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Lesbian receives TUC greatest honour!

TUC Women’s Gold Badge 2005.

LGBT History Month is proud to honour the work of Lesley Mansell, a woman making history!

The TUC General Council makes an annual Award of a Women’s Gold Badge. Only 1 nomination per union can be made for this award per year. The award was made at the 2005 Congress, which took place in Brighton from 12-15 September 2005. 

The Women’s Gold Badge is awarded to the rank and file woman member who is considered to have the best record of trade union and community/voluntary work over a period of years.  There is no upper age limit for candidates, but preference is given to women who are still active in their trade union. The award is not related to length of service within the trade union movement, but for the quality of the work that has been carried out on a voluntary basis.

This award is not made lightly and is a huge honour for both the recipient and their trade union.

In 2005 the award was made to Lesley Mansell on the basis of her significant contribution to the trade union and wider labour movement. The award was mainly been made for the campaigning work carried out on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans issues. Which includes bringing about a culture change within the TUC.

This is the first time that the award has been made on this basis.

Lesley Mansell said:

“I was shaken to be told that I had won this coveted prize as I recognise the calibre of all those women who have gone before me.  A number of other lesbian women could have received this award as a number of us have been involved in our respective trades unions campaigning for many years on equal rights for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans people as well as working on the women’s agenda.

What has been achieved has been done on the basis of working together for a common aim.  Which is what the trade union movement is all about.

The important thing for me is that it makes the work visible and helps to encourage all those LGBT people to “come out” rather than stay invisible at work and in society often in misery.”

The TUC Women’s Gold badge was presented by Jeannie Drake TUC President and Gordon Brown Chancellor of the Exchequer. At TUC Congress in Brighton on 13th September 2005.

Some of the work Lesley has been involved in:

Proudest achievement in the trade union 

Culture Change

Awareness raising and establishing committees, which become embedded within union structures is one aspect of Equality work.  But changing hearts and minds is more wide reaching and takes much longer.

The most important achievement has been to bring about a culture change inside the union, in the TUC and in other unions as well.  I have been instrumental in translating the attitude of the MSF conference in 1989 into support for positive policies and practices.  

I have often been told by women that I am inspirational offering a fantastic and positive role model, due to my continued enthusiasm, commitment and knowledge of equal opportunity issues and support I give in relation to women and other disadvantaged groups 

I have made major contributions to campaigns on women’s issues within MSF at regional and national level,  for example, Bullying and Harassment at Work, Equal Pay and Women and Pensions. As well as playing a major role in the campaign for full civil rights for LGBT people.

1989 Founding a network of Lesbians and Gays in MSF which became the National Committee.

1989 Researching and compiling the first MSF leaflet on lesbian and gay rights at work to raise awareness among other members

1990  Founded and co-organised National Lesbian and Gay conference.

1991- 1996 approx. Set up and ran national information helpline for five years giving advice on employment issues to lesbians, gay, bisexual and transgender people.

1998 - 2002 Founder member of the TUC Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans Committee.

Leicester Women’s Centre
In the 1970’s I was instrumental in a founding the Leicester Women’s Centre, which came about through my organisation.  Using skills I learned in the trade union and with their support, I set up a program of lobbying and campaigning.  This resulted in funding from the government’s Urban Aid programme which established a building and five workers.

Freedom Youth Group, Bristol.   Chair. 1998 – 2003 

Leicester Single Parents Association.  Chair  1973 -  1978.

Big Gay Read – Meet the Authors!

On Thursday evening last British Telecom held an event to mark both LGBT History Month and the Big Gay Read when it invite us to meet two of the authors nominated for the Big Gay Read. Jake Arnott was the first to speak and read. 

He talked of his own body of work and how he used fiction to shine a light into the darker recesses on our more recent history. He made a heart felt plea for our accepting our villains as well as our heroes as it is only by doing so that we can understand not only the length and breadth of our past but also its depth. He then began by reading the opening extract from his first book, the excellent “The Long Firm”. To a vary appreciative audience he then went on to introduce us to his new novel, due out in April, “ Johnny Come Home”.

For more info on Jake go to:

http://www.queerupnorth.com/biggayread/bgrrecommends/jake_arnott.php
Our second author was the hilariously funny – yes she used to be a stand up – Stella Duffy, who also opened with her first novel – “Calendar Girl”, having first informed us that she took up crime writing after a row with her then girlfriend – now her wife – whom she wanted to fictionalise as a corpse. The book was funny, witty, intelligent and fast moving – a bit like the author herself!

She also read an extract from her new novel, also out this April, “Parallel Lies”.

For more on Stella:

http://www.queerupnorth.com/biggayread/bgrrecommends/stella_duffy.php
Both Jake and Stella have done a lot of work for LGBT History month both last year and this. In between these two illustrious speakers Paul Patrick of LGBT History Month provided a brief resume of how the month was started and why it was important.

The event was also attended by Cyril Nri, one of our patrons, on behalf of LGBT History Month.

Have you voted yet?

Have you voted in the Big Gay Read. Please hurry as time is running out! You can either choose from the recommended titles or make a nomination of your own. Don’t leave your favourite big gay read out in the cold – go to the website

http://www.queerupnorth.com/biggayread/index.php
and vote!

Welsh Same-Sex Domestic Violence Helpline Launched.

As reported on the excellent LGBT news website Gay.com,

“A new helpline is being launched this week, with the aim of tackling the issue of same-sex domestic violence in Wales.

The Dyn Cymru Helpline, managed by the Dyn Project in Cardiff, will offer advice and assistance to lesbians and gay men who are affected by domestic violence.

The Dyn Project says it also hopes the helpline will help raise awareness of an issue that is often overlooked.”

For the full story go to:

http://uk.gay.com/headlines/9594
The helpline can be contacted on:  0808 801 0321.

BBC 4 broadcast programme on “Feminism’s Extremists”.

It is amazing how people see things differently. The threat of feminism was at one point so strong that those women who both sought to live their lives in their own way and fought for the right of all women to have that same choice were demonised as extremists! Whether this programme debunks the myths or reinforces the stereotypes we will only discover on Wednesday when it is broadcast – they are interviewing some wonderful women though! Also feminism is the basis of our ideology and a crucial component of the fight for LGBT equality - a vital part of our past, present and future.

This is how BBC 4 hypes it:

Whatever happened to feminism's extreme sects? 

Many marched for the cause, but some went further, firebombing sex shops, and even disowning their own sons. Twenty years on, Katy Guest catches up with former members of feminism's most extreme sects.

Just remember the people who made the programme did not write the blurb – the makers’ reaction to it was probably the same as yours!

If you want to know more, try the Independent on Sunday at;

http://www.independent.co.uk//eceRedirect?articleId=344143&pubId=55
The Guardian will also be doing a piece on the day of transmission.

OUTeverywhere & LGBT History Month.

LGBT History Month has been vigorously promoted by OUTeverywhere and here we give you some information as to who they are and how they operate and how you and your group can be involved..

OUTeverywhere is the largest social network for LGBT people in the UK and is kindly supporting us by promoting LGBT History Month events free of charge to all their members and on their events calendar website at

http://event.outeverywhere.com

Be sure to let us know about your events so that we can add them to

OUTeverywhere's calendar on your behalf! If you're already a member of

OUTeverywhere simply add 'LGBT History Month' as an event tag when you add your events on their calendar. They've worked some magic to ensure you'll be listed in the LGBT History Month section.

We're enjoying lots of different ways of promoting our events to a broader audience thanks to OUTeverywhere's Event Affiliates idea - this is a free service they're now offering to social groups and LGBT organisations around the UK. Go and see how your group or organisation could benefit from their services at

http://event.outeverywhere.com/aff/.

Museum of London continues to excavate the hidden past!
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Explore the history of protest in London 

January 2006 

Riot! A study day at Museum of London 
Visit the Museum of London website 

Riot! A study day at Museum of London 




May Day Riots by John Chase 

Join us to debate London's history of political protest from the violence of the Peasants' Revolt through to Broadwater Farm, Poll Tax riots and beyond. Hear the stories of those who take their cause to the streets in opposition to monarch and Parliament, of bitter religious and racial tensions, and of thwarted political demands and desires.
Speakers include Clive Bloom, Professor at Middlesex University, author of Violent London: 2000 Years of Riots, Rebels and Revolts; S.I. Martin, researcher and writer on black history; Ian Hernon, journalist and writer on the recent history of rioting in Britain; and Alastair Dunn, author of The Peasants' Revolt: England's Failed Revolution of 1381.
Saturday 25 February 2006, 10.15am-4.45pm
Book your Riot! ticket now by calling 0870 444 3850. Adults £20 (concessions £15).
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Carol Seigel
Adult Learning Officer, Access & Learning
Museum of London
150 London Wall
London. EC2Y 5HN
Tel: 020 7814 5772
Fax: 020 7600 1058
Email: cseigel@museumoflondon.org.uk
www.museumoflondon.org.uk
Glamour, grandeur, sleaze, disease - discover a great city in the making at the new Medieval London gallery 
Roots to Reckoning - a major free exhibition of the photography of Armet Francis, Neil Kenlock and Charlie Phillips until 26 February 2006
Register for regular Museum updates with enews@museumoflondon.org.uk
Coretta Scott King & 7th February – a date we missed.

Please check out:

http://www.chicagodefender.com/page/commentary.cfm?ArticleID=3959
Sir Ian wins award and speaks out!

Sir Ian McKellan, Britain and the world’s foremost openly gay actor, won a lifetime’s achievement award at the Berlin Film Festival and used the occasion to criticise Hollywood for the pressure it puts upon its lesbian and gay actors to remain in the closet if they want to get on.

It is excellent to see that McKellen has lost none of his campaigning zeal and he 

remains a good friend of LGBT History Month.

For full story check: http://film.guardian.co.uk/news/story/0,,1708502,00.html
A Future Date for Your Diary!

WEDNESDAY MARCH 8th  8.10pm, National Film Theatre

In association with Women in Film and Television.

Film is the most powerful medium in the world, but only 7% of directors
are women. Birds Eye View brings you the new generation of talent from
across the globe.
The Birds Eye View Film Festival 2006 launches at the National Film
Theatre on International Women’s Day with a stunning selection of
diverse and innovative short films. The season continues with
international shorts & UK features in May (Apollo West End), and
international documentaries in June (ICA). See 

www.birds-eye-view.co.uk


for more info.
The evening will be introduced by comedienne Arabella Weir (The Fast
Show, Does My Bum Look Big in This?), and a directors Q&A will follow
the screening, PLUS appearance from Debbie Isitt with insight into her
new feature: star-studded Confetti (Jessica Stevenson, Martin Freeman,
Alison Steadman, Julie Davis) =96 on general release in April.
And finally, a free party for all ticket holders in the NFT filmcafe
with sounds from London=92s top female DJs. 10pm-midnight.


THE FILMS:

FOURTEEN dir. Nicole Barnette (USA), 7min, 2005
UK Premiere fresh from Sundance. Hannah awakes to a momentous day of
gifts and attention. It’s her birthday. But what else? Beautifully shot
and ultimately shocking film about one of America’s subcultures


BADGERED dir. Sharon Colman (UK), 6min, 2005
**Oscar nominated** animation from NFTS student. The tale of a badger
who just wants the world to let him sleep. Fingers crossed for March
5th! With luck this could be the first chance to see the Oscar winner on
the big screen in the UK!

HOLIDAY dir. Laurence Coriat, (France-UK), 18min, 2004
A stolen car and some spliff on a summer day; a holiday of sorts. A
strong, visually fresh entry into direction from the writer of “Wonderland” (dir. Michael Winterbottom) and “Me Without You”(dir.Sandra Goldbacher).

SUSIE dir. Cathy Snelling (UK), 3min27s, 2005
Controversial winner of the Jameson Short Film Award, in this textiles
animation a woman’s masturbatory fantasies become a bizarre folk tale
about a voracious vagina that cannot be silenced.

UTEN TITTEL (UNTITLED) dir. Anja Breien (Norway), 14min, 2005
UK Premiere fresh from Sundance. An overwhelmingly beautiful poetic 
film about a cruel theme told in a way that doesn’t allow the spectators 
to close their eyes. The meaning may be hard to tie down, but the images
stir deep and stay with you.

FISH EYE dir. Margot Buff (Czech Republic), 4min, 2005
A humorous and insightful documentary told from the perspective of a
carp in the Czech Republic.

TO BOOK: NFT box office 020 7928 3232 www.bfi.org.uk/nft=20
tickets =£11.50 (members =£10.50) concessions =£9.25 (includes post
screening party).

We always knew but now it’s confirmed!

Marlon Brando: from the Sunday Times.

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2092-2035811,00.html
BM LGBT History Month, London WC1N 3XX.
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Patrons: Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director, Arts Council, England.














