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LGBT History Month bulletin 36
Welcome to the 36th LGBT History month bulletin. There are five sections:

· News: LGBTHM, national and international bulletin

· Events: a calendar of shows, conferences and meetings before the month

· Coming soon: advance notice of events after the month 

· Community and help: a billboard for groups to make contact for research etc.

· What they said: a new section with LGBT quotes from the news
NEWS

Sue Sanders and Paul Patrick, Co-Chairs of LGBT History Month stand in front of the  booth for London’s Pride Celebration. 
Blog

You may have noticed it already and paid it a visit. LGBT History Month is now offering a blog (or weblog). This is a new space for friends of History Month to find news, information, notice of events, tips, press releases, articles and possibly discussions about the LGBT community in the UK and its history. You can subscribe to receive notice of the very regular updates either through a news reader (thanks to RSS feeds) or by email. We hope you will enjoy it. The blog can be accessed from the News page of the website. If you are not sure what a blog is, you can also find a link there explaining what they are and how they work.  www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk 

Pride

Despite pouring rain and attempted terrorist attacks, LGBT History Month joined the National union of Teachers and Schools OUT at London Pride 2007 on Saturday 30th June. We hope to have a presence at all the Pride events nationwide. Please look out for us and pay us a visit. Our next Pride events will be in Lincolnshire on Saturday 21st June, Brighton on Saturday 28th June, Brighton on 4th August, with more to come! See Calendar below for Pride events this month. 

Were You There?

Anthony Smith and Grace Chapman are working on a documentary about Pride in Riga, Belfast and London during the 70’s and would love to interview anyone who was there. They want to capture the historical perspective of Pride celebrations through personal stories. To find out more or to get involved, check out their website at: www.ageconcern.org.uk/openingdoors 
DfES allows Faith Exemption

The Department for Education and Skills is telling homophobic teachers on its website that the Equality Act doesn’t really apply to them. The site, teachernet, reassures teachers that if their school’s religious doctrine, or their personal religious doctrine declares homosexuality to be a sin, they may express that viewpoint if questioned by a pupil. 
The NUT, NASUWT, UCU and the ATL have drafted a letter of protest, and the TUC LGBT Conference last week passed an emergency motion condemning this advice.

The Equality Act (Sexual Orientation) Regulations 2007 stated that discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation is unlawful in schools; and that individuals have the right to seek damages and redress through the courts if they have been discriminated against because of their sexual orientation. 

Direct and indirect discrimination - along with victimising someone - are all forms of unlawful discrimination. Direct discrimination is when a person is treated less favourably than another person is, or would be, in the same circumstances because of their sexual orientation. Indirect discrimination happens when a provision or practice is applied to everyone but only affects a particular sexual orientation and victimising someone is treating someone less favourably because of their relationship to these regulations. Where these regulations cause concern is their exemption for faith schools. 
However, according to the DfES, schools that teach Religious Education according to locally agreed syllabuses in a homophobic or religiously intolerant school are legally allowed to declare homosexuality as a sin. 
This applies to student to teacher interactions as well as general policies put in place by the administration. This gap is a major problem for enforcing a climate of safety and acceptance for LGBT people with in schools of faith. It also sets up a loophole in which local schools and communities that are homophobic can bypass the law’s requirement to protect the safety of LGBT students and teachers.
School’s OUT’s Tony Fenwick said, “What’s the point in Government introducing equality legislation if its departments can tell people to ignore it? You couldn’t make this up.” 
Stonewall Education For All Conference

At the Stonewall conference on July 5th, Kevin Brennan, a former teacher and newly appointed Children’s Minister, spoke about the need for teachers and administrators to punish homophobic bullying in the same way as racist bullying. Brennan declared, “Insulting homophobic remarks are overheard by almost every school child. To ignore this problem is to collude with it. The blind eye to casual name calling, looking the other way because it is the easy option, is simply intolerable.”  Brennan continued, saying that it is necessary to give teachers the skills and knowledge to combat homophobic language and intolerance. According to a recent survey from the Association of Teachers and Lecturers, a disturbing seven in ten teachers are aware of verbal homophobic bullying but don’t have the training to deal with it. 

Association of Teachers and Lecturers Survey

Some of the findings from the survey found that: homophobic bullying is evident at the primary school level, 98% of members were not aware or offered training around homophobic bullying, 96% of members were not aware or did not have a specific anti-homophobic bullying policy at their school or college and 11% of members were aware of physical homophobic bullying. 
J-FLAG

Jamaica has recently been described as one of the most homophobic places in the world. After the murder of gay activist Brian Williamson in June, the murder toll of gay men since 1997 has risen to 30.  Homophobia in Jamaica has been made very public through the lyrics of its reggae artists. Reggae star Buju Banton stands trial for his assault on a group of gay men. To find out more about the work that is being done in Jamaica to fight against the persecution of LGBT people, go to the Jamaica Forum for Lesbians, All-Sexuals and Gays www.jflag.org
Moscow Arrests

Moscow police colluded with skinheads to break up this year’s Pride celebration. After the skirmish, which was instigated and ignored by the police, 18 Russian demonstrators for LGBT rights were taken into custody along with 12 skinheads. Two members of the European Parliament were detained as well. The Mayor of Moscow described the idea of a gay pride parade as satanic and denied the marchers a permit. The Human Rights Watch and the European Region of the International Lesbian and Gay Association sent out briefings last month criticizing the actions of the police and the hostile climate in Russia.
Romania Pride Attack

14 LGBT rights protestors were arrested in Romania for intervening with homophobic protestors. On the same day of the gay pride parade, a large group created a “march of normality” to protest pride. The pride parade marchers were met with homophobic signs, eggs, tomatoes, rocks, fireworks and gas bombs. Police ended up using tear gas, and about 100 protestors were arrested.
Isaiah Washington

Grey’s Anatomy star apologises after homophobic slur to Patrick Dempsey and then gets fired. After being fired, Washington said racism was a factor for his firing. ABC didn’t comment on Washington’s account, but issued a statement saying that his homophobic actions were “unacceptable.” 
EVENTS
Events from the 10th July to August are listed in the calendar below.

	When
	Where
	What

	10
	
	

	11

7-9pm

2-4:30pm
	Terrence Higgins Trust, 34 Waterloo Place, Inverness Scotland IV1 1NB

PACE 34 Hartham Road

London N7 9JL
	Inverness: Safety Issues for Transgender People. An informal discussion, led by Malcolm Raeburn of the Northern Constabulary about how trans people can protect themselves and how they police can protect them. 

Support group for lesbian and bisexual women with chronic illnesses or disabilities. New weekly group provides facilitated, safe and supportive environment to share stories and grow.

	12

2:30-5pm
	BFI Southbank Studio


	Session One: Then and Now. The first of a series of free monthly afternoon screenings and discussions for older member of the LGBT communities to share their experiences and memories through archive film. For more information go to www.bfi.org.uk/generationsoflove   


	13

7-9:30pm
	
	shOUT: Mixed lesbian, gay and bisexual youth group for under 21s in Wandsworth. If you want to make new friends in a relaxing environment then shOUTs the place to be!  0208 871 4698

	14

7:45 -12am
	Jacksons Lane Cmmu Ctr.

269a Archway Rd

London N6 5AA
	Waltzing with Hilda: A Women-only Latin and ballroom dancing club. 

Oxford Pride

Bournemouth Pride

	15

12-9pm

5pm


	Finsbury Park

Church of the Assumption

Warwick Street Soho

London W1B 5NB

East Dulwich Cmmu Ctr.

46-64 Darrell Rd.

London SE22 9NL
	Rise Festival 2007: This is the seventh year that the Mayor of London has organized this free festival to oppose racism and celebrate the diversity of London.  Featuring acts from the world of hip-hop, indie, pop, jazz and reggae. 

Soho Masses: Mass for LGBT Catholics and their parents, families and friends. First and third Sunday of the month, all are welcome.

South London Lesbian Mums Group: Support and social group for lesbian parents and their children. Welcomes children of all ages.

0787 676 2245

	16
2-4:30pm

6:30-9:30pm
	PACE 34 Hartham Road

London N7 9JL

Archway, London
	Support group for lesbian and bisexual women with chronic illnesses or disabilities. New weekly group provides facilitated, safe and supportive environment to share stories and grow.

Girl Diva: If you are under 25 and lesbian, bisexual or questioning, the Girl Diva may be for you. You can get information, advice and support. 

	17


	
	

	18


	
	

	19

12:00pm


	
	Nominations due for 2007 National LGBT Summit Awards. The National LGBT Health Summit honours and recognises individuals who have contributed to the promotion of LGBT health in the fields of research, employment, awareness, and to community organizations. LGBTHealthUK@aol.com 


	20

7:30pm
	Cadogan Hall


	London Gay Men’s Choir  “Bad Boys Tour”  Find tickets online at www.cadoganhall.com/showpage.php?pid=388 


	21

7:30pm
	Cadogan Hall


	London Gay Men’s Choir  “Bad Boys Tour”  Find tickets online at www.cadoganhall.com/showpage.php?pid=389 
Lincolnshire Pride

Margate Pride

	22


	
	Lincolnshire Pride

	23

6:30-9:30pm
	Archway, London
	Girl Diva: If you are under 25 and lesbian, bisexual or questioning, the Girl Diva may be for you. You can get information, advice and support.



	24

7pm
	The Glass Bar


	Shugs the Word: Book club for lesbian and bisexual women of African, African-Caribbean and Asian descent.



	25


	
	

	26


	
	

	27

7-9:30pm
	
	shOUT: Mixed lesbian, gay and bisexual youth group for under 21s in Wandsworth. If you want to make new friends in a relaxing environment then shOUTs the place to be!  0208 871 4698

	28


	
	Nottingham Pride

Hull and East Riding Pride

Brighton and Hove Pride (28th to 4th August)

Belfast Pride (28th to 4th August)

Oldham Pride 

	29
	
	

	30


	
	

	31

6-8:30pm


	Leyton, East London


	Beau Belles: A safe place for you people to meet, make friends and get support. Runs workshops and trips out as well as providing advice and information.  0208 430 7090




COMING SOON
National lgbt health summit in august
	Almost a hundred places have already been booked for the 2nd National Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Health Summit on the 20th & 21st August, so don't forget to get you registration form in asap! The Summit will be opened by a series of keynote speakers including Rt Hon Hazel Blears and Councillor Paul Fairweather from Manchester City Council and the Bishop of Manchester, confirmed speakers include people such as Surrinder Sharma, Director of Equality and Human Rights at the Department of Health and Alex Whinnon, Director of GMCVS. 

The National LGBT Health Summit for the second year is going to bring together people from across the UK to discuss, debate and share learning and good practice in supporting a healthier and empowered LGB and T community. You can find out more about the 2006 summit at www.lgbthealth.co.uk 
There have been over 35 abstracts submitted for workshops and this years Summit promises to be both challenging and exciting in delivering a wide range of learning and discussion spaces as well as some thought provoking plenaries and a fantastic social evening and Mayoral reception. The draft programme has been posted on the website. 
To register for the summit please go to www.lgbthealth.co.uk and download the registration form then either email it to registration@lgbthealth.co.uk  or send it to Health Summit 2007, Lesbian & Gay Foundation, 105/107 Princess Street, Manchester M1 6DD
Children's conference on emotional well being in London
Calling everyone and any one who works with 5-11 year olds in London. We are holding a children's conference (designed by primary aged children, for primary aged children) to hear their voices on emotional support, what skills they feel that someone offering emotional support should have, what quality emotional support looks like in their eyes and what they feel helps to build resilience and enable children to stay emotionally healthy through troubled times.
We would like to hear from children with and with out emotional difficulties, so you do not need to be from a specialist service. The conference will be held at the Office of the Children's Commissioner, 1
London Bridge, on July 6th -from 10.00 until 1.00 (lunch included). If people would like to attend but need letters to be written to schools to explain their absence on that day, YoungMinds is happy to undertake that communication.
This is an exciting opportunity for younger children to feed in to having a voice at a national level on mental health and emotional well-being. 

Carly Raby Young People's Participation Manager YoungMinds
48-50 St John Street
London EC1M 4DG
Email: carly.raby@youngminds.org.uk  Mobile: 07905 672 029 www.youngminds.org.uk
Risk and Resilience
A day conference on issues and practice related to Mental Health and LGBT Young People. Risk and Resilience will provide a unique opportunity to gain an overview of the mental health experience of LGBT young people through practitioners and young people. Sharing examples of positive practice will form a major part of the conference. The aims of the conferences are: a) to raise awareness of the mental health needs of LGBT young people b) to develop the skills of relevant professionals in promoting the emotional well-being of LGBT young people c) to add to the knowledge base regarding the mental health experiences of LGBT young people.

Wednesday 31 October 2007 from 10:00am to 4:00pm. Chancellors’ Conference Ctr, Manchester M14 6NN

Homotopia: Queer Core

Homotopia invites producers, community artists, promoters and professional artists to submit work for consideration for its autumn festival to be held at carious venues across Liverpool between 1st -18th November. Homotopia seeks work in various art forms such as live performances from theatermakers, musicians dance artists, performance artists, writers, artists and comedians/cabaret/vaudeville acts. 

Beautiful Things Collection

IN the dark old days of British film and television any appearance from a lesbian or gay man was something to celebrate – even if they tended to be predatory bull dykes in sensible shoes or screaming nancy boys with a taste for angora. Join the Mediatheque on its queer odyssey to a time and place before Gram Norton.1st to 31st of July www.bfi.org.uk/whatson/southbankmediatheque  

COMMUNITY

Liverpool 08

“The Transgender Community should lead in promoting events for Pride 08. WE are often tagged on the end of LBG and after the success of the “Dysphoria Transgender Conference” we want to raise our profile even higher. A Transgender Conference/Events would be unique to the 08 celebrations and show Liverpool as a diverse city. I propose a meeting of interested parties in the next couple of weeks at a convenient time, preferably after work hours, where we can discuss the format of the event and how we would fund it.” Please contact me by email: penny@transwirral.zzn.com  Many thanks, Penelope Bassi
WHO SAID THAT!?
“I was told by my line manager that I was ‘damaged’ because I am gay and that I would never find happiness.”

Teacher in Wales (Western Mail 05-07-07)

'He told me there was a specialist for people like me and gave me an address. When I got there it was a vet. I called him and he said, "What did you expect? You are an animal".' 
Lech Wojtewski, 23, from Warsaw, said his doctor had referred him to a vet when he went to for a check-up (Guardian Unlimited 01-07-06)

“Hip-hop is bigoted toward gay and lesbian people, and yet the larger quarters of even polite black society aren't upset by that. They are talking about what hip-hop says about black women. They haven't mentioned anything about gay or lesbian people because they share the homophobia of hip-hop, which is an irony.”

Michael Eric Dyson (Philadelphia PaperNet 02-07-07)

"If someone is taught from an early age that homosexuality is wrong and sinful, then later in life realises they are attracted to the same sex, they are likely to have a strong sense of self hatred. Assuming that living within this homogeny would limit exposure to cultural and social differences this may foster a lack of tolerance to difference, including lack of tolerance to homosexuality.'' 
Chris Wilson of the Gay and Lesbian Counselling Service of NSW, commenting on that finding that 40% of Tasmanians think homosexuality immoral. (St George and Sutherland Leader

"No ban was going to stop me seeing Mel."

Shelley Dahl on being refused permission to visit her partner in an Adelaide hospital, where hospital visiting rights are not covered by law. (SX 04-07-07)

"Sometimes we don't talk about it in the churches. It has been an aspect of sometimes a homophobia, that we don't address this issue as clearly as it needs to be. The African American community is weakened. It has a disease to its immune system." 

Barack Obama on HIV AIDS (RH Reality Check 05-07-07)

Secretary of State CONDOLEEZZA RICE might not be a lesbian.

(Washington Blade 06-07-07)

“In order to qualify for asylum under the terms of the 1951 United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, to which the United Kingdom is a signatory, an applicant must show that he has a well-founded fear of persecution on the grounds of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion.”

Opening paragraph of letter refusing asylum to lesbian Florence. Victim of a forced marriage, repeatedly raped and under threat of genital mutilation (all because of her sexuality) she may have to return to Sierra Leone because sexual orientation isn’t in the list. (Nouse 20-06-07)

It is just about 170-odd years since the blacks in Jamaica have been freed from slavery, and the painful memory of the colonial masters’ sodomisation still lingers. It may take another 400 to 500 years before Jamaicans become more tolerant to homosexual activities.

Minister John Hardy on why Jamaicans have a problem with gays (Queerty 19-06-07). He alleges white masters ritually anally raped seditious slaves.
Homosexual behaviour can be conquered as evidenced by the thousands of people who have completely given up the lifestyle.

Another of his pearls of wisdom (same)

“with very limited funds and resources, the Park is not able to tell the full life stories of the many heroes and heroines who made such a difference to the outcome of the war.”

Caroline Murdoch on why Alan Turing’s statue in Bletchley Park makes no mention of his sexual orientation (Gay.com 19-06-07)
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Patrons: 


Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council, 


Sir Ian McKellen

















