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LGBT History Month bulletin 35
Welcome to the 35th LGBT History month bulletin. There are five sections:
· News: LGBTHM, national and international bulletin
· Events: a calendar of shows, conferences and meetings before the month

· Coming soon: advance notice of events after the month 

· Community and help: a billboard for groups to make contact for research etc.

· What they said: a new section with LGBT quotes from the news
NEWS

Schools OUT members protest outside the Polish Embassy. From left Tony Fenwick, Nicolas Chinardet, Claire Anderson and Sue Sanders

Idaho 

Every major city and town did something to commemorate the International Day against Homophobia on May 17th. The event was exhausting for IDAHO’s UK organiser Derek Lennard, who had to be in several places at once. Here at LGBT History Month we made  it to a protest against the terrible twins outside the Polish Embassy in Portland Place; a LibDem social led by Stephen Williams to discuss homophobic bullying; and a presentation of awards to students who produced IDAHO and LGBT HM posters. To see the posters go to www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk and look at the home page.

No outsiders on tour
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No Outsiders’ Elisabeth Atkinson

After a year of tremendous success in the primary sector, the No Outsiders team are disseminating their wares throughout the UK this month, from the 20th to the 27th of June. They’ll be in Newcastle, London, Bristol and Portsmouth. See the calendar below for details.
lgbt encyclopaedia

From www.glbtq.com comes the history of Great Britain by 
Richard G. Mann. Because of its length, it is divided into two parts. 
United Kingdom I: The Middle Ages through the Nineteenth Century 
The United Kingdom has a rich and vibrant legacy of queer cultural 
expression despite a long history of severe legal sanctions against 
male-male sexual acts and other manifestations of sexual and gender deviance. 
http://www.glbtq.com/social-sciences/united_kingdom_01.html  
United Kingdom II: 1900 to the Present 
Twentieth-century efforts to reform British law and public opinions 
about homosexuality met with mixed results, but at the beginning of the 
twenty-first century the United Kingdom has emerged as a leader in 
recognizing the rights of its glbtq citizens.
http://www.glbtq.com/social-sciences/united_kingdom_02.html
Be a book reviewer
LGBT literature publisher Chroma is inviting you to review a book and tell people what you think of it. Go to http://www.chromajournal.blogspot.com/ for details.
	


	Women and homophobia/transphobia
The Metropolitan Police Service is working hard to address homophobic or transphobic abuse carried out towards women. Of the incidents reported women are 7 times less likely to report homophobic violence to the police,  even though it is apparent through the LGBT community that actual incidents between male and female are at a similar level. Why then are women not reporting these incidents?
Susan Paterson from the Diversity and Citizen Directorate of the MPS has commissioned the market research company Stormbreak Research and Consultancy, who use gay fieldworkers and understand the LGBT community, to implement a survey within London which investigates womens‘ experiences of homophobia and transphobia. This will take place all over the Capital in both scene and non-scene locations; but it can only give a clear picture of what is happening if we agree to fill in the questionnaire. If you are out and about in London and are asked to spend a couple of minutes filling in the details, please do it.
If anyone feels they have experienced a crime motivated through homophobia or transphobia and would like to make a report to either a LGBT Liaison Officer for the MPS or a LGBT friendly organisation such as Galop or London Lesbian & Gay Switchboard (LLGS). They can contact the following numbers:
1  Homophobic Violence Factsheet, Understanding and Responding to Hate Crime Team, Diversity Directorate, Metropolitan Police Service, 2002

Contact numbers

Galop: 0207 704 2040 - <http://www.galop.org.uk/>
LLGS: 0207 837 7324 - <http://www.llgs.org.uk/>
LGBT Liaison Officer - <http://www.met.police.uk/contacts/LGBT.htm>
Lottery grant for wales helpline
The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Cymru Helpline has received a grant of £4,000 from the lottery-funded programme “Awards for All Wales”.  The grant will assist the Helpline in its work with training volunteers, developing its website, promote and market this very much needed service for LGBT communities as well as assist the Helpline expanding the geographical coverage of its recently launched free of charge professional counselling service, which has already proved to be a huge success. 
Let’s hear it for mayors

Well done to Cambridge, which has inaugurated its first trans mayor; and Richmond upon Thames, whose mayor is gay.

international
Moscow

Another passionate supporter of IDAHO was Peter Tatchell, who suffered a severe beating for helping Russian Gay Rights leader Nikolai Alekseev to deliver a letter to the City’s mayor protesting against the banning of this year’s Pride. UK artist Richard Fairbrass was punched in the face, and Italian MEP Marco Cappato was kicked whilst being interviewed. The police, who’d probably bussed the thugs in, responded to complaints by arresting the three victims and letting the assailants go free. For a full report go to http://direland.typepad.com/direland/2007/05/police_rightwin.html 

This is of course horrendous; but what beggars belief is sections of the British media that still slate Tatchell for his courageous stance and question his motives. See http://www.spiked-online.com/index.php?/site/printable/3426/ Shame on them!

Latvia
With the help and support of Amnesty International, Riga Pride went ahead last weekend. There was a counter demo on the other side of town and police outnumbered protesters on both sides, but nobody was hit by eggs or shit, unlike last year.

Polish greens

Two members of the Polish Green Party came to IDAHO and protested outside their own embassy. Well done to them!
New  Zealand: He made me do it!
Out early with the Civil partnerships and gay adoptions; New Zealand is ahead of the game (together with Canada) on same sex relationships. I had to write a letter confirming that my two male friends really slept together in order to help them emigrate there!
Just when we thought it was paradise however, an old empirical law rears its ugly head. It seems that you can murder a gay man and have your charge reduced to manslaughter if you claim that the ‘come on’ was so offensive that you lost responsibility for your actions. Even in this century people have got away with murder on these grounds. Watch this space to follow details of the campaign to repeal this law.
Meanwhile NZ PM Helen Clark is fending off claims that her husband is gay. The claims come from the Australian right wing conservative press. Who might be responsible for that?
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Events from the 7th June to the 6th July are listed in the calendar below.
	When
	Where
	What

	7
	
	

	8

11-4.30

9.30-12.30

7-10 pm


	Aston University, Birmingham. Main Building Room G6/8

LGBT Youth Scotland, 21 John Cotton Centre, Sunnyside (off Easter Road), Edinburgh.

Festival Hall, London


	Out in Psychology: Lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and queer perspectives

Refreshments and Buffet Lunch are provided.

Speakers include:

Peter Hegarty, Meg Barker, Jeremy Monsen, Susan Speer, Sonja Ellis, 
Lih-Mei Liao, Adrian Coyle, 

email Liz Peel: e.a.peel@aston.ac.uk
BME and LGBT Awareness training Course. 

Same sex Latin and Ballroom dancing. Compere Nicky Miles invites you to take to the floor and join Ross Mitchell with his 8-piece band and singers for a 50’s musical welcome to The Overture on the front terraces of the Royal Festival Hall.


	9
All day


	London
	Stonewall LGB Youth Event. Help, support and advice for 16-21 y-o LGBQ. Free. For more information go to: www.stonewall.org.uk/gayyouthevent and If you have further questions about the event please phone Johan or Ruth on 0207 593 1850 or email education@stonewall.org.uk.


	10
All day
	Across UK
	CRUSAID Walk for Life www.walkforlife.co.uk or call 0845 367 0180 for details

	11
	
	

	12
N/A (till 16th)
	Old Market
	The Pink Paradiso .The cabaret line up will see old favourites, as well as new faces, in a show offering song, high camp sketches and the odd crooner. 3SIXTY are supporting the show and have decided to name Stonewall as their charity for this fundraiser - money raised will be put towards its Education For All programme to tackle homophobic bullying in schools.
Tickets for the Pink Paradiso are £17, with tables for ten at £150 and tables for 6 at £100 from the Old Market  box office on 01273 736 222.

	13
7 pm
	122 Charing Cross Rd, WC2
	Chroma contributors reading. Borders Charing Cross.

	14
N/A
	32-36 Loman St., Southwark, SE1 0EH
Nearest tube: Southwark, Jubilee line
	UK Lesbian and Gay Immigration Group will hold the next Asylum Seekers meeting on Thursday 
(see: www.uklgig.org.uk)

	15
9.30-5.30

	Oxford House, Derbyshire Street, Bethnal Green, E2 6HG.
	As part of this year’s London Pride, Transfabulous are hosting the Trans with Pride one-day conference. Kate Bornstein will be giving a keynote address, and offering reflections on emerging themes at the end of the day.  The conference is free.  Registration will open on Friday 4th May.  For more information go to: www.transfabulous.co.uk 


	16
All day (&17)
7-11
	University of East Anglia,

Norwich
Cecil Sharp House,

NW1 7AY
	Third National Transgender Conference. Plus drinks reception and dinner in the evening.

http://www.transgender.me.uk/transgender_2008.htm for programme and booking form
The Gay Gordons LGBT Scottish and Country Dancing. Partner/experience not needed. £10 (£8 concs.) www.thegaygordons.com for more info.

	17
	University of East Anglia,

Norwich
	Third National Transgender Conference 

	18
All day
	Royal College of Physicians, Regent Park
	The Naz Project London national conference on Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) young people For more information go to www.naz.org.uk  


	19
N/A (and 20th)
	White Bear Theatre, 138 Kennington Park Road, London SE11 4RB Nearest Tube - Kennington (two mins from station)
	A Hole in the Fence - Stonewall fundraiser

There will be two benefit nights for Stonewall on 19 - 20 June with half the box office proceeds going to Stonewall. "Rhode Island, 1919. Sailors are sent in to infiltrate and expose homosexuality in the local Naval Base.  When the boundaries are blurred, and prejudice is confronted face-to-face, will their loyalties lie with Uncle Sam?"
To book call the 24 Hour Box Office on 08700 600 100 or go to www.boxoftrickstheatre.co.uk or www.ticketweb.co.uk (no booking fees)
£11 (£8 concs)

	20
5-7
6.30 pm
	Bristol 
Tooks Chambers Chambers of Michael Mansfield QC
8 Warner Yard
Warner Street
London EC1R 5EY
DX 68 Chancery Lane
	Challenging homophobia in primary schools: 

celebrating the first year of the no outsiders project. To book contact sylvia.briggs@sunderland.ac.uk
Goods and Services seminar for activists.Speakers: Sandhya  Drew, Sarah Bourke, Lou Hart (Camden LGBT Forum) *** please note that this event is by invitation only.Telephone 020 7841 6100 Facsimile 020 7841 6199 E-mail clerks@tooks.co.uk


	21
N/A

5.30-7.30
	Positive East Stepney Centre, 159 Mile End Rd, E1 4AQ

Plymouth

	Positive gay/bi workshops on Thursdays in Stepney

Exhibition of Work: 21 June – 28 June
Bookings: Call 7791-2855 for a booking form or download one from our website www.workshopsonthursdays.co.uk
Please contact the co-coordinator, Shaun Levin, with any queries, at wot@positiveeast.org.uk    

Challenging homophobia in primary schools: 

celebrating the first year of the no outsiders project. To book contact sylvia.briggs@sunderland.ac.uk

	22
All day (till July 1st)

All day
	Madrid

Pollock Halls,

Edinburgh
	Europride http://www.culturekiosque.com/travel/item11225.htm 

Crossing the Strands: Equality for All 2007
Thriving in a diversity & equality environment: A conference for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Equality http://www.equality-network.org/equalityforall2007 for details

	23
All day
	Edinburgh
	Pride Scotia http://www.pride-scotia.org/ 

	24
	
	

	25
5-7
	London
	Challenging homophobia in primary schools: 

celebrating the first year of the no outsiders project. To book contact N.Syed@ioe.ac.uk


	26
	
	

	27
5-7
6.30 pm
	Newcastle

	Challenging homophobia in primary schools: 

celebrating the first year of the no outsiders project. To book contact sylvia.briggs@sunderland.ac.uk
Goods and Services seminar for solicitors. Speakers: Sarah Bourke, Adam Straw and Lou Hart (Camden LGBT Forum) Telephone 020 7841 6100 Facsimile 020 7841 6199 E-mail clerks@tooks.co.uk


	28
All day (and 29th)
6.30 pm
	Congress House
Tooks Chambers Chambers of Michael Mansfield QC
8 Warner Yard
Warner Street
London EC1R 5EY
DX 68 Chancery Lane

	TUC LGBT Conference
Current Issues in LGBT Immigration and Asylum law: Navtej Singh Ahluwalia, Wesley Gryk. Telephone 020 7841 6100 Facsimile 020 7841 6199 E-mail clerks@tooks.co.uk. Clear diaries for a fund raising event on July 13th


	29
	
	

	30
All day
	London
	Pride London

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	


COMING SOON
National lgbt health summit in august
	Almost a hundred places have already been booked for the 2nd National Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Health Summit on the 20th & 21st August, so don't forget to get you registration form in asap! The Summit will be opened by a series of keynote speakers including Rt Hon Hazel Blears and Councillor Paul Fairweather from Manchester City Council and the Bishop of Manchester, confirmed speakers include people such as Surrinder Sharma, Director of Equality and Human Rights at the Department of Health and Alex Whinnon, Director of GMCVS.
The National LGBT Health Summit for the second year is going to bring together people from across the UK to discuss, debate and share learning and good practice in supporting a healthier and empowered LGB and T community. You can find out more about the 2006 summit at www.lgbthealth.co.uk 
There have been over 35 abstracts submitted for workshops and this years Summit promises to be both challenging and exciting in delivering a wide range of learning and discussion spaces as well as some thought provoking plenaries and a fantastic social evening and Mayoral reception. The draft programme has been posted on the website. 
To register for the summit please go to www.lgbthealth.co.uk and download the registration form then either email it to registration@lgbthealth.co.uk  or send it to Health Summit 2007, Lesbian & Gay Foundation, 105/107 Princess Street, Manchester M1 6DD
Children's conference on emotional well being in London
Calling everyone and any one who works with 5-11 year olds in London.
We are holding a children's conference (designed by primary aged children,
for primary aged children) to hear their voices on emotional support, what
skills they feel that someone offering emotional support should have, what
quality emotional support looks like in their eyes and what they feel helps
to build resilience and enable children to stay emotionally healthy through
troubled times.
We would like to hear from children with and with out emotional
difficulties, so you do not need to be from a specialist service.
The conference will be held at the Office of the Children's Commissioner, 1
London Bridge, on July 6th -from 10.00 until 1.00 (lunch included).
If people would like to attend but need letters to be written to schools to
explain their absence on that day, YoungMinds is happy to undertake that
communication.
This is an exciting opportunity for younger children to feed in to having a
voice at a national level on mental health and emotional well-being.
Attached is an outreach flier, booking form, photographic consent form and
information for adults about YoungMinds and how this conference feeds in to
shaping mental health services. Please feel free to forward this on to other
people who you feel might be interested, but book early to avoid
disappointment!
Carly Raby
Young People's Participation Manager
YoungMinds
48-50 St John Street
London EC1M 4DG
Email: carly.raby@youngminds.org.uk
Mobile: 07905 672 029
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/



COMMUNITY/ HELP
Wanted: Coordinator for LGBT Youth Film Project‎
	
	Sticks & Stones
The Rural Media Company is seeking to offer a freelance contract, starting
in July 2007, for a Project Coordinator, with a very good understanding of the
issues surrounding homophobic bullying, and those that can affect young
gays and lesbians growing up in a rural area.
Sticks & Stones takes an entirely new approach to engaging and supporting
young people at risk of victimisation and homophobic bullying. It will utilise
the latest social networking software and the internet, to enable 50 young
people aged 16-25 years, from across the UK to connect with TV professionals and
celebrities from the arts and media and to generate new ideas and scripts
for 4 short films. A residential will bring 20 young people to Herefordshire to
make the films with a professional film crew. Educational resources will
accompany the films on DVD, and be distributed to youth work professionals and schools.
The films will also be exchanged amongst young people via websites, e-mail,
video, i-pods and mobile phones.
Please go to the opportunities page on our website:
http://www.ruralmedia.co.uk/index.php?page_id=4 for a job description or to register your interest in taking part. The project is funded by the Camelot Foundation's Transforming Lives programme and will
be led and managed by The Rural Media Company.
Appeal to Men Convicted Under the Gross Indecency Act
Camden LGBT Forum would like to be contacted by anyone convicted under the Gross Indecency Act and currently on the Sex Offenders Register whose conviction involved having consenting sex with someone who would now be considered as being over the age of consent.  We are also interested in hearing from anyone who was convicted following entrapment. Please contact Lou Hart at lou.hart@camdenlgbtforum.org.uk. 
Calling Lesbian Artists in the UK since 1945

‘The project for the twenty-first century must be inclusive and multi-centred.  Lesbian artists and lesbian cultural expression have the potential to not only empower lesbians, gays, and women, but also by critiquing the politics, language, and culture of patriarchy, to play a major role in the empowering of marginalized people’s.  It is only through an understanding of our connectedness to others, a connectedness that can embrace difference and individual expression, that we will be able to withstand the reactionary forces at work today’.  

(Hammond, 2000: 185)

Are you an older artist (Fine Art, any media, ‘practicing’ or not) who has grown up in the UK and self-identifies as lesbian?   Would you like to participate in a PhD project, which will examine the development of your creativity, and it’s links to lesbian sexuality?  I am interested in your ‘growing up story’ as a creative lesbian artist.  I am also interested to hear from student artists who are lesbian to ascertain the present situation in the UK.
Little has been written of artists who are lesbian in the UK in comparison to the situation in Canada and the USA.  The purpose of this study is to examine the situation for creative artists in the UK over the past 50 years and to tell hidden stories in order to validate lesbian lives.  The effects of post 1945 socio/political changes in the UK (such as feminism, gay liberation and educational changes) will also be analysed for impact on creative development.  Potential inequalities for lesbians in Art & Design education will be addressed and suggestions may be made for the future.  

Artists will be interviewed over a period of time using a combination of methods, which will include face-to-face interviews, email contact and recorded phone conversations.  All interviews will be held at a time convenient to the artist and any information given will be treated confidentially.  Pseudonyms can be used throughout the project, which will be completed by 2012.

As an MPhil/PhD student with the Art & Design Faculty of De Montfort University, Leicester I am an older lesbian feminist who has been interested in and made art throughout my life.  I graduated with a BA (Hons) Fine Art in 1998 when I researched the lives and work of lesbian artists as part of my graduate studies.  During that time it was clear there was a lack of available resources and that lesbian art and artists were excluded from art criticism and theory in Art & Design curricula. 

If you are interested in telling me about your life and work, please contact me at Dwalke01@dmu.ac.uk 
‘In writing there are only little black marks on white paper, but those marks must become living things, so charged with power and passion and imagination and truth that they are capable of transporting the reader into any world, any mood, and to influence her perhaps for a lifetime’.  

(Ferber, 1963: 157)



Gay’s the word appeal

The UK’s only LGB T bookshop, Gay’s the Word, is facing closure after 28 years of trading. To see how you can help go to http://freespace.virgin.net/gays.theword/
WHAT THEY SAID
Perhaps Edinburgh's moral majority were worried it would lower the tone of behaviour in the lap dancing bars and binge-drink boozers along Lothian Road?

Stephen Jardine on people who wrote the Evening News in Edinburgh demanding that the SNP ban a Gay Men’s Chorus concert (Scotsman 31-05-07)
"I would say to any victim of homophobic crime have faith in the police, but just don't expect too much from the rubbish judicial system." 

Greg Rattey, LGBT advisor to Herts. Constabulary (Harlow Herald 31-05-07)

"I'm sure I'm not the first person this has happened to, but I might be the first person who has been okay driving it around, putting it out there and letting people become more aware of it and decide, you know, how do we stop this from happening?"

NY college student Erin Davies, who had ‘UR Gay’ and ‘Fag’ sprayed on her VW Beetle by homophobes. She has no intention of removing the graffiti. She travels around in it and calls it the ‘Fagbug’. (After Ellen 30-05-07)

it is highly unlikely that Westerners arriving to lecture Russians about gay rights will do anything to help gay people in that country. On the contrary, it might even set back the cause of gay liberation in Russia and elsewhere in the East. 

Emily Hill on Peter Tatchell (Spiked 30-05-07)
"I am pretty repulsed by gay and lesbianism (sic). I think it is wrong. 

	
	


"I think that those people harm themselves and - without caring about it - harm society. 
"That doesn't mean to say that I hate them. I mean, I hate what they do." 
Ian Paisley Junior (BBC News 24 30-05-07)

"Our research proves that 29% of young people have actually attempted suicide because of homophobia in society and I think these comments are very concerning."
NI gay activist Andrew Muir (same)
Does not the life of Mary Cheney, born to God-fearing parents in a home of presumably high moral tone, and herself an activist in the Republican Party that has exploited homophobia for temporal political advantage, definitively answer the argument that homosexuality is not a fickle choice but a facet of the natural order of things? On what basis could this nation logically deny Mary Cheney the right to equal participation in any aspect of our publicly governed life, be it through military or civic institutions?

Robert Scheer on Dick Cheney’s lesbian daughter (Rights and Liberties 30-05-07)
"I noticed that he has a purse, but I didn't realize he's a boy. At first I thought that must be a bother for him. Later I learned that there could be some hidden homosexual undertones."
Ewa Sowinska, Poland’s Ombudsman for Children’s Rights, on Tinky Winky (Washington Post 29-05-07). She proposed to use child psychologists to see if Teletubbies promoted homosexuality. She is nominated for Off/Beat’s Idiot of the Year Award/.

"They are fictional characters, they have nothing to do with reality, and the bag and scissors and other props the fictional characters use are there to create a fictional world that speaks to children. We are not going to deal with this issue any more." 

Wieslawa Lipinska, spokeswoman for Sowinska, the next day (same). Backpedalling.

"If it had been like it is now 17 years ago, I would not have emigrated."

Tom McFeely, a Glaswegian gay who has just won the legal right to ban heterosexuals from his bar in Australia. He says he left Scotland because of homophobia. (Scotsman 29-05-07)

“I’m convinced that this is right, but life is actually harsher now that it was before; it’s a lot more stressful. You gain in one bit and you lose in the rest really. Before it was okay, because it was only in my mind that the battle was on. Now it involves everything: my mind, my physical body and other people. But it’s one of these things where you’ve got to work on it.”

M/F trans at York University, on making the change. (Nouse 30-05-07)

"When you use words that demean a person because of their sexual orientation, race or gender, you send a message of hate. A very powerful message. But we all have the power to demand better from one another and from ourselves. We have the power to heal and change the world by the words we use."

Isaiah Washington, post-counselling, in a public announcement (365Gay 24-05-07)

"I would urge all gay people to show respect and understanding for Presbyterians. It is not their fault that they are so often bitter homophobes... 
"LGBT people should stretch out the hand of friendship to those in our society still afflicted by religion, and help them to see the light." 

P.A Mag Lochlainn, the President of the Northern Ireland Gay Rights Association, without a hint of irony. (PinkNews 23-05-07)

“More and more often, we see young heterosexual women carving their bodies into porno Barbie dolls and lesbian women altering themselves into transmen. Our distorted cultural norms are making women feel compelled to use medical advances to change themselves, instead of working to change the world.”

Catherine Crouch, director of the controversial film The Gendercator (New York Blade 01-06-07)
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Patrons: 


Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council, 


Sir Ian McKellen

















