.cfm














