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LGBT History Month bulletin 33

Welcome to the 33rd LGBT History month bulletin. There are five sections:

· News: LGBTHM, national and international bulletin

· Events: a calendar of shows, conferences and meetings before the month

· Coming soon: advance notice of events after the month 

· Community and help: a billboard for groups to make contact for research etc.

· What they said: a new section with LGBT quotes from the news

NEWS

SCHOOLS PROTECT THE BULLY NOT THE VICTIM

Those are the findings of a Commons Select Committee that has called for a national inquiry into bullying in our schools. It found that:

· Bullying is on the increase

· Cyber-bullying is rife

· LGBT pupils are more likely to be victims

· Homophobic and transphobic bullying incidents are not recorded.

Most controversial however, was that many schools exclude the victim on health and safety grounds while the bully remains in school. 

Schools OUT’s Sue Sanders told PinkNews that to address bullying schools have to be safe places. “You are pulling people out of the river but not asking why they are being pushed in in the first place” she said. For the full article go to http://www.pinknews.co.uk/news/articles/2005-4014.html 

School compulsory to 18

Last week the Education Minister Alan Johnson announced plans to make education compulsory up to 18. Whilst lifelong education is a laudable aim, in the current climate this could mean two years more misery for many LGBT pupils. Schools OUT’s Paul Patrick said, “Schools are currently very fearful places for LGBT people, be they parents, governors, staff or students. Unless there are major changes to school culture and curriculum they will remain particularly dangerous places for LGBT young people to attend. To insist they remain there for two further years is nothing more than legislating for ongoing abuse.

“If Alan Johnson wants young people to remain in full-time education post 16 he would be better to make those educational establishments welcoming to all students and celebratory of diversity with a curriculum that responds properly to all their needs. This is certainly not the situation that pertains currently!”

LGB Goods and services sorted at last!

The Equality Act (Sexual Orientation) Regulations will be in force from April 30th, following their successful passage through the Commons and the failed attempt by Baroness O’Cathain (a well-known name to campaigners!) to scupper them in the Lords.

This means that LGB people are protected from discrimination in the provision of goods and services – including education.

The Catholic Church raised the issue of adoption in the hope of scuppering the proposals, but – despite the support of the Muslim Council of Britain and a lot of media publicity – they didn’t get their way.

So where’s the t?

Similar protection on the grounds of gender identity is promised as part of the forthcoming single equality legislation. The Green Paper should be out and consultation should begin in May.

Trans pride conference

There will be a Trans Pride Conference in London this year on June 15th, on the eve of the Transfabulous arts festival. Details to follow soon.

Black lgbt community awards

Saturday, April 7th is the date for the Black LGBT Community Awards Ceremony, hosted on a Thames liner by our patron Cyril Nri. For more details, tickets and a chance to vote go to http://www.blgbt.com/ 

Amnesty condemns poland’s section 28

Amnesty International has drawn up a public statement attacking Poland’s record on LGBT rights – and particularly on plans to introduce a law banning the ‘promotion’ of homosexuality in schools. 

Although the word ‘promotion’ echoes the familiar wording of Thatcher’s dreaded Section 28, Poland’s plans extend to holding individual schools responsible for what is taught and sacking individual teachers just for coming or being out. Go to http://www.amnestyusa.org/news/document.do?id=ENGEUR370012007 to see the statement. 

Mexico City civil-union law comes into force

Mexico City's civil-union law took effect March 16 and journalist Antonio Medina and banker Jorge Cerpa were among the first to tie the knot.

The ceremony took place in the plaza outside the offices of the Iztapalapa delegation, one of the city's 16 local governments. Medina, 38, and Cerpa, 31, kissed as a band played Besame Mucho.

"A history of exclusion comes to an end," Medina told reporters. "Love between people of the same sex will now have legal recognition."

LGBT Rights-President putin speaks

President Vladimir Putin of Russia spoke for the first time about LGBT rights when addressing a question as to whether he agreed with Moscow’s mayor that homosexual practices were “satanic”. “I respect – and will respect – freedom of people in all their manifestations,” the President said.

But he added that he would not be drawn on “statements made by leaders of the regions. 

“My attitude to sexual minorities is simple,” he continued. “It is connected with my fulfilling of my official obligations.” Not unequivocal then – but positive!

Brazil doesn’t quite outlaw homophobia

Radical plans in Brazil to outlaw homophobia – including homophobic comments – didn’t quite come to fruition last Thursday when the Senate refused to take a vote on them. They decided to form an investigative committee to look into it instead. 

The plans shook the Vatican, from where it was claimed priests who voiced opposition to homosexuality could face terms of three to five years in jail.

EVENTS

Events from the 1st to the 30th April are listed in the calendar below.

When
Where
What

1

Ongoing till June

All day till April 4
National Theatre

South Bank, London SE1 9PX

BFI
The Reporter, Richard Eyre http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/reporter 

LGBT Film Festival

http://www.bfi.org.uk/see.html

2
BFI
LGBT Film Festival

http://www.bfi.org.uk/see.html

3
BFI
LGBT Film Festival

http://www.bfi.org.uk/see.html

4

12-6pm
Central Hall Westminster, Storey's Gate, London SW1 BFI


London LGBT jobfair

LGBT Film Festival

http://www.bfi.org.uk/see.html

5

All day till 22nd April


Wandsworth Museum



'Queer is Here' A travelling exhibition from the Museum of London on lesbian and gay culture in London and the significant developments of the last four decades that have affected it.  It looks at different aspects such as public life, homophobia, bullying, civil partnerships and the rise of the "pink pound".

6



7
London
The Black LGBT Community Awards Ceremony http://www.blgbt.com/ 

8



9



10



11



12

7-9pm
Manchester Lesbian Community Project
Meditation Workshop for lesbian and bi-women 0161 273 7128

13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26

7-9pm
Manchester Lesbian Community Project
T-shirt Printing and Badge Making for lesbian and bi-women 0161 273 7128

27



28

7.30 pm
Drill Hall
Engendered Species

To book tickets email: admin@drillhall.co.uk or call 020 73075060



29

4 pm
Drill Hall
Engendered Species

To book tickets email: admin@drillhall.co.uk or call 020 73075060



30

10-4.30
Leeds Town Hall
Holocaust Memorial Day Conference www.hmd.org.uk for details

COMING SOON

IDAHO-UK PRESS RELEASE. GREAT EXPECTATIONS UP NORTH FOR INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN. 

IDAHO-UK will be joining 50 countries in the fight against homophobia on May 17th, and so far it looks like one of the strongest areas in the country will be Northern England. 

“Exceeding Expectations”, the Manchester initiative aimed at ending homophobia through education is launching its 3rd newsletter to be distributed to all adults working at secondary schools across the city to coincide with IDAHO day. The three year initiative to support schools will reach more than 12,000 education professionals with appropriate interventions, resources, training and advice on homophobia and sexuality. On May 17th there will be an event at Manchester Town Hall in the presence of the Lord Mayor of Manchester to promote the initiative to school governors and teachers and provide a showcase for Hope theatre who will be going into schools to target homophobia and sexuality.

Other projects also organised by the Lesbian and Gay Foundation to coincide with IDAHO are the Rainbow Partnership which offers “a way forward to strengthen and empower LGB communities and frontline organisations who support them in the North West of England”, and “A guide to LGB rights”, a 56 page information booklet with up to date information about legal rights. 

 The Urbis Centre, a modern exhibition centre in Manchester will be hosting a “question time” evening about International LGBT issues on the evening of May 17th as part of the” Its Queer Up North” Festival. Campaigners and politicians on the panel will include human rights campaigner Peter Tatchell, and the discussion will be relayed to other venues in the City. 

Meanwhile in Sheffield, the City Council, Unison and South Yorkshire Police and many others will be participating in a minute’s noise against homophobia in the City Centre.  Last year 100 people turned up in pouring rain to blow whistles, bang drums, sound air horns, to make the point that “no-one should be silent against homophobia” . Tony Atkin of the Centre of HIV and Sexual Health said “Wouldn’t it be fantastic if the whole of the UK made one hell of a racket on May 17?”. It is unlikely, however, that the various groups will shout loud enough to be heard by each other, as similar events will also be taking place in Derry, Northern Ireland, Northampton (in the presence of the Mayor and the rainbow flag), Brighton (the Public and Commercial Services Union will be taking time out from their annual conference) and Eindhoven in the Netherlands.  

Liverpool, are one of several cities participating in IDAHO for the first time this year. The Outsiders Film Festival are promising “a very special event” to mark IDAHO . This will include the showing of “Beyond Hatred” a powerful documentary about a homophobic murder in France.  

Elsewhere in the UK there are several initiatives to highlight hate crime.

Gino Meriano of Gay Surrey, who is hosting a major IDAHO-UK event commented “ LGBT people are abused and killed for the only crime of being gay and this is not just overseas but on our very own doorstep in Surrey. The charity, Gay Surrey believe it is important to support IDAHO and present our own event backed by powerful support from Surrey Police, the Met and from our patron Bill Buckley, and our latest addition Q Boy, all who believe in the fight for the end of homophobia”.

Meanwhile, in Gloucestershire a group of men and women will be going back to the closet (a large wardrobe) to draw attention to the fact that there are still many countries in the world where gays are persecuted and even executed.  This will take place over a 24 hour period a gay bar in Stroud. There will also be a candlelit vigil for Jody Dobrowski, the young man originally from Gloucestershire who was brutally murdered in London in October 2005 purely because he was gay. 

Derek Lennard, IDAHO-UK Coordinator commented, On May 17th we will be joining campaigners in 50 countries to make a stand against homophobia. Anyone who thinks this is some remote and academic issue just needs to look at what is happening in Poland at the moment where a National Government who like the UK is part of the European Community, is proposing to adopt a law which could ban LGBT people from working in education . This abuse of human rights is not acceptable.  Together whether gay or straight we can make a stand against it. That’s what May 17th is all about.

The IDAHO-UK website is www.idaho.org.uk .Derek Lennard can be contacted on derek.lennard@idaho.org.uk
POSITIVE GAY/BI WORKSHOPS ON THURSDAYS IN STEPNEY

The workshops are open to all gay and bi men, regardless of HIV status. We believe in creative and artistic expression that celebrates difference and fosters community. 

Dates and Time: Thursdays, 10 May – 21 June, 6.30-9pm

Exhibition of Work: 21 June – 28 June

Venue: Positive East Stepney Centre, 159 Mile End Rd, E1 4AQ

The workshops are free. There is a voluntary donation of £10 to cover materials.

Bookings: Call 7791-2855 for a booking form or download one from our website www.workshopsonthursdays.co.uk
Please contact the co-ordinator, Shaun Levin, with any queries, at wot@positiveeast.org.uk  
Workshops on Thursdays
arts workshops for gay and bi men
www.workshopsonthursdays.co.uk
organised by Positive East
www.positiveeast.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1001106. Company Limited by Guarantee No. 2544440

Registered office: 29 Ludgate Hill, London EC4M 7JE 

[image: image1.png]@ HIV & AIDS: help & hope for people in poverty

SUNDAY 10TH JUNE 2007







To register for Crusaid’s Walk for Life, visit www.walkforlife.co.uk or call 0845 367 0180.

For further information about Crusaid, its work or events, visit www.crusaid.org.uk or call 020 7539 3880.

EuroPride Madrid - 22 June to 1 July 2007 - More info
Disney Gay Days special - 2 June 2007 - AMRO Holidays
The third national transgender conference will take place on: 16 & 17 June 2007 at the University of East Anglia, Norwich 
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The British Psychological Society’s Lesbian and Gay Psychology Section cordially invites you to a FREE one day seminar:

Out in Psychology: Lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and queer perspectives

Aston University, Birmingham. Main Building Room G6/8

Friday 8 June 2007

11 am – 4.30pm

Refreshments and Buffet Lunch are provided.

Speakers include:

Peter Hegarty, University of Surrey

What comes after discourse analysis for LGBTQ psychology?

Meg Barker, London South Bank University

Heteronormativity and the exclusion of bisexuality in psychology

Jeremy Monsen, University College London

Educational psychology practice with LGB youth in schools

Susan Speer, University of Manchester

Interactional organization of appearance attributions in psychiatric assessment of transsexual patients

Sonja Ellis, Sheffield Hallam University

Contemporary issues in the lives of LGB people

Lih-Mei Liao, University College London

Clinical psychology and the sexual concerns of intersexed women

Adrian Coyle, University of Surrey

Experiences of gay men with learning disabilities

Places are limited, to register for this event email Liz Peel: e.a.peel@aston.ac.uk
 COMMUNITY/ HELP

Gay’s the word appeal

The UK’s only LGB T bookshop, Gay’s the Word, is facing closure after 28 years of trading. To see how you can help go to http://freespace.virgin.net/gays.theword/ 

Maverick TV Appeal

Maverick Television is a leading UK independent production company. We have a track record of making honest and award winning documentaries such as Gail Porter: Laid Bare, Man, 33, Seeks Puberty and Born Too Soon as well as leading format brands such as Ten Years Younger and How To Look Good Naked. Please feel free to check out our website www.mavericktv.co.uk.In documentary development we are currently researching single narrative access documentaries for BBC3. BBC is targeted at the 16-34 age group and is fast gaining a reputation as one of the most innovative terrestrial channels.We are really keen to produce a documentary on homosexuality and teens. As a production company we prefer to work with people from a very early stage of development in order to create a documentary that is as honest as possible. We are really keen to discuss this with you the and find out a little bit more about what you do and how you feel a documentary that delves into this topic should be covered. What areas do you think are of most importance? The sensitivities of working with young people coming to terms with their sexuality? and where you think previous documentaries have gone wrong?I would love to talk to you about this idea further as it would be great to know your thoughts. If you are keen to speak to us please let me know a convenient time and I can call you to discuss the subject in more detail. Thank you for all your time and help.

Colleen Flynn Development Researcher

Maverick Television 40 Churchway, London, NW1 1LW Direct Line: 0207 874 6682 Fax: 0207 874 6635

Greetings from Belgrade

Dear Friends,
my name is Boban Stojanovic, I`m an activist of Queeria center, LGBT organization from Belgrade. 
Trying to find something on Internet, accidentally, I find web site of Your organization. I must confess, I was very spellbound about everything what You doing. 
In Serbia we just can dreaming about something like this.
But, if I can take several second of Your attention, I just like to give a short presentation of Queeria centre and explain reason for this mail.
Queeria center is  only LGBT organization in Serbia working openly with media and so called public space. 
For the first time in our LGBT movement history, we make open cooperation with some well known and famous persons from Serbian public life. It was calendar for 2007. and this project take a large public attention. We recognise this like a good Way to promote our Rights, and to take a part in one very homophobic society.(You can see gallery on http://www.queeria.com/galerijashow.aspx?gid=4719 )

Now, we prepare another campaign Love for All, and some similar activities connected with a public space. 
For May 17th we have idea to organize some interesting event in cooperation with Belgrade Film Festival Free Zone (see http://www.freezonebelgrade.org/cms/item/home/en.html),  and I was surprised when I saw then Sir Ian McKellen is one of your supporters. I recognise this like a good way to make contact with mister McKellan and try to find his support for our activities. 
In our case, I don't understand financial support, more I thinking about some coming to Belgrade or some letter of support for example....
Well, if I don't have some so big pretenses, maybe You can help us in this. 
We will be very happy and gratefully and also, very open to offer our help and support for Your activities.
Sincerely,
Boban-- 
Boban Stojanovic

The Royal British Legion and its LGBT Members     Lt Cdr Craig Jones, who has worked for a number of years as the leader of the gay community in the Armed Forces, is seeking older LGBT people who have had positive or negative experiences with the legion He may be contacted at ltcdrcraigjones@aol.com or on 07974 121893.  Confidentiality is assured.

Actors wanted!
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Peer Productions, Woking’s new youth arts training company, are delighted to announce the launch of their 

Peer Education Through Theatre Course in 2007 at Woking Youth Arts Centre (WYAC) and they are looking for 24 young performers to work with from January – July 2007.  Application packs can be downloaded from their website at www.peerproductions.co.uk or can be ordered by calling 01483 839994. 

 Diva appeal

DIVA magazine is looking for lesbian couples in the 60+ age range to talk about how their sex life has changed over the years. Has your lovelife levelled off? Or is it in a better place than it's ever been? Whatever your story, share it with DIVA. 

Contact info@divamag.co.uk or call 0207 424 7410 for more information

WHAT THEY SAID

"The positive effect that a resolution of this type being approved at the United Nations will have on the global LGBT community will be equivalent in gay rights terms to the discovery of creating electricity. 

For all those who have faced death, torture and imprisonment because of their sexuality, this resolution is for them."

Ben Crouch, the IDAHO UK North West Coordinator on the prospect of a UN resolution to legalise homosexuality world-wide (PinkNews19-03-07) 

"In December 2005, I was legally bound to the man I love. It's my legal right and my human right. And I wanted everyone to know, I wanted to shout about it.

"In some countries, my voice would have been drowned out. Maybe even stamped out. In some European countries the bigots have a loud voice. Pride marches are banned in some east European cities.

"Men and women are persecuted and attacked every day all over the world, just because of who they love and who they make love to." 

Elton John (Gulf Daily News Bahrain 23-03-07)

"Whether the bigot is in our local pub or a thousand miles away, we should all stand up and speak out for basic human rights. There has been substantial progress on gay rights in Britain, but we can't be complacent, not when homophobia still exists here and not when people around the world live in fear solely because of their sexuality."

Elton John (NewIndpress.com India 24-03-07)

“up yours”

Elton John to John Howard, Australian PM and same sex union banner (Generation Q Australia 22-03-07)

"I want to shine a spotlight on him. People like William (Hernandez: El Salvadorean gay rights campaigner) are a lot braver than me."

Elton John (PopNews Canada 22-03-07 and Irish Examiner 22-03-07)

"My voice has served me pretty well over the years. But we need more voices.”

Elton John (Javno Zagreb 21-03-07)

“Perhaps the most forgotten are the many transvestites who were executed during the days immediately following the coup.” (“History in the Making: The Homosexual Liberation Movement in Chile”)

Víctor Hugo Robles on Chile (Workers World 18-03-07)

“I respect – and will respect – freedom of people in all their manifestations.

 

“My attitude to sexual minorities is simple. It is connected with my fulfilling of my official obligations.”

Vladimir Putin addresses gay rights for the first time ever (GayRussia.ru 01-02-07)

I am looking at the beautiful mountains that surround the Utah Valley. It is so sad to think that every year, young men and women leave their houses to go up into these mountains and commit suicide. Every day in the United States, four GLBT persons commit suicide because of the messages that places like BYU are sending. It is time we put a stop to this, all of us.

Aaron Lauer of Soulforce after a visit to a college in Provo, Utah; heart of Mormon country (Stories from the Road 24-03-07)
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Patrons: 


Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council, 


Sir Ian McKellen














