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LGBT History Month bulletin 28

Welcome to the LGBT History month bulletin, which has five sections:

· News: LGBTHM, national and international bulletin

· Events: a calendar of shows, conferences and meetings for the month

· Coming soon: advance notice of events after the month 

· Community and help: a billboard for groups to make contact for research etc.

· What they said: a new section with LGBT quotes from the news 

NEWS

Sir ian joins us!

LGBT History Month enjoyed its biggest ever pre-launch on November 20th. Sir Ian McKellen spoke and agreed to be our latest patron. 

In his speech, Sir Ian joked that the latest complaint about Oscar Wilde’s statue was not that he was a renowned homosexual, but that he was a notorious smoker. He also reminded the audience that, having agreed to legalise same-sex marriage, South Africa is now ahead of the UK.

To see Sir Ian speak, see our own Sue Sanders read Trevor Philips’ letter and comment on events, and to read about the pre-launch bash, go to www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk and go to the news page.

Schools out conference reminder

The Schools Out Conference is on Saturday, February 3rd, 2007. To read about the wonderful line-up and book go to www.schools-out.org.uk . The booking form is also available at the bottom of this bulletin.

Events: get them in!

Our events manager isn’t speaking to us anymore. He hasn’t enough time. He’s too busy putting your events for February 2007 on the website! To put an event on our website couldn’t be simpler. Go to http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/events/main.htm and click on submit an event. Our events manager loves hard work!

58% of teens having under-age sex

According to a survey by Puffta, 58% of the UK’s teens have sex before they are 16 and 35% have had unprotected sex within the last six months. Following the release of these figures and World AIDS Day, the Schools Out group, which is working towards equality  in education for LGBT, called on the government to rethink totally its sex education and HIV awareness.

“The government’s drive to promote academies and faith schools is handing control of schools – and taxpayers’ money – to groups whose commitment to applying the principles of ‘Every Child Matters’ to LGBT students is questionable,” Schools Out said in a statement.

“The prime minister would have a legacy to be proud of if he spent some time and money actually saving the lives of our LGBT young people. Schools should guarantee them access to appropriate sexual health information as part of an inclusive curriculum that values and celebrates the lives of LGBT people.”

Theatre museum faces closure

The Theatre Museum, in Covent Garden, is under threat of closure. The museum was the first to support LGBT HM actively by providing us with a catalogue of its LGBT related materials - still available on our website! It is our turn to support this wonderfully informative and exciting museum. Click http://www.theatremuseumguardians.org.uk/  and become a Guardian of the Theatre Museum. It costs nothing except a few moments of your time.

Teachers’ union wants safe spaces

The National Union of Teachers is staging a one-day conference aimed at making schools safe spaces for pupils and staff. Aimed at encouraging continuous professional development, the conference is free to all school employees, governors and trainee teachers. Others pay only £30. It takes place on Saturday January 19th. See Events calendar for contact details.

Any thoughts?

Haringey’s Wise Thoughts are staging an Arts and Film exhibition and show to celebrate LGBT History Month in February. They are looking for exhibitors and contributors. For full details see Coming Events

Why should being gay be a crime? 
In 75 countries being gay is still a crime. French activist Louis-Georges Tin, founder of the International Day Against Homophobia, hopes to change that by having the United Nations adopt a resolution calling for the decriminalization of homosexuality worldwide.

Tin will simultaneously release a list of hundreds of VIP endorsers of the proposed U.N. resolution, including a gaggle of Nobel Prize winners (among them, Bishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa, Dario Fo of Italy, Elfriede Jelinek of Austria, and Amartya Sen of India); political leaders, including two former French prime ministers (Laurent Fabius and Michel Rocard); academics (such as Princeton University President Shirley Tilghman and world-famous sociologist Richard Sennett); entertainers (such as Academy Award-winning actress Meryl Streep, David Bowie, Edward Norton, Mike Nichols, Lily Tomlin, actor-playwright Wallace Shawn, humorist Bruce Vilanch, and Spanish actress Victoria Abril); and a host of renowned writers, including Doug Wright, Jon Robin Baitz, Salman Rushdie, Gore Vidal, Sir Tom Stoppard, Tony Kushner, Martin Amis, Ian McEwan, Russell Banks, Bernard-Henri Levy, John Berendt,
Lady Antonia Fraser, Christopher Hitchens, Michael Chambon, Peter Carey, and Edmund White.

One year on: civil parterships

Over fifteen thousand same sex couples have taken part in civil partnerships in the last year, the Office of National Statistics revealed.  The figures, released on the eve of the first anniversary of the Civil Partnerships Act, states that there were 15,672 civil partnerships formed in the UK between December 2005 and the end of September 2006.   A total of 14,084 partnerships took place in England with 537 in Wales, 942 in Scotland and 109 in Northern Ireland.

Scots see sense on adoption

The Scottish Parliament voted to allow same sex couples to adopt on Friday, December 8th; despite some vigorous opposition and a wrecking amendment proposed by SNP MSP Roseanna Cunningham. Go to http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/76252.html for details.

More LGBT killings in iraq

Evidence has emerged that more people in Iraq have been ‘executed’ for their sexuality. For details go to http://equality-network.invisionzone.com/index.php?showtopic=587 

Goods and services: TUC appeal

The Equality (Goods and Services) Bill comes out in April and certain church groups are said to be outraged at its proposals concerning adoption and employment issues. Following their letter to The Times, TUC Equal Opportunities Policy Officer Peter Purton plans to issue a counter memorandum from the TUC before Christmas/Yuletide. He is requesting urgently:

· stories about same sex couples adoptions 

· stories about same sex family relationships 

· anything about receiving teaching in religious
schools (etc)

If you can help, contact:

Peter Purton
Policy Officer, Disability, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Transgender Rights
Equality & Employment Rights Department, TUC
tel. 020 7467 1271

EVENTS

Events from the 16th December to 19th January are listed in the calendar below.

WHEN
WHERE
WHAT

16

7pm till 1am

8 pm
City Chambers, High Street, Edinburgh 

Augustine United Church on George IV Bridge
Ceilidh. The Equality Network, Stonewall Scotland, and LGBT Youth Scotland invite you to a celebration of civil partnership. Tickets £5 from the Equality Network or on the door (limited places available).
www.equality-network.org/lgbtnews/ceilidh2006
Edinburgh: Loud and Proud choir. Admission is free.
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Throughout the day (and 19, 20)
Selfridges - Oxford Street, London

London Gay Men’s Chorus sing Carols - (free)

19

8 pm
Drill Hall,

Cheneys Street, London
Oh You Pretty Things! How Gay was Glam Rock’?

Tickets for the season can now be booked on 020 7307 5060 

Or on line at The Drill Hall’s brand new web-site – www.drillhall.co.uk


20

Starts 7.30 pm
Barbican Hall, London

Make the Yuletide Gay 2006
Great music, both traditional and modern - plus a generous sprinkling of laughter and glitter. We welcome as our celebrity host, the brilliant Sandi Toksvig.
Book online: http://www.barbican.org.uk/music/event-detail.asp?ID=4705
or by phone on 020 7638 8891 (almost sold out already)
www.lgmc.org.uk
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All day (and 6th)
The University of Westminster, London
Encountering Human Rights: Gender/Sexuality, Activism and the Promise of Law

Liberty is jointly running a conference with the Centre for Law, Gender and Sexuality and the Legal Action Group.  A two-day conference is bringing together activists, academics and

practitioners to assess how human rights law and practice in the UK

interacts with issues concerning gender and sexuality. The conference is being organised by the Centre for Law, Gender and Sexuality, Liberty and the Legal Action Group. It has been funded by the Modern Law Review. Conference will be on the 5th and 6th of January 2007 at.  For further details and to register:

www.kent.ac.uk/clgs/events/genderHR/index.htm


6

1-4 pm

Contact: PO Box 153
M60 1LP


The LCP Team; Walk off the Festive Excess!

Manchester Lesbian Community Project Tel/fax: 0161 273 7128
mail@manchesterlcp.org.uk
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Contact: PO Box 153
M60 1LP


The LCP Team; Discussion Group; Strap-ons and heterosexism

Manchester Lesbian Community Project Tel/fax: 0161 273 7128
mail@manchesterlcp.org.uk
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All day
NUT Hamilton House Mabledon Place

London WC1H 9BD

020 7380 4719 Fax:020 7387 8458
NUT Safe spaces for learning conference

edutemp2@nut.org.uk

COMING SOON

Call for submissions - Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender History Month in Haringey - February 2007  

www.wisethoughts.org/LGBTHM07     

As a part of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender History month 2007, 

Wise Thoughts is co-ordinating following artistic events in Haringey.

Partner agencies include: Haringey Council - Equality & Diversity Team, Haringey Library Services & venues based in Haringey  

a. Visual arts Exhibition:

LGBT artists are invited to submit their work for the Exhibition taking place in the Gallery at Wood Green Central Library. 

Art works focusing on LGBT themes will be given preference. Max. size for two dimensional art work is 3 X 3 feet & 3 X 3 X 3 feet for three dimensional art work . 

Please email your entries (title, medium, size & description - up to 100 words max. - & any other suitable specifications) along with the artist’s short biography including contact address, Tel no. & email & jpeg image of the art work (no bigger than 1 Mb) before 15 Dec 2006.  

Please note: Artist will have to arrange for transportation & collection their own art work at their own cost.  

 For electronic submission for Visual Arts Exhibition : email: info@wisethoughts.org 

b. Performance Night

LGBT performers are invited to submit a short description on their solo sketch / solo performance piece / cabaret of duration up to 20 mins max. 

4/5 Performer’s will be selected for the LGBT Performance night at Jackson’s Lane Centre in the first week of February. 

Please email your entries (title, genre, length & description - up to 100 words max. - & any other suitable information) along with a artist’s short biography (up to 100 words) , contact address, Tel no. & email & if any jpeg images of the work (no bigger than 1 Mb) before 15 Dec 2006. 

 For electronic submission for  Performance night: email: info@wisethoughts.org 

c. LGBT shorts screening: 

 We are also inviting submissions for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Short Films (completed in last three years) to be showcased in Haringey as part of artistic activities for LGBT History Month (Feb 2007).  

The films need to deal with broader or specific LGBT themes. 

Max length of the film: 25 mins.

Submission on DVD (PAL) or VHS (PAL) only 

Submission deadline: 15 Dec 2006. 

Film entry submission should include: 

Title of the film: 

Length of the film: 

Format of shooting: (e.g. digital film, 16mm, super 8 etc.), 

List of relevant cast & crew:

Filmmaker’s short biography including contact address, Tel no. & email:

A signed statement outlining the contact person/ filmmaker has the copyright of the film & permits Wise Thoughts to screen the film/s as part of LGBT History Month Feb. 2007 screening in Haringey. 

A selection committee will decide on short-listing of all the entries & their decision will be final. Unfortunately, we’ll not be able to enter into any further communications regarding the entries that are not shortlisted.                        

Note: all the attachments of text files need to be Word docs.  Image attachments should be jepg. (no bigger than 1 Mb each) 

For electronic submission for Visual Arts Exhibition & Performance night: email: info@wisethoughts.org
For electronic submission for LGBT short films: email: info@wisethoughts.org and send the DVD /VHS (PAL) to the address below: 

Address: Wise Thoughts, Studio3, 2nd Floor, Chocolate Factory 2, 4 Coburg Road London N22 6UJ

Tel: 020 8829 8911 

www.wisethoughts.org/LGBTHM07 

Southwark Anti Homophobic Forum. AGM 2007 
Date: Tuesday January 23rd 2007 
Venue: Inspire Café, St Peters Church, Liverpool Grove, Walworth SE17 2HH 
Time: 6 - 9 pm 
Aim: To mark and celebrate what the LGBT community in Southwark are achieving. 
Free Refreshments 
there will also be a brief screening of a new DVD resource produced in partnership with The Law Centres Federation, Southwark Law Centre, Video Art Bankside and the Southwark LGBT Network. the DVD is a short film to raise awareness of the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people in the workplace.   

This DVD is funded by the Department for Communities and Local Government

If you have any special requirements to attend this event, please contact Dax to arrange. 

LGBT History Month: LGBT History: In Focus a photographic exhibition 
Official Launch night Monday 5th February. 
Please contact Dax to RSVP your place. Time 6 pm till 9 pm. 
Venue: Cooltan Arts Unit B 237 Walworth Rd, London SE17 1RL 

Free Refreshments

Go Fax Yourself! 

Be part of the Community Wall at the LGBT exhibition for the LGBT history month.

Its simple, draw a self portrait, add your name (if you want to) and fax to 020 7525 5498

LGBT FAITH

A Homophobia and Faith conference for 17 February 2007 is currently being organised by the Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement. It’s a multi-faith Conference. Tickets may be booked from the web-site http://www.lgcm.org.uk/ 

RECONCILED CONFERENCE

Reconciled has its first themed day - an exploration of sexual ethics – which will take place on Saturday 10th February 2007 between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. at Trinity United Reformed Church, Camden Town. 

The cost of the day will be confirmed shortly but likely to be 10 pounds waged and 5 pounds unwaged/concessions etc.and will include light refreshments. 

This will be advertised more widely shortly and details of how to pay and the programme for the day will also be announced soon. www.reconciled.co.uk
TRANSGENDER HEALTH

The World Professionals Association for Transgender Health (WPATH) (formerly HBIGDA)  

www.hbigda.org presents: XX Biennial Symposium September 5 - 9, 2007, Chicago, Illinois 

The 20th International Symposium of The World Professional Association for Transgender Health will focus on the old and new challenges facing those who provide services to transgender and transsexual communities.  They invite all professionals, researchers, academics and social support workers to submit abstracts on any of the above 9 areas, or any related research or clinical aspect in the field of Transgender and Transsexual health and social care.  All abstracts to be submitted by January 31, 2007 to hbigda@hbigda.org an email attachment in MSWord (max. 250 words).  For details of copy guidelines see www.hbigda.org.

WORKSHOPS IN SOUTHWARK

Two workshops: Getting the sex you want! - 20th Jan 2007; and Religion, homosexuality and me - 10th Feb 2007 

Go to www.naz.org.uk <http://www.naz.org.uk> for further details.

  

COMMUNITY/ HELP

New Family support in London

London’s PACE has launched a new family support service. For information, contact angie South 0207 700 1323 or angelas@pace.dircon.co.uk
Out For Our Children 
is a group of London lesbian parents producing books and resources that reflect our children's lives and family experiences. A child needs love, support and acceptance for who they are and where they come from: we believe that inclusive books and other materials are an essential part of that support.
We want to see: 

· Nurseries, playgroups and schools that welcome our children 

· Books that reflect our children's reality 

· A school curriculum that includes us and educates everyone 

· Schools and early years settings that address prejudice and homophobia 

http://www.outforourchildren.co.uk/ 

Inside Out in mid-wales

For LGB people living in North or Mid Wales there is still a chance to participate in the Inside-Out health research by visiting www.stonewallcymru.org.uk/ and down-loading a questionnaire from Across Wales Inside-Out Project. A report of the findings and the development of this LGB community engagement project will be launched in North Wales in March.

HIV distress and positive growth research

A new study into the traumatic effects of being diagnosed and living with HIV will look at how stigma affects gay men living with HIV. It will also investigate gay men's positive personal growth following HIV diagnosis, as well as the negative effects of society's prejudice.

Copies of the questionnaire (with FREEPOST return envelope) can be obtained from Anthony Theuninck at stresshivresearch@yahoo.co.uk or phone/text 07949313216. 

Questionnaires and further information can also be downloaded from the research website www.stress-hiv-research.org.uk . Closing date is 31 March 2007.

Dyke Out Lincs - for Lincolnshire Lesbians

Dyke Out Lincs is the new lesbian social group for Lincolnshire (over 18's only). It's all about meeting up & chilling out; having a laugh & doing things...So get out there & DO Lincs! It's coordinated on the internet.

To join and get involved with DO Lincs go to http://dykeoutlincs.ning.com.

Freestyle Website – New Youth Workers’ Site

Freestyle is happy to announce the launch of the Youth Worker’s section of our website. The new section is aimed at anyone working with young LGBT people and offers research, good practice, guidance, detailed information about services for young LGBT people and lots of other useful stuff. Check it out at www.freestylelondon.org.uk/workers. 

If you have any information you would like to add or have any comments please contact Sam on 020 7064 8383 or email sam@lgbtconsortium.org.uk 

Broken Rainbow: Calling all volunteers 

Broken Rainbow is a UK wide telephone helpline service for Lesbians, Gay men, Bisexuals and Transgender people experiencing domestic violence.  It is based in London.

Domestic violence is often difficult to talk about with your family, friends and colleagues.  Broken Rainbow is a confidential listening, information and signposting service.  It does not make judgements on the experiences and choices that callers make.

Broken Rainbow is recruiting LGBT volunteers to help with the running of the telephone helpline service and do some promotional work.  You need to be able to give at least 4 hours a week and have some awareness of LGBT issues. We ask that volunteers have not used the services of Broken Rainbow for the last two years. 

All volunteers will receive full training, travel expenses and regular supervision. We will organise social events for volunteers and staff.

If you think you would like to join us than call 08452 60 55 60.

HIV research - stigma and trauma in HIV positive gay men

A gay psychologist completing his doctorate in clinical psychology is conducting a research project.  As part of his studies he is doing a national research study with gay men living with HIV, which has so far received the support of The Metro Centre, Body Positive Brighton, Open Door, THT counselling service and PACE.  He has flyer which he is using to ask people to participate in his research.  Closing date for study is 31 March 2007.  Go to www.stress-hiv-research.org.uk for more information.

Kick homophobia out

Dear All, 

Homophobia is the last taboo in the world of professional football - but we can change all that. 

Please sign our online petition www.uk.gay.com/kick - it takes less than 1 minute. EVERY SIGNATURE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

And please forward this email to work colleagues, and everyone in your address book - and then ask them to do the same. 

If you have a website please add the button - publicise it to your MySpace Friends - do everything you can! 

The Football Association are supporting us in this campaign, along with the Federation of Police Officers, Stonewall FC and several MPs. 

It's time TO KICK HOMOPHOBIA OUT OF FOOTBALL once and for all. 

Many thanks 

Leon Schulman
EU Client Services Manager

PlanetOut UK Ltd
1 Little Argyll Street
London W1F 7BQ
tel: +44 (0) 207 440 0670 | fax: +44 (0) 207 440 0666 | aim: leonschulman | e-mail: leon.schulman@planetoutinc.com 

WHAT THEY SAID

"We have no specific ground regulations for homophobia but we do not tolerate prejudicial behaviour.
"There is always foul language at football matches, it is part of the game, but I have never witnessed any homophobic behaviour or received a complaint about it.
"If we did receive a complaint it would be dealt with in much the same way as racism. The club does not tolerate anyone being prejudice of race, creed, colour or sexual orientation."

Mansfield FC’s Safety Officer insists there’s no homophobia in his club (Mansfield Today 05-12-06)

“The Adoption Bill has now followed a long list of policy and legislative changes that are aimed at satisfying a militant homosexual ideology which has shown itself to be extremely intolerant of anyone who dares disagree.” 
John Deighan, (Catholic) Parliamentary Officer, Glasgow (Letter in TheGlasgow Herald 06-12-06)


“The letters published on Tuesday merely reiterate my views that the gay lobby is totally intolerant of the ethical or moral view of others and in fact wants to deny any democratic discussion on issues that may challenge its position.”

Catriona C Clark, 52 Hawthorn Drive, Banknock, Falkirk (Ditto)

"We are calling on the Government to demonstrate political leadership by publicly denouncing the vehement homophobia by the Polish government and to support the development and implementation of an integrated policy addressing homophobia throughout the European Union and all of its member states."

British Youth Council statement (PinkNews 08-12-06)

“To taunt Cole, this Sunday many Arsenal fans plan to brandish blow-up phones and fake £20 notes depicting ‘Queen Ashley.’ 
“Racist and homophobic abuse are both equally sickening and unacceptable.”

Peter Tatchell on the Arsenal v. Chelsea game (Gay.com 08-12-06)

“These notes are not homophobic and yet Mr. Tatchell would have football fans banned for what is a rather peaceful and humorous piece of banter.”

Ian Harvey (Arsenal World 09-12-06)

“He (Tatchell) also notes that Arsenal fans have described Cole as a rent boy as a homophobic comment. This merely demonstrates his lack of understanding of the football vernacular. The term rent boy is directed at all Chelsea players. It is not used to insinuate any role in sexual prostitution, but as a mark of abuse for their acceptance of Roman Abramovich's money. Prostitution of a kind perhaps, but not of the sort that Mr. Tatchell refers to.”

Well that’s all right then! Ian Harvey (same)

First and most importantly, Arsenal are a class club and we need to keep our class. Keeping our class means that certain things should not be allowed at our club: racism and homophobia. Those things are beneath us and will more likely hurt us more than it will hurt Ashley Cole.
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Joël Che (Arsenal Mania 09-12-06)

"I've been [an] activist for a long time, so I've got people I can talk to, but I can imagine for ... any person who just turns up for a rally and then gets a phone call like this, it must be so scary. I'm at an anti-homophobia demo, but I'm suddenly being told I'm under investigation."

Anti-homophobia protester Jess Moore, who is under investigation by the Anti-terrorist squad for supporting Hamas after appearing at an anti-homophobia demo (ABC News Onlone 08-12-06)
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Schools Out Conference 3 February 2007 Registration Form

Return preferably with payment to BM Schools Out, London WC1N 3XX as soon as possible. The cost includes refreshments and lunch so we cannot give refunds but will accept substitutes if you find that you cannot attend after all. Please note that the administrative burden of 50% of registrations being made in the week prior to last year’s conference has led us to offer a discount for early registration. The additional costs of issuing an invoice are also reflected in the pricing. You are asked to complete all parts of the form and only one form per person please.

Please register me for the 2007 Schools Out Conference.

Name (please write clearly) ______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________ Postcode  ________________

E-Mail _______________________________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________ Mobile ________________________

Dietary requirements ___________________________________________________

Access requirements ____________________________________________________

This application is for (tick all that apply)

___ Representing an organisation (name) _______________________ (£30)

___ An individual (Full rate £25) 

___ Concessions (eg student, retired, low income, etc £18) please specify __________

___ Late application (cheque posted after 3 January add £10)

___ Invoice charge (requested before 3 January add £2)

___ Invoice charge (requested after 3 January add £5)

___ I need a receipt (available on the day – free)

___ I need a certificate of attendance (available on the day – free)

Cheque enclosed payable to Schools Out (unless you have asked for an invoice) for 

£ ____ You may also use a bank credit to Alliance and Leicester Commercial Bank 72-06-15  Account 88161403. Please tell us you have done this and the date of payment.

_____________________________________________________________________

OFFICE USE ONLY

Received


Cheque No 


Amount

That’s it. Best wishes for the Season and the New Year

BM LGBT History Month, London WC1N 3XX.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:listmgr@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk"��listmgr@lgbthistorymonth.org.uk�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/"��www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk�.





Patrons: Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council, Sir Ian McKellen, actor.














