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LGBT History Month bulletin 38
Welcome to the 38th LGBT History month bulletin. There are five sections:

· News: LGBTHM, national and international bulletin

· Events: a calendar of shows, conferences and meetings before the month

· Coming soon: advance notice of events after the month 

· Community and help: a billboard for groups to make contact for research etc.

· What they said: a new section with LGBT quotes from the news
NEWS
LGBT History Month Celebrates Our Health!
We are dedicating a page on our website to LGBT health issues, health history, health resources and current health campaigns. 
We want this page to be as inclusive and comprehensive as possible. This space will contain biographies, timelines, current issues and links to all those organisations working in the field, with their logo and a brief summary of what they do. 
We are looking for your organisation's logo and a brief summary of who you are and the services you provide.
Do you have an account of the history of your organisation?
Do you have a piece of LGBT health history that you might share or some research that you can provide? 
Do you have any issues which you would like to raise or comments you would like to make?
If you do, please contact: 
Jacob Breslow
lgbthmhealth@gmail.com
History month at Pride

LGBT History Month made its presence felt at Brighton Pride, Manchester Pride and the FREE Get Bent Manchester Pride celebration in August. For pictures go to our website www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk  
Russell T. Grant supports new website for LGBT Teenagers
A new website aimed at tackling homophobic bullying in rural areas has been set up. The site, called Sticks and Stones, is based in Herefordshire and has Lottery grant support. Supporters and contributors to the site include Russell T. Davies and ex-Big brother inmate Josh Rafter. www.ruralmedia.co.uk/sticks
Meanwhile…

A new online magazine is available for young people who support diversity. Hot, Wild and Free is in its third month and challenges the parameters of ‘gay youth’ as presented in the scene-oriented gay media. www.hot-wild-and-free.co.uk 
September sees launch of trans reading group 

The first meeting of the Trans reading group will take place at 2 pm on Saturday September 15th at the Oxford House Café.
http://www.londontown.com/LondonInformation/Attraction/Oxford_House/8f20/#MAP Bring along books, essays, poems that you've always wanted to discuss with other trans and genderqueer people. Bring texts you love, or texts you hate - e.g. texts written about transpeople but from a distorting or pathologising perspective. Bear in mind that transpeople are diverse in terms of race, class, disability and gender expression when picking texts that you want to suggest. [image: image6.jpg]



For the first meeting, we propose the following two articles/interviews which are available online:

http://www.workers.org/ww/1998/sylvia0702.php
Leslie Feinberg interviews Sylvia Rivera

'I'm glad I was in the Stonewall riot' 

http://www.bmezine.com/news/pubring/20070804.html
Ashley Crawford: Post-Gender Body modification is a personal choice.

'Primarily, my genitals are the site of erotic pleasure rather than a

symbol of my identity or politics. My primary interest in changing

my genitals is to enable me to do new and interesting sexual things.' 

Please let us know if you can make it. Any queries contact e/j at stechnicolor@gmail.com or Jin at j.haritaworn@hotmail.co.uk. 

We look forward to hearing from you,

Jin and E/J.
Uk’s only known bisexual mp addresses the humanists

Member of the Scottish Parliament, Patrick Harvie, will be addressing an audience of the Gay and Lesbian Humanist Association (GALHA) on Saturday 8th September. All Scottish Humanists are being invited to attend the event at the Best Western Bruntsfield Hotel in Edinburgh. Patrick Harvie MSP is a supporter and Vice President of GALHA. He was targeted by the Scottish Christian Party in an underhand and homophobic campaign during the May 2007 elections because of his staunch defence of gay equality and secularism. Since the resounding defeat of the Scottish Christian Party, Patrick Harvie MSP has continued to promote LGBT equality in the Scottish Parliament. Patrick is a member of the Green Party.

Research shows men married in the middle ages
Civil unions between male couples existed around 600 years ago in 
medieval Europe, said Allan Tulchin, a historian of Shippensburg University in 
Pennsylvania.
“Western family structures have been much more varied than many people 
today seem to realize," Tulchin writes in the September issue of the 
Journal of Modern History. "And Western legal systems have in the past 
made provisions for a variety of household structures.”
For example, he found legal contracts from late medieval France that 
referred to the term "affrèrement, " In the contract, the "brothers" pledged to live together sharing "un 
pain, un vin, et une bourse," (that's French for one bread, one wine and 
one purse). But non-relatives also used the contracts. In cases that involved 
single, unrelated men, Tulchin argues, these contracts provide 
“considerable evidence that the affrèrés were using affrèrements to 
formalize same-sex loving relationships. "
"I suspect that some of these relationships were sexual, while others 
may not have been," Tulchin said. "It is impossible to prove either way 
and probably also somewhat irrelevant to understanding their way of 
thinking. They loved each other, and the community accepted that.”
Chroma latest issue out now

The Chroma LGBT literary review, which also includes details of LGBT poetry anthologies and a 2007 LGBT poetry competition, can be read on http://www.chromajournal.co.uk/ordering   

Inman tribute

On Sunday 30 September 2007 at the Lyric Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue, the life of John Inman, who died on 8 March this year, will be celebrated by the Grand Order of Water Rats and the Entertainment Artists Benevolent Fund (of which Inman was Vice President). Amongst those stars due to take part in the tribute evening are: Trevor Bannister, Jess Conrad, Barry Cryer, Bobby Davro, Danny La Rue, Barbara Windsor and Norman Wisdom. Inman was best known for his TV role in Are You Being Served? as well as for his annual pantomime dame performances. Tickets are priced £20 to £50 and can be booked on 0870 890 1107.  From Whatsonstage.com
Make August Bank Holiday a historic LGBT event
Add your August Bank Holiday memories to the BBC's Memory Share Project.
Whether it was time gone by at the Manchester Mardi Gras, the Notting hill Carnival, a painful or pleasant weekend with the family, or just a quiet relaxing time away from it all - please make sure that lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans voices are heard in this excellent vox pop project.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/london/content/articles/2007/08/16/memoryshare_bank_holiday_feature.shtml
Manchester gay centre to be closed

Campaigners are reeling after the shock announcement that The Gay Centre in Manchester is to be closed. Following on from the public announcement by Manchester City Council Councillor Mary Murphy at last weekend's commercial pride women's space that "all the groups using the centre will be relocated elsewhere when the centre is shut down", amongst other comments, it would appear that every single lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex and non-heteronormative group and user of the centre is now threatened by it's closure.
The first meeting of the Save The Gay Centre Manchester Campaign Collective, to organise, lobby and petition as many people as possible to support the Sidney Street Centre in remaining open as a valuable resource in Central Manchester serving LGBTQI Communities and their allies all over Greater Manchester and the North West Region, took place on the 4th of September, but everyone is invited to be involved in the campaign to save the centre www.savethegaycentre@yahoo.co.uk 
Iranian lesbian facing deportation 
European Parliament President Hans Gert Pöettering has said he will write a letter to Prime Minister Gordon Brown regarding the fate of Pegah Emambakhsh, the Iranian lesbian woman who risks expulsion from Great Britain to Iran.
His actions follow proposals by Italian MEP Giusto Catania (PRC), representing the European United Left/Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL) Group in the European Parliament during today's Conference of Presidents, and Graham Watson, President of the Parliament's Liberal Group.
Pegah Emambakhsh, 40, who fled to Britain from Iran in 2005 after her partner was arrested and tortured, is due to be expelled this week after her bid for residency was rejected, according to a British advocacy group. 
If deported, Ms Emambakhsh risks physical violence and torture and a possible death sentence.
MEP Giusto Catania said in a statement: "Pöettering has the task of explaining to Gordon Brown that Pegah's expulsion to Iran would constitute a serious violation of human rights and international conventions and bring shame not only on a country like Great Britain but also on the European Union as a whole.
"I suggested to the President that he indicate Italy’s willingness to welcome Pegah, who is not guilty of any crime. 
"We strongly support Pegah and I am sure that all European parliamentarians will continue to follow her case very closely."
The European Parliament Presidency has committed to sending the letter without delay.
Meanwhile, gay rights proponents and left-wing politicians rallied for her cause in a protest on Monday outside the British embassy in Italy.
The main Italian gay rights group, Arcigay, led about 100 people in a protest Monday evening outside the British embassy.
INTERNATIONAL

	Hungarian minister Gábor Szetey, who came out at Budapest Pride, is seen here standing outside Auschwitz wearing a pink triangle. But he wasn’t at Auschwitz and he hasn’t worn a pink triangle. It was a fake photo, sent to the website of a local radio station by some joker. The good news is that people were outraged and the ‘Photo-shop joker’ was forced to apologise (Pesticide.hu 06-07-07). Incidentally, the last Hungarian politician to come out did so 1,111 years ago.

Here is a mug-shot of Larry Craig, the ex-US Republican senator who hasn’t come out and remains in denial about what he did in that toilet. He has resigned, his career is in tatters and his party has abandoned him. The media are spewing out homophobic comments like it’s going out of fashion. He denies he’s gay and has consistently supported anti-LGBT legislation; most notably civil partnerships. Still, we mustn’t gloat.

	


EVENTS
Western Boys – the face of transmen in the south west
Western Boys is a support group offering guidance for all female to male (FTM) identified people.  They are organising a National Conference for FTMs in September 2007 in Bath.  If you would like further information about the conference please contact by post to Steve Leather, 5a Mantle Street, Wellington, Somerset, TA21 8AR.
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12-8 pm

9:30 – 4 pm
6.30 pm

	Kings Meadow Park (parade through town centre)

Brierton Community Sports Centre.
Best Western Bruntsfield Hotel
Edinburgh

	Reading Pride. Last UK pride festival of the year. www.readingpride.co.uk 

Hartlepool Gaymes. For more details please call 01429 236790, or see www.hartgables.com
Scottish Humanists £21 three course dinner. GALHA members will also visit the many sights in Edinburgh. Patrick Harvie MSP guest speaker. www.galha.org 


	9
2-4 pm

8-late
	Drill Hall

Tottenham Court Road Tube

Buffalo Bar, 259 Upper Street (crn Holloway rd), London N1


	Lesbians Wanted’ - a workshop will be held to make a new community theatre show and programme telling stories by, for and about lesbians from the past 50 years.  Workshop date and times: 9, 16, 23, 30 September. Cost: £40/£25 (concessions).  020 7307 5060, www.drillhall.co.uk
WOTEVER GIG with Scream Club, Rizzo & Mr Meredith. A fun filled and music packed music night where Scream Club, US, Rizzo from Colchester and Mr Meredith, London get together and play LIVE MUSIC for you. The night will include everything from Cabaret, Alternative, Hip-Hop & Indie. Do Not Miss if you like music!!In between bands; DJ RockIt play super tunes! £5


	10
7-9 pm
	Drill Hall

Tottenham Court Road Tube


	Where are all the lesbian writers and performers?’  - a workshop looking for 15 lesbians to work towards developing new performances that reflect contemporary lesbian culture.  Cost: £50 for 5 workshops.
020 7307 5060, www.drillhall.co.uk

	11
N/A
	Women’s Resource Centre
	Debate: What’s feminism got to do with it? Contact Leah on info@wrc.org.uk  or 020 7324 3040 to request a booking form or download booking form.
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	15
2 pm
	Oxford House Café 
	Trans reading group www.londontown.com/LondonInformation/Attraction/Oxford_House/8f20/#MAP 

	16
2-4 pm

All day
	Drill Hall

Tottenham Court Road Tube
London Zoo, Regents Park
	Lesbians Wanted’ - a workshop will be held to make a new community theatre show and programme telling stories by, for and about lesbians from the past 50 years.  Workshop date and times: 9, 16, 23, 30 September. Cost: £40/£25 (concessions).  020 7307 5060, www.drillhall.co.uk
Gayday. 
www.zsl.org/zsl-london-zoo/whats-on/gay-sunday,213,EV.html" 

www.zsl.org/zsl-london-zoo/whats-on/gay-sunday,213,EV.html


	17
7-9 pm
	Drill Hall

Tottenham Court Road Tube


	Where are all the lesbian writers and performers?’  - a workshop looking for 15 lesbians to work towards developing new performances that reflect contemporary lesbian culture.  Cost: £50 for 5 workshops. 020 7307 5060, www.drillhall.co.uk
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	20
10-4.30
N/A
	Central School of School of Speech and Drama Embassy Theatre, Eton Avenue, London NW3 3HY, West Block, Rehearsal Room 1.
London
	Gendered Intelligence are holding a Trans Awareness Day: Professional Development for those Working with Young People on: Thursday 20th September, at:  The cost of the training is £120 per person (including lunch, tea and coffee) www.genderedintelligence.co.uk
London Friend is running a Stop Smoking Group for lesbian and bisexual women in partnership with Islington Primary Care Trust. The group is free of charge and will take place in central London.  Anyone interested can book a place by calling the free phone number 0800 093 9030
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N/A

2-4 pm
	Prince Edward Theatre
Drill Hall

Tottenham Court Road Tube
	On Sunday 23 September 2007 at the, Whatsonstage.com Award winner John Barrowman, now best known to TV fans from Torchwood and Any Dream Will Do, will host the Jerry Herman Gala. The evening will feature songs - such as “I Won’t Send Roses”, “I Am What I Am”, “The Best of Times”, “Tap Your Troubles Away” and “Put on Your Sunday Clothes” from Herman musicals including Hello Dolly, Mack and Mabel, Best of Times and La Cage Aux Folles - performed by West End and Broadway stars including Maria Friedman, Donald Pippin and Debbie Gravitte. Herman himself will also be appearing. Tickets are priced £15 to £40 and can be booked on 0870 850 9191.
Lesbians Wanted’ - a workshop will be held to make a new community theatre show and programme telling stories by, for and about lesbians from the past 50 years.  Workshop date and times: 9, 16, 23, 30 September. Cost: £40/£25 (concessions).  020 7307 5060, www.drillhall.co.uk

	24
7-9 pm
	Drill Hall

Tottenham Court Road Tube


	Where are all the lesbian writers and performers?’  - a workshop looking for 15 lesbians to work towards developing new performances that reflect contemporary lesbian culture.  Cost: £50 for 5 workshops. 020 7307 5060, www.drillhall.co.uk

	25
All day

N/A
	The Ibis, London
Vauxhall
	Conference: Best Practice In Tackling The Realities Of
Implementing Integrated And Seamless Services For
Smooth And Positive Transitions To Adulthood
For young people to succeed in society, they must have the skills necessary to participate effectively in the adult world. 

Tel: 020 8267 5000
Outburst Black Pride Festival. www.outburstfestival.org.uk 
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	30
N/A

2-4 pm
	Lyric Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue
Drill Hall

Tottenham Court Road Tube
	Tribute to John Inman. Tickets are priced £20 to £50 and can be booked on 0870 890 1107and www.Whatsonstage.com 
Lesbians Wanted’ - a workshop will be held to make a new community theatre show and programme telling stories by, for and about lesbians from the past 50 years.  Workshop date and times: 9, 16, 23, 30 September. Cost: £40/£25 (concessions).  020 7307 5060, www.drillhall.co.uk 
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COMING SOON
	Risk and Resilience
A day conference on issues and practice related to Mental Health and LGBT Young People. Risk and Resilience will provide a unique opportunity to gain an overview of the mental health experience of LGBT young people through practitioners and young people. Sharing examples of positive practice will form a major part of the conference. The aims of the conferences are: a) to raise awareness of the mental health needs of LGBT young people b) to develop the skills of relevant professionals in promoting the emotional well-being of LGBT young people c) to add to the knowledge base regarding the mental health experiences of LGBT young people.

Wednesday 31 October 2007 from 10:00am to 4:00pm. Chancellors’ Conference Ctr, Manchester M14 6NN

Homotopia: Queer Core

Homotopia invites producers, community artists, promoters and professional artists to submit work for consideration for its autumn festival to be held at carious venues across Liverpool between 1st -18th November. Homotopia seeks work in various art forms such as live performances from theatermakers, musicians dance artists, performance artists, writers, artists and comedians/cabaret/vaudeville acts. 
Stonewall awards evening
November 7th. To be hosted by John Barrowman. More next month
COMMUNITY

 Older LGB people and sexual health
 Samantha Nichols is a 3rd year BSc Hons Nursing student who is researching older people’s sexual health and is keen to hear from anyone who has done any work or study on the subject with older lesbians, gay men and bisexuals. A key aim of her research is to encourage health professionals to target more (and more relevant) sexual health information to this age cohort.  
If you can help or would like to find out more please contact Samantha at:c0506163@bcuc.ac.uk  Antony.Smith@ace.org.uk   
Liverpool 08

“The Transgender Community should lead in promoting events for Pride 08. WE are often tagged on the end of LBG and after the success of the “Dysphoria Transgender Conference” we want to raise our profile even higher. A Transgender Conference/Events would be unique to the 08 celebrations and show Liverpool as a diverse city. I propose a meeting of interested parties in the next couple of weeks at a convenient time, preferably after work hours, where we can discuss the format of the event and how we would fund it.” Please contact me by email: penny@transwirral.zzn.com  Many thanks, Penelope Bassi
Counselling in London

Ashiana individual counselling and support group. For further information, please contact 0208 539 0427 or Nital@ashiana.org.uk 
Volunteers Wanted To Advise Police On Gay Issues
The Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA), the governing body for Greater Manchester Police (GMP), is looking to recruit six new volunteers to become members of an independent advisory group (IAG) on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered issues which has been operating for just over a year.  Established to give advice and guidance on policing issues affecting the lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgendered (LGBT) communities, the group meets at least six times a year on a voluntary basis and members must either live or work in Greater Manchester.

In the last year, the group has been consulted on everything from day to day policing to major operations, and has assisted in the police control room during the Pride Festival, attended the scene of serious gay hate crimes, been involved in police training and advised on the policing of the canal side areas in and around Manchester city centre.  

IAG members will be given training and paid expenses. Further details about the work of the LGBT Independent Advisory Group and how to contact the group, visit www.gmpa.gov.uk or call 0161 793 3137.  Deadline for applications is 7 September 2007.
WHO SAID THAT!?
 "When 94% of the FORTUNE 500 Companies and 89% of the public support workplace equality, Congress is derelict by its failure to include GLBT

citizens in federal workplace discrimination protection." 

Malcolm Lazin, Executive Director, Equality Forum. So in the US, the private sector protects its LGBT staff (voluntarily) but the public sector doesn’t. (PRNewswire 29-08-07)

"Cornwall police have grave difficulty accepting homosexuality was decriminalised 40 years ago and gay people 'theoretically' now have equality in law, even in a gay backwater like Cornwall."

LGBT Cornwall Steering Group member after a Pride organizer was held by police for 16 hours without charge (PinkNews 28-08-07)

“A smart scholar once said: When a man and a woman walk down the street holding hands, they're saying something about their love. When two men do it, they're saying something about their sex life. This is still how many, and I would wager most, see the struggle for GLBT equality – as an impolite, perhaps disgusting, revelation of that which should be kept private. As if wedding rings, marriage benefits, pregnant wives, honeymoons, dating shows, romantic comedies – as if all of these are somehow "private" and not heteronorms drilled into our heads every day.”

Jay Michaelson (Zeek May 2004)

 “There are homosexual stories in the bible (sic), if you really want to look at them. The love between Ruth and Naomi and the love between David and Jonathan. If you look a bit closer at the story of the Centurian, his servant could possibly be viewed as a homosexual too but I wouldn’t want to go there.”

Reverend Heather Creighton of the Metropolitan Church in Burnley, Melbourne (samesame.com.au 02-09-07)

See you next month.
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Patrons: 


Cyril Nri, actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council, 


Sir Ian McKellen

















