[image: image1.jpg]



LGBT History Month mailing 24

Urgent! Urgent! Urgent!  Urgent!  Urgent!  Urgent! Urgent! Urgent! Urgent! 

We are changing the process for sending out the LGBT HM bulletins.  So please take a very few moments to visit our homepage www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk Then follow the simple instructions. This will mean that you continue to receive our regular bulletins. Sadly we are no longer able to operate the old system, so no action on your part means no more bulletins. Don’t leave this to later, take a moment, do it now and remain in the loop!

The LGBT History Month Bulletin is now one of the most comprehensive and inclusive sources of information, inspiration and support freely available to our LGBT communities and their friends in the UK. As part of a major development of LGBT History Month and its website we need to update the bulletin subscription process to make it more efficient and effective.

Remember we are very happy to include your news just send us an email to

lgbthist@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk
Greetings and welcome to another mailing. Notwithstanding Pride events, there’s a lot going on this summer – and, as the nights draw in - there’s plenty being planned for September too.

WHAT’S HAPPENED

The International LGBT Human Rights Conference took place in Montréal and was followed by the World Outgames sports event. The Declaration of Montréal is so good we have decided to reproduce it at the end of this section.réal

1
Meanwhile, the Pride season continues, with events in Belfast, Lincoln, Nottingham, Soho and Brighton. Brighton was packed to the gills and there was an East Sussex history tent at the Preston Park gig.

The current situation for LGBT people in Iraq worsens, and Ali Hilli was able last week to highlight the growth of honour killings and the everyday fear for the LGBT community in that country in The Observer and on More4 News.

In Poland, where the Home Secretary is the President’s brother, gay marriage was banned. In Latvia, the Pride Parade was banned and LGBT campaigners were pelted with eggs and human shit at a church service in Riga while the police looked on. Stockholm Pride went ahead and was more successful than ever. At Estonian Pride 15 marchers were injured when thugs attacked the crowd in Tallinn. The police response was said to be too little and too late. Estonia is deemed to be the gay-friendliest of the Baltic states

 In Zimbabwe, sodomy, which is illegal, has been re-defined to include any contact between two men that is deemed immoral.
The Brighton performance of Buju Banton, the Jamaican reggae artist who has advocated murdering gays in his lyrics, was cancelled after protests, and his appearance in Copenhagen was met by a demonstration by some 250 Danish LGA protesters. Nonetheless many of his live performances in the UK went ahead. Meanwhile Beenie Man is to head an AIDS awareness gig in New York!

Following the letter in the TES claiming it is an infringement of a teacher’s human rights to disallow her/him from declaring homosexuality a sin, there has been a letter from the "Coherent and Cohesive Voice" protesting about the Sexual Orientation Employment regulations.  In their letter to the Telegraph they say “The latest discrimination against Christians is the new law called the Sexual Orientation Regulations, said to combat the problem of homophobia in Britain.  It alarms us that the Government's only evidence for a problem only existing is "accounts in national newspapers.   The regulations are forcing Christians in churches, businesses, charities and informal associations to accept the idea that homosexuality is equal to heterosexuality...this is not what the Bible teaches...in our view these regulations are an affront to our freedom to be Christians."  The letter was from Ade Omooba, Sam Solomon and 176 other pastors. (published 13-07-06)

The legacy of homophobia was graphically demonstrated by the suicide of a Blackpool attack victim reported last week: www.blackpooltoday.co.uk/ViewArticle2.aspx?SectionID=62&ArticleID=1620839 and also last week, another gay man was attacked in Blackpool: www.news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/lancashire/5253550.stm 

Otherwise in the UK: the Gay Police Association and the Christian Police Association have fallen out over an advertisement; Schools OUT is to launch a campaign to reclaim the word gay so that it can’t be used to hurt us; and Education for All has a great new DVD to deal with LGBT issues in schools. Read on for more details.

In 2005 LGBT History Month turned heads; in 2006 we took off; in 2007 we need to make ourselves visible in every square metre of the UK. For ideas, letters and further information look at our website www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING?

SCHOOLS OUT ‘GAY’ CAMPAIGN

Plans are in operation to reclaim the word gay so that it belongs to our community once more. School OUT’s Sue Sanders said, “For all the individuals, their friends, and families, who have ever suffered a homophobe's arsenal of abuse; the 'faggots' and 'queers' and 'poofs' and 'ponces' and 'dykes' and 'sissy boys' and 'batty boys' and 'gaylords' and 'gay boys' and 'lessies' and 'lesbos', and for all those invested in a world free of prejudice, let us make sure that the meaning of the word 'gay' is not inverted, but remains a positive term that describes how people choose to define their sexuality.” 

Watch this space and/or check out www.schools-out.org.uk to find out what’s happening and when. 

LGBT ANTI-DEPORTATION CAMPAIGN

Deportations / "Removals"
Coalition aims to change Home Office policy
        One of this year's IDAHO events in London was a demonstration outside the Home Office, attended by Liberal Democrat President and Shadow Attorney General, Simon Hughes MP, against the deportation of LGBT refugees to face homophobic persecution in their home countries.  At EuroPride another protest highlighting the same issues targeted Pride sponsor British Airways, which just three weeks before had deported Elizabeth to Uganda, where she had been imprisoned as a lesbian, despite support by two MP's and a professional medical assessment attesting to the severity of her condition.

        Britain's asylum system is out of control.  Home Office ministers preside over a regime of corruption, lawlessness and inhumanity.  The Home Office frequently maintain that months of forced labour, water torture, whipping, beating, and repeated rape in prison do not constitute persecution.  

         Elizabeth's case is just one of many that occur in the UK every year.  Faced with being deported back to Iran, a gay man doused himself in petrol in the offices of Refugee Action and burned himself alive:  one of at least 14 asylum-seekers who have committed suicide over three years in Britain, rather than be deported.

        Because of cuts in legal aid, gay refugees are forced to turn to Home Office-nominated solicitors who have no expertise in gay cases and no knowledge of the specialist evidence needed to win a gay asylum claim.  After humiliating questioning, and despite evidence of severe homophobic persecution, Immigration Appeal Tribunals dismiss many applications by genuine LGBT refugees, claiming that gay people will not be at risk of victimisation in violently homophobic countries like Jamaica, Iran, Algeria and Zimbabwe if they hide their identity, avoid effeminate mannerisms, and have sex, if at all, only with extreme discretion!

        As there are no guidelines or training for Home Office staff or judges on how to deal with LGBT asylum seekers, there is a frequent lack of sensitivity and understanding:  despite existing policy that sexuality is a common immutable characteristic.  Language barriers and reticence to talk openly about sexuality are compounded by translators who are from the same homophobic culture that the asylum claimant fled.  Refugees "in detention" are often abused by other inmates, or even by staff.

        The following aims have been identified.  –

--  Home Office policy should not permit innocent asylum-seekers to be deported to countries where they risk death, imprisonment, torture, or other persecution.

--  The Home Office must institute and implement robust policy on sexual orientation, including thorough staff training and monitoring effectiveness.

--  Airlines [and other carriers] should not deport asylum-seekers to countries where they risk death, imprisonment, torture, or other persecution.

--  LGBT organisations should all be encouraged to institute and implement robust policies against suppliers and sponsors that practise any form of homophobia.

To add your organisation's name in support, email asylum@rosecottage.me.uk

galha.org.uk   greenparty.org.uk  lgbtgreens.org.uk  
 lgcm.org.uk   medicaljustice.org.uk  outrage.org.uk 
PRIDE TV

We could have LGBT TV on our screens soon. See www.thepridetv.com for details.

LESBIAN ANNIVERSARY

US Lesbian magazine Sinister Wisdom is celebrating its 30th anniversary by publishing the life stories of important lesbians as sent in by contributors. Go to www.sinisterwisdom.org to find out more.

ISLINGTON READY FOR 2007

Islington Council has made its theme for LGBT HM 2007 ‘Celebrating the LGBT Contribution to the Arts.’ Islington Met Police have already agreed to co-sponsor a local programme of events. For further details/info contact Vernal Scott at

vernal.scott@islington.gov.uk .

SHORT STORIES

If you like writing short stories, why not send one to Penknife Press? The Chicago-based publishing group has announced a competition with a first prize of $1,000. Penknife can be found at www.penknifepress.com. If you write a story before September 30th and it’s not more than 10,000 words long, send it to contest@penknifepress.com. If you’re a fast writer and you complete your story by September 10, send it to the UK’s Chroma at www.chromajournal.co.uk/writingcompetition for up to £300. While you’re there, check out Chroma magazine at www.chromajournal.co.uk/welcome. 

SUGAR MAGAZINE
Sugar magazine is compiling a report on bullying and are looking for girls who might be happy to speak about being bullied for their sexual stance – for either being a virgin, bisexual, or for being popular with guys. Specifically they are looking for lesbian or bisexual girls and their experiences. Prospective interviewees need to be 16-19 and can’t have appeared in a teen magazine before.  There will be a photo shoot and travel expenses to London will be paid. If you want to know more, please contact lisamurray2000uk@yahoo.co.uk.
SPEAK OUT ONLINE
In partnership with the School Health Education Unit, Stonewall has launched a survey asking gay, lesbian, bisexual and questioning young people to talk about their experiences in school. Please ask young people and organisations working with young people to visit www.speakoutonline.org.uk and complete the survey.  We would be grateful if you could add a link to your website and encourage any other organisations you work with to do the same. If you have any questions about the survey, please email Ruth.hunt@stonewall.org.uk
OBSERVER MAGAZINE

The Observer Magazine is putting together a feature about motherhood and we're looking for case studies.  It will be a celebratory look into the changing face of motherhood over the last 40 years or so.  We want to talk to a cross section of different mothers about their experiences of being a mum.  It'll be a really positive look into motherhood in its many guises today with stories from our case studies.  We need to find a LBT mother who'd be willing to take part.  We'd need to interview her and photograph her with her child (or children) to go alongside the other stories in the magazine. If you'd like to take part and share your story in the magazine or you'd just like to know a little more about it please contact me, Laura Potter on 020 7713 4175 or laura.potter @observer.co.uk

EDINBURGH FESTIVAL

For Edinburgh Fringe LGBT events go to www.skinnymag.co.uk/content/view/2254 
ENSURING POSITIVE FUTURES

A new website exists to help with 

HIV+ employability issues. Go to http://www.e-pf.org.uk/ to find out more.

PRIDE FESTIVALS

Pride festivals over the month

Manchester 25-27 August (festival from 18-28 August) www.manchesterpride.com 

Manchester weekend tickets are £10. Chelmsford involves wristbands. The others are free.

Cardiff Mardi Gras September 2 http://www.safercardiff.com/ 

Reading September 2 http://www.readingpride.co.uk/ 

Chelmsford September 3 Tel: 07904 384 209
Glastonbury Pink Picnic September 9 pinkpicnicglastonbury@hotmail.co.uk 
CAMDEN LGBT GROUP MEETINGS

The dates for the Forum meetings for the rest of 2006 are 5th September, 3rd October, 7th November, and 5th December 2006. All meetings will take place in Committee Room 3 at Camden Town Hall at 6pm. Everyone is welcome so we look forward to seeing you there! If you would like a copy of the minutes from this, or any previous months’ meetings, then please get in contact with the office on 020 7470 8760 or forum.admin@camdenlgbtforum.org.uk. 
TRANS INCLUSION IN GOODS AND SERVICES BILL
The trans organisation Press for Change is campaigning for the inclusion of trans people within goods and services protection. They urgently want examples of discrimination faced by trans people, especially relating to goods and services, to reinforce the argument.
Over the years PfC have collected a fair number of examples but 
statistically it is still a very small base from which to be working so 
more evidence is needed.
All information received will be treated in strict confidence.
If you do have information it would be helpful if the following could be 
provided:
Date it occurred (even approximately); Brief summary of the circumstances & what happened; Type of company (or name);  Status, at the time, of the person affected (eg part transitioned, fully transitioned, pre-op, holder of GRC etc.)
Please contact Angela Clayton at PfC at: aclayton@pfc.org.uk, or write to ‘Press For Change’, BM Network, London WC1N 3XX

Trans Inequalities and Discrimination Survey
Dr Stephen Whittle, Professor of Equalities Law at Manchester Metropolitan University and Dr Lewis Turner, both of the FTM Network UK and Press for Change are leading a small (and short) research project for the Equalities Review. If you are trans identified in anyway, then this survey is for you. It is fully inclusive of all types of trans identity from crossdresser through to transsexual, including agender and polygender. This survey is only for those people living (or recently living) in the UK, in relation to your experiences in the UK. But, your age or type of gender difference does not matter. Please would you take the time to complete the online survey, by clicking or copying into your web browser at http://FreeOnlineSurveys.com/start.asp?sid=oqvgxd119hst5a1208381 

MPs Back AKT
Members of Parliament have signed up to pledge their support for The Albert Kennedy Trust, the charity set up to help homeless gay young people. A Commons motion was tabled by Hackney MP Diane Abbot, and acknowledges the vital role played by the trust. The trust is urging gay people to write to their local MP to encourage them to add their support. To see who’s signed up, and to read the motion, go to www.edmi.parliament.uk and search for Early Day Motion 2245.

Caribbean and LGBT Histories
An American PhD student, Nadia Ellis, is doing literary and historical research on various connections between Caribbean and British culture during the first half of the twentieth century. One of the themes is the connection between emerging gay cultures in London during the 1950's and early 1960's and the wave of Caribbean migration to England happening at the same time. There are lots of arrows pointing to intersections between these constituencies, but precious few first-hand accounts of migrants about their experiences of or thoughts about homosexuality in their new home.  
If you can help Nadia, or put her in touch with anyone else who might be able to help, could you please contact her direct. Her contact details are: Nadia Ellis, tel: 01865 853998 or 07748 696966. She is in the UK until August 24.

National Gay Men’s Health Survey
Terrence Higgins Trust and Sigma Research are launching the annual National Gay Men’s Sex Survey for the TENTH time today. Last year 16,000 men in the UK took part and this year they hope to get an even better response.  The survey can be completed by logging onto www.sigmasurvey.org.uk  
The Survey is carried out by Sigma Research (University of Portsmouth) in collaboration with over 150 organisations as part of the CHAPS Partnership’s health promotion work with gay men.  Peter Weatherburn, Director at Sigma Research said:  “Please take the time to fill the questionnaire in – it’ll only take ten minutes and you’ll be participating in the largest survey of gay and bisexual men anywhere in the world! The information you give us is invaluable.”Will Nutland, Head of Gay Men’s Health Promotion at THT said: “The survey is vital as it helps us develop and target our HIV prevention and sexual health promotion work.  It’s only made possible by the participation of thousands of men each year.  Previous surveys have told us a lot about men’s sexual health and this year we’re hoping to get more responses than ever.” 
As well as regular questions about sexual behaviour and HIV testing, new questions this year include using poppers, HIV transmission and the law and Hepatitis C.  Men will also be asked for the first time whether they have entered into a civil partnership. Will Nutland said “We’ve broadened the survey out so we can learn more about gay men’s attitudes towards a variety of issues relevant to sexual health. By including a wider range of questions we are hoping to be able to build a clearer picture of how external factors contribute towards men’s sex lives and health.” 
The survey can be completed online until the end of September at www.sigmasurvey.org.uk, and is also available in booklet form from gay venues, support groups and organisations across the UK.

PRESS FOR CHANGE NEW WEBSITE

Press for Change are proud to announce their new website. Check it out on www.pfc.org.uk. 

BLACK LESBIAN FUN DAY

BLUK fun day to be had at Brockwell Park, Dulwich, London, SE24, on Saturday, the 26th of August 2006, starting at 2pm. It’s a family day out and children are welcome. www.bluk.org.uk 
LGBT JOBS FAIRS. 
Manchester City Council is pleased to be hosting an LGBT Jobs and 
Careers Fair on Thursday 31st August 2006 between 11.30 am and 5.30 pm in 
the Great Hall of the Town Hall, Manchester. A wide range of organisations 
and individuals are attending the event, providing information about 
employment opportunities. The fair will provide the opportunity to speak 
directly to informed representatives from a variety of different 
organisations, in order to find out about specific job and career 
opportunities. There will be employers from the private, public and 
voluntary sectors and a wide variety of vacancies will be available. 
Visitors can also obtain advice on employment related matters, training and 
educational opportunities and information on benefits as well as practical 
advice on how to apply for jobs. Mini training workshops on interview 
technique and completing application forms will run throughout the event. 
If you require further information please contact Paul Dernley on 
0161-234-1810 or email p.dernley@manchester.gov.uk 
<http://www.manchesterpride.com

 HYPERLINK "http://by101fd.bay101.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=EB5B6408-C009-4586-97FA-8BA1C245A536&start=0&len=1680214&src=&type=x&to=p.dernley@manchester.gov.uk/&cc=&bcc=&subject=&body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=0159212d06016d86655420be5066b06691754b068204d76fbbca1a918a480372" mailto:p.dernley@manchester.gov.uk/>

BELARUS

Slava Sementsov, co-president of TEMA – nationwide Belarusian LGBT NGO, is visiting the UK in September and has a two-hour PowerPoint presentation on life for LGBTs in Europe’s only remaining dictatorship. To book, e-mail her at svyatoslav.sementsov@gmail.com.

FASHION SHOW

London Fashion Week
 
Gavin Pierre Medford presents his
 
Spring/Summer 2007 Collection
 
Would you Adam and Eve it?
 
Wednesday 20th September
 
Doors Open 7:00pm
Show Begins 7.30pm
 
Venue: tbc
 

www.gavinpierremedford.com
CONFERENCE FOR OLDER LGBTs

The Gay and Grey In Dorset Conference  
to Launch Final Research Report 
Venue:    The Allesbrook Lecture Hall
                        Bournemouth University
                        Talbot Woods Campus

        Date:       Tuesday September 12

        Time:       9.30am – 3.45pm (lunch and refreshments provided)
Gay and Grey Conference, c/o Help & Care, 896 Christchurch Road, Bournemouth BH7 6DL or Email: kevin.hall@helpandcare.org.uk.

OLDER LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL GUIDE PUBLISHED

A new resource pack has been launched to help those working in care homes and extra-care housing support older lesbians, gay men and bisexuals (OLGB).
'The whole of me . . .' written by Sally Knocker is free and can be ordered from Mail Order at Age Concern England on 020 8765 7203
SOUTHWARK EVENTS

Tuesday September 5th: Speak Up Speak Out, in partnership with Volunteers Centre Southwark. Want to learn how to speak with confidence and clarity? Learn tips to thinking on your feet, improving presentation skills. For anyone who wants to be active in their community.
Free refreshments. Time 6 - 9 pm. 
Contact Dax on 020 7525 5659 or Francoise on 020 7403 2936 for more details and to book your free place. 
Venue: Inspire Cafe, St Peters Church. Liverpool Grove SE17 2HH 

Thursday September 7th : Group Outing, National Portrait Gallery Guided tour lasting one hour through the gallery, looking at how people have portrayed sexuality in portraits. 20 places available. This tour is free. Please contact Dax to pre book your free place. Tour starts at 7 pm and lasts for one hour. Opportunity to chat and socialise afterwards.  
Venue address: St Martin's Place, WC2H 0HE 
Only 3 places left. first come first served! 

Sunday September 17th: Group Outing, London Zoo Gay Day Discover the glamorous world of Cabaret as London Zoo welcomes back its splendid Gay Sunday event. Your ticket will give you the chance to visit more than 650 animal species, many of which are highly endangered, as well as catching up with what’s new at the Zoo!Contact Dax for more details on the group outing. 
Southwark Anti Homophobic Forum: Next Meeting 

Thursday September 14th: Southwark Anti Homophobic Forum, incorporating Talk Back. 
the first hour of the meeting will be the Talk Back session on Education. all welcome to come along and take part and ask questions. Venue, Southwark Town Hall, 35 Peckham Rd. if you intend to attend this meeting, please contact Dax to let him know. 
Time Capsule 
If there was to be a Time Capsule in Southwark, which may not be opened for another 50 - 100 years, what would you like to see included from the LGBT community in this area? let me know your ideas
go to this page and add your ideas to the blog http://www.southwark-lgbt.org/page2.htm 
The Sandpit series of workshops 
With a lot of our focus on work that helps; prevent gay men and msm from acquiring infections and/or promoting their overall health and well-being, we can often overlook the importance of stepping back and taking time out to reflect on what we do as workers. The Sandpit series of workshops aims to provide a space for gay men's health workers to just do that in an informal way and hopefully provide an opportunity to gain mutual support from our peers who share in the frustrations, challenges and achievements that this type of work brings. 

The numbers for these events are limited to enhance the informal and supportive experience of the workshop...so places are offered on a first come, first serve basis.
I've attached some information about the next workshop on Friday 6th October at Health First. Please forward this on to anyone you think might be interested in participating...of course, it maybe that this could be you! 
What is it? An informal opportunity for individuals working with gay, bi-sexual and/or men who have sex with men, to spend an afternoon sharing experiences, `playing' with some of the issues that inform what we do form a workers perspective and taking away some practical tools that can enhance the work we do. These workshops are open to workers across London and surrounding areas.
Who should attend? Those working in the frontline of gay men's health, such as gay men's workers in PCTs, health promotion units, as well as those in the voluntary sector, the `Sandpit' series of informal workshops are about, bouncing ideas around, testing things out, building on good examples of practice and giving individuals `tools' to adapt for themselves and walk away with.
The overall purpose of the workshops is to build on our own experiences and to support each other on a more regular basis, reinforcing the networks established at the annual CHAPS and other conferences. Our first workshop was held on the afternoon of Friday October 7th 2005 at Health First in London and was a great success, with many positive comments about the event and the desire to have it continue on a regular basis.
The proposal is that each `Sandpit' event would have woven through it, three common threads. 
Hot Topics Thread--issues relevant in the last six months which have a direct impact on the work that we do. 
Success/Failure Thread-presentations and opportunities to discuss pieces of work that worked and those that didn't. 
  
Professional Development Thread-many of us came to this field from unrelated backgrounds and have worked in isolation without the support of a cohesive career development plan. The presentations and discussion in this thread will focus on developing skills for self-development, career progression, etc.
Interested? 
If yes, then give me your details, by telephoning or emailing me. Billie Ferrie, Billie.Ferrie@lewishampct.nhs.uk 
Senior Health Promotion Specialist - Gay Men  & MSM 
Health First Tel: 020 7188 3615 

www.southwark-lgbt.org
LGBT YOUTH SCOTLAND JOBS

jobs@lgbtyouthscotland.org.uk 

Hit the above address for the latest jobs

SCOTTISH EQUALITY CAMPAIGN

The Equality Network is planning a series of campaign-based activities to address the Scottish Executive’s refusal to accept homophobia as a hate crime. The upshot is you can be a victim of a hate crime if it is based on you’re being black or religious, but not if you are LGBT or disabled! Those who want to help are invited to contact Tim Hopkins at www.equality-network.org. 

SCOTTISH LGBT MANIFESTO
The Equality Network is currently preparing a manifesto for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender equality in Scotland for 2007 to 2011. This will be the basis for our campaigning work for the next few years. We'd like to know what your priorities are for LGBT equality. What do you want to see changed by 2010? Please could you take a couple of minutes to let us know, in this very short (one question) online survey, here:
http://tinyurl.com/nppk6
SAME SEX MARRIAGE DEFEAT

Canadian couple Sue Wilkinson & Celia Kitzinger have lost their High Court battle to have their marriage recognized in the UK. The campaign will continue but they need donations to pay the enormous legal costs with which they have been saddled. Please make cheques payable to 'Equal Marriage Rights' and send to Equal Marriage Rights, PO Box 486, Clifford House, 7-9 Clifford Street, York YO1 9RA. Go to http://www.equalmarriagerights.org/ for details.

VICTIM SUPPORT

Victim support has produced a report on the experiences of victims of hate crime. It reveals that hate crimes are still under-reported, although the existence of representatives of minority groups within the police services has made people more comfortable with reporting hate crime. http://www.victimsupport.org.uk/vs_england_wales/about_us/publications/hate_crime/crime_prejudice.pdf
LIB DEMS ANTI HOMOPHOBIA CAMPAIGN

Below is a letter from Stephen Williams MP

Dear supporter,

Thanks once again for signing the Lib 

Dem petition against homophobic 
bullying.  At this month's London Gay & Lesbian EuroPride, I had the 
amazing 
experience of being able to speak to thousands of people in Trafalgar 
Square 
about our campaign.

I was able to tell the crowd that I was a victim of homophobic bullying 
when 
I was in school. I know what it's like to feel the pain and isolation. 
I 
know that a successful outcome for our campaign will make a real 
difference 
to the lives of thousands of children.

This week we've stepped up the campaign by tabling an Early Day Motion 
(EDM) 
in Parliament. It calls for:

staff to challenge homophobic bullying immediately;
schools to have a duty to record and monitor incidents of such bullying 
so 
the real extent of the problem can be measured; and
at least one staff member at every school should have training on how 
to 
tackle and prevent homophobic bullying.

Please contact your local MP and urge him or her to join our campaign 
by 
signing EDM number 2535: Homophobic Bullying. It has been tabled by my 
colleague Sarah Teather. You can contact your MP very easily at 
http://www.writetothem.com/

Thanks for your help in this vital campaign. Please do contact your MP 
and 
urge them to sign EDM 2535.

Best wishes,

Stephen Williams MP

MY BIG GAY PROM

…is the title of the latest output from Channel 4. See www.septemberfilms.com/news.asp?id=12 for details

GAY DAY AT THE ZOO

London Zoo is having a day for LGBTs on September 17. Go to http://www.zsl.org/london-zoo/whats-on/gay-sunday-at-the-zoo,138,EV.html to book tickets at £11.90 (£14 on the door).

THE LESBIAN, GAY, BI-SEXUAL AND FRIENDS DINING CLUB
This group in Wrexham, North Wales meet once a month at a local restaurant to network whilst enjoying food in a relaxed atmosphere. The next meeting is at 7pm at the Rafters Restaurant ion Holt Lodge on Friday 25/08/06. For more information check out www.lgbandfriendsclub.ik.com or phone Keith (who runs it) on 07834 776603.

LESBIAN & GAY HERITAGE TRAIL
Meeting at the New Union Pub in Canal Street, Manchester at 3pm on the last Sunday of the month, you can take a guided tour of Manchester’s historical lesbian and gay sites. Costing £5, see www.manchesterpride.com for more information, or call the box office on 0871 222 8223.

STONEWALL SCOTLAND FRINGE EVENT 
Enjoy a glass of wine with Amy Lamé and Stonewall Scotland at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe! Join Amy Lamé and the Mama Cass Family Singers for their new show and an exclusive wine reception on Tuesday 22 August at 5:30pm at the Gilded Balloon.   
Tickets are only £15 - call Alex on 020 7593 1873 to book by credit card.

THE ALL WALES LGB SURVEY 2006 
There's still time to take part in a major research programme on life for lesbian, gay and bisexual people in Wales. There is a lack of research on the experiences of LGB people in terms of working life, social networks and experience of public services, so your input is invaluable.  
To take part visit www.stonewallcymru.org.uk/survey or www.stonewallcymru.org.uk/arolwg 

PRIDE IN CANTERBURY NEWSLETTER

	Our Supporters
Include :
Dame Elizabeth Taylor
Sir Ian McKellen
Bishop Gene Robinson
Clare Balding
Cherie Booth
Simon Callow
Joan Collins
Wendy Craig
Jamie Cullum
Barbara Dickson
Kevin Elyot
Four Poofs & a Piano
Michael Hill
Ivan Massow
Matthew Parris
Ned Sherrin
Victor Spinetti
Sarah Waters
Toyah Wilcox
Ben Bradshaw MP
Chris Bryant MP
Michael Cashman MEP
Paul Clark MP
Cllr Darren Johnson AM
Charles Kennedy MP
Dr Stephen Ladyman MP
Mayor Ken Livingstone
Gwyn Prosser MP
Hugh Robertson MP
Jonathan Shaw MP
Rt Hon Chris Smith MP
Brighton & Hove Pride
Gays The Word Bookshop
Lesbian & Gay Christians
Lloyds Pharmacy
Terrence Higgins Trust





We are writing to ask you to give your support to Pride in Canterbury.  As you may be aware, our aim is to raise the profile of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender community in the Canterbury area and indeed throughout Kent.  We believe that this can only be beneficial to everyone, gay or straight.

We aim, to show through performances, exhibitions and talks, the contribution that LGBT people make to many areas of society including Theatre, Film, Comedy, Sport, Art and Literature and to send a message to all members of the community, that it is fine to be LGBT.

We are very excited that there is to be a Gay Ball at the Winter Gardens, Margate on Saturday 16th September, to raise funds for the RSPCA.  This is an event we wouldn’t have dreamed possible just s few months ago. It will be a fun evening, with entertainment from Polly Perkins, Chrissie du Cann and Hollywood Crash, amongst others.  So get your tickets now – only £10 from 01843 297931

We hope to hold a series of talks/ discussions, throughout the Autumn and Winter to highlight gay history and issues.  We are disappointed that talks the Marlowe Theatre were having in the hope of  bringing the London Gay Men’s Chorus to Canterbury, have stalled at the moment, but we will keep that as a goal to be achieved!  We are looking at all new drama that has relevance to us, and it would be wonderful, if the play “Diamond”, at London’s King’s Head Theatre, starring drag artist Dave Lynn, which received an excellent review from Nicholas de Jongh, could be seen in the area one day. We have contacted the writer.

We also plan to hold an Art competition.

So, how can you help? Well, there are several ways:-

1 By letting us have any ideas, suggestions or contacts that might help our aims.

2 By supporting the PiC events and getting your friends gay and straight to come along.

3 By supporting our aims and issues in the local press and media and praising LGBT events and actions if you feel it is justified.  If only the same names appear constantly on the letter pages etc it can only have a diminishing effect.  Use a nom de plume if necessary.

4 Work solo or in teams on your own projects, fundraising events etc

5 Spread the message that Pride’s OK!

6 Give us constructive criticism and let us know if you need more information etc. Talk to us about what we are trying to do.

We intend that you should receive a Newsletter every quarter. 

If you do not wish to receive future Newsletters please email us.

TRANS CIVIL SERVICE EVENT

Open Event

a:gender
is pleased to announce an Open Event on

Thursday 21 September 2006
from 10.30 until 16.30

This event, which will take place in the North East of England, will have a similar format to the London event, (read a review of the event in the news section), which took place in June, but will be longer with different presentations, workshops, and speakers.

The event is open to all current UK Civil Service staff, and will offer an ideal opportunity to learn about issues affecting transsexual/transgender/intersex staff in the Civil Service, from trans/intersex people themselves.
Refreshments will be available during the day.

To reserve a place contact Hal on email at agender@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk or call him on 0114 207 4318 or 0787 614 5411

ITV (AND ENDEMOL) NEEDS YOU

A new ITV1 chat show being made by Endemol UK is looking for older LGB people to take part. 

See below for details and who to contact. 

All the best 

Antony 

Antony Smith 

National Development and Policy Officer 
Older Lesbians, Gay Men and Bisexuals 
Age Concern England 
1268 London Road 
London 
SW16 4ER 

T 020 8765 7576 

E Antony.Smith@ace.org.uk 

W www.ageconcern.org.uk/openingdoors 

__________________________ 

'Old, Grey and Gay' - this is one of the topics we are hoping to discuss on a brand new chat show on ITV1, called Vanessa's Real Lives, a human interest show being made by Endemol UK in September. We are looking at hearing from people with interesting, emotional, romantic, or inspiring stories, perhaps about coming out later in life, or couples with fantastic tales to tell about gay life. It can be single people, or couples. It is not like other chat shows around at the moment, we really just listen to the people's stories in the studio. We will be pre-recording shows in September in Central London, and all travel expenses will be covered, and accommodation if necessary.
If you think you have a brilliant story to tell, please contact me ASAP. I look forward to hearing from you. Contact details: Iain Peckham 020 7533 6651 iain.peckham@endemoluk.com
Thanks very much and kind regards 

Iain Peckham 
Researcher 
Vanessa's Real Lives (ITV 1) 
Brighter Pictures - an Endemol company 
Room No 518-519 Regus Business Centre: Crown House : 72 Hammersmith Road : London : W14 8TH 
Tel: 020 7533 6651 

Email: iain.peckham@endemoluk.com 

Endemol UK 

MANAGING THE MEDIA WORKSHOP

The London LGBT Youth Work Forum will be hosting a workshop for LGBT youth workers on ‘Managing the Media’ next month. The workshop is being held in response to the ever increasing requests from journalists and documentary makers to interview young LGBT people. The workshop (and forum meeting) is on September 5th at Greater London Authority, City Hall from 2pm – 5pm and is free and open to anyone who works with young LGBT people. 
To confirm your attendance or for more info contact Sam at Freestyle on 020 7064 8383 or email freestyle@lgbtconsortium.org.uk  

YOUTH @ PRIDE DEBRIEF EVENT
So, you were one of the 200 or so people who celebrated with Youth @ Pride. Did you have a great day? Or could it have been a whole lot better? Did you love the brunch but loathe the float? Adore the float but abhor the stall? Whatever your opinion we’d love to hear it. 
The Youth @ Pride committee will be holding a Post Pride Debrief event on Wednesday August 23rd at GLA, City Hall, Committee Room 3. Places are open to all who attended Youth @ Pride events but there’s a limited number so please let us know if you’re planning to come. Call Sam on 020 7064 8383 or email freestyle@lgbtconsortium.org.uk 
SOUTH AFRICA HUMAN RIGHTS’ SUBMISSION TO PARLIAMENT

	Joint Statement - South African Human Rights' Organisations on Same Sex Marriage

	Date: August 14, 2006
	Africa » South Africa » For Your Information

	On 1 December 2005 the Constitutional Court unanimously ruled that the exclusion of same sex couples from the institution of marriage infringes their right to dignity, equality and privacy. The Court has presented Parliament with an historic opportunity to deepen its commitment to human rights. This calls for a recognition of same sex marriage which carries equal legal and social status. By doing so, we realise the promise of equality which lies at the heart of our historical struggle against all forms of discrimination.

	
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) equality has long been part of the human rights agenda and liberation struggle in South Africa. As far back as 1987 Thabo Mbeki, then Director of Information for the ANC, wrote that "The ANC is indeed very firmly committed to removing all forms of discrimination and oppression in a liberated South Africa….That commitment must surely extend to the protection of gay rights". This promise was partly realised in South Africa’s landmark post-apartheid Constitution, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. With this brave step, South Africa set a standard for the world to follow, calling on our citizens to transcend old divisions and prejudices.

LGBT equality can coexist alongside religious freedom. In line with our history and our Constitution, the Department of Home Affairs has drafted a Marriage Amendment Bill (1 August, 2006, available at www.pmg.org.za/docs/2006/060801draftbill.pdf) capable of balancing LGBT equality and religious freedom. The Bill’s gender-neutral definition of marriage would finally permit LGBT people in South Africans to socially and legally sanction their relationships under the existing marriage law. The enactment of the Bill will not require religious institutions to recognize same sex marriages nor will it require officials to marry same sex couples. In this way everyone is protected and treated with equal respect.

The Constitutional Court judgment on same sex marriage asserted that, "What is at stake is not simply a question of removing an injustice experienced by a particular section of the community. At issue is a need to affirm the very character of our society as one based on tolerance and mutual respect".

As members of the human rights community, we call on our country’s leadership to adopt the current Department of Home Affair’s draft Marriage Amendment Bill (1 August, 2006).

This statement is endorsed by the following organisations:

Women’s Legal Centre; AIDS Law Project; Centre for Applied Legal Studies; Law Race and Gender Unit, University of Cape Town; Gender Equity Unit, University of the Western Cape; Gender, Health & Justice Research, University of the Western Cape; Women’sNet; People Opposing Women Abuse; Engender; Tshwaranang Legal Advocacy Centre; OUT LGBT Well-being; Gay and Lesbian Archives; Inner Circle; Triangle Project; Reforming Church; Activate; South African Youth Liberating Organisation; LEGBO; Genderdynamix; Behind the Mask; Hope and Unity Metropolitan Community Church; Siyazenzela; Out in Africa; JewishOUTlook; Forum for the Empowerment of Women; Pietermaritzberg Gay and Lesbian Network; 1in9 Campaign

For more information contact:

Fikile Vilakazi, OUT LGBT Well-being on 011 3445108 or 083 2949720 or Beth Goldblatt, Centre for Applied Legal Studies on 082 927 8577
http://www.out.org.za/


Declaration of Montréal

Preamble

‘All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights’. This famous first

sentence of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted almost sixty years

ago by the General Assembly of the United Nations, still contains in a nutshell our

political agenda, as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, transsexual, transitioned

and intersexual persons.

The world has gradually accepted that individual human beings have different

sexes, racial or ethnic origins, and religions, and that these differences must be

respected and not be used as reasons for discrimination. But most countries still do

not accept two other aspects of human diversity: that people have different sexual

orientations and different gender identities; that two women or two men can fall in

love with each other; and that a person's identity, as female or male or neither, is

not always determined by the type of body into which they were born.

Refusal to accept and respect these differences means that oppression of LGBT

people is still a daily reality in most parts of the world. In some countries,

discrimination and violence against LGBT people are getting worse. But more and

more, brave individuals and groups are standing up for LGBT human rights in every

region of the world. In particular, LGBT individuals and groups in Asia, Africa, Latin

America and Eastern Europe no longer accept prejudice and discrimination, and are

becoming increasingly impatient to achieve freedom and equality. But progress is

very uneven and is not automatic. Worldwide, we are seeing advances and

setbacks.

Progress in realizing LGBT human rights demands multi-layered change in all parts

of the world: rights must be secured, laws changed, new policies designed and

implemented, and institutional practices adapted. LGBT individuals and groups are

the prime agents of change. But we will only win if we enlist others as allies in our

struggle. The purpose of this declaration is to list and explain the changes that we

need, and build an agenda for global action.

1. ESSENTIAL RIGHTS

A first demand is to safeguard and protect the most basic rights of LGBT people, rights which are well established

and not legally controversial.

(a) Protection against state and private violence

• Nine countries punish homosexuality with the death penalty – a human rights violation in itself, regardless

of the reason for imposing the sentence.
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• Extrajudicially, we witness in many countries torture and other violence against – and sometimes killings of

- LGBT individuals simply because they are lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender. These hate crimes are

committed by private actors (with the active help or passive condonation of public officials, as at some

pride marches), or by police, soldiers and other public officials themselves. These hate crimes against LGBT

individuals are a subject of growing concern; many states are failing in their obligation to protect LGBT

persons from this violence.

• In many parts of the world, LGBT individuals are still forced to marry a person of the opposite sex against

their will, and risk heavy penalties (including violence and death at the hands of members of their families)

if they try to escape such arrangements. Forced marriages are indisputably a human rights violation that

must be combated.

• Intersexual individuals experience a particular form of violence, in the form of genital mutilation resulting

from unnecessary post-birth surgery designed to make them conform to a rigid binary model of physical

sex characteristics.

(b) Freedom of expression, assembly and association

• In a number of countries, LGBT human rights groups and courageous LGBT individuals see their rights to

free expression, assembly and association blocked by hostile public authorities. Pride marches are denied

permits, journalists are jailed, clubs are closed, and NGOs are refused registration. Without the essential

right of LGBT non-governmental organisations to carry on their work, free of repressive and discriminatory

restrictions, it can become impossible to campaign for the reform of discriminatory laws LGBT activists are

entitled to protection and support, and to express themselves without fear of recrimination, just like other

human rights defenders.

(c) Freedom to engage in (private, consensual, adult) same-sex sexual activity

• Seventy-five countries – over one third of the countries in the world – still have laws in place criminalizing

same-sex sexual acts between consenting adults. Acts that harm nobody. Under international human rights

standards, this violates the right to privacy, as recognised by the UN Human Rights Committee in its Toonen

decision in 1994, and is also discrimination: a refusal to recognise the equal dignity and worth of LGBT

individuals. Even where such laws are not enforced in practice, they stigmatise, perpetuate prejudices,

encourage blackmail and intimidation, and serve as justifications for other forms of discrimination.

􀂾 We urge the international community to put pressure on the governments of countries that keep

violating the essential human rights of LGBT people.

􀂾 We demand an immediate end to use of the death penalty worldwide–especially for the so-called

“crime” of same-sex sexual activity between consenting adults.

􀂾 We demand that national governments and international organisations develop and implement

effective policies to prevent, investigate and punish hate crimes based on sexual orientation or

gender identity.

􀂾 We demand that genital surgery on intersexual persons be prohibited unless they are old enough

to understand it and consent to it.

􀂾 We demand that international organizations (at the global and regional levels) systematically

monitor the human rights situation of LGBT people and widely publicize their findings.

􀂾 We call on the international community to protect and give political and financial support to LGBT

human rights defenders and organisations, in particular in those countries of the world where

LGBT persons still have to fear for their lives or their safety on a daily basis.

􀂾 We demand that national governments and international organisations make their international

development aid conditional on real progress concerning respect for human rights, including the

human rights of LGBT people.

􀂾 We demand the repeal of all laws criminalizing private, consensual, adult, same-sex sexual activity.

2. GLOBAL ISSUES

A world where LGBT human rights are systematically violated, is a world where nobody can feel safe and free. ‘All

human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and interrelated’ (World Conference on Human Rights,

Vienna,1993).
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LGBT identities or practices have existed and continue to exist in every culture and corner of the world; they are

simply part of the human condition. Fighting ignorance and prejudice remains our first priority. More information

about LGBT persons, and more openness on the part of LGBT persons (when this can be done safely), are conditions

for further progress to be made.

􀂾 We therefore call for the preparation of a world-wide information campaign.

􀂾 We ask the organizers of the International Conference on LGBT Human Rights at the 2nd World

Outgames in Copenhagen in 2009 to launch such a campaign.

􀂾 We demand the support of like-minded NGOs and sympathetic governments in the preparation

and running of the campaign.

LGBT people do not live on an island, but form part of all societies, and rightly expect that their situations and their

demands will be taken into account in formulating all public policies. Accordingly, LGBT human rights must be

mainstreamed into global debates about social and political issues. This can only be achieved if the international

LGBT human rights movement takes part in wider struggles, such as the fight for development and fair trade,

worldwide social and economic rights, and international peace and stability. LGBT human rights may seem a far cry

in a those parts of the world where coping with poverty and violence top the daily agenda. Working to overcome

these problems, however, should include working for better living conditions for LGBT individuals.

One crucial global issue is the HIV/AIDS pandemic. "Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS." That is UN

Development Goal number 6, with a target date of 2015, endorsed by 189 Heads of State and Government in 2000.

This goal can only be reached by deploying a human-rights-based approach that includes the human rights of LGBT

individuals. Criminalizing sexual activity between men, and banning freedom of expression for LGBT groups, still

common practices in some countries, have a directly detrimental effect on the prevention of HIV/AIDS. Access to

information, adequate health services, and the elimination of violence and discrimination are crucial for both the

prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS.

􀂾 We urge governments to stop thwarting LGBT groups which spread information on the

prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS among LGBT individuals, but instead to make it their own

responsibility to include LGBT people in their fight against HIV/AIDS.

􀂾 We urge donor countries and international institutions to step up their aid programmes for the

prevention of HIV/AIDS, and work with local LGBT health groups to ensure that LGBT people are

included in these programmes.

􀂾 We demand the removal of morality-based restrictions on HIV/AIDS education, prevention and

treatment campaigns, including restrictions on promoting the use of condoms.

Another global issue is asylum. Our primary goal is to work for a safe environment in every country, so that LGBT

people do not need to leave their countries because of fear for their lives. But every nation has an obligation to grant

asylum to persons persecuted on the basis of their race, religion, political opinion and the like. LGBT persons who

have a well-founded fear of persecution, by state or non-state actors, based on their sexual orientation or gender

identity, must find similar protection within the framework of the 1951 Geneva Refugee Convention. A growing

number of countries explicitly interpret this Convention in this way. And so does the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees. We think that more countries should follow their example.

􀂾 We demand that national governments explicitly recognize in their national laws and practices a

right to asylum based on a well-founded fear of persecution because of sexual orientation or

gender identity.

􀂾 We demand that the UN High Commissioner for Refugees step up his actions to convince national

governments to implement the Guidelines on Gender-related Persecution, adopted in 2002.

A third global issue: migration. The world is getting smaller and smaller; more and more people travel the world,

make friends, and meet lovers who sometimes become partners. But most countries deny to bi-national same-sex

couples the right of one partner to sponsor the other for immigration, which different-sex married couples take for

granted. Even same-sex couples who have a marriage certificate or a registered partnership, recognized by the

country of origin of one of the partners, cannot be sure of their status when they move somewhere else.
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􀂾 We demand of our respective national governments residence rights for our partners from abroad

under the same conditions as different-sex married couples, without discrimination based on sex,

sexual orientation or gender identity.

􀂾 We demand that international treaties on these matters be reformed and grant same-sex couples

the same rights as different-sex married couples.

The United Nations has so far been unwilling or unable to recognize that LGBT rights are human rights, and fully

incorporate LGBT issues into its human rights work. Some specific UN treaty bodies and special rapporteurs have

taken LGBT rights into account. But in 2005, the UN Commission on Human Rights refused for the third time to

decide on a general resolution on ‘Human Rights and Sexual Orientation’, first tabled by Brazil in 2003. And in 2006,

the Economic and Social Council of the UN for the third time refused to grant consultative status to ILGA – the

International Lesbian and Gay Association – as in 1992, in 1994 (when the consultative status granted in 1993 was

suspended) and in 2002.

We will continue knocking on the door of the United Nations. We do not accept that a world organisation can be

closed to a specific part of the Earth's population, and can decide that it does not want to deal with their issues.

􀂾 We therefore urge governments to put LGBT human rights on the agenda of the new UN Human

Rights Council, and to work for the adoption of a text, that will give a mandate to the Council and

to other UN bodies to deal with LGBT human rights as a normal part of their work.

􀂾 We demand that ILGA and other LGBT organisations be granted the place they deserve among the

many other NGOs that are entitled to consult with the Human Rights Council.

􀂾 We urge the Human Rights Committee and other UN treaty bodies to integrate the systematic

monitoring of LGBT human rights into their work.

􀂾 We call upon lawyers, human rights institutions, and NGOs to continue studying which human

rights of LGBT individuals are protected by existing international human rights treaties, and

whether there are any gaps in the protection these treaties provide. This could lead to a discussion

of the potential benefits of a UN Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Sexual Orientation

and Gender Identity Discrimination (CESOGID).

􀂾 We urge all UN Special Procedures to address LGBT human rights issues within their relevant

mandates.

3. THE DIVERSE LGBT COMMUNITY

Our demand that the heterosexual, non-transgender majority respect our human rights and our diversity does not

stop at our own doorstep. We must also work to build an LGBT community that is open to all, and offers fair chances

to everyone, regardless of their sex, race, religion, disability, age, economic status or other similar characteristic.

We must fight discrimination within our own ranks. We cannot tolerate sexism and racism inside our movement. We

are Muslims, Christians, Jews, non-believers, Buddhists, Hindus, Sikhs, and humanists. Among us, we have every form

of disability, members of every age group, and members of every social and economic class.

The growing visibility and activism of LGBT groups in the Global South must be taken into account. We must work as

hard as we can to make it possible for LGBT activists from Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern Europe to

participate in the global LGBT human rights movement on an equal footing. Our long-term goal, as resources permit,

should be much more proportionate representation of the Global South at international LGBT conferences. We must

remember that 88% of LGBT people live in Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern Europe.

The unequal position of women inside the our movement reflects the still unequal power relations between women

and men in the world as a whole. Despite all the progress made over the last few decades, women are still le

deuxième sexe, and lesbian women are no exception. We must therefore seek more co-operation with the women’s

movement, and stress our common ground. The commonality is our right to control our own bodies and to choose

how we live our own lives. Our joint goal is to challenge the rigidity of the fixed roles allocated to women and men,

and the dominance of heterosexual male norms and interests. This joint goal is not something marginal, but is part of

the core business of the LGBT human rights movement.

Transgender, transsexual, transitioned and intersexual individuals have become a more and more visible part of our

movement, and have seen some of their demands taken on board. Non-transgender lesbian, gay and bisexual
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persons will have to recognise that questioning the meaning of sex, and challenging rigid gender roles, are in fact

two sides of the same coin. Transgender issues therefore should be considered as part and parcel of our common

struggle for equality and dignity.

􀂾 We recommend that international LGBT organisations expand their pools of candidates for

leadership positions by offering training courses, information seminars and the like to new –

female, male or transgender - activists from Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern Europe.

􀂾 We ask the organizers of the International Conference on LGBT Human Rights at the 2nd World

Outgames in Copenhagen in 2009 to make an extra effort to realise an equal participation of

women and men, to maximise participation from the Global South and from ethnic and cultural

minorities, and to ensure full inclusion of transgender people and issues.

􀂾 We would also like to see at that conference more workshops on the role of women inside and

outside our movement, and on increasing co-operation with the women’s movement.

4. PARTICIPATION IN SOCIETY

(a) General

In many countries, the fight against discriminatory rules and practices, started more than fifty years ago, has brought

success. We are proud of the victories of the international LGBT human rights movement. As such we count:

• the elimination of homosexuality from the official list of psychiatric diseases;

• the long list of countries that have abolished discriminatory criminal laws;

• new constitutional equality clauses that explicitly mention sexual orientation;

• the growing number of countries, states, provinces, territories, counties or cities that have outlawed

discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity;

• the still small, but growing, number of countries that have opened up legal marriage to same-sex couples;

• the more substantial increase in the number of countries that recognize registered same-sex partnerships;

• the increasing openness of LGBT people in public life in many countries, so that openly LGBT artists or

politicians, for example, are no longer so unusual;

• the changes in public opinion that make it possible for LGBT individuals to be themselves and live their lives

as they wish, without fear; and

• the growing number of public and private institutions, including human rights organisations, trade unions

and other NGOs, that make it their responsibility to integrate the protection of LGBT human rights into

their daily work

BUT, …

These successes are only part of the story, and are valid for only a small part of the world. Much work still needs to be

done. Over time, all sectors of society must be scrutinized for existing rules and practices that still hinder the free,

open and equal participation of LGBT individuals. Among these sectors, specific priorities for action must be decided

by the LGBT human rights movement in each country, depending on their local circumstances.

􀂾 We demand that all governments develop and implement a comprehensive policy against sexual

orientation and gender identity discrimination in all sectors of society. This should preferably be done

within the framework of an overall anti-discrimination policy designed to tackle all forms of discrimination

in all spheres of life on all grounds - but without sweeping LGBT issues under the carpet.

􀂾 We demand that such an anti-discrimination policy focus on both legal equality, ending second-class

treatment by the state, as well as on social equality, fighting discrimination and prejudice throughout

society, including on the part of private parties.

􀂾 We demand that national parliaments hold their respective governments accountable; guaranteeing the

rights of all citizens, including LGBT citizens.

􀂾 We demand that LGBT experts and organization be involved in the planning and execution of such policies

and that the effects be properly monitored;

􀂾 We demand that LGBT human rights issues be mainstreamed in overall governmental policy-making. This

means that, before decisions are taken, the effects of policy proposals on the situation of LGBT individuals

must be identified and taken into account.
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􀂾 We urge international LGBT organisations to

􀂃 continue to monitor national policy-making on LGBT issues,

􀂃 design comparable indicators of progress and improve their databases documenting

legislation and practices in different countries around the world.

􀂃 distribute information on best practices.

(b) By Sector

Fair chances in employment or business are essential for LGBT individuals to be economically independent,

maintain self-esteem, and lead a fulfilling and productive life. Sexual orientation or gender identity discrimination in

the workplace must be combated by all parties concerned, working together on the basis of well-designed

programmes, that are properly monitored.

􀂾 We therefore endorse the Plans of Action adopted yesterday by the "Workers Out!" and "Out for

Business!" conferences and will support the activities they have planned for the future.

􀂾 We demand that governments and public institution set a good example, by eliminating

discrimination against their LGBT employees, and promoting their equality and safety in the

workplace.

LGBT people are not isolated individuals. We fall in love, and establish relationships and families – however

configured. For many of us, these relationships and families are the most important parts of our lives. Unless they are

legally recognized, our rights to equality and dignity cannot be fully secured. Indeed, many countries are willing to

grant us equality in every area of our lives except in relation to our relationships and families, to ensure that our

relationships and families are stigmatized as inferior. As a matter of simple equality, same-sex couples are entitled to

the full range of relationship options available to different-sex couples, including marriage for those who choose it.

Similarly, LGBT individuals and same-sex couples who are parents, or wish to become parents, are entitled to equal

rights, and to equal access to the full range of parenting options available to heterosexual individuals and differentsex

couples, including adoption, fostering, and use of medically assisted procreation. Doing justice to the changing

realities of family life also entails recognizing and granting equal rights to non-marital relationships, and extending

this option to all couples, without discrimination based on sex, sexual orientation or gender identity.

􀂾 We therefore demand that all governments that have not yet done so reform family law in order

to reflect the growing diversity of family life,

􀂃 by opening-up legal marriage to same-sex couples,

􀂃 introducing similar partnership rights for all unmarried couples, and

􀂃 ensuring equal access for all to every option for parenthood.

Education, the media, health care, and religion are social institutions of crucial importance to the success or failure

of the struggle for LGBT human rights. Each has its own role to play and its own contribution to make.

􀂾 We demand that the competent (national or local) government authorities in charge of education

policies, including school boards

􀂃 include lessons on LGBT human rights in the school curriculum; and

􀂃 take action to combat intimidation and violence against LGBT pupils and teachers.

􀂾 We demand that the mainstream media contribute to breaking down stereotypes, and promote a

realistic visibility of LGBT people.

􀂾 We demand that health care facilities and individual health care providers be open to the special

health needs of LGBT people, fight prejudice, and supply relevant information on a nondiscriminatory

basis.

􀂾 We demand that governments permit all medical treatment necessary for gender reassignment,

that they fund such treatment to the same extent that their resources permit them to fund other

medically necessary treatment, and that they amend their legislation so as to permit a transgender

person to change their legal sex to the one that corresponds to their gender identity.
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􀂾 We urge religious institutions and non-confessional organisations to put into practice the

principles of tolerance and equality towards LGBT individuals among their own ranks, and to

contribute to the fight for LGBT human rights in the world at large.

5. CREATING SOCIAL CHANGE

The legal, political and social changes that will bring LGBT individuals equal rights do not serve our interests only. In a

society where some people are oppressed, nobody can be free and equal. Bringing about the changes we want must

therefore be the result of the combined efforts of the LGBT human rights movement and other groups and

organisations, which share our vision and our goals.

􀂾 We call on LGBT organizations to continue their fight for LGBT human rights in all countries, as well

as at the international level, by

􀂃 mobilizing their rank and file, enlarging their constituencies and broadening their bases

of financial support;

􀂃 promoting better cooperation, coordination and solidarity among the LGBT communities

within countries, and throughout the world;

􀂃 making more LGBT and non-LGBT individuals aware of the need of further global action,

and invoking their sense of solidarity;

􀂃 building strategic alliances and co-operation between different organisations and

institutions inside and outside of the LGBT human rights movement;

􀂃 strengthening their knowledge and expertise and making their actions more

professional;

􀂃 encouraging LGBT cultural activities, so as to show a living reality and use culture to get

the message of LGBT equality across.

􀂾 We call on trade unions, professional organisations and NGOs working for human rights and social

welfare to participate in our fight against discrimination, to lend us their support, and to share

resources.

􀂾 We call on national and international companies to grant equal opportunities to their LGBT

workers, cater for the needs of their LGBT customers, and meet their social responsibility by

supporting the global fight for LGBT human rights.

􀂾 We call on religious institutions and non-confessional organisations to help their LGBT members

to overcome traditional prejudices and fight homophobia among their own ranks and in the

outside world.

􀂾 We call on funders to ensure that funding programmes support NGOs in working towards legal

and social equality for LGBT people, by advancing all of the objectives set out in this Declaration.

􀂾 We call on national governments to protect the rights and promote the interests and well-being of

all their citizens, including their LGBT citizens.

􀂾 We call on the international community to include LGBT human rights in the international human

rights agenda, and to support and protect LGBT human rights defenders.

􀂾 And – last but not least – we call on all countries in the world, and on the United Nations, to

recognise and promote the 17th of May of each year as the International Day against Homophobia.

These are our demands. It will take tremendous courage, great personal sacrifice, and countless hours of hard work

by many thousands of LGBT activists and friends of the global LGBT community. But our goal, equal rights for every

LGBT person in every country of the world, can be and will be achieved.
COMING UP

RAINBOW CONFERENCE

Conference 2006
 Remember that the Rainbow Network conference this year is taking place in
 two places - luckily on two different dates!
 * Tuesday 10th October at the Britannia Hotel in Coventry
 * Thursday 12th October at the Old Swan Hotel in Harrogate

 Sir Ron De Witt has agreed to be the host at both events, we hope that 
 other speakers will include a minister, someone from Staffordshire Police and
 Stonewall, among others. We are also planning three workshops, in line 
 with our theme, 'Rainbow goes pinstripe': "Customer Service & the Gender 
 Agenda", "LGBT Legislation & the Workplace" and "The DCA Mentoring Scheme". More
 details to follow.

 To be sure of a place, contact Jan Warner janet.warner@dca.gsi.gov.uk
 mail to:janet.warner@dca.gsi.gov.uk .

CHROMA EVENTS

21 October: Fire This Time: Queering Black History Month. The first and largest gathering of queer writers and artists of colour in the UK. A day of workshops, debates, and screenings, followed by a Club Night at the GE Club.
19 November: Launch Issue 5.
Ongoing: Workshops on Thursdays, creative writing and other workshops for gay and bi men.
Poems by Chroma poets Sharon Morris and our Poetry Editor are in a new collection, This Little Stretch of Life, available from Amazon. 
 

LGBT FAITH

A Homophobia and Faith conference for 17 February 2007is currently being organised by the Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement. Further details TBA. 
MANCHESTER: AN INTRODUCTION TO BUDDHISM AND MEDITATION FOR LESBIANS
A day course run by lesbian Buddhists and meditators
Saturday 30th September, 10.30-4.30,  cost £20/£35
To book or enquire please call or email:
Manchester Buddhist Centre, 16-20 Turner Street, M4 1DZ
info@manchesterbuddhistcentre.org.uk
0161 834 9232
Please bring vegetarian food to share. 

Disabled access info available on request. 
Further concessions may be available for those in particular need. Please ask.
 

Manchester Lesbian Community Project
PO Box 153
M60 1LP 

Tel/fax: 0161 273 7128
mail@manchesterlcp.org.uk
www.manchesterlcp.org.uk
NATIONAL UNION OF STUDENTS

Congratulations to Claire Anderson, who has become an officer for the NUS LGBT campaign. Claire inspired the ‘Stamp out Homophobia!’ petition.

Liberation in Action - 13th September/4th October (Venues tbc). Two one-day training events aimed at liberation officers with the intention of providing them with training to carry out their role effectively, with an emphasis on campaigning. We expect around 60 students to attend each event. These events will involve external organisations in the form of a campaigns fair, as above, and workshops.
 

(Liberation officers are: Black Students Officers; Women's Officers; Disabled Students' Officers and LGBT Officers). If you want to go, contact Geraldine Smith, LGBT Development Co-ordinator Switchboard: 08712218221 ext. 676
LGBT PARENTING SUPPORT GROUP

A new support group for parents of lesbian, gay, bisexual or trans children has been launched by PACE in London. Their first meeting is on Monday, October 2nd at 7 pm. Contact Angie South on 0207 700 1323 or go to angelas@ace.dircon.co.uk to book a place.

PACE is London’s leading charity promoting the mental health and emotional well-being of the LGBT community. Contact:
Family Support Service

PACE

34 Hartham Rd

London

N7 9JL

0207 700 1323

Camden PCT Training Programme
Book your place now: Camden PCT's HIV & Sexual Health Training Programme for 2006-7 is just out and spaces will go quickly! Camden PCT are offering their most diverse and extensive selection of training courses ever. A team of experienced facilitators from CLASH (Central London Action on Street Health), the Good Sexual Health Team, the African Communities Team and the Mortimer Market Centre GUM clinic have revised and improved the information, knowledge and activities used on our courses.   
The training sessions have been scheduled at times of the year that hopefully you will find more convenient: October/November 2006 and January/February 2007. You can also request a hard copy of the training programme from the Good Sexual Health Team and return the booking form in the post.  If you prefer this method of registering please send an email to richard.cox@camdenpct.nhs.uk or ring 020 7530 3945. 
For more details, and to obtain the PDF version booking forms, you can also contact the Forum office on 020 7470 8760, or email forum.admin@camdenlgbtforum.org.uk.
CALLING GAY/BI MEN IN LONDON

Lust 4 Life is a social gathering of gay/bi men, sharing stories, debating issues, and exploring new possibilities on being a gay/bi man in London. Friendly, unique and thought provoking, for gay/bi men of all colours, nationalities, ages and beliefs. £6/4 (conc’s)  Starting Monday 18th September 7-9pm in the Green Room. Dragon Hall Trust, 17 Stukeley Street, London, WC2.
LESBIAN ARTS FESTIVAL

YLAF is in the last week in October, which happens to be half-term. Events so far are outlined below. Go to www.libertas.co.uk for more details.
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  - Michelle Tea 
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York Lesbian Arts Festival
[image: image27.png]



Calendars & Diaries
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Gift Vouchers
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Forthcoming Titles
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DVD & Video
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Erotica
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Lesbian Classics
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Fiction - General
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Fiction - Crime & Mystery
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Fiction - Fantasy & Sci-Fi
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Fiction - Romance
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Fiction - Short Stories
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Graphic Novels
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Humour
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Parenting
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Sex Guides
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Photographic
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Poetry
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Non-Fiction
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Selected General Books
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Purrfect Playthings (Toys)
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Jewellery & Gifts 
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Magazines
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Posters & Prints
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Greeting Cards
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Catalogue > York Lesbian Arts Festival 
 
[image: image56.png]



Results 1 - 7 of 7 
[image: image57.png]



[image: image58.png]



[image: image59.png]



 
[image: image60.png]






 
YLAF 06 - Cabaret Night 
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The first big event of YLAF 2006 will be a cabaret night starring popular lesbian and bi acts including the fabulous Rosie Lugosi, Helen & The Love Notes and more...
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YLAF 06 - Club DIVA women-only 
[image: image66.png]



£12.00 [image: image67.png]



The biggest and best girls' night out in the land, on two floors, sponsored by DIVA magazine. 
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YLAF 06 - LaDanza Latin & Ballroom Dance Workshop 
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Heather and Hadass of Studio LaDanza will teach you some basic steps so that you can take to the floor at the dance afterwards. No experience nor partner necessary. places. ...
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YLAF 06 - Libertas Book Festival 
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The book festival is the centrepiece of YLAF and always a thrill. Famous lesbian authors read from and discuss their work, take questions from the audience, sign books and mingle with their fans. 
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YLAF 06 - Secret York Walks 
[image: image78.png]
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Discover what lies within the maze of York's medieval city centre, missed by most visitors. A one-hour walk to introduce you to some of the most fascinating buildings York has to offer, from the 10th century onwards.
[image: image80.png]






 
YLAF 06 - Unison Celebration Concert 
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Starring Sue Perkins, Horse, and The United Colours of Brooks & John in a fabulous evening's entertainment.
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YLAF 06 - Workshops 
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Workshops with Radclyffe, Stella Duffy, V.G.Lee and Wild Woman!
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ANTI-BULLYING WEEK

November 20-24 is National Anti-Bullying week. With 84% of teachers claiming to have witnessed homophobic bullying and only 6% of schools mentioning homophobic bullying in their anti-bullying policies it is as important as ever to support it and make yourself and your views visible. Go www.antibullyingweek.co.uk for information. 

ONGOING

SCHOOLS OUT CONFERENCE 2007

Schools Out will host its next conference during History Month 2007, on Saturday, February 3rd at the Drill Hall. Delegates will be charged £25 each and the application form is printed below. Please book soon as places are limited following last year’s huge success.

Schools Out Conference 3 February 2007 Registration Form

Return preferably with payment to BM Schools Out, London WC1N 3XX as soon as possible. The cost includes refreshments and lunch so we cannot give refunds but will accept substitutes if you find that you cannot attend after all. Please note that the administrative burden of 50% of registrations being made in the week prior to last year’s conference has led us to offer a discount for early registration. The additional costs of issuing an invoice are also reflected in the pricing. You are asked to complete all parts of the form and only one form per person please.

Please register me for the 2007 Schools Out Conference.

Name (please write clearly) ______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________ Postcode  ________________

E-Mail _______________________________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________ Mobile ________________________

Dietary requirements ___________________________________________________

Access requirements ____________________________________________________

This application is for (tick all that apply)

___ Representing an organisation (name) _______________________ (£30)

___ An individual (Full rate £25) 

___ Concessions (eg student, retired, low income, etc £18) please specify __________

___ Late application (cheque posted after 3 January add £10)

___ Invoice charge (requested before 3 January add £2)

___ Invoice charge (requested after 3 January add £5)

___ I need a receipt (available on the day – free)

___ I need a certificate of attendance (available on the day – free)

Cheque enclosed payable to Schools Out (unless you have asked for an invoice) for 

£ ____ You may also use a bank credit to Alliance and Leicester Commercial Bank 72-06-15  Account 88161403. Please tell us you have done this and the date of payment.

_____________________________________________________________________

OFFICE USE ONLY

That’s it. Number 25 will be out mid-September.

FINALLY

WHAT’S SPECIAL ABOUT 6?

Stonewall and the EFA stated recently that 6% of the population of the UK is LGB (i.e. an average of 2 per school class). Intrigued as to where this number comes from, John Hunt did some research. Here we go.      

  After attempting since March to obtain an official explanation of this figure, I have now heard from the OFT, which quoted it in January.  This is an extract from their reply. 

· Having contacted Stonewall, they informed me (incorrectly as it happens) that the statistics were produced by HM Treasury ahead of the Civil Partnership Bill.  In fact, the figures in relation to Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual demographics came from DTI's Regulatory Impact Assessment of the Civil Partnership Act www.dti.gov.uk/files/file23829.pdf  see page 13.   You will see that the statistics are derived from various independent studies and these are referenced so that the reader may look them up.         

· Footnote 14 on page 13, states. --There is very little reliable data about the size of the LGB population. This figure is based on the findings in a number of different studies. The National Survey of Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles (NATSAL 2000) of 16-44 year olds, found that 5.4% of men and 4.9% of women had ever had a samesex partner compared to just 2.6% of both genders who had had recent experience in Johnson et al, Sexual behaviour in Britain: Partnerships, Practices and HIV Risk Behaviours, The Lancet,Volume 358, Number 9296, Dec 1, 2001, pp 1835-42. About 5% of those questioned in exit polls identified themselves as ‘gay’ in US Voter News Service exit polls 1996 and 2000. Plug, E and Berkhout, P (2001) found that about 5% of their Dutch sample had gay, lesbian or bisexual sexual preferences in Effects of Sexual Preferences on Earnings in the Netherlands. About 6% of a national sample of Americans identified as gay or lesbian in Yankelovich Monitor Research (1994). Laumann et al found the incidence of homosexual desire was just over 7% of both men and women in the USA. Janus and Janus (1993) found that 9% of men and 5% of women identified as gay or lesbian. Some studies have found higher estimates, such as Kinsey (1948) and Sell et al (1995), whilst others using estimates of cohabiting same-sex couples have found much lower estimates, for example the Labour Force Survey finds just 0.2% of UK households consist of same-sex couples.

        So the "6%" has been picked out of a 1994 study in America,
        in preference to other figures from other studies
        -- and while the UK Government resolutely refuses
        to include any relevant questions in the Census.

         [Admittedly, it would take some time before census responses
        to such a question could be considered a fair reflection.]

        But the "6%" is not based on any UK studies at all.

Clear as milk!
BM LGBT History Month, London WC1N 3XX.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:listmgr@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk" �listmgr@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/" �www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk�.





Patrons: Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council.
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