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LGBT History Month mailing 22

Greetings and welcome to our latest mailing. There’s so much going on at the moment that it’s difficult to keep the lid on, but first we need to remind you that it’s never too early to start organising events for LGBT History Month 2007. 

In 2005 we turned heads; in 2006 we took off; in 2007 we need to make ourselves visible in every square metre of the UK. For ideas, letters and further information look at our website www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk. 

While you’re there you’ll see that the full report of this year’s history month is now published on the site. Please download it but before you press the print button bear in mind that it’s a veritable tome that’ll use the best part of a print cartridge and reams of paper.

Don’t forget that the website also contains our podcast which is regularly updated.

What’s happening?

LGBT HISTORY EVENTS THIS WEEKEND

Proud Heritage has organised the following LGBT history events to celebrate in the run up to this year’s Europride in London

	
	
FOR QUEEN AND COUNTRY / OUR PROUD HERITAGE 

Sat 24 June, 4pm, St Annes, Soho 

All welcome to celebrate the launch of For Queen and Country and to 
find out more about Proud Heritage's plans to establish a national 
museum of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans history. 

Special invitation to ex-armed service personnel. 

Very little has been done to record the experience of the thousands of 
lesbians, gay men, bisexuals or trans people who have served Queen (or 
King) and country in the armed services.Working with the University of 
Lancaster's Emma Vickers, Proud Heritage is launching a project to 
change all that. Come along, hear what we plan to do about this and 
find about some of the remarkable material, dating back to World War 
2, already collected. 

There will also be a presentation about the plans for Proud Heritage. 
We want to hear your views in this pleasant Soho community centre and 
garden! 

Please book at http://www.proudheritage.org/ 
£3 suggested minimum donation to cover costs and refreshments. 

Event info: 020 7609 1811 or email jack.gilbert@proudheritage.org 

------------------ 

THE PROUD LONDON GUIDED BUS TOUR 

1pm-5pm Sun 25 June 

Proud Heritage presents a pink heritage trail with a difference, 
combining historic sites across London. 

Part walked, part driven, the ground-breaking Proud London Guided Bus 
Tour will provide a unique insight into London's unique queer history 
by linking people and places from Islington to Brixton, from Vauxhall 
to Camden, from Hampstead to Piccadilly in a single entertainingly, 
thought-provoking afternoon. There are plenty of refreshment/comfort 
opportunities too. 

Advanced booking essential. Tickets must be booked at 
http://www.proudheritage.org/ by Wednesday 20 June noon. After that 
time it is essential to call to check on availability. 

£10 minimum donation 

Meet 1pm sharp, Highbury and Islington Tube Station forecourt, 
Highbury Corner, London N1. Finishes central London. 

Event info: 020 7609 1811 or email jack.gilbert@proudheritage.org 

------------------ 

BLACK PRIDE - GAY PRIDE 

Mon 25 June, 7pm, Sound Theatre, Leicester Square 

Proud Heritage presents Ted Walker Brown, Black Gay Liberation Front 
veteran and Chair of Black Lesbians and Gays Against Media Homophobia 
in conversation with Ajamu, Proud Heritage Board member, renowned 
photographer and co-founder of rukus! Federation. The session will 
bring to life an important year in the struggle against homophobia in 
Black music and media, and pay tribute to one of the pioneers in the 
field. Featuring images and news clippings, together with video 
footage from 1994, including: the now famous segment of popular music 
show The Word in which Buju Banton was brought to book by Ted for his 
murder music lyrics, and Shabba Ranks got into a heated live row with 
Mark Lamarr as a consequence... 

Tickets: £7.50 (£5 concessions) Full price includes donation to Proud 
Heritage. 

Book online at the Sound Theatre box office: 
http://www.seetickets.com/see/price.asp?code=192900 

Event info: 020 7609 1811 or email jack.gilbert@proudheritage.org 

------------------ 


PRIDE HERITAGE

Pride Heritage has also set up its website in anticipation of becoming the nation’s virtual LGBT museum. Go online at www. proudheritage.org to find out more! Email 
news@proudheritage.org to receive regular updates! 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE REPORT INTO HOMOPHOBIC BULLYING

The report of the Scottish Executive into homophobic bullying has discovered some unsurprising but depressing statistics. It can be seen if you go to

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/05/25091643/0. 

Homophobic bullying in Scottish schools leads to depression, eating disorders, self-harm and attempts of suicide. 77% of respondents said discussions of LGBT issues/homophobia rarely/never took place in their schools. Less than half of the Scottish education authorities include homophobia in their Anti-Bullying policies and Equal Opportunities policies, and few schools follow their example. Many teachers agree that they don’t always tackle it and the need for ongoing professional development to challenge homophobia is acknowledged

What has ruffled feathers about this survey is that 2 of the 7 pupil respondents who identify as LG are primary school age. Representatives of the Church of Scotland and the NASUWT have said that children cannot know their sexuality at such an age!

TUC LGBT CONFERENCE

This month sees the TUC LGBT Conference on the 29th and 30th of June. The NUT, NASUWT and ATL will be represented there. Two years ago a teacher stood up and asked Jacqui Smith, the Deputy Minister for Women, how she felt about the idea of a rainbow history month and she said the Government would probably welcome it. That teacher was me and now LGBT History Month is a national institution. Let’s see what we can achieve this year!

EUROPRIDE 2006

Following that London will host Europride on Saturday, July 1st. This year the march will descend on Oxford Street for the first time. Amnesty International will be at the Pride event; as will Schools Out and LGBT History Month. Look for our stalls and come and say hello.

EDUCATION FOR ALL CONFERENCE
On the 4th of July Stonewall will host its Education for All Conference, with guest 

speakers Ken Livingstone, Lib Dem. MP Dr Evan Harris and EACH 

Chair Denys Robertson. Places are available at £100 per delegate. Go to http://www.stonewall.org.uk/education_for_all/news/current_news/1331.asp for further details.
SOURCING SEXUALITY

The Science Museum houses Sourcing Sexuality:  a nature/nurture debate with a panel of experts in its Dana centre from 7 pm on July 13th. See http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/corporate_commercial/press/ShowPressRelease.asp?Show=398  for details. Entry is free.
SCHOOLS OUT CONFERENCE 2007

Talking of conferences: Schools Out will host its next conference during History Month 2007, on Saturday, February 3rd at the Drill Hall. Delegates will be charged £25 each and the application form is printed below. Please book soon as places are limited following last year’s huge success.

Schools Out Conference 3 February 2007 Registration Form

Return preferably with payment to BM Schools Out, London WC1N 3XX as soon as possible. The cost includes refreshments and lunch so we cannot give refunds but will accept substitutes if you find that you cannot attend after all. Please note that the administrative burden of 50% of registrations being made in the week prior to last year’s conference has led us to offer a discount for early registration. The additional costs of issuing an invoice are also reflected in the pricing. You are asked to complete all parts of the form and only one form per person please.

Please register me for the 2007 Schools Out Conference.

Name (please write clearly) ______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________ Postcode  ________________

E-Mail _______________________________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________ Mobile ________________________

Dietary requirements ___________________________________________________

Access requirements ____________________________________________________

This application is for (tick all that apply)

___ Representing an organisation (name) _______________________ (£30)

___ An individual (Full rate £25) 

___ Concessions (eg student, retired, low income, etc £18) please specify __________

___ Late application (cheque posted after 3 January add £10)

___ Invoice charge (requested before 3 January add £2)

___ Invoice charge (requested after 3 January add £5)

___ I need a receipt (available on the day – free)

___ I need a certificate of attendance (available on the day – free)

Cheque enclosed payable to Schools Out (unless you have asked for an invoice) for 

£ ____ You may also use a bank credit to Alliance and Leicester Commercial Bank 72-

88
06-15  Account 88161403. Please tell us you have done this and the date of payment.

_____________________________________________________________________

OFFICE USE ONLY

RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES FRO THE PRIMARY SECTOR

For all primary school teachers in the north east, south west and London:
No Outsiders:

Researching approaches to sexualities equality in primary schools 
Are you a primary teacher working in North East England, South West England or London?

Are you interested in challenging homophobia and developing approaches to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender equality in your own school or classroom? 

If so, the No Outsiders research project, starting in September 2006, may be just the opportunity you need to explore new possibilities with the support of a network of other teacher-researchers and an expert research team. 

What’s in it for you?

· Supply cover for 12 half days’ release in 2006-7 to develop a school-based project in consultation with your own research assistant

· One day’s sexualities equality training for your whole school plus the use of a specialised resource pack for primary schools 

· Funded attendance at national and local training and research events

· Links to other teacher-researchers around the country

· The opportunity to gain accreditation for your project via the Teachers’ Learning Academy or a designated Masters Degree route

We are recruiting teachers to the project NOW!

For more information, email Renée DePalma: rhayes@mundo-r.com  

or phone Elizabeth Atkinson: 07791 014940
‘Everyone is an insider, there are no outsiders –

whatever their beliefs, whatever their colour, gender or sexuality.’

                Archbishop Desmond Tutu, February 2004

This project is led by Elizabeth Atkinson and Renée DePalma from the University of Sunderland, in collaboration with Nick Givens and David Nixon at the University of Exeter 

and Michael Reiss at the Institute of Education, University of London. 

The project is funded by the Economic and Social Research Council. 

ANTI-HOMOPHOBIC BULLYING PETITION

The Lib Dems have a petition urging the Government to use its powers to combat homophobic bullying in schools. It is worded as follows:

We, the undersigned, call for the following to support and protect the victims of homophobic bullying:
1. Homophobic taunts and name calling in schools should be challenged immediately by staff.
2. All schools' anti-bullying policies should be required to include measures specifically to deal with homophobic bullying. 
3. At least one teacher in every school should undergo training which includes how to tackle homophobic bullying.

Please sign it – whatever your political affiliation. To sign, go to:

http://www.libdems.org.uk/campaigns/stop-homophobic-bullying.html 

STONEWALL SURVEY

Stonewall is launching a new survey to find out the experiences of young LGBT people. Details below.

Stonewall survey of young people
 
If you’re at school or a college of Further Education, and you are gay, lesbian, bisexual, or not sure about your sexuality, Stonewall would like you to tell us about your experiences by filling out a survey. Stonewall is a charity that works for lesbian and gay rights in the UK.
 
We don’t know a lot about young gay people’s experiences in school and that makes it difficult to improve things. This survey will give us important information and help us, and other organisations, to know what is going wrong.
 
The survey, available on www.speakoutonline.org.uk, should take about ten minutes to complete. The more you tell us, the more we will know! You don’t have to answer all the questions though – just skip the questions you don’t want to answer. If you need paper copies, call Sam on 020 7881 9451 or email education@stonewall.org.uk 
 
Your answers are completely confidential and anonymous. We won’t be able to work out who has filled in the survey and won’t be able to contact you. That means no-one else will be able to either.
 
The more young people who fill out this survey the better, so if you know other people who might be interested, please tell them about it and please circulate this email to message boards and forums. By filling in the survey we can get a good idea about your experiences, and change things! 
 
If you have any questions, or would like more information about Stonewall and our work with schools, you can write to us, phone or email. You can return any paper surveys to this address as well.
 
Freepost SW5537, London SW1W 0YJ
Phone: 020 7881 9451
Email: education@stonewall.org.uk
 
Thanks for your help!
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
Amnesty International’s Sex, Love and Homophobia exhibition will be launched on July 17th at Belfast, during Pride See http://www.amnesty.org.uk/events_details.asp?ID=75 for details.

WORLD CUP

If you’re confused about who to support in the World Cup, Milton Keynes’ Q:Alliance has some advice:

hi from Q:alliance.
Today sees the start of the 2006 World Cup in Germany, but before you attach that St George flag to the car door, or get out the red and white face paints, check the PinkNews.co.uk World Cup Guide to find out who the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community should be supporting.


Group A

Group A represents a mixture of legislation towards gay people. While homosexuality is legal in Costa Rica, Germany, Poland and Ecuador, only the German gays can have their relationship recognised and, along with Ecuadorians, can be guaranteed protection in the workplace. However the gay scene in Costa Rica and Ecuador is more popular than that of their European opponents

In a gay rights style tournament, Poland would lose in this group after recent bans of gay organisations and closures of gay bars, as well as anti-gay sentiment from the ruling Justice and Law Party. Germany would top the group with widely tolerant gay viewpoints, followed by Ecuador, which can boast a lively gay destination in the city of Quito. Costa Rica would miss out on qualification in third place, let down by regular church protests against homosexuality.

Group B

In Group B England and Sweden would be considered the top countries for gay rights. Sweden provides a strong challenge to the three lions having legalised homosexuality in 1944, (1967 in the UK), and has provided partnership rights to gay couples since 1995, compared to 2005 here.

However, Sven’s men can boast a team of gay icons such as David Beckham and Steven Gerrard, as well as more clubs, bars, and organisations for the gay community.

Paraguay and Trinidad and Tobago struggle to compete with gay rights, as the South Americans have previously called homosexuality one of the countries biggest sins along with communism. Homosexuality is not mentioned in any of Paraguay’s laws, except in reference to offences against minors. A recent attempt to introduce civil partnerships helps them finish above Trinidad and Tobago where the Immigration Act bans gay people from entering the country, and homosexual activity carries 20 year prison sentence.

Group C
The Netherlands are gay favourites in Group C, Amsterdam regularly attracts gay tourists and was the first country to allow gay couples to marry, as well as guaranteeing adoption and anti discrimination laws.

Argentina will have to settle for second place but can be proud of a strong gay scene in Buenos Aires as well as civil union and anti-discrimination laws

The Ivory Coast, surprising for an African country, can play for pride after legalising homosexuality, although gay people are not protected from discrimination.

The Ivorians beat Serbia and Montenegro who despite having legalised homosexuality in 1994, lag behind due to a lack of anti-discrimination laws, and medical textbooks which still classify homosexuality as a disease.

Group D

Portugal will be football favourites in Group D, but fans will remember manager Luiz Felipe Scolari rejected the England job, and previously said he would kick any gay footballers out of his team.

But the country is saved by a vibrant gay scene and registered unions for same sex couples. However a lack of anti-discrimination laws sees them fall behind Mexico, which, for a Catholic country, is seen as quite tolerant towards LGBT people. Homosexuality is legal and anti- discrimination laws exist.

Angola sits in third place having legalised homosexuality, but does not provide anti discrimination laws.

Last place is saved for Iran, where homosexuality is illegal under Sharia law and around 3000 gay men have allegedly been executed in the country since the Islamic Revolution of 1979.

Group E

In Group E the USA only just rises above the Czech Republic, Italy, and Ghana for the gay friendly crown.

Many US states provide gay rights such as marriage, adoption, teaching in schools, and protection against discrimination, but politicians often pave to the Christian Right view that homosexuality is a sin.

The Czech Republic comes second, buoyed by civil unions laws, the legalisation of homosexuality and a good gay scene in Prague, but may struggle with their President’s open opposition.

Italy has had no laws against homosexuality since 1898, but Berlusconi’s right wing alliance has slowed down recent EEC-led progress. However new Prime Minister Romano Prodi, has promised civil partnership laws and hosts many LGBT members in his coalition. Having the Vatican in the middle of your capital is a bit of an embarrassment too.

Ghana, where homosexuality is illegal, is comfortably last.

Group F

Brazil may well win the football and gay rights battle of Group F. Homosexuality has been legal since 1823, except in the armed forces, and civil unions are even allowed in some areas. Last year Sao Paulo held a 2 million strong gay pride festival.

Croatia has a good chance of second place if it can overcome skinheads and nationalists, due to partnership and anti discrimination laws, and regular gay pride’s in Zagreb.

While popular with gay travellers and promising protection from discrimination, same sex rights depend on where in Australia you go, and that may cause a gay struggle in this group. While some states provide pension benefits for same sex couples, the Australian Capital territory’s recent attempt to pass a Civil Unions Bill is being threatened by the Federal Government.

However, the recent Sydney Gay Pride helps the Aussies finish ahead of Japan, where, despite there being a big gay community, allowed by the law, gays are not permitted in the army and the government has previously rejected gay asylum seekers.

Group G

France is unrivalled on gay rights in Group G, offering joint same sex parental rights, anti-discrimination laws and civil unions, as well as a bustling gay scene in Paris.

Switzerland may provide a challenge, having considered civil partnerships last year and protecting gay people from discrimination, not to mention its increasingly attractive gay capital: Zurich.

The traditionally conservative country will find its main opponents in South Korea, where, despite homosexuality being on a list of “socially unacceptable sexual acts” until April, 2004, recent laws have allowed gay recruits to serve in the army, and considered transsexual identity laws.

Togo comes last due to a 3 year prison sentence for homosexuality and a lack of laws protecting gay people.

Group H

Spain would be the gay winner of group H without much competition. It legalised homosexuality as long ago as 1822, and accepts gay marriage. There are laws to combat homophobia, and transsexual identity laws.

By way of contrast, homosexuality is a crime punishable by death in Saudi Arabia. Although the country has an underground gay scene, strict Islamic laws ensure that this is kept discreet.

The Ukraine would be the runner up in the group, having legalised homosexuality in 1991. There is no anti-discrimination law in the country, and no plans to introduce gay marriage, though the president, Viktor Yushchenko, supports gay rights.

Although there's a thriving gay scene in Kiev, outside the city people are much more conservative, and can be homophobic.

Tunisia is largely tolerant of gay people, though homosexuality is officially illegal and punishable by up to three years imprisonment. In a recent court case transgenderism was ruled a breach of Islamic law, and in 1996 a gay Tunisian was granted asylum in the US because of the discrimination he had received and the danger that he would have been in on his return. However, in the larger cities there is a lively scene, with police tolerance of gay cinemas, massage parlours and clubs.

Final Rounds

So who is going to be the gay world cup winner? We put the winners of each group into the play-offs. Germany lost to Spain, and The Netherlands came out a clear winner against Brazil. It was a tight contest between France and England, but France, already having an anti-discrimination law edged ahead, putting England out of the cup (again). Another close match between Portugal and the USA, but in the end America gave in too much to the Christian right, confused the team by playing mixed tactics with talk of a Senate gay marriage ban, and Portugal, despite having a football manager who said he wouldn't have a gay in his team, went through.

In the quarter final Spain beat Portugal, no surprises there, and The Netherlands beat France, their tolerance proving too good on the day.

So it was a tense final between Spain and The Netherlands. Spain started strongly with an early legalisation of homosexuality, but The Netherlands fought back strongly with gay marriage and legalised brothels.

It was a tightly fought thing, but for their pioneering efforts in gay rights, and their shining example of tolerance that it a positive message to us all, The Netherlands and lifted the trophy and went back to their beer and chips with mayonnaise triumphant!

BIG GAY READ

Armistead Maupin’s Tales of the City won, with Sarah Waters’ Tipping the Velvet second and Jeannette Winterson’s Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit third. Go to http://www.queerupnorth.com/news_detail.php?ID=176 for the rest.
POLAND

After several threats the Polish Government reluctantly allowed Warsaw’s Pride march to go ahead. Among many European and international marchers on June 10th, there was Michael Cashman. There were also many civil rights marchers who attended to show their opposition to any form of oppression. Ironically, it seems the Government’s bigoted and aggressive stance focussed attention on the event. See

http://www.ilga-europe.org/europe/news/today_pride_march_takes_places_in_warsaw 

MOYLES

Unless you’ve been living in a hole under the ground you’ll know that Chris Moyles is a radio 1 DJ and that he described a ring-tone as ‘gay’ while on air. In the row that it has generated, two things are clear:

1. The BBC can’t take criticism

2. Chris Moyles has a need to be ‘on the street’ with people less than half his age that outweighs his sense of responsibility towards those people.

Our response is below:

Working for equality of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans people in education since 1974


 BM Schools Out! National, London, WC1N 3XX 

www.schools-out.org.uk  secretary@schools-out.org.uk 
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www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk 

Claire Anderson 07845605152

Paul Patrick 01282 441601 07883091678
Press Release June 8th Immediate 

BBC says use of the word “gay” in a derogatory manner is not offensive!

Radio 1 DJ Chris Moyles, the self-styled saviour of morning radio, rejected a ring-tone during his Breakfast Show on Tuesday, telling his audience of 6.3 million young people that it was ‘gay’.

BBC governors have defended Moyles, stating that his use of ‘gay’ to mean ‘rubbish or lame’ was not homophobic, because this is a ‘widespread current usage among young people’. 

"In broadcasting to an audience of predominantly young people, it was to be expected that Chris Moyles would use expressions and words which the listeners used themselves," the committee's report said.
They further said ‘The Committee did note that use of the word “gay” in the derogatory sense should be used with care given its potential to offend’.  

This portrays a form of unhelpful ambiguity.

Since school children now use ‘gay’ to describe anything substandard or dysfunctional, they have ruled that it’s acceptable for Moyles to do so too.

How many other playground insults and obscenities do they also consider acceptable?

The only reason that the word ‘gay’ has come to mean ‘substandard’ is because it is rooted in the idea that being gay is a bad thing which it is acceptable to ridicule. 

Homophobic bullying is rife among young people in our schools, and countless lives are damaged forever by it. Few schools have an anti-bullying policy which tackles homophobic bullying.

Sue Sanders of Schools OUT said, ‘Few teachers have the competence and confidence to tackle this casual and cruel form of abuse’.

Claire Anderson of the Stamp Out Homophobia in Schools Campaign said ‘Victims of homophobic bullying will be made more vulnerable to abuse if there is any acceptance among staff or pupils that a derogatory use of ‘gay’ is not a homophobic attack’

Paul Patrick of LGBT History Month said ‘This statement from the BBC will make it even more difficult for schools to challenge the use of ‘gay’ as a term of abuse, and has extremely worrying implications for the fight against homophobic bullying and giving all young people a sense of self worth and the worth of others.’

Schools Out, Stamp out Homophobia in Schools and LGBT History Month condemn any official sanction that it is acceptable to use the word “gay” as a term of abuse in any circumstance. The BBC, as a public service broadcaster, has demonstrated extreme irresponsibility in failing to condemn the derogatory use of the word “gay” to this hugely impressionable audience, and we call for an urgent review of its stance from the Board of Governors.

HUMANISTS

The Gay and Lesbian Humanist Association has spoken out against bigotry in the Roman Catholic Church, comparing its rhetoric with some of that used in the Weimar Republic. See below:

	GAY AND LESBIAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION
NATIONAL OFFICE
34 SPRING LANE, KENILWORTH
WARWICKSHIRE CV8 2HB
UNITED KINGDOM
TEL AND FAX 01926 858450
EMAIL secretary@galha.org
WEBSITE www.galha.org

Affiliated to Amnesty International &
the International Humanist & Ethical Union

News Release
7 June 2006

VATICAN ATTACKS AGAINST GAYS "REMINISCENT OF WORST DICTATORS"

The Vatican's relentless and defamatory attacks on the rights of gay people
are beginning to sound like the kind of propaganda used by the worst
dictators, says the Gay and Lesbian Humanist Association (GALHA).

The latest Vatican document, published this week, says the acceptance of gay
partnerships is "an eclipse of God". In previous documents the Vatican has
said that gay people are "intrinsically evil", "morally disordered" and a
threat to civilisation.

Terry Sanderson, a spokesman for GALHA, said: "The Vatican is playing a very
dangerous game with these relentless attacks on gay people. The language
being used is dehumanising, and the demands for the wholesale removal of
civil rights from an identifiable group is reminiscent of some malignant
dictatorship. The Pope's constant vilification of gay people is leading to
violence and persecution. We have only to look at what is happening in
Catholic Poland, where gay people are publicly insulted and humiliated by
senior government ministers. In other Eastern European countries where
Catholicism is strong, there is evidence that the gay communities are being
targeted by populist politicians. If Benedict isn't careful, his reckless
statements will result in innocent blood being spilled."

Mr Sanderson suggested that in non-Catholic countries the Pope's utterances
were regarded as either repellent or irrelevant. "The Catholic Church is
losing adherents all over the world, and this is because of its increasing
authoritarianism and intolerance".

Ends

Further information from Terry Sanderson 020 8998 1519

GALHA President: Maureen Duffy. Vice-Presidents: Michael Cashman MEP;
Patrick Harvie MSP; Dr Evan Harris MP; Dr James Hemming; Darren Johnson; Sir
Michael Levey LVO, FBA, FRSL; George Melly; Maryam Namazie; Taslima Nasreen;
Claire Rayner MBE; Dr Harry Stopes-Roe; Barbara Smoker; Professor Rob
Tielman; Angela Willans.
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LESBIAN MARRIAGE

Sue Wilkinson and Celia Kitzinger, a married couple, explain why they want their marriage to be recognised in the UK.

Background to our legal challenge

By Sue Wilkinson and Celia Kitzinger

We are a lesbian couple and we've been together for 16 years.  We're

British citizens, and have lived in England for most of our lives. 

Our home is currently in Yorkshire.  We're both university professors:

Celia at the University of York and Sue at Loughborough University.

From 2002-2004, Sue was living and working in Vancouver, Canada, as a

visiting professor at Simon Fraser University.  This appointment

coincided with the historic period when the courts (first in Ontario,

then in British Columbia) opened up marriage to same-sex couples. 

Same-sex marriage is now legal at federal level across Canada.  On 26

August 2003, at a civil ceremony in a flower-decked conservatory in

Yaletown, Vancouver, we made our vows: "With this ring, as a symbol of

my love and commitment, I call on those present to witness that I

Celia/Sue do take you Sue/Celia to be my lawful wedded wife, to have

and to hold, from this day forward, through all our life together". 

The marriage commissioner declared: "upon the authority vested in me

by the Province of British Columbia, I now declare you wife and

wife".

The decision to marry was an affirmation of our love and our

commitment to each other.  Being granted full social equality through

marriage was of profound symbolic importance to us.  Especially for

Celia, who first came out as lesbian as a teenager more than thirty

years ago, when homosexuality was still treated as a psychiatric

illness, and prejudice and discrimination against lesbians and gay men

was taken for granted, this marked a huge advance in social justice:

"I never expected to have the opportunity to marry someone I loved". 

Our marriage also provided a practical, one-step solution to many of

the problems of sustaining a relationship across international

boundaries (immigration, healthcare provision, wills, power of

attorney, and so on), as Celia was still living and working in

England.

In Canada, as in Belgium, the Netherlands and Spain (as well as the US

state of Massachusetts), marriage is legally available to any two

people regardless of gender and sexuality.  In the UK, by contrast,

the government has recently confirmed that it has no plans to open up

marriage to same-sex couples.

For the first two years of our marriage, our relationship had no legal

recognition at all in our home country - unlike the marriage of any

heterosexual couple married overseas, which would automatically have

been recognised in Britain.  Then, in December 2005, with the

implementation of the new Civil Partnership Act (CPA), our marriage

was automatically - without our consent, and against our wishes -

converted by the state into a civil partnership.  The CPA says that

same-sex couples who legally marry in countries where it is possible

for them to do so "are to be treated as having formed a civil

partnership" (CPA, para. 215).

Civil partnerships are an enormously important step forward for

lesbian and gay rights.  They make a huge practical difference to our

ability to protect our loved ones and mark the beginning of a new era

of acceptance for non-heterosexual family forms.  But civil

partnership is a different institution from marriage - a separate

institution for same-sex couples only, while marriage is reserved for

different-sex couples only.  This maintains a symbolic separation of

lesbians and gay men from 'normal' society, sending out the

inescapable message that our relationships are not worthy of

recognition through marriage.  This discrimination is demeaning and

unjust.  Separate is not equal.

Our case is fundamentally about equality.  We simply want to be

treated the same way as any heterosexual couple who marries abroad -

to have our valid Canadian marriage recognised as a marriage in our

home country.

With the support of the national human rights organization, Liberty,

we are going to the High Court to seek a declaration of the validity

of our marriage - as a marriage, not as a civil partnership - under

Section 55 of the Family Law Act 1986.  Our lawyers will argue that

any failure to recognise the validity of our marriage constitutes a

breach of our rights under the European Convention on Human Rights

(incorporated into UK domestic law by the Human Rights Act 1988). 

They will argue specifically that it breaches Article 8 (right to

respect for private and family life), Article12 (right to marry), and

Article 14 (prohibition of discrimination), taken together with

Article 8 and/or 12.

The High Court judge who has considered the case said in his interim

ruling (handed down on 12 April 2006): 
I consider that there is

sufficient material available for an argument based on principle ...

that the requirement of the Civil Partnership Act that a marriage

between same-sex partners abroad must, on registration, be treated as

a civil partnership and not a marriage, is on the face of it

discriminatory on the grounds of sexual orientation
 (Wilkinson v.

Kitzinger, Her Majesty
s Attorney-General & The Lord Chancellor). 

Winning our case could establish that the human rights to respect for

private and family life and to marry apply equally to lesbians and gay

men - not just to heterosexuals.

This is an important challenge to a legal system that has never yet

extended either the right to respect for private and family life nor

the right to marry to same-sex couples.  Although our case calls for

the government
s recognition of our valid overseas marriage, it has

far-reaching implications for lesbian and gay equality and human

rights more generally across Europe.

 Further information:

Sue Wilkinson: 0789 1802 168

Celia Kitzinger: 0789 1802 155

Brett Lock: OutRage! 0770 843 5917

ISLINGTON COUNCIL SUPPORTS HISTORY MONTH 2007

Islington Council has decided that its theme for LGBT HM 2007 will be 'Celebrating the LGBT Contribution to the Arts'.
Islington Met Police have already agreed to co-sponsor a local programme of events.
 
GAY POETRY
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NEW BOOK OUT NOW
The Red Book is the debut collection from gay poet Ben Barton
After a decade of poems appearing in small-press magazines and chapbooks, Ben's first collection has finally been published! 

Called The Red Book, this little paperback is something of a 'greatest hits', featuring many old favourites alongside previously unpublished poems. 
 

for more information visit:
www.benbarton.co.uk
or  www.benbarton.co.uk/press.htm
Finally, our hearts go out to the family of Jody Dubrowski for all they’ve had to suffer; and we commend Judge Brian Barker for using the Criminal Justice Act appropriately and addressing homophobia seriously in his sentencing and his comments.

BM LGBT History Month, London WC1N 3XX.
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Patrons: Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council.














