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Welcome to the 42nd LGBT History Month Bulletin. There are five sections:

News: A selection of LGBT related news articles from the past month 
Events: a calendar of shows, conferences and meetings during early January
Coming Soon: advance notice of events occurring during the month
Community and Help: a billboard for groups to make contact for research etc.
What They Said: a new section with LGBT quotes from the news
News

Government stuffs north and south
The Arts Council is to cut the budgets of Queer Up North and London’s Drill Hall. This will mean the cancellation of the Queer Up North festival and the closure of the Drill Hall; the nation’s two foremost sites for queer arts and culture. Queer Up North launched the Big Gay Read in 2006 to coincide with LGBT History Month. The Drill Hall has just celebrated its 30th anniversary and is to house the Schools OUT Conference on February 3rd for the third year running. The impact of these cuts is devastating and cannot be over-estimated. Both institutions have until the 15th of January to appeal.

If you want to help and support the Drill Hall and QUN in their battle against the faceless pin stripes go to http://www.queerupnorth.com/index2.php  and http://www.drillhall.co.uk/ and sign their petitions. If you have time, write to the Arts Council and tell them what you think. Be polite of course. Go to http://arts.guardian.co.uk/funding/story/0,,2228648,00.html for more information


Government responds to trans e-petition

The Prime Minister’s Office has replied to a recent epetition concerning trans discrimination. The petition demanded the Government act to ban discrimination in the provision of goods and services for trans people and that in particular it would prevent religious groups claiming special dispensation and end the post code lottery that trans people experience in the Health Service’s dealing with gender dysphoria. 
The Government has committed itself in its response to bringing transsexuals (people undergoing or having undergone sexual reassignment) under the protection offered other strands in the provision of goods and services, including what is offered by the NHS, but on the rest of the trans community it remains equivocal. While mentioning transgender and other forms of gender reassignment (than surgery?) in its response, it still seems clear that trans in Government language is about what is inside one’s pants rather than one’s head. But HMG is listening to Press for Change, so there is yet hope of a change of mind-set.
Get ready for LGBT History Month 2008

Are we ready for February 2008? The longest LGBT History Month in UK history? (It started in 2005 and 2008 is a leap year; do the maths!) We certainly are; and there are so many events going on that it has spilled into late January and early March. 

How can you celebrate LGBT History Month? Here’s how.

· Go to the website and check out what’s on in your area. Go to it.

· Organise a quiz in your local 

· Ask your local to organise a quiz

· Organise an event in your Union

· Organise an event in your workplace

· Organise an event in your library, or get your librarian to do so

· If you are in school, organise an event there. Look at the website for suggestions

· Go to see A Christmas Carol at the Drill Hall (January 13th) http://www.drillhall.co.uk/ 

· Go to the Schools OUT Conference at the Drill Hall (February 2nd) http://www.drillhall.co.uk/pl304.html 

· Produce a time line and stick it on the wall

· Research an LGBT character and tell us about them

· Write to your local paper and ask them to do something

· Write to a national newspaper and ask them to do something

We will produce a bulletin every week until it begins.
Transfabulous feedback

The transfabulous team has prepared the report of their Conference at the beginning of London Pride, and have set out their preparations (so far) for the next. To find out more, go to http://www.transfabulous.co.uk/.  
Bigoted evangelist loses employment tribunal case

Well known writer and broadcaster Dr Elaine Storkey appeared before a Reading Industrial Tribunal on Monday 7th January 2008 claiming she was dismissed from her job at an Oxford Theological College, Wycliffe Hall, because she was “the wrong type of Christian Evangelical”.
The ultra conservative and fundamentalist evangelical principal of Wycliffe Hall, the Revd Richard Turnbull’s decision to sack Dr Storkey, a BBC R4 Thought for the Day contributor, along with two other moderate Evangelicals, has caused a major controversy within the Church of England. Many have been calling for his removal since the controversy erupted last year.
The Reading Industrial Tribunal heard an admission from legal Counsel for the College that Turnbull had acted unlawfully in sacking Storkey and revealed that compensation of some £20,000 had already been paid to her, with similar sums expected to be paid to two others. With increased legal costs and possible damages from this case calls for Dr Turnbull’s resignation are expected to be renewed with greater vigour. Details at http://campaign-archive.com/archive.phtml?cid=M4ti63Ap8a&rid=q3bqfJzbLk 
Events Calendar

	Jan. 10th Thurs
	

	Brighton Who Dares 

Sings
	Aquarium Theatre Bar Steine Street Brighton. Singing starts 9pm

	Manchester Gay Circuit 

Training
	Sugden Sports Centre, Grosvenor Road, Manchester 5-6pm  0161 200 4026

	London Gay Gordons
	279 Upper Street. Weekly Scottish dance club for gays and their friends. 30-40 regularly attend. Text GAYGORDONS 332547 to 60050 for details

	Jan. 11th Friday
	

	Hugg ~ dining out ~ a meal in town 
	42a New North Road, West Yorkshire. At any time, text HUGG 326716 to 60050 for up-to-date details about this event. Costs 50p plus your standard network rate

	Jan. 12th  Sat
	

	Hackney Museum LGBT 
(until March 22nd)
	Hackney Museum, Technology and Learning Centre, 1 Reading Lane, Hackney, London, E8 1GQ, England An exhibition to celebrate Hackney’s Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities, part of the PLATFORM exhibiton space programme. Free admission.

	Jan 13th Sunday
	

	Gay Night Out in 

Herts (every Sunday)
	The Candlestick, West End Lane, Essendon, Herts. From 8 pm

	Jan. 14th Monday
	

	SWIGG (South 
Warwickshire 

Gay Group)
	First social of the new year at The West End Pub, Bull Street, Stratford-upon-Avon. Come and socialise with like-minded people in the South Warwickshire area. For more details vist: www.swigg.org.uk

	Jan. 15th Tuesday
	

	Rainbow Network meeting. London
	12.30pm.  Members only.  Selborne House, room 3, 8th Floor

	Bar wotever 
	9.30 Central Station, Kings Cross tube http://www.clubwotever.tk/ 

	Jan.16th Wed
	

	Brighton Out to Swim 

South
	door times : 8:30pm start door tax : £4 per session + £20 annual membership.Prince Regent Swimming Pool Church Street Brighton BN1 1YA [ view map ]phone: 01273 685692 fax: 01273 625454

	Jan. 17th Thurs
	

	Gay Posse
	Old Harkers Arms, Chester, from 8pm. Social

	Jan. 18th Friday
	

	Five Gay Rhythms Dance
	Tottenham Court Road. www.myspace.com/gay5rhythms. Cost: £10 (cons:£8)

	Jan. 19th Saturday
	

	Croydon Coffee Posse
	Weekly LGB T social. The wetherspoons pub is situated at 17–21 George Street Croydon Surrey 
CR0 1LA

	Jan. 20th Sunday
	

	Gay Night Out in 

Herts (every Sunday)
	The Candlestick, West End Lane, Essendon, Herts. From 8 pm

	Sunday Lunch at The 

Zeitgeist, London
	Social and pub lunch. Elephant and Castle tube.

http://web.mac.com/michael_timm1966/Site/Zeitgeist.html. 

	Jan. 21st Monday
	

	Badminton Social 

Nottingham
	From 6pm http://www.badmintonsocial.co.uk/

	Jan. 22nd Tuesday
	

	Bar wotever 
	9.30 Central Station, Kings Cross tube http://www.clubwotever.tk/ 


Community

Coming Soon

Have you heard about LES-BI-CON 2008?! 

It is Amelia here from the Young Les and Bi Womens Health Project LIK:T

www.likt.org.uk 

We are running a regional Les-Bi-Con on Saturday 1st March 2008 11-6pm.  

This is a free event and is sponsored by v and the consortium for LGBT community and voluntary organisations. We can help towards travel expenses. Food will be provided too! 

The purpose of the day is to bring L and B women from across the North West (and beyond!) together to learn from each other about how to be active in running groups; volunteering in groups; and undertsanding the needs of LB young women and how to best address these needs.   

The event is open to young people between ages 13 and 25. They do not have to have had any volunteering experience but do need to be keen to learn and to take back what they have learned to their own communities/ groups etc. 

The volunteers from LIKT will be running some sessions, as are some people from the Stockport group 'The Base'. But we welcome anyone else that has any skills they would like to share e.g. by running a workshop. 

Please find below a link to a survey Myrtle has made for us. This is to identify what training needs YOU think L and B young women / volunteers have. I have done the survey and can vouch for the fact it takes only 60 seconds to fill in! 

There are two pages, the first for young women themselves and the second for people working with young LBT women. 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=NYoUaLYS0AEh5NYklmmuPA_3d_3d

What They Said

“We’ve been told our audiences are too small, and yet we sold 70 per cent of available tickets in the 2007 festival, the first under new management. If they want to make a case against us, make an honest one. And giving everybody 18 working days over Christmas in which to cobble together a response is madness.”

Queer Up North’s artistic Director Jonathan Best on the Arts Council cull (Times online 01-01-08)


Claiming our history


Celebrating our present


Creating our future!
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patrons:


Cyril Nri: actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir: 


Executive Director of the Arts Council, Sir Ian McKellen








