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LGBT History Month bulletin 32

Welcome to the 32nd LGBT History month bulletin. There are five sections:

· News: LGBTHM, national and international bulletin

· Events: a calendar of shows, conferences and meetings before the month

· Coming soon: advance notice of events after the month 

· Community and help: a billboard for groups to make contact for research etc.

· What they said: a new section with LGBT quotes from the news

NEWS

What a month!

February 2007 was the third and best ever LGBT month, with hundreds of events all over the country. This year we really grabbed the attention of the media. BBC Radio 4 broadcast a history of LGBT programmes and Channel 4 has launched a gay week of educational programming around LGBT issues, starting on Monday, February 26th and continuing until Friday 2nd March. Gaydar radio has launched a historic hero poll, with potted biographies and an opportunity to vote on-line. We had articles in The Guardian and Times Educational Supplement, Gay Times (or GT as it’s now called), Pink Paper, Fyne Times, The Teacher and 365 to name a few. 

Thanks to all those who organised an event and all those who attended. We really are visible as a community because of your support. Now it’s time to get ready for 2008!

Dfes seeks good practice in primaries

The DfES is going to publish examples of good practice in dealing with LGBT issues in primary schools. The No Outsiders project, pioneered by Elisabeth Atkins, has sent in a range of examples to go onto the new DfES website soon. These include a range of books and resources, together with some useful links for schools and individual teachers.

Euro mps take on homophobic bullying in schools

Members of the European Parliament from across the EU are to present a written declaration on combating homophobic bullying as new research shows that kids across the continent are being victimised.
The MEPs chose Valentines Day to highlight the extent to which LGBT teens in all EU countries experience abuse and intimidation at school. 
Research by gay rights group ILGA Europe and their youth wing last year examined social exclusion among lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) kids in Europe. 
They spoke to over 750 young LGBT people from 37 countries and found that over half (53%) had experienced bullying in school. 61% of respondents had experienced discrimination and prejudice in school. 
Michael Cashman, the MEP for the West Midlands who sometimes still gets recognised for playing 1980s gay character Colin in Eastenders, is one of the members supporting the statement. 
"Homophobic bullying is a huge problem across Europe," he told PinkNews.co.uk.
"A lot of the time we are dealing with countries who don't want to deal with LGB issues on the basis of their religious beliefs. Poland, Malta and Latvia are examples.
"That is why we have put down at EU level a written declaration, calling on the European Commission and the Council of Ministers to take action to combat homophobic bullying."

Vote Kelly out!

Tony Blair's own website is currently running a petition calling for 
him to remove Ruth Kelly from her role as Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government and Minister for Women and Equality.
The Petition at pm.gov.uk asks members of the public to support the 
motion that "Ruth Kelly is incompatible with this position as she 
holds views about homosexuality (and other issues) which are contrary 
to the equality agenda which it is her ministerial duty to promote. 
She has voted for motions to deny homosexuals rights to adoption, 
hurting chances of equality for homosexuality."
http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/kellyweu/
Faith and homophobia

The Gay and Lesbian Christian Movement held its conference on the 17th of the month. The conference issued the following concluding statement: "We deplore the internalised homophobia within religious institutions that fails to confront prejudice and hate. We encourage and support those faith organisations, which express their commitment to diversity and equality in practice and policy. We believe that full civil rights for LGBT individuals are not only consistent with the right to religious freedom, but are rooted in the best and fundamental teachings of all major faiths; love, justice, compassion, and mercy, such values being shared by all who seek the common good."
Conference organiser, Revd Richard Kirker said: "Members of the world's six largest religions, as well as humanists, secularists, agnostics, and atheists, from a wide variety of political parties, trade unions, and community groups drawn from the whole of Britain, showed they wanted to work more closely together in the face of threats from religious fundamentalists."

Soho catholics assert themselves

In a press statement, the Soho Masses Pastoral Council has asserted its right to join Christ at the table and enter the kingdom of God. They also intend to continue to worship in Soho every week. The letter respectively criticises Cardinal Murphy O’Connor for his exclusionary stance and his narrow reading around the Church and LGBT issues, as reflected in a statement he made on February 2nd. For the full text of the letter go to Community News

Badges!

Celebrate the Month with a souvenir badge! Go to www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk home page

T-Shirts!

Our wonderful LGBT history month T-shirts are now available from our website. Go to http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/documents/T-shirt%20order%20form.doc to order.

Out’s ‘in’…

Those with an eye on what gives across the pond will know about the story of Isaiah Washington’s use of the term ‘faggot’ and his subsequent apologies and voluntary counselling. Another spin on this story is T.R. Knight’s decision to come out, which has had no effect on his popularity or his credibility in the role of hetty stud Dr George O’Malley. According to an SF Gate article this is part of a spate of celebrity comings out that has hit Hollywood as never before. Last November, actor Neil Patrick Harris described himself in a brief statement to People magazine as a "contented gay man." Past "American Idol" finalist R.J. Helton made a similar announcement weeks earlier, and former N'Sync star Lance Bass did the same last August. None of them has been struck down by a thunderbolt or had his career ruined. This contrast with the days of Rock Hudson, whose public image was totally closeted, and more recently Ellen DeGeneres’ coming out, which signalled the demise of her show. For the full article go to http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2007/02/07/entertainment/e120810S11.DTL 

…And amaechi’s ‘out’

The UK’s own NBA player, John Amaechi, now retired, has come out in his autobiography. Whilst most of the world welcomed this news, fellow former-player Tim Hardaway said in an outburst on live TV: "You know, I hate gay people, so I let it be known. I don't like gay people and I don't like to be around gay people. I'm homophobic. I don't like it. It shouldn't be in the world or in the United States." He has apologised but that hasn’t prevented his career doing a ‘Jade’. For more comments, see What they Said at the end of this bulletin.

New Jersey legalizes civil unions

From midnight Monday 19th February, same-sex civil unions have been legalized in the state of New Jersey.

Research: can you help

What do you wear for that same sex special day? What about the best (wo)man and the brides(man)maids?  Dr Catherine Harper is preparing a book on the subject and needs your experiences. Write to charper@ucreative.ac.uk. 

Hallsands Hotel in Devon has been demolished, but throughout the 60’s and 70’s it was a refuge for gay and lesbian holidaymakers. Now someone wants to write a book about it. If you’ve stayed there, contact Nick Gilman on 07904 449982.

LGBT Serbia makes contact

We have had an email from Belgrade. To read and respond go to the first message under Community.

Obituaries

Goodbye to Barbara Geddings, a gay and lesbian rights campaigner for over half a century. The world is a poorer place without her. Goodbye also to Gary Frisch; co-founder of Gaydar, which gave cruising the net a whole new meaning.

EVENTS

Mojisola Adebayo and the Antarctic Collective present
Moj of the Antarctic
An African Odyssey 

7th - 24th March (Tues - Sat 7.45pm)
24th March Sat matinee 3pm
In 1848 African-American slave Ellen Craft escaped to freedom by disguising herself as a white man. Moj extends this amazing story of race and gender cross-dressing into a flight of theatrical fantasy; she enlists as a sailor set for a snowbound wilderness and Moj becomes the first Black woman to step foot in Antarctica!This innovative production uses performance, poetry, music and stunning original photography, shot on location in Antarctica by the legendary queer visual artist Del LaGrace Volcano, to offer us a radical view of both climate and change.Written and performed by Mojisola Adebayo. 
Visual art by Del LaGrace Volcano. 
Director Sheron Wray. 
Designer Rajha Shakiry. 
Composer Juwon Ogungbe. 
Lighting Design Crin Claxton.

Events from the 1st to the 31st of March are listed in the calendar below.

WHEN
WHERE
WHAT

1



2

Day & eve
TOYNBEE STUDIOS, 28 Commercial Street E1

(Aldgate East tube)


SPIT-LIT FESTIVAL

Celebrating Women’s Writing

Presented by Alternative Arts

Tickets 020 7247 2584

Go to www.alternativearts.co.uk for calendar



3

Day & eve 

2 pm

Noon-6 pm
TOYNBEE STUDIOS, 28 Commercial Street E1

(Aldgate East tube)

St. Anne's Church, 55 Dean Street, Soho, London W1D 6AF 

The Lesbian & Gay Foundation building located in the heart of Manchester’s gay Village at Princess House, 105-107 Princess Street, Manchester, M1 6DD
SPIT-LIT FESTIVAL

Celebrating Women’s Writing

Presented by Alternative Arts

Tickets 020 7247 2584

Go to www.alternativearts.co.uk for calendar

The Roman Catholic Caucus of the Lesbian & Gay Christian Movement is pleased and honoured to announce that the 4th Alan Bray Memorial Lecture, Church Leadership, Ethics & the Future, 

will be delivered by James F. Keenan SJ, Professor of Moral Theology at Boston College, USA, with a response by Dr. Julie Clague, Lecturer in Catholic Theology & Head of Department of Theology and Religious Studies, University of Glasgow.  Tickets £15.00 at the door.  Further information: Celia Gardiner, Roman Catholic Caucus Convenor, 020 8885 6770 Martin Pendergast, Secretary, 020 8986 0807, e-mail: lgcm_rccaucus@hotmail.com
A ‘Sugar and Spice’ conference is being organised by the Lesbian and Gay Foundation in March to discuss what lesbian and bisexual women want in the 21st century. Doors to the event will be open all day long giving you the opportunity to come and go as you wish but if you would like to attend the conference from 2pm to 4pm please contact Judith Spangenberg (0161 235 8022) to confirm your attendance. 



4

Day & eve
TOYNBEE STUDIOS, 28 Commercial Street E1

(Aldgate East tube)


SPIT-LIT FESTIVAL

Celebrating Women’s Writing

Presented by Alternative Arts

Tickets 020 7247 2584

Go to www.alternativearts.co.uk for calendar



5

Day & eve

7 pm
TOYNBEE STUDIOS, 28 Commercial Street E1

(Aldgate East tube)

Scottish Borders Council HQ, Newtown St Boswells,  TD6 0SA
SPIT-LIT FESTIVAL

Celebrating Women’s Writing

Presented by Alternative Arts

Tickets 020 7247 2584

Go to www.alternativearts.co.uk for calendar

LGBT Equality Forum Management Group meets  next - all welcome

6

Day & eve

7-9pm
TOYNBEE STUDIOS, 28 Commercial Street E1

(Aldgate East tube)

Bishopsgate Institute 
230 Bishopsgate 
London 
EC2M 4QH
SPIT-LIT FESTIVAL

Celebrating Women’s Writing

Presented by Alternative Arts

Tickets 020 7247 2584

Go to www.alternativearts.co.uk for calendar

Queer London at the Turn of the Century. A talk about the growth of a homosexual sub-culture 1885-1914

Speaker Matt Cook is a lecturer in history at Birkbeck, University of London, and author of London and the Culture of Homosexuality: 1885 – 1914 (2003). £6 £5 concs. In advance http://www.bishopsgate.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=986 

7 

Day & eve

 (till 24th)

7.45 pm
TOYNBEE STUDIOS, 28 Commercial Street E1

(Aldgate East tube)

Oval House Theatre
52-54 Kennington Oval 
London SE11 5SW4 al, London SE11 5SW
SPIT-LIT FESTIVAL

Celebrating Women’s Writing

Presented by Alternative Arts

Tickets 020 7247 2584

Go to www.alternativearts.co.uk for calendar

Mojisola Adebayo and the Antarctic Collective present
Moj of the Anctarcti
An African Odyssey Tel: 020 7582 0080 Fax: 020 7820 0990

See above

8

Day & eve

Till 14th

N/A
TOYNBEE STUDIOS, 28 Commercial Street E1

(Algate East tube)

Aberdeen Centre, 22-24 Highbury Grove, London N5 2EA
SPIT-LIT FESTIVAL

Celebrating Women’s Writing

Presented by Alternative Arts

Tickets 020 7247 2584

Go to www.alternativearts.co.uk for calendar


The Birds Eye View Film Festival 2007 ICA, NFT, Barbican 

www.birds-eye-view.co.uk for details
"an important celebration of women filmmakers" - The Independent
"pushes the boundaries" - Tracey Emin

9

Day & eve

8.30pm
TOYNBEE STUDIOS, 28 Commercial Street E1

(Aldgate East tube)

Toynbee Studios, 28 Commercial Street London, E1



SPIT-LIT FESTIVAL

Celebrating Women’s Writing

Presented by Alternative Arts

Tickets 020 7247 2584

Go to www.alternativearts.co.uk for calendar

SABLE Lit Mag celebrates its LGBTQ special issue
with readings of poetry and prose from contributors
plus performance and readings in honour of Audre Lorde

Price :£7/£5 Booking Office : Call 020 7247 2584 or
email info@alternativearts.co.uk 

10

Day & eve
TOYNBEE STUDIOS, 28 Commercial Street E1

(Aldgate East tube)


SPIT-LIT FESTIVAL

Celebrating Women’s Writing

Presented by Alternative Arts

Tickets 020 7247 2584

Go to www.alternativearts.co.uk for calendar



11

1 pm
Prince Charles Cinema
Dangerous Living: Coming Out in the Developing World Tickets are available for £15/£10 concession through the Prince Charles Box Office by phoning 0870 811 2559. Charity event

12

(till 17th)

9.30-7 pm

(Private view Tuesday, 6.60-9.30 pm)
The Coningsby Gallery
30 Tottenham Street, London, W1T 4RJ

Poise by Peter Faulkner
Opens Monday 12th march 2007 - Saturday 17th March 2007
9.30am - 7pm daily, free entry
“Poise” is a solo exhibition combining a collection of subtle yet vibrant sculptures and oil paintings exploring the innate complexities, vulnerabilities and elegance of the human form and psyche. Finely balanced and gracefully proportioned figures project powerful emotions, both on canvas and in three dimensions.
T: +44(0)20 7636 1064 www.coningsbygallery.com 
Artist site: www.ff-arts.co.uk 

13

10.30- 3.30

6.30 til’ late 
The Teacher Building, 14 St Enoch Square, Glasgow 

The Eve Club-off Regent Street
Cool with change: young people and family change
organised by the CRFR., Delegate Fee including catering: £20.00
Contact: Laura Marshall, Training & Events Administrator, Tel: 0131 651 3001, l.marshall @ed.ac.uk

Village Women – Launch Event! £6 entry (guest list) http://villagedrinks.co.uk/VillageWomen/ to register

14



15



16



17

3 'til late
Oval House Theatre, Kennington 


Queer Artist Salon  
A practical problem-solving, networking and socialising event open to all Queer artists Tickets £5 (includes drinks, dinner & a show) Pride Legacy Project & Oval House Theatre  present an afternoon salon for Queer artists as an opportunity for peers, practitioners, programmers, funders & cynics to get to grips with what Queer means and understand what some of the barriers might be for Queer artists.  It's also an opportunity to network.   After the salon, dinner will be served , plus you get a free ticket to Moj of The Antarctic: An African Odyssey. The facilitators will be taking everything on board and reporting back to  Arts Council England (who will be present on the day) as part of the last phase of the project www.pridelegacyproject.com Places are limited.  Book tickets via Box Office on 020 7582  7680   or web - www.ovalhouse.com 

18



19



20



21



22



23

N/A
Canterbury
KM Big Quiz

We have entered a team for the Big Quiz in Canterbury on Friday 23rd March. It will be a fun evening, your ticket is paid for, we still have a few spaces to fill the team. We feel it is important for Pride in Canterbury to be represented at an important charity event like this. If you want to know more details or book your place, phone Andy or Martin on 01227 265950 or email us.



24



25



26



27



28

N/A
Hilton Grosvenor Hotel, Edinburgh
Housing Supply in Scotland: Affordability, Mobility and the Economy
a 1-day conference supported by Homes for Scotland


29



30



31

TBC
Thomas Centre, Swansea
Stonewall Cymru Conference 2007

Theme: Community Safety: Working in Partnership to Challenge Homophobic Hate Crime
Dylan To register your interest email cymru@stonewall.org.uk Visit www.stonewallcymru.org.uk for regular updates 



COMING SOON

TRANSGENDER HEALTH

The World Professionals Association for Transgender Health (WPATH) (formerly HBIGDA)  

www.hbigda.org presents: XX Biennial Symposium September 5 - 9, 2007, Chicago, Illinois 

The 20th International Symposium of The World Professional Association for Transgender Health will focus on the old and new challenges facing those who provide services to transgender and transsexual communities. 

EQUALITY FOR ALL 2007
The 2007 Equality Network conference will this year be held in Edinburgh, on Friday 22nd June, the day before Pride Scotia.
PRIDE 2007
Pride in Aberdeen 2007: 2nd June. Events based around Club Foundation & the Tunnels and family entertainment on top of the St. Nicholas Shopping centre. New volunters very welcome. Email: bridget.stone@tht.org.uk 
PRIDE SCOTIA 2007 

23rd June.  March begins East Market Street to the festival in Pilrig Park. Times to be announced. E-mail: Edinburgh@pride-scotia.org  

COMMUNITY/ HELP

Greetings from Belgrade

Dear Friends,
my name is Boban Stojanovic, I`m an activist of Queeria center, LGBT organization from Belgrade. 
Trying to find something on Internet, accidentally, I find web site of Your organization. I must confess, I was very spellbound about everything what You doing. 
In Serbia we just can dreaming about something like this.
But, if I can take several second of Your attention, I just like to give a short presentation of Queeria centre and explain reason for this mail.
Queeria center is  only LGBT organization in Serbia working openly with media and so called public space. 
For the first time in our LGBT movement history, we make open cooperation with some well known and famous persons from Serbian public life. It was calendar for 2007. and this project take a large public attention. We recognise this like a good Way to promote our Rights, and to take a part in one very homophobic society.(You can see gallery on http://www.queeria.com/galerijashow.aspx?gid=4719 )

Now, we prepare another campaign Love for All, and some similar activities connected with a public space. 

For May 17th we have idea to organize some interesting event in cooperation with Belgrade Film Festival Free Zone (see http://www.freezonebelgrade.org/cms/item/home/en.html),  and I was surprised when I saw then Sir Ian McKellen is one of your supporters. I recognise this like a good way to make contact with mister McKellan and try to find his support for our activities. 
In our case, I don't understand financial support, more I thinking about some coming to Belgrade or some letter of support for example....
Well, if I don't have some so big pretenses, maybe You can help us in this. 
We will be very happy and gratefully and also, very open to offer our help and support for Your activities.
Sincerely,
Boban

LGBT Parents

Are you in a same sex relationship with a young child or expecting? Want to meet other couples in the area for a chat or support? Currently in there is not this kind of service offered Southwark (that I am aware of), I would like to find out if anyone might be interested in meeting other couples with children, perhaps then attempting to organise something where people can hook up. This may be completely user led, or with support, I am just attempting to find out what level of interest there is. If you are interested, contact Dax Ashworth the LGBT Community Development Worker at Southwark Council on 020 7525 5659 Dax.Ashworth@southwark.gov.uk <mailto:Dax.Ashworth@southwark.gov.uk> All information treated in the strictest confidence. Please forward this on to anyone who might be interested. 

Couples for a documentary series 

"I'm working on a documentary series which is looking in an observational way at family life in the UK and celebrating the different lifestyles in modern Britain. I really want to feature a lively and confident lesbian or gay couple who can show another family how they live their life with the aim of gaining a real insight into issues facing families who live, work and bring up children in same-sex relationships.
This could be an amazing experience - not only does it offer the chance to break down stereotypes and showcase your chosen way of life, it’s also an opportunity to experience someone else’s in a unique way.
Those who want to get involved must live together and must have children in the home. We’re also open to hearing from single parents. A token fee of £2000 per family is available.
Do you know anyone that may be interested?
Is there any way I could get this information out to same-sex families you’re in contact with?
I am passionate that this is a great opportunity to breakdown stereotypes and for the family involved to enjoy a unique experience.
I would welcome the chance to talk this through with you and see if you can help in any way.
Those who want more information can call me on 0207 013 4572 or email angela.arora@rdfmedia.com <mailto:angela.arora@rdfmedia.com> <mailto:angela.arora@rdfmedia.com> . 

Letter from Q boy

Good afternoon.

I'm Marcos, better known as UK hip-hop artist, QBoy and hoped you may be
able to help me with a current project.

I'm cornering more than just a music market with my work in TV and radio,
and as a some what political activist and role model. 2007 is already
panning out to be a success following last year where I was invited to
perform for the UK Government Home Office Diversity Conference with my
anti-bullying track 'A Deal With God', which I also have been performing
around schools and youth groups to educate and break down homophobia in
the classroom. I also starred in the hip-hop film 'Pick Up The Mic' which
ran successfully at film festivals all over the globe.

My presenting skills will be displayed on 26th February when Channel 4
screen 'Coming Out To Class', my documentary on 'out' teens and their
experiences of homophobia and bullying at school. Then my new album
'Moxie' is due for release late April, currently being promoting with a
hot New York inspired music video 'Q.B.O.Y. (Is Just Fly)'. Only this week
I supported Boy George live in London @ KoKo and have tour dates being
booked in Italy, Germany, France and Australia in the summer to promote
the album.

However, first I will be one of the original homo-hop artists joining
thehighly anticipated USA 'HomoRevolution Tour' (28th March - 9th April)
and then immediately afterwards the 'Pick Up The Mic' college tour (10th
April - 1st May), both playing dates all over America, representing the UK
in the process.

The HomoRevolution Tour is the first of its kind and has already stired
massive interest on both sides of the Atlantic. This week CNN News covered
it in a news feature and MTV's LOGO are joining all the artists on the
tour bus, filming it for a 8-part documentary series. I've also pitched
the idea to the BBC and hopefully they are due to film the tour and my
story on the road across America. On top of which, I will also be
documenting my travels on-line on my interactive blog and for Gay Times,
who will print my diary story in July.

However all this cost money and being a rising independent artist is often
very expensive, so I'm currently seeking funding/sponsorship in order to
join the tours and have the album ready in time for them and hope this may
be something you would be able to offer assistance with.

If this is something you could consider or if you are able to help in
anyway, please do contact me as below. Should you require any further
info, please feel free to visit www.myspace.com/supaboyq where you can
view my new music video and listen to new songs. My website www.qboy.co.uk
also has a lot of press, however it is due for a revamp shortly to
coincide with the new album launch.

I look forward to hearing from you and hope that you may be able to help
in some way.

Kind regards,

Marcos Brito
QUTE ENTERTAINMENT LTD

m: +44 (0)7855 401675
e: management@qboy.co.uk
w: qboy.co.uk
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Royal College of Nursing launches North West Lesbian Gay Bisexual & Transgender (LGBT) Network

The North West region of the RCN are launching an LGBT member network with access for members who are working in health., or who have an interest in working and influencing the formation of RCN policy and activity around the Region.

As part of the RCN’s work around diversity, the network will support members to promote LGBT issues within their own organisation and look at ways of tackling discrimination at work and in care environments. 

The group should also be a mechanism of support to peers LGBT nurses, and workers in all care environments. There will also be opportunities to discuss the need for RCN or other organisations to create publications, and influence policy.

The group will be supported by the Regional LGBT staff lead Matthew Harris, who will report to the NW Regional Board’s Regional Director Steve Flanagan.

It is envisaged that the group will influence the work of RCN Council and Congress to raise the profile of LGBT issues, educate and influence RCN activity, particularly through the formation of a national LGBT steering group.

The RCN North West region is already involved with a wide range of events, including Pride and the National LGBT Health summit, is working with the leading LGBT organisations in the area, including the Manchester Lesbian and Gay Foundation.

Commenting on the network, LGBT staff lead Matthew Harris said: “There is great potential here for the group to become the eyes and ears and voice of LGBT communities, to also identify areas of good practice, and also areas where organisations have significant areas to develop in.”

The network will meet ten times a year, with a break in January and November. It will be in the evening and involve social and peer support. 

Please confirm your attendance by contacting:

Email: matthew.harris@rcn.org.uk
Tel: 01204 552 428.

Actors wanted!
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Peer Productions, Woking’s new youth arts training company, are delighted to announce the launch of their 

Peer Education Through Theatre Course in 2007 at Woking Youth Arts Centre (WYAC) and they are looking for 24 young performers to work with from January – July 2007.  Application packs can be downloaded from their website at www.peerproductions.co.uk or can be ordered by calling 01483 839994.  

HIV research - stigma and trauma in HIV positive gay men

A gay psychologist completing his doctorate in clinical psychology is conducting a research project.  As part of his studies he is doing a national research study with gay men living with HIV, which has so far received the support of The Metro Centre, Body Positive Brighton, Open Door, THT counselling service and PACE.  He has flyer which he is using to ask people to participate in his research.  Closing date for study is 31 March 2007.  Go to www.stress-hiv-research.org.uk for more information.

Kick homophobia out

Dear All, 

Homophobia is the last taboo in the world of professional football - but we can change all that. 

Please sign our online petition www.uk.gay.com/kick - it takes less than 1 minute. EVERY SIGNATURE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

And please forward this email to work colleagues, and everyone in your address book - and then ask them to do the same. 

If you have a website please add the button - publicise it to your MySpace Friends - do everything you can! 

The Football Association are supporting us in this campaign, along with the Federation of Police Officers, Stonewall FC and several MPs. 

It's time TO KICK HOMOPHOBIA OUT OF FOOTBALL once and for all. 

Many thanks 

Leon Schulman
EU Client Services Manager

PlanetOut UK Ltd
1 Little Argyll Street
London W1F 7BQ
tel: +44 (0) 207 440 0670 | fax: +44 (0) 207 440 0666 | aim: leonschulman | e-mail: leon.schulman@planetoutinc.com 

SOHO MASSES PASTORAL COUNCIL

PO BOX 24632

LONDON   E9 6XF                                                                                         MEDIA  RELEASE

Tel. 020 8986 0807                                                            4  FEBRUARY  2007

sohomasses@btinternet.com 

http://sohomasses.googlepages.com 

OUR PLACES AT THE TABLE 

A statement by the Soho Masses Pastoral Council on pastoral ministry with lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered  Catholics, their parents and families

The Soho Masses Pastoral Council has been responsible for organising Masses for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered (LGBT) Catholics, their parents, families and friends since July 2005, building upon the pioneering work of others begun in a Catholic convent in 1999. The SMPC recognises Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor’s desire to ensure that pastoral support for these communities is integrated into the overall pastoral provision of the Archdiocese of Westminster, and also a need for this to reflect his own ministry as Archbishop. 

The SMPC values its recent discussions with Archdiocesan representatives. These have led to an agreement that from 4 March 2007, Masses celebrated at 17.00 pm, on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month at the Church of the Assumption, Warwick Street, will particularly welcome LGBT Catholics, their parents and families, as well as being open to any of the People of God. We rejoice that we are recognised as having a rightful place at the table of Christ’s banquet, where the bread is broken and the wine is poured out, not just for some, but for all.

The SMPC recognises that the statement issued by Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor on 2nd February 2007 reflects his personal position as Archbishop and his adherence to the principles underlying the Church’s teaching documents insofar as they relate to human sexuality in general and homosexuality in particular. While we regret the terminology and the narrow range of Church teaching documents chosen as references, we recognise that this is a statement written particularly for the Archdiocese of Westminster, as well as other parts of the Church in England & Wales and elsewhere, offering a rationale for this aspect of Diocesan pastoral ministry.

We welcome the integrity of the Diocesan representatives, with whom we have been in discussion, and their clarification that the document is not a joint statement, but rather a framework within which the Diocese can work more constructively, honestly, and collaboratively with LGBT Catholics and others. We therefore value the opportunity to offer our own independent statement on these matters, not least reflecting the informed consciences of many individual members of our communities.

Our discussions with Archdiocesan personnel have been marked by mutual respect, honesty, and trust. We adopted tried and tested principles, notably the ecumenical practice of employing language used by communities about themselves. Therefore the validity of using lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered vocabulary was recognised and acknowledged in a footnote to the Cardinal’s Statement. The conversations have resulted in a stronger sense of ecclesial communion and a developing understanding of pastoral realities affecting the communities involved. 

It is regrettable, however, that there was no direct conversation with the Cardinal himself during the process. As a result, his statement may appear to reflect more the concerns of the Church’s hierarchy rather than the lived experience of committed LGBT Catholics and their pastoral and spiritual needs. The continued use of narrowly defined, pseudo-clinical terminology to describe people of diverse sexualities, while closely reflecting Vatican usage, tends to pathologise people, focussing almost entirely on the Church’s teaching regarding sexual activity outside marriage. It also mistakenly reinforces the myth that this worshipping community is exclusive to a specific sexual orientation rather than being an inclusive expression of the Church, gathering all sorts and conditions of people. 

There is a risk that such language defines LGBT Catholics, their parents and families, as persons with problems to be solved, rather than recognising the contributions and gifts they bring to the building up of the Body of Christ, the rich catholicity of the People of God. It may focus more on the grief and anxieties of human existence than on the joy and hope of a Church trying to live with integrity in contemporary society. Being proudly lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgendered, and proudly Catholic is at the heart of this community of faith.

While we recognise that Cardinal Cormac’s statement is not directly addressed to us, we regret that, in spite of our involvement in discussions leading to the relocation of Masses for LGBT Catholics to the Church of the Assumption, Warwick Street, the SMPC is not named in his statement. Nevertheless, we welcome the decision, in response to requests made over a number of years, to enable LGBT Catholics in Soho to worship within a Catholic parish setting. This provides new opportunities for our pastoral, spiritual, and faith development. At the same time we hope to contribute to broader pastoral ministry in the context of an historic West End parish, and the life of the Archdiocese. The outcome of our consultations offers the wider Church in England and Wales and beyond, the potential to develop more effective models of pastoral ministry within our LGBT communities, so strengthening ecclesial communion rather than creating disharmony.

We particularly honour the ministry of the ordained members of our community who have empowered us through their breaking of the Word and our celebration of the Eucharist together. Their presence among us has been a consistent sign of reconciliation and of our wider communion with local Churches and with the various dioceses, here and throughout the world, from which members of our community continue to come. This rich gift of presbyteral ministry has enabled us to grow in a true sense of collaborative ministry of mutual care. We are pleased that so many have expressed the wish to continue their ministry with us and offer our heartfelt thanks to those who have chosen to stand down from their active ministry in this particular setting.

Our growth in faith, the vibrancy of our community and worship, our commitment to all in the pursuit of justice, whatever their needs, have been nurtured by the hospitality we have received from St. Anne’s Anglican Parish Church in Soho and its Rector, the Revd. Clare Herbert. We now embark on a new stage in a rich ecumenical relationship, which began in the context of the Soho bombing in 1997. Out of such tragic loss of life, new life, hope, and joyful community has emerged. 

Our forthcoming transition is not a closure, nor even a beginning, but rather a further step in the journey of God’s pilgrim, rainbow people, a gift to be shared not only between our two local communities but also with the wider ecclesial communities to which we belong. Although the place of our Eucharistic celebrations might have changed, our common life together, united in baptism, will continue through other ways of prayer and worship, study, and common action for justice within and across our communities.

Further information:

The Soho Masses Pastoral Council                                                                Chairperson: Charlie Brown

PO Box 24632                                                                                            07908 688 630

London E9 6XF                                                                                           Secretary: Martin Pendergast

sohomasses@btinternet.com                                                                        020 8986 0807

WHAT THEY SAID

"If that kind of approach to sexual life were to be promoted on a grand scale, the human race would disappear.”

Poland’s President Kaczynski speaks to the Irish about homosexuals (PinkNews 21-02-07)

"This is a tendency, an orientation that has always existed, I don't know why.
"I do not intend to combat it, to force them into therapy. But at the same time, I don't think it's appropriate that they should promote their sexual orientation." 

In a subsequent interview, Kaczynski explains that he is not a homophobe (same) 

"It is a part of who we are. Who would voluntarily choose to be part of an orientation that is despised? Every single day of my life I have been recruited to be straight. Straight is a gazillion times easier. Sexual orientation is who you are with your heart."

GLIDE’s Rebecca Weinreich on being gay/lesbian/bi (Hornet 21-02-07)

The case for LGBT liberation needs to be taken to the trade unions, universities, schools and workplaces with the call for genuine equality for the LGBT community and against homophobia.

Liam O’Connoly (The Socialist 22-02-07)

"sexual cleansing"

Ali Hilli’s term for the legitimisation of the murder of Iraqi LGBT people by death squads (PinkNews 20-02-07)

"At the moment, most of the good practice in schools is led by individual LGBT teachers. That should not be expected. We would not leave tackling racism to only black teachers."

Nigel Tart explains that homophobia in schools should be dealt with by all (Education Guardian 20-02-07)

"We deplore the internalised homophobia within religious institutions that fails to confront prejudice and hate. We encourage and support those faith organisations, which express their commitment to diversity and equality in practice and policy. We believe that full civil rights for LGBT individuals are not only consistent with the right to religious freedom, but are rooted in the best and fundamental teachings of all major faiths; love, justice, compassion, and mercy, such values being shared by all who seek the common good."

Concluding statement from the Conference on Faith, Homophobia and Human Rights, held by the Gay and Lesbian Christian Movement ICN 20-02-07)

The locker room used to be the one place where real men could feel safe and secure in their masculinity. In high school, athletes were often picked on by acerbic gay wits who cruelly ridiculed them with jokes that went over their heads, while girls, who thought of them as little more than slabs of muscle to accompany them to school dances, giggled behind their backs. For jocks the locker room was a welcome respite from the taunts of other kids, a space where they could be themselves, snapping towels at other guys and patting them on the butt, without having to confront difficult psychological questions about the complexities of human sexuality.

Jon Swift explains that the locker room must remain a safe space for heterosexual men. Real or ironic? (Queerty 20-02-07)

I know as a young fagling, I would taunt and tease the beefy man-hunk jocks in my high school on a regular basis. 
The entire football team would cry, "Oh my Gawd, here comes the homosexual! Quick, we must all flee in the other direction, lest he leer at our perfectly defined abs and well sculpted biceps. He is so cruel!" 
Yes, that is exactly how high school was. That happened practically every single day.

Ironic response by Beej (same)

"Hardaway's comments are both unfortunate and inappropriate.

"They provide political fodder for those who wish to paint all opposition to the homosexual lifestyle as being rooted in 'hate.'

"It's perfectly natural for people to be repelled by disordered sexual behaviors that are both unnatural, and immoral.

"All too often those behaviors are accompanied by serious physical, emotional, and spiritual pitfalls.  However, the appropriate reaction is to respond with words and acts of love, not words of hate.  Jesus Christ offers forgiveness and freedom for all sinners, and that is the heart of the Gospel message.

"Hardaway's comments only serve to foment misperceptions of widespread homosexual 'victimhood' which the homosexual lobby has craftily manufactured.” 

Would we rather be damned by love or by hate? Matt Barber, the policy director for Concerned Women of America (365Gay 16-02-07)

Ours is this: Like segregation before it, homophobia is, for many people, still socially respectable. So one hopes that one byproduct of Hardaway's outburst is that it will become less so. That we will be forced to face it for what it is. It would be a nice change. So often, we use words to distance ourselves from what we feel, to hide our true meaning, even from ourselves. Hardaway used words to say exactly what he felt and it is possible to abhor what he felt and yet, appreciate that he does not make you guess or infer.

Leonard Pitts Junior on Tim Hardaway’s ‘I hate gays’ outburst (Seattle Times 20-02-07)

“Hate is a learned behavior. Our sports heroes have a responsibility to send positive messages to our younger generation to teach them that hate is unacceptable.” 

Judy Shepard, mother of Matthew, on same (247Gay 20-02-07)

"The difference is that in the UK there is the advantage of legal protection for gay people in the workplace. Whereas in the USA, there are around 30 states where you can be fired for being gay. 

"There are certainly advancements, but let's not pretend the issue is over. We sometimes put rose-tinted glasses on when it comes to homophobia. 

"We haven't got over racism. We haven't got over sexism. And we haven't got over homophobia."

John Amaechi himself (Scotsman 16-02-07)
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Patrons: 


Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council, 


Sir Ian McKellen














