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LGBT History Month mailing 23

Greetings and welcome to another mailing. This is hot on the heels of Mailing 22, but there is news that can’t wait. 

WHAT’S HAPPENED

Well, Italy won the cup and one of ours won Wimbledon (no, we’re not saying something nobody knew about Roger Federer; ‘tis Amelie Mauresmo to whom we refer). Now the sport’s out of the way we can get out of the living room and visit some Pride events. There are more prides than weeks in the summer now. This month’s are listed in the newsletter. 

Meanwhile, Europride came and went. The march was longer than usual and the temperature went through the roof, but hell…it was worth it. To anyone who says, “What’s all the fuss about it going down Oxford Street?” I can only say “You had to be there”. To see hosts of shoppers from all over the globe waving and cheering us on among the rest of the throng made us all swell with…well, pride. One young male couple, here for the first time from down under, burst into tears at the sight of so many people giving them their approval. After that Leicester Square and Soho went queer (well, most of Soho already was) and just about every nationality you can think of was there….

…well; not all of them. Preceding that was the two-day TUC LGBT Conference and Amnesty International’s World Pride presentation. We were given evidence of systematic killings of LGBT people in Iraq, sometimes carried out in front of UK and US troops. Worse still, LGBT asylum seekers are sent back by the UK because it’s now a free country! We were privileged to meet a refugee from Jamaica who received permission to stay here with full citizenship that very weekend! He told us of the hatred and intolerance he left behind; and of the crassness and intolerance of some immigration officers and officials who should have been supportive. 

We were also told of the latest Amnesty campaign in Nigeria, which is introducing a host of draconian anti-LGBT legislation with the ‘blessing’ of the church. The laws will effectively criminalise even those who know are harbour LGBT people. But some of the worst horror stories came from closer to home, with the appalling violence shown towards marchers at the banned Moscow pride march, and the grizzly torture and murder of a transsexual woman in Portugal. The rise of homophobia and neo-naziism in parts of Eastern Europe is a cause for alarm.

For a full account of the forty plus events that made up IDAHO go to www.idahomophobia.org
In 2005 LGBT History Month turned heads; in 2006 we took off; in 2007 we need to make ourselves visible in every square metre of the UK. For ideas, letters and further information look at our website www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk. 

Don’t forget you can read an executive copy of our report for 2006 and listen to our latest Pod cast. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING?

FAITH SCHOOLS DEMAND THE RIGHT TO DISCRIMINATE

In an article in the TES on June 16th, the Church of England was said to be one of a number of religious groups the Government requesting that they be allowed to teach that homosexuality is wrong, which would involve making faith schools exempt from the law that prohibits discrimination against LGBs. Moreover, Rupert Kaye, chief executive of ACT, the Association of Christian Teachers, said: "(Faith schools) should not - and cannot - be required by law to show mutual respect to individuals or organisations whose beliefs or lifestyle (sic) are anathema." For the full article see www.tes.co.uk/search/story/?story_id=2250499. 

Schools Out’s Nigel Tart promptly composed the following reply:

So the Association of Christian Teachers thinks that faith schools ‘should not – and cannot – be required by law to show mutual respect to individuals or organisations whose beliefs or lifestyles are anathema.’ [TES, 16 June]

The fact is: they already are! As a gay teacher, I have the legal right to go to work without experiencing homophobia.

Lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans teenagers are not so lucky. They experience merciless bullying and desperate isolation. Thanks to the stigmatisation of LGBT identities – often religiously inspired –many are unable to access support and are six times more likely to attempt suicide.

How dare the ACT play the human rights card? A child’s right to safety and respect comes before a bigot’s right to abuse in the name of god. Let us hope the government truly believes that Every Child Matters, and includes all schools in the forthcoming legislation.

Nigel Tart

Schools Out

www.schools-out.org.uk
SIGN THE PETITION AGAINST CHRIS MOYLES 
Dear Friend,
Please visit www.petitionthem.com, to sign a petition to the BBC Board of Governors to reconsider their decision and uphold a complaint over Chris Moyles' derogatory use of the word 'gay'.

The ubiquitous use of the word 'gay' by young British people to mean anything without value, or substandard must be challenged, otherwise it will fuel a culture of acceptance around homophobia.

If you want to make a difference and support lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) equality, then stand up against this homophobia. Please add your name to a growing list of individuals who want to stamp out homophobia in all its forms.

For all the individuals, their friends and families, who have ever suffered a homophobes’ arsenal of abuse: the ‘faggots’ and ‘queers’ and ‘poofs’ and ‘ponces’ and ‘dykes’ and ‘sissy boys’ and ‘batty boys’ and ‘gaylords’ and ‘gay boys’ and ‘lessies’ and ‘lesbos’, let us make sure that the word 'gay' becomes not another form of abuse, but remains a positive term that supports how people choose to define themselves. 
For more info please read the petition at http://www.petitionthem.com/default.asp?sect=detail&pet=3166
You will be asked to sign your name and address and provide an e-mail. The site will then e-mail you, and insruct you to click on a link, so they can verify your address. Simple. You have added your name and support.
To make people aware of the magnitude of this problem, we need to get as many names as possible. Please forward this e-mail to at least 3 or more friends.
Thank you very much for your time and support. 
David Watkins
with School's Out 
(Working towards equality in education for lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans people since 1974)
SCOTLAND ADDRESSES THE NEEDS OF LGBT DISABLED

Are you a disabled person who is lesbian, gay, bisexual and/or transgender?
Would you like to participate more in community groups that offer you leisure and recreational activities, training and learning opportunities, and/or specialist advice and information?
If so, then AVANTE wants to hear from you.

http://www.avanteconsulting.co.uk/equality/ 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
A reminder that Amnesty International’s Sex, Love and Homophobia exhibition will be launched on July 17th at Belfast, during Pride See http://www.amnesty.org.uk/events_details.asp?ID=75 for details.

It is also showing at Q:Gallery in Glasgow until July 15th. For this and more details of what is happening at Q, go to http://www.glasgay.org.uk/qgallery.org/
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST HOMOPHOBIC PERSECUTION IN IRAN (IDAAHOPI) 

London – 26 June 2006. To mark the first anniversary of Iran's hanging of two gay teenagers, Mahmoud Asgari and Ayaz Marhoni, gay campaign groups OutRage! and IDAHO have declared 19 July 2006 an International Day of Action Against Homophobic Persecution in Iran (IDAAHOPI). Go to http://www.petertatchell.net/ for details.

Iranian gay group backs 19 July protests 

PGLO rejects view that hanged teens were rapists 

Support for OutRage!'s five demands 

23 cities protest against Iran's homophobic terror 

London - 11 July 2006 

"The Persian Gay and Lesbian Organisation endorses the worldwide 19 
July protests, which commemorate the execution of gay lovers Mahmoud 
Asgari and Ayaz Marhoni and condemn the Iranian regime's persecution 
of its gay and lesbian citizens," said Arsham Parsi, Secretary of the 
Human Rights Commission of Iran's leading gay organisation, the PGLO. 

"We urge cities all over the world to show solidarity with our freedom 
struggle. Your solidarity is tremendously important and effective. 

"It is very distressing to witness the way some leading human rights 
groups have been hood-winked by the homophobic culture both inside and 
outside Iran. They have chosen to believe the propaganda waged against 
gay human rights, rather than gay victims and gay groups like PGLO. 

"We feel great pain when we see human rights advocates ignoring the 
evidence and failing to speak out against the torture and execution of 
gay people in our country. 

"We know first-hand, from the violent abuse of our members and 
supporters, that the jailing, flogging and hanging of gay people is 
official state law and policy. 

"Sources in Iran have confirmed that the two youths executed in 
Mashhad last July were lovers, not child rapists. We are convinced 
they were hanged because they were gay. 

"We are very disappointed that some people prefer to believe the story 
of Iranian officials about these two teens that is geared towards 
defaming the character of the murdered boys. 

"PGLO supports OutRage!'s five demands to ensure justice for gay 
Iranians," said Mr. Parsi. 

Further information: Arsham Parsi arsham@pglo.net or hrc@pglo.org
NEW BOOK ON BULLYING

A new book for parents, carers and teachers has been published by Rodale. Bullying and How to Stop it is by Karen Sullivan and does what it says in the title. Ms Sullivan is the author of a number of books and is a specialist in the field of childcare and physical and emotional health. Available at £12.99: www.rodale.co.uk. She has appeared on TV and will be hosting a two day seminar on bullying at City University in November 14-15, just before anti-bullying week (see below).

LGBT YOUTH SCOTLAND E-NEWS
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	E-News – 7th July 2006

	 
	Welcome to LGBT Youth Scotland’s E-News 
Hi there,
Well done to everyone for attending Pride Scotia in Glasgow on 24 June, it was big, sunny and really really good. Tough for those who dodged this sunny day of fun for the World Cup…they will have to read the report below and book the day off for next year. 
Now that (presumably) everyone’s recovered or just returned from Europride in London, we’ve got our monthly update with a lot of stuff for you as usual. 
We have recently published Scottish Executive-commissioned research into homophobic incidents in schools and launched the LGBT Youth Charter of Rights nationally. Also, the Healthy Respect-commissioned mystery shopper initiative has published its report. 
Of course, there’s also fun stuff, such as opportunities to get involved with LGBT Youth Scotland as a Project Scotland volunteer or in FUSION, a packed summer programme in the Lothians focusing on healthy living, and a new programme of film nights and a book group at the LGBT Centre for Health and Wellbeing in Edinburgh. 
Read more about all this and much more below. 
Best wishes,
 Nico Juetten
Editor
Nico.Juetten@lgbtyouth.org.uk 
	
	
	


PRIDE FESTIVALS

Pride festivals over the month

Black Pride July 19 Shoeburyness (Southend on Sea) http://www.ukblackpride.org/ 

Lincoln Pride July 22-23 http://www.gaybar-lincoln.co.uk/html/pride.html 

Nottingham Pride July 29. See also Pride Radio http://www.nottinghampride.co.uk/ 
Soho London July 30
Soho’s streets will be closed to traffic and taken over by thousands of lesbian and gay revellers for the West End’s biggest free street party! Featuring several sensational Street Parties with the capital’s leading lesbian and gay DJ's taking the queer beat out onto the streets, gay business and community markets areas and outdoor drinking and dining galore! New this year, a parade will wind its way through Soho with participants from local Gay businesses and the whole festival area will be beautifully decorated, and we hope to have Fireworks at the end of the event!

Brighton and Hove Pride August 5 http://www.pinkuk.com/events/brightonPride/ and
www.brightonpride.org 

Bristol Mardi Gras August 19 http://www.pridewest.co.uk/bristol/mardigras.htm 

Manchester 25-27 August (festival from 18-28 August) www.manchesterpride.com 

Manchester weekend tickets are £10. Black Pride £20. The others are free.

DV8 THEATRE APPEAL

If you have experienced racial, religious and/or cultural intolerance 
        because of your sexuality, and would like to tell "DV8" about it,
        please contact Anshu directly. 

From: "Anshu Rastogi" <anshu.dv8@artsadmin.co.uk>
Subject: DV8 Physical Theatre request
I am a researcher working for DV8 Physical Theatre which combines dance and theatre with a socio/political bent. Lloyd Newson - the director - is basing his next production around the theme of intolerance in relation to race, religion, culture and homosexuality.

As it is a dance/theatre production we can guarantee anonymity. However in order for me to carry out this research Lloyd would like me to talk/interview gay people who have experienced racial, religious and/or cultural intolerance  because of their sexuality. Any audio that will be used will simply be for the purpose of research and maybe used for mixing with music (so voice is unrecognisable).

Anshu Rastogi
Researcher
DV8 Physical Theatre
28 Commercial Street
London
E1 6AB

020-7655 0979 / 0977

REGARD

Regard is The National Organisation of Disabled Lesbians, Gay Men, Bisexual and Transgendered People. For information contact:

BM Regard, London WC1N 3XX.

Email: secretary@regard.org.uk 

Website: www.regard.org.uk 

BISEXUAL CONFERENCE
By the time you read this the BICON will have started. The national Bisexual gathering runs from Thursday, July 13th till Sunday 16th. Accommodation bookings are no longer available through the website but conference tickets can be booked online. Prices range from £15 to £94 depending on income and length of attendance. Go to http://www.bicon2006.org.uk/ for details and online booking form. 

CAMDEN LGBT GROUP MEETINGS

The dates for the Forum meetings for the rest of 2006 are Tuesday 1st August, 5th September, 3rd October, 7th November, and 5th December 2006. All meetings will take place in Committee Room 3 at Camden Town Hall at 6pm. Everyone is welcome so we look forward to seeing you there! If you would like a copy of the minutes from this, or any previous months’ meetings, then please get in contact with the office on 020 7470 8760 or forum.admin@camdenlgbtforum.org.uk. 
LGBT JOBS FAIRS

What a great idea!

LGBT Jobs Fairs - please pass this on to your friends: 
* Brighton & Hove City Council are holding their 3rd LGBT Jobfair on 
Thursday 3rd August 2006 from 11am - 6pm at the Brighton Hilton Metropole. 
For more information, please contact info@aplaceatthetable.co.uk 
<mailto:info@aplaceatthetable.co.uk> . 
* Manchester City Council is pleased to be hosting an LGBT Jobs and 
Careers Fair on Thursday 31st August 2006 between 11.30 am and 5.30 pm in 
the Great Hall of the Town Hall, Manchester. A wide range of organisations 
and individuals are attending the event, providing information about 
employment opportunities. The fair will provide the opportunity to speak 
directly to informed representatives from a variety of different 
organisations, in order to find out about specific job and career 
opportunities. There will be employers from the private, public and 
voluntary sectors and a wide variety of vacancies will be available. 
Visitors can also obtain advice on employment related matters, training and 
educational opportunities and information on benefits as well as practical 
advice on how to apply for jobs. Mini training workshops on interview 
technique and completing application forms will run throughout the event. 
If you require further information please contact Paul Dernley on 
0161-234-1810 or email p.dernley@manchester.gov.uk 
<http://www.manchesterpride.com

 HYPERLINK "http://by101fd.bay101.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=EB5B6408-C009-4586-97FA-8BA1C245A536&start=0&len=1680214&src=&type=x&to=p.dernley@manchester.gov.uk/&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=0159212d06016d86655420be5066b06691754b068204d76fbbca1a918a480372" mailto:p.dernley@manchester.gov.uk/>
COMING UP

NATIONAL UNION OF STUDENTS

Congratulations to Claire Anderson, who has become an officer for the NUS LGBT campaign. Claire inspired the ‘Stamp out Homophobia!’ petition.

STOP PRESS!
 

Liberation 2006 - 19th July (Warwick University). A one-day event aimed at all student officers who are interested in finding out more about equality issues and campaign work. This would involve lots of student activists and welfare/education sabbatical officers from around the UK. There will be a panel with speakers from Stonewall, Disability Rights Commission, 1990 Trust and EOC. We expect around 100 students to attend. This event will involve external organisations in the form of a campaigns fair, where you will have the opportunity to talk to students about your organisations' campaigns and how they can get involved, and also distribute materials.

ADVANCE NOTICE
 

Liberation in Action - 13th September/4th October (Venues tbc). Two one-day training events aimed at liberation officers with the intention of providing them with training to carry out their role effectively, with an emphasis on campaigning. We expect around 60 students to attend each event. These events will involve external organisations in the form of a campaigns fair, as above, and workshops.
 

(Liberation officers are: Black Students Officers; Women's Officers; Disabled Students' Officers and LGBT Officers). If you want to go, contact Geraldine Smith, LGBT Development Co-ordinator Switchboard: 08712218221 ext. 676
LGBT PARENTING SUPPORT GROUP

A new support group for parents of lesbian, gay, bisexual or trans children has been launched by PACE in London. Their first meeting is on Monday, October 2nd at 7 pm. Contact Angie South on 0207 700 1323 or go to angelas@ace.dircon.co.uk to book a place.

PACE is London’s leading charity promoting the mental health and emotional well-being of the LGBT community. Contact:
Family Support Service

PACE

34 Hartham Rd

London

N7 9JL

0207 700 1323

CALLING GAY/BI MEN IN LONDON

Lust 4 Life is a social gathering of gay/bi men, sharing stories, debating issues, and exploring new possibilities on being a gay/bi man in London. Friendly, unique and thought provoking, for gay/bi men of all colours, nationalities, ages and beliefs. £6/4 (conc’s)  Starting Monday 18th September 7-9pm in the Green Room. Dragon Hall Trust, 17 Stukeley Street, London, WC2.
LESBIAN ARTS FESTIVAL

YLAF is in the last week in October, which happens to be half-term. Events so far are outlined below. Go to www.libertas.co.uk for more details.
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YLAF 06 - Cabaret Night 
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Thursday 26th October 2006 at York Racecourse The first big event of YLAF 2006 will be a cabaret night starring popular lesbian and bi acts including the fabulous Rosie Lugosi the Vampire Queen popping in for a BITE just before Halloween. More info soon! 
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YLAF 06 - Club DIVA women-only 
[image: image11.png]



£12.00 [image: image12.png]



Saturday 28 October 2006 at York Racecourse 8.30pm to 2am The biggest and best girls' night out in the land, on two floors, sponsored by DIVA magazine.
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YLAF 06 - LaDanza Latin & Ballroom Dance Workshop 
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Saturday 28 October 2006 York Racecourse, 7.00-9.00pm Heather and Hadass of Studio LaDanza will teach you some basic steps so that you can take to the floor at the dance afterwards. No experience nor partner necessary. places. ...
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YLAF 06 - Libertas Book Festival 
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Friday 27th & Sat 28th October 2006 at York Racecourse from 9.45am both days. The book festival is the centrepiece of YLAF and always a thrill. Famous lesbian authors read from and discuss their work, take questions from the audience, sign books and mingle  ...
[image: image21.png]






 
YLAF 06 - Secret York Walks 
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Discover what lies within the maze of York's medieval city centre, missed by most visitors. A one-hour walk to introduce you to some of the most fascinating buildings York has to offer, from the 10th century onwards.
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YLAF 06 - Unison Celebration Concert 
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Friday 27th October at York Racecourse Featuring The United Colours of Brooks and John: Jennifer John and Lorna Brooks in beautiful harmony. Plus surprise act.
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YLAF 06 - Workshops 
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For details of these workshops please see the YLAF website or ask when booking. 
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YLAF Summer Workshops 
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'Women and Words' workshop in London, Brighton and Exeter 



ANTI-BULLYING WEEK

November 20-24 is National Anti-Bullying week. With 84% of teachers claiming to have witnessed homophobic bullying and only 6% of schools mentioning homophobic bullying in their anti-bullying policies it is as important as ever to support it and make yourself and your views visible. Go www.antibullyingweek.co.uk for information. 

NEWS

MADRID, Spain - Two male Air Force Privates will wed this summer, taking Spain's new gay marriage law to the ranks of the military for what is believed to be the first time. See http://www.military.com/NewsContent/0,13319,103142,00.html for full story. 

There is also research to show that same-sex marriage is nothing new. In fact sworn brotherhood and sisterhood ceremonies were widely practised in medieval times. See http://www.titipu.demon.co.uk/samesexunions/ for details.

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE REJECTS HOMOPHOBIC HATE CRIME

The Scottish Executive has voted not to include homophobia in its Hate Crime Bill and this has caused shock and disappointment. Go to http://equality-network.invisionzone.com/index.php?showforum=9 for more details.

Also in Scotland: MPs seek to end clinics discriminating against women couples seeking IVF treatment. For this and more go to www.equality-network.org 
ONGOING

LESBIAN FOOTBALL

London Lesbian Kickabouts are a friendly group of lesbian footballers who play in Camden every Tuesday evening. If you would like more information, or would like to join them, then visit their website: www.lesbianfootball.com, or email info@lesbianfootball.com 
SCHOOLS OUT CONFERENCE 2007

Schools Out will host its next conference during History Month 2007, on Saturday, February 3rd at the Drill Hall. Delegates will be charged £25 each and the application form is printed below. Please book soon as places are limited following last year’s huge success.

Schools Out Conference 3 February 2007 Registration Form

Return preferably with payment to BM Schools Out, London WC1N 3XX as soon as possible. The cost includes refreshments and lunch so we cannot give refunds but will accept substitutes if you find that you cannot attend after all. Please note that the administrative burden of 50% of registrations being made in the week prior to last year’s conference has led us to offer a discount for early registration. The additional costs of issuing an invoice are also reflected in the pricing. You are asked to complete all parts of the form and only one form per person please.

Please register me for the 2007 Schools Out Conference.

Name (please write clearly) ______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________ Postcode  ________________

E-Mail _______________________________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________ Mobile ________________________

Dietary requirements ___________________________________________________

Access requirements ____________________________________________________

This application is for (tick all that apply)

___ Representing an organisation (name) _______________________ (£30)

___ An individual (Full rate £25) 

___ Concessions (eg student, retired, low income, etc £18) please specify __________

___ Late application (cheque posted after 3 January add £10)

___ Invoice charge (requested before 3 January add £2)

___ Invoice charge (requested after 3 January add £5)

___ I need a receipt (available on the day – free)

___ I need a certificate of attendance (available on the day – free)

Cheque enclosed payable to Schools Out (unless you have asked for an invoice) for 

£ ____ You may also use a bank credit to Alliance and Leicester Commercial Bank 72-

88
06-15  Account 88161403. Please tell us you have done this and the date of payment.

_____________________________________________________________________

OFFICE USE ONLY

RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES FRO THE PRIMARY SECTOR

For all primary school teachers in the north east, south west and London:
No Outsiders:

Researching approaches to sexualities equality in primary schools 
Are you a primary teacher working in North East England, South West England or London?

Are you interested in challenging homophobia and developing approaches to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender equality in your own school or classroom? 

If so, the No Outsiders research project, starting in September 2006, may be just the opportunity you need to explore new possibilities with the support of a network of other teacher-researchers and an expert research team. 

What’s in it for you?

· Supply cover for 12 half days’ release in 2006-7 to develop a school-based project in consultation with your own research assistant

· One day’s sexualities equality training for your whole school plus the use of a specialised resource pack for primary schools 

· Funded attendance at national and local training and research events

· Links to other teacher-researchers around the country

· The opportunity to gain accreditation for your project via the Teachers’ Learning Academy or a designated Masters Degree route

We are recruiting teachers to the project NOW!

For more information, email Renée DePalma: rhayes@mundo-r.com  

or phone Elizabeth Atkinson: 07791 014940
‘Everyone is an insider, there are no outsiders –

whatever their beliefs, whatever their colour, gender or sexuality.’

                Archbishop Desmond Tutu, February 2004

This project is led by Elizabeth Atkinson and Renée DePalma from the University of Sunderland, in collaboration with Nick Givens and David Nixon at the University of Exeter 

and Michael Reiss at the Institute of Education, University of London. 

The project is funded by the Economic and Social Research Council. 

ANTI-HOMOPHOBIC BULLYING PETITION

The Lib Dems have a petition urging the Government to use its powers to combat homophobic bullying in schools. It is worded as follows:

We, the undersigned, call for the following to support and protect the victims of homophobic bullying:
1. Homophobic taunts and name calling in schools should be challenged immediately by staff.
2. All schools' anti-bullying policies should be required to include measures specifically to deal with homophobic bullying. 
3. At least one teacher in every school should undergo training which includes how to tackle homophobic bullying.

Please sign it – whatever your political affiliation. To sign, go to:

http://www.libdems.org.uk/campaigns/stop-homophobic-bullying.html 

STONEWALL SURVEY

If you are a young LGBT person at school or college, it’s still not too late to complete this survey www.speakoutonline.org.uk,
That’s it for this bulletin. Number 24 will be out in mid-August. We are hearing of evidence that England had its very own ‘Stonewall’ riot when police were stoned for trying to ‘drag’ a transvestite from a molly house in the eighteenth century! More next time.

BM LGBT History Month, London WC1N 3XX.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:listmgr@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk" �listmgr@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/" �www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk�.





Patrons: Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council.














