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LGBT History Month bulletin 34
Welcome to the 34th LGBT History month bulletin. There are five sections:
· News: LGBTHM, national and international bulletin
· Events: a calendar of shows, conferences and meetings before the month

· Coming soon: advance notice of events after the month 

· Community and help: a billboard for groups to make contact for research etc.

· What they said: a new section with LGBT quotes from the news
NEWS
Equality act makes it into british law (at last!)

Despite the objections of some religious groups, the 2007 Equality Act has now come into British law. The Act:

· bans discrimination on the grounds of religion or belief or sexual orientation in the provision of goods, facilities and services, the management of premises, education and the exercise of public functions 

· establishes the Commission for Equality and Human Rights to replace existing commissions governing race, disability and equal opportunities.
Idaho 

	Welcome to IDAHO 2007 
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In a world where 77 countries punish women, men and children because of their sexuality an International Day Against Homophobia (IDAHO) provides a platform for everyone to make a powerful statement to demand improvements for people’ quality of life Overseas and in the UK.  The day can be used to raise awareness of homophobic issues that are negatively impacting on people’s lives and to also showcase success stories where a positive change has been achieved. 

There are major events: including marches, vigils, receptions, shouts, silences and a toilet sit in (staying in the closet - geddit?) to be held all over the nation. For IDAHO events on the 17th go to http://www.idaho.org.uk/index.php?option=com_directory&Itemid=14 or http://www.idaho.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=4&Itemid=2 


Liverpool history project
A new community history project will be helping to discover and record a new history of Liverpool over the next 18 months.
Our Story Liverpool will uncover the history of Liverpool’s lesbians and gay men from 1939 to the present day by recording oral history interviews, running reminiscence workshops and collecting photographs, press cuttings and memorabilia.
Working with the Museum of Liverpool Life and Liverpool Libraries this new archive will then be integrated into an inclusive and representative social history of the city.
For more information on the history project contact Louise Muddle on 07840 759467 or visit the website www.ourstoryliverpool.co.uk
Researchers seek older lesbians

Jane Jackson is researching into life for older lesbians and wishes to contact lesbians who were young in the 1940s and 50s. National Development and Policy Officer, Older Lesbians, Gay Men and Bisexuals,Age Concern England, 1268 London Road, London SW16 4ER T 020 8765 7576 E Antony.Smith@ace.org.uk W www.ageconcern.org.uk/openingdoors  
Channel 4 seeks older gay men! 

Channel Four is making a documentary commemorating 40 years since the (partial) decriminalization of homosexuality. Its makers are seeking gay men who have been around for those 40 years. If you have been and you would like to help, contact The National Development and Policy Officer, Older Lesbians, Gay Men and Bisexuals,Age Concern England, 1268 London Road, London SW16 4ER T 020 8765 7576 E Antony.Smith@ace.org.uk W www.ageconcern.org.uk/openingdoors  
Public debate on Gender Reassignment in London
The Greater London Authority played host to a public discussion on gender reassignment in London on Tuesday 1st May. The Gender Reassignment discussion is the second community panel funded by the Department of Health to mark Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender History Month. 
The panel brought together representatives from the Trans community with speakers from specialist commissioning and London’s gender identity clinic. Speakers gave brief presentations and then there was discussion and questions from attendees.  
Dr Justin Varney, executive member of the Gay & Lesbian Association of Doctors and Dentists and member of the Department of Health Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Advisory Group, chaired the panel. Dr Varney said ‘It is a fantastic first step in a frank and constructive dialogue between the Trans community in London and the NHS. We all accept that there is some way to go in improving services, but this is a start and we could not have asked for more proactive support from both the Greater London Authority and the Department of Health’.
 The Mayor of London said ‘I am delighted to support the ‘Gender Reassignment Services in the Capital’ panel debate at City Hall. It will provide an opportunity for health professionals to explore and understand the diverse, and sometimes complex, health issues faced by the trans community and the discrimination many trans people experience when accessing health services. This event will also inform the development of my new health inequalities strategy for the capital.’ 
The panel builds on the previous support the Greater London Authority and the Mayor have provided for the inaugural national Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Health Summit in 2006 and their ongoing engagement with London’s LGBT community.
Free lgbt legal rights seminar

A special free event designed to inform gay, lesbian and bisexual people of their rights has been organised by award-winning solicitors Russell Jones & Walker. Pink Law - Know Your Rights At Home, At Work & At Play is sponsored by PinkNews.co.uk.
Members of the gay community will be able to get free access to information about the range of new laws affecting their lives. An introduction from a leading member of the gay community will be followed by a short presentation by leading legal experts.
This free special event is designed to discuss the many questions that gay people have about their rights, such as: 
* Are pre-nuptial agreements legally binding? 
* Can I adopt my partner's kids? 
* How will the goods and services laws work? 
* How can I take action against homophobic businesses? 
* What kind of discrimination at work will result in compensation? 
* How do I complain about being victimised at work without being outed? 
Solicitors and partners from Russell Jones & Walker will be on hand before and after the short seminar to discuss any questions you have over an informal drink. 
Pink Law - Know Your Rights At Home, At Work & At Play is totally free, but registration is required.
It will be held in the Curzon Soho Cinema, Shaftesbury Avenue, London, on Thursday 31st May. The presentation will take place at 7pm but Russell Jones & Walker 
solicitors will be on hand to discuss these issues and answer questions from 6.30pm to 10pm
Ancient pro-gay manuscript unearthed in UK
A 1749 work "Ancient And Modern Pederasty Investigated And Exemplified", written by Thomas Cannon has just been discovered at Kew by an academic from Manchester University. Dr Hal Gladfelder believes it may be England’s first pro-gay text and that it shows the battle for homosexual equality goes back over 250 years. See http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/manchester/6593281.stm for details
Caribbean

Following three major hate attacks on people perceived to be homosexual in Jamaica, the Caribbean anti-violence project has been launched. An initiative of the University of the West Indies (UWI), the CAVP is to launch a web-based documentation project to record incidents of harassment and violence based on homophobia, gender and HIV-related stigma.  
Euro-shame

Polish and Northern Irish MEPs walked out of a debate on homophobia in the European Parliament on the 25th of April.
EVENTS

Friday 18th May 2007
Seminar 6 - Invisible Boundaries: 

Addressing Sexualities Equalities in Children’s Worlds

A SEMINAR SERIES FUNDED BY THE ESRC and SUPPORTED by the BERA SEXUALITIES SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

Keynote Speakers:

Elizabeth Atkinson (University of Sunderland)

Renee DePalma (University of Sunderland)
James Sears (Penn State University, NA)  

Nigel Tart (Media Officer, Schools Out)  

Members of the No Outsiders Research Team

Time and venue:

9:00am to 5:30pm

Friday 18th May 2007

Glamorgan Building, King Edward VII Avenue, Cardiff, CF10 3WT

This seminar is jointly organised by the University of Sunderland and the Cardiff School of Social Sciences
Visit: http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/schoolsanddivisions/academicschools/socsi/index.html 

 or:

http://welcome.sunderland.ac.uk/ 
The seminar is open to all and is free of charge. There is also a limited amount of money available to pay for teaching cover if applicable.

If you wish to attend, please contact Bethan Davies, Research Administrator

Tel: +44 (0)29 2087 4983 or E-mail DaviesB5@cardiff.ac.uk
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Events from the 5th May to the 6th June are listed in the calendar below.
	When
	Where
	What

	5
	
	

	6
All day
	Brighton
	STONEWALL BRIGHTON EQUALITY WALK. Amy Lame, Coronation Street's Antony Cotton, and Mr Gay UK will be there http://www.gaytoz.com/search01.asp?line=25989


	7 
(till 27th)
	Manchester
	Queer Up North International Festival. http://www.queerupnorth.com/index2.php for details

	8
	
	

	9
	
	

	10
7.45pm
	Environment Centre, St Alphege Lane, Canterbury
	Talk: From Byng to Shufflewick, a Fabulous Journey presented by Patrick Newley. Entrance £2 on the door

	11
	
	

	12
	
	

	13
	
	

	14
6.30-8.30pm
	Southwark Cathedral, Chapter Room
	
Pre Pride planning meeting 
Free refreshments 

	15
	
	

	16
4-6.30pm
Evening
	At the Elephant and Castle in South London
Committee Room 20

House of Commons
	Metropolitan Police Southwark Hate Crime Unit will hand out flyers to the community taking the opportunity to talk to commuters about LGBT Hate Crime. Part of IDAHO
IDAHO preview hosted by Lib Dem MP Stephen Williams. Email Derek.lennard@idaho.org for details

	17
All day
	Everywhere
	IDAHO 
Too many events to list here http://www.idaho.org.uk/index.php?option=com_directory&Itemid=14 to see what’s happening where you are.

	18
9-5.30
7.30pm
	Glamorgan Building, King Edward VII Avenue, Cardiff, CF10 3WT
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, Holborn).

	Seminar 6 - Invisible Boundaries: 

Addressing Sexualities Equalities in Children’s Worlds
If you wish to attend, please contact Bethan Davies, Research Administrator

Tel: +44 (0)29 2087 4983 or E-mail DaviesB5@cardiff.ac.uk
Gay and Lesbian Humanist Association debate on books for our children. Will include Schools OUT speaker

	19
11-6pm
	Blackpool

Richmond Arms, 20 The Square, Richmond
	Pride www.prideblackpool.com 

“Out West” information stall in Richmond Town Centre to publicise IDAHO and Help Stop Homophobia. 0208 891 4947

	20
	Blackpool
	Pride

	21
	
	

	22
	
	

	23
9.30-5.30
	Institute of Education, University of London
	Place-Based Sex/Sexualities and

Relationship Education
International One-Day Conference



	24
(Till 28th)
	London, Manchester, Birmingham, New York
	Bear Pride http://www.bearpride.org/ 

	25
All day

9.15-3
	Centre for HIV & Sexual Health
Sheffield Primary Care NHS Trust
22 Collegiate Crescent
Sheffield S10 2BA

Gathering & Civicus World Assembly at the SECC,
Glasgow
	One Day Course on HIV and stigma. Trainer: Ian Hodgson, www.sexualhealthsheffield.nhs.uk or by calling Matt Harrison, Training Course Administrator Tel: 0114 226 1902 Email: Matt.Harrison@chiv.nhs.uk   Cost £100

Community Cohesion & the Equality Agenda for the 21st Century 
SCVO, GCVS & the Scottish Voluntary Sector Equality & Human Rights Coalition invite you to a free conference to explore what is meant by 'good relations' & its key characteristics. It will also explore how the CEHR working in partnership with the voluntary sector

	26
	Birmingham
Lancaster
	Pride

www.birminghampride.com 

Pride

www.lancasterpride.co.uk 

	27
	Birmingham

Lancaster
	Pride

Pride

	28
	Birmingham

Lancaster
	Pride

Pride

	29
	
	

	30
6-8.30pm
	Upstairs Bar at the POWDER MONKEY in Greenwich (22 King William Walk Greenwich SE10 9HU)
	South East London LGBT Public Sector Workers Social Group, Greenwich. Whilst the evenings are aimed primarily at LGBT individuals we would also love to see anyone else who supports the LGBT agenda. In other words, friends of Dorothy! 


	31
6.30-10pm
	Curzon Soho Cinema, Shaftesbury Avenue, London
	Legal rights seminar. Free. To register go to http://www.rjw.co.uk/booking_form 


	1
	
	

	2
	Aberdeen

Plymouth
	Pride www.prideinaberdeen.org.uk 

Pride www.plymouthprideforum.co.uk 

	3
	Plymouth
	Pride

	4
	
	

	5

6.30-8.30pm
	Inspire Café, St Peter’s Church, Liverpool Grove, Walworth, SE17 2HH
	
Out In Southwark in partnership with Volunteer Centre Southwark 
This session will provide a brief introduction to the role of the trustee and a Management Committee the rights and responsibilities involved in that role Free refreshments Contact Dax on 020 7525 5659 for more details and to book your free place.

	6
	
	


COMING SOON
The IDAHO-UK website is www.idaho.org.uk .Derek Lennard can be contacted on derek.lennard@idaho.org.uk
on
the Foundation for Writing
	30
	  Starting to Write



	Mapping Your Creativity in Poetry and Prose 
A poetry and fiction course for those ready to embark on a journey of creativity. The focus will be on exploring your own personal creative cartography, the emotional, spiritual, political and physical terrains. The tutors will offer a compass to those who are disorientated in their writing process. There will be workshops, tutorials and advice on crafting and re-drafting. Beginners as well as intermediate writers welcome. 

 

 

Start Date : 
Monday, June 25, 2007

End Date : 
Saturday, June 30, 2007

This course is being tutored by:
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Courttia Newland 

Courttia Newland is the author of The Scholar, The Society Within and Snakeskin (all Abacus). He is co-editor of IC3 (Penguin), a collection of stories and poetry reflecting the first, second and third generations of British black writing.
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Dorothea Smartt 

Dorothea Smartt is a poet who writes both in Standard English and Caribbean English. Her latest poetry collection is Connecting Medium (Peepal Tree Press).
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Course Guest:
Hisham Matar is the author of In the Country of Men (Viking), shortlisted for the Man Booker prize in 2006. It has been translated into 18 languages.



	


	 


	This course is based at: Totleigh Barton
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Course Fee £475 covers tuition & full board etc.  GRANTS ARE AVAILABLE – JUST ASK



	Totleigh Barton
Sheepwash, Beaworthy
Devon 
EX21 5NS

 

Tel: 01409 231338 
Fax: 01409 231144 
E-Mail: t-barton@arvonfoundation.org



Come and join our Live Literature Masterclass
POSITIVE GAY/BI WORKSHOPS ON THURSDAYS IN STEPNEY

The workshops are open to all gay and bi men, regardless of HIV status. We believe in creative and artistic expression that celebrates difference and fosters community. 

Dates and Time: Thursdays, 10 May – 21 June, 6.30-9pm
Exhibition of Work: 21 June – 28 June
Venue: Positive East Stepney Centre, 159 Mile End Rd, E1 4AQ
The workshops are free. There is a voluntary donation of £10 to cover materials.
Bookings: Call 7791-2855 for a booking form or download one from our website www.workshopsonthursdays.co.uk
Please contact the co-ordinator, Shaun Levin, with any queries, at wot@positiveeast.org.uk  
Workshops on Thursdays
arts workshops for gay and bi men
www.workshopsonthursdays.co.uk
organised by Positive East
www.positiveeast.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1001106. Company Limited by Guarantee No. 2544440

Registered office: 29 Ludgate Hill, London EC4M 7JE 
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	To register for Crusaid’s Walk for Life, visit www.walkforlife.co.uk or call 0845 367 0180.

For further information about Crusaid, its work or events, visit www.crusaid.org.uk or call 020 7539 3880.


EuroPride Madrid - 22 June to 1 July 2007 - More info
Disney Gay Days special - 2 June 2007 - AMRO Holidays
The third national transgender conference will take place on: 16 & 17 June 2007 at the University of East Anglia, Norwich 
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The British Psychological Society’s Lesbian and Gay Psychology Section cordially invites you to a FREE one day seminar:

Out in Psychology: Lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and queer perspectives

Aston University, Birmingham. Main Building Room G6/8

Friday 8 June 2007

11 am – 4.30pm

Refreshments and Buffet Lunch are provided.

Speakers include:

Peter Hegarty, University of Surrey

What comes after discourse analysis for LGBTQ psychology?

Meg Barker, London South Bank University

Heteronormativity and the exclusion of bisexuality in psychology

Jeremy Monsen, University College London

Educational psychology practice with LGB youth in schools

Susan Speer, University of Manchester

Interactional organization of appearance attributions in psychiatric assessment of transsexual patients
Sonja Ellis, Sheffield Hallam University

Contemporary issues in the lives of LGB people

Lih-Mei Liao, University College London

Clinical psychology and the sexual concerns of intersexed women

Adrian Coyle, University of Surrey

Experiences of gay men with learning disabilities
Places are limited, to register for this event email Liz Peel: e.a.peel@aston.ac.uk
 COMMUNITY/ HELP
Volunteer co-ordinator needed

The London Lesbian and Gay Switchboard is looking to fill the post of Volunteer Coordinator. If you would like to apply please contact the London Lesbian and Gay Switchboard on 020 7837 6768 or visit www.llgs.org.uk for more information. The closing date for applications is Wednesday May 16th.

New Trustees – Committed People Wanted  

Drill Hall  Theatre 30th Anniversary season 1977 – 2007
The Drill Hall Theatre is looking to appoint 4 new trustees to further The Drill Hall’s Artistic Ambition.

The Drill Hall is a beacon for performance work and arts activity of the highest quality, in which the lesbian and gay aesthetic illuminates all our activities

In 2007 The Drill Hall Theatre (Central London Arts Ltd) is Celebrating 30 years as the leading venue, presenter and producer of Lesbian, Gay and Queer theatre and performance in the UK. 

To support this work and celebration we wish to appoint four new trustees to join our existing board.  We particularly welcome applications from women who are currently under represented on our board. 

During our recent board skills audit we identified Local Links, Capital Development and Property and Commercial Issues as key areas for board development.

 A good knowledge of LGBT issues is essential. 

The Board meets quarterly and the meetings last approximately 2 hours. Board members are expected to take a keen interest in the artistic activity of the Drill Hall by seeing shows and attending events on a regular basis. In addition you may be required to attend other events and meetings that relate to the governance of the organisation.

For more information about the Drill Hall visit www.drillhall.co.uk
f you would like to become a Trustee please visit the Drill Hall’s website and complete the Trustees Application Form

Deadline for applications 22nd May 2007

The Drill Hall, 16 Chenies Street, London, WC1E 7EX
Primary school research

We are at long last getting round to recruiting a sample for the project on gay and black male primary teachers.  We are looking for gay and lesbian teachers in the London area who might be interested in taking part. The project is funded by the Social Science and Humanities Research Council, Canada and involves gay and lesbian, and black male and female teachers in Australia, Canada and the UK.  It aims to explore the ideas around men teachers as role models for boys and perceptions of gender so our sample weighted more to gay/black males than females. The questions are not contentious e.g.
1. Are you aware of any stereotypes about elementary school teachers in general? 

2. Are you aware of any stereotypes about male elementary school teachers? 

3. What perceptions do parents/ students/female colleagues have of male elementary school teachers in your community? 

4. Can you talk about the students you teach?: What are they like? What challenges are you faced with? 

5. Do boys and girls present different challenges? Explain 

6. What impact or influence do you see yourself having on the students you teach? 

7. Do you see your gender impacting in any way on how you teach or relate to students? 

8. Do you feel that your sexuality has had any bearing on your teaching? 

9. Do you feel that your ethnicity has had any bearing on your teaching? 

10. Has your gender had any impact on your experiences and/or career as a teacher? 

11. Has your sexuality had any impact on your experiences and/or career as a teacher? 

12. Has your ethnicity had any impact on your experiences and/or career as a teacher? 

13. Do you think that there are any issues which impact specifically on male or female teachers in elementary schools? 

14. There has been a lot of media attention reporting the claiming a need for more male role models in elementary schools?. What is your opinion about this? 
Look forward to hearing from you!
 Best wishes
Chris
Professor Christine Skelton
Southlands College
Roehampton University 
80 Roehampton Lane
London SW15 5SL
C.Skelton@roehampton.ac.uk
Tel: 00 44(0)20 8392 3322
The Royal British Legion and its LGBT Members     Lt Cdr Craig Jones, who has worked for a number of years as the leader of the gay community in the Armed Forces, is seeking older LGBT people who have had positive or negative experiences with the legion He may be contacted at ltcdrcraigjones@aol.com or on 07974 121893.  Confidentiality is assured.
Diva appeal
DIVA magazine is looking for lesbian couples in the 60+ age range to talk about how their sex life has changed over the years. Has your lovelife levelled off? Or is it in a better place than it's ever been? Whatever your story, share it with DIVA. 
Contact info@divamag.co.uk or call 0207 424 7410 for more information
Gay’s the word appeal

The UK’s only LGB T bookshop, Gay’s the Word, is facing closure after 28 years of trading. To see how you can help go to http://freespace.virgin.net/gays.theword/
WHAT THEY SAID
In a new expanded feature, we present some of the best quotes on LGBT issues from the month.

“historically intolerant”

Church of Scotland’s description of its treatment of LGBT people in the past (Christian Today 27-04-07)

“gay and lesbian members have a right to serve in the Church so long as they remain celibate”

Conclusion of a Church of Scotland report (same)

“The report is a major disappointment”

Forward Together’s Rev Ian Watson on said report (same)

"The defence of human rights you can either choose or it chooses you. I went into politics because in my own country, in 1987, the conservative government of Margaret Thatcher attempted do exactly what Giertych [Polish education minister] and his mates are attempting now." 

Michael cashman (EUObserver.com 25-04-07)
“In the past there were ‘isms’ – racism, sexism – which many recognised as being the products of ideologies that ought to be challenged through rigorous public debate. Now there are phobias – homophobia, Islamophobia, Jewphobia (a new name for anti-Semitism), and Christophobia (a hatred of Christianity, apparently). Or there’s just ‘hatred’: restrictions on ‘hate speech’ are justified on the grounds that it is also blind and irrational. Where the era of isms recognised that people took a decision, however wrong, to be suspicious of black people or to oppose immigration or women in the workplace, the era of phobias treats prejudice and certain moral views as disorders. And thus where you might have had debate, even protests and conflict, in the era of isms, today there are only demands for censorship or re-education to cure people of their irrational way of thinking. (Ironically, homosexuality was once considered to be a mental disorder in need of correction; today, many gay activists and their supporters in government have taken on board very similar language to describe those who are critical or suspicious of homosexuality.)”

Brendan O’Neill from his essay The Return of Room 101 (Spiked 19-04-07)

"We fully support the work of the International Day Against Homophobia campaign to increase awareness of the human rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transsexual people across the globe."

From a statement by Government ministers Ian McCartney and Meg Munn in support of IDAHO (PinkNews 19-04-07)

"The Conservative Party is pleased to support the International Day Against Homophobia.”

Tory spokesperson Eleanor Laing (same)

“Tell me, do you really think you go to Hell for having love?”

Rufus Wainwright lyric (Musicohm.com)
“It’s terrible in this day and age to know that 77 governments still persecute people because of their sexuality or gender identity.” 

Simon Burgess, leader of the Brighton & Hove City Council (UK Gay News 11-04-07)

“The groups we’ve worked with have said that homophobic bullying often goes unchallenged in schools. Lots of them talked about self-harm and suicide attempts and that feeling of invisibility because schools don’t talk about gay or bisexual people. They feel they are invisible to the system.”  

Nina Lemon (Woking News and Mail 12-04-07)

On Good Friday at George Fox University in Newberg, Ore., a group of Christian students told me they loved me and sympathized with "my issue." They also told me they would still vote against LGBT nondiscrimination laws and marriage equality. Their professed love for me leaves me potentially jobless, homeless, and heartbroken. What kind of conscience allows for such a worldview?

Alexy Bulokhov, Soulforce Equality rider (Advocate.com 13-04-07)

"Radical homosexual groups, the left generally and the European Union have been going nuts over this proposed legislation. They're calling the sponsors 'homophobes' and 'haters' -- when, in reality, all the bill requires is neutrality on an emotionally-charged issue.

"The bill does not require that schools warn against the palpable dangers of the gay acts. Rather, it bans any discussion of a lifestyle whose advancement offends people of faith."

Larry Jacobs of the World Congress of Families argues that the Polish Education Bill is not at all homophobic (Christian News Wire 13-04-07)

"The Natural Family: Springtime For Europe And The World."

Motto of the WCF Convention, to be held in Warsaw next month (same)
“…only 4.6 percent of Australians wouldn't want people of a different race as neighbours, while 24.7 percent of people wouldn't want homosexuals to live next door.”

Result from a University of Queensland survey (Science Alert 22-04-07)

““They do not leave us any choice but prostitution,” 46 year old Ebru said. She was working in Zonguldak municipality before she acknowledged her transgender identity. “They fired me as soon as they learned,” she said.

The oppression from police forces is overwhelming, Ebru said. They raid homes of transvestites and transsexuals and collect the condoms that the ministry of health distributed as evidence, she astoundingly added, “What could these people do, steal?””

Turkish Daily News 09-04-07

Experts from across the world are set to meet in Norwich in June for a major international sex change conference.

Norwich Evening News 23-04-07

IDAHOBIT

Name of a new Brighton group: International day against homophobia, biphobia and transphobia (Gay.com 11-04-07)

"What we have now is nothing. Just flapping gums and paper. It's not going to change the lives of kids." 

James Chamberlain of Gay and Lesbian Educators of BC on British Columbia’s safe schools Bill, which doesn’t mention sexual orientation or gender identity. (Xtra!West 11-04-07)

"I think it's ironic that there are Smithies who do not want to be women. To be completely honest, it seems to me that it defeats the purpose of being at a women's college." 

Samantha Lewis, a student of all-women Smith College, on ‘transmen’ (The Case Western Reserve University Observer 13-04-07)

"It's important because we get a voice. Every other month is basically for white heterosexuals. This shows that we are real and not deviants."

East Michigan student Sarah Jane Phillips on the University’s Pride Month (Echoonline 13-04-07)

“The well-being of queer students and staff in New Zealand schools is a critical human rights issue for our community. Homophobia and transphobia is affecting New Zealand schools by restricting life choices for all students, staff, and their whanau while contributing to an unsafe environment in which to learn and work.” 

"Where the first conference was characterised by identifying, and rallying around the issue, this second conference will be focused on how participants can take affirmative action in manageable ways in their region,”

Nathan Brown, National Co-ordinator of Out There, on the second Safe Schools for Queers Conference, which will be held in Wellington High School! (GayNZ.com 20-04-07)
 “When I first moved here I thought I’d be the only gay in the village. Now I love this place.”

Gay ex-Brummie Vince Tremayne describes his thoughts before moving to Port Stanley. On his first night on the island, a local sensed his tastes and pointed him in the direction of Chilean supermarket worker Cesar Guerra. Now they are engaged (Guardian 31-03-07)

"Six percent of all the respondents to the bullying survey said that they had experienced homophobic or transphobic bullying whilst at university or college. 

"It is essential that anti-bullying policies in further and higher education specifically include homophobic and transphobic bullying, in order to ensure that anti-LGBT bullying is effectively dealt with in our colleges and universities."

Claire Anderson of the NUS (PinkNews 28-03-07)

‘’ Today there are (sic) still a high percentage of young LGBT people who have their education disrupted because of homophobic bullying who have to re-enter education much later in life.’’

Tim Sigsworth of the Albert Kennedy Trust (Gay.com 02-04-07)

“The wages of sin are death. You're gonna cut off your willy, you're gonna walk around in women's clothes, you're gonna hook -- you're gonna wind up dead under a freeway, Johnson.”

US shock jock Michael Savage begins to explain why trans people were responsible for the Columbine massacre (Mediamatters today 26-03-07)

Jamaican police have, it seems, been robust in investigating the murder of the Pakistan cricket coach, Bob Woolmer. It is now time they showed the same resolve to bring to justice the murderers of their poor and gay citizens.

Peter Tatchell (Guardian Commentisfree 26-03-07)

"Please understand my reasons for not speaking today. I am participating in the Day of Silence, a national youth movement protesting the silence faced by lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people and their allies in schools. My deliberate silence echoes that silence, which is caused by harassment, prejudice, and discrimination. I believe that ending the silence is the first step toward fighting these injustices. Think about the voices you are not hearing today. What are you going to do to end the silence?"

Blurb on the stickers of 6,000 teenagers who were holding a day of silence on April 18th in US high schools (365Gay 27-03-07)

"Teenagers deserve an opportunity to study English, history, math, and science -- without being subjected to pro-homosexual proselytizing sanctioned by school authorities," 

Conservative parent Linda Harvey, leader of a boycott of the above (same)

"I am certain that the prime minister and the president don't have any negative feelings towards homosexuals." 

Joanna Kluzik-Rostkowska, Poland’s Equality Minister, defends the terrible twins (Al Jazeera (yes!) 29-03-07)

“It is a copy and paste accident”

Jennifer Wilquot, spokesperson for publisher Arena, which published a book on LGBT figures in history. The book outed Ataturk. The Turks are apoplectic, the Belgians (it was published in Belgium) apologetic (Zaman 29-03-07)

"Many people stop and ask me what I'm up to. It's always slightly sad as I can see the realisation cross the face of the public when I reveal that I am memorialising homophobia.”

Paul Harfleet, an artist who repeatedly plants pansies on the South Bank to commemorate the murder of David Morley (PinkNews 28-03-07)
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Patrons: 


Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council, 


Sir Ian McKellen























