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Welcome to the 45th LGBT History Month Bulletin. There are 5 sections:

News: A selection of LGBT related news articles from the past month 
Events: a calendar of shows, conferences and meetings during late January
Community: appeals, requests and community based ideas
Coming Soon: advance notice of events occurring during the month
Quotes: who said what, where and when
News

What are you doing for IDAHO?

May 17th is International day against homophobia. Make sure you are doing something to celebrate it. Remember that homosexuality is still illegal in 77 countries worldwide (see below). Go to http://www.idaho.org.uk/ for more info.
Stop sending LGBT people back to their deaths
Following the temporary reprieve of gay Iranian Mehdi Kazemi from deportation, the Lords have called for a moratorium to investigate the fate of LGBT people who are sent back to countries where they face isolation, torture and even death. Now a second letter has come from the Commons, organised by Simon Hughes and signed by Chris Huhne (LD), John Bercow (Con) and Andrew Dismore (Lab) saying ministers have a moral duty to halt the deportation of any Iranian fearing persecution if returned to the state. All this has been reported in the Independent http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/now-mps-join-fight-to-save-mehdi-kazemi-802336.html. 

Why only the Independent? And why stop at Iran? How, when we are negotiating a Single Equality Act at home and coming around to the idea that there is no minority that is singularly more important than another, do we find ourselves in a situation where we – as campaigners – are having to fight deportations of LGBT people by those faceless unaccountable pin-stripes in the Home Office? Why are we wasting resources fighting them on a case-by-case basis? How many are sent back without our knowledge? Why is it worse to send someone back to Iran than it is to send them back to Iraq, Nigeria, Uganda, Jamaica, Russia or any other country where they are criminalized and/or persecuted? Would we send anyone back to their native country if they faced persecution because of their ethnicity, colour or belief? It’s hardly rocket science, is it? YOU DON’T SEND PEOPLE BACK TO COUNTRIES WHERE THEY ARE GOING TO BE TORTURED OR KILLED. 
If you agree, write to your MP and say so.

Bristol bans books

Two primary schools in Bristol have had books withdrawn following direct parental action to prevent LGBT issues being addressed in the curriculum. The schools signed up to the Bristol Inclusion Standard: a local scheme designed to ensure that schools meet their legal obligations in the provision of services to minority groups. In doing so they also provided books and lessons around the No Outsiders project. A poet was invited into one of the schools by the Governors and one of his poems included the line ‘It’s OK to be gay.’ Many mainly Muslim parents protested and withdrew their children from the schools in protest. Further, they picketed the school gates and sent some unaccompanied children home. After several futile efforts to explain their motives to the local communities, including parents and Imams, the schools have had the books withdrawn for a month at the behest of the LEA, whilst the issue is discussed further. Although the decision was made in the interests of health and safety of the staff and children at the school, the Heads and staff are said to be angry and disappointed at the withdrawal.
Homophobia is getting worse

A landmark survey among Britain’s LGB community has found that we see ourselves as being confronted by prejudice in all walks of life. According to the YouGov poll, commissioned by Stonewall, homophobic bullying in schools is perceived to be growing and LGB parents face homophobia in schools. LGBT people anticipate they will be treated unfavorably by the NHS and by the Police if they report a hate crime. In politics, 89% expected to be confronted by barriers if they stood to run for the Tory party, 61% for Labour and 47% for the LibDems.
History Month is good for you!
LGBT History Month explains why equality is good for you with the support of the Department of Health, which runs the NHS, in a new addition to its expanding LGBT History Month website.
In a number of informative pages we explain why safe spaces are essential to our health and wellbeing; provide 23 exciting ideas for running your own LGBT health event in 2009 and beyond; provide a list of resources relevant or specific to the LGBT community; and include a list of relevant links. 

Cardiff schools to tackle homophobic bullying
A series of workshops to tackle the problem of homophobic bullying among young people will take place in Cardiff schools this month. In an initiative led by Federico Podeschi, the series of lessons and workshops will feature Brighton gay rap artist Q Boy. http://www.24dash.com/news/Local_Government/2008-04-01-Gay-rapper-Qboy-takes-anti-homophobia-message-to-Cardiff-schools 

NUT passes first LGBT motion
The National Union of Teachers LGBT Committee won a major victory on March 30th when it agreed to send a delegation of teachers to support anti-homophobia groups in Jamaica. It also voted to have a meeting with the General Secretary Steve Sinnott to discuss the situation in countries where LGBT people are in constant danger; and to demand that the Union works with other international equality groups to remind them of their obligations to LGBT people.
International

Larry King murder inspires open letter

The shocking murder of Larry King by a fellow pupil has prompted a team of lawyers and child specialists to write an open letter in the Advocate. The letter pulls no punches in blaming homophobia and transphobia on the society that incubated it. Go to  http://www.advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid53081.asp 
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World’s first pregnant man meets mixed reception

Thomas Beatie, FTM and legally male, has courted controversy throughout the world as he is now 6 months pregnant. His story is featured in The Advocate. Go to http://www.advocate.com/exclusive_detail.asp?id=52947&page=1 
Polish President goes too far (again)

Gay advocates spoke out during a Monday, March 24 news conference hosted by Human Rights Watch in New York City.
The president of Poland, Lech Kaczynski, used a video from the civil wedding of an American couple in Canada, Brendan Fay and Tom Moulton, to illustrate his contention that gays "challenge the moral order of Poland." The speech was broadcast on national television March 19 and has created an international uproar.
Moscow Pride invites Ken

In a new initiative to attack their own mayor’s homophobia and embarrass his hired thugs, the organisers of Moscow Pride have invited three European mayors to speak at this year’s Pride on May 30th and 31st. Mayors Bertrand Delanoë (Paris), Ken Livingstone (London) and Klaus Wowereit (Berlin) have all been invited. One of them isn’t gay.
Events Calendar

Pride Events 2008
28 April to 4 May 2008
Equality Forum - Philadelphia

17-18 May 2008
Blackpool Gay Pride
Thursday 17 May 2008
International Day Against Homophobia - IDAHO
9-25 May 2008
Queer Up North - Greater Manchester

24-25 May 2008
Birmingham Gay Pride
23-25 May 2008
Bear Pride
Saturday 7 June 2008
Scottish Borders LGBT Pride Barbeque
Saturday 7 June 2008
Plymouth Gay Pride
Saturday 7 June 2008
South Yorkshire Pride - Sheffield

Saturday 5 July 2008
Pride London - Parade and rally

Saturday 5 July 2008
Rainbow Fest - Aberdeen

11-13 July 2008
Bourne Free - Bournemouth

Saturday 12 July 2008
Oxford Gay Pride
Saturday 12 July 2008
N-Pride - Newcastle-upon-Tyne

19-20 July 2008
Lincolnshire Gay Pride
25 July - 3 August 2008
EuroPride in STOCKHOLM - Sweden

26 July - 3 August 2008
Brighton and Hove Gay Pride - Festival

26 July - 2 August 2008
Belfast Gay Pride
Saturday 26 July 2008
Thanet Pride
Saturday 26 July 2008
Nottingham Pride
Saturday 2 August 2008
Brighton and Hove Gay Pride - Parade and park party

Sunday 3 August 2008
Pride in our City - Leeds

7-10 August 2008
Reykjavik Gay Pride - Iceland

Saturday 9 August 2008
Gloucestershire Rainbow Day
Saturday 9 August 2008
Hull Pride
Sunday 10 August 2008
Wakefield Pride
Saturday 16 August 2008
UK Black Pride - London

Sunday 17 August 2008
Doncaster Pride
15 - 25 August 2008
Manchester Gay Pride - Festival

21-24 August 2008 - Parade on 23 August
North West of Ireland LGBT Pride - Sligo

Saturday 23 August 2008
Manchester Gay Pride - Parade

Saturday 23 August 2008
Cornwall Gay Pride - Beach picnic Day

Saturday 30 August 2008
Reading Gay Pride
Saturday 30 August 2008
Pride Glasgow
11-14 September 2008
www.derbygoespink.com/ 

Pride Derby 26-28 September
SuperGay weekender - Middlesbrough

23-26 October 2008
York Lesbian Arts Festival
	April 5th Sat
	

	All day until April 12th
London LGBT Film Festival
	www.bfi.org.uk/llgff/  

	April 6th Sun
	

	11.30-3: West Pennine Walk
	Come Out & Walk is a walking group for the gay community across the North West. Our next walk is at Anglezarke Reservoir, near Rivington, a stunning place to explore. 
Check the website for further information http://www.comeoutandwalk.co.uk/

	April 7th Mon
	

	PM Badminton Social Nottingham
(weekly)
	http://www.badmintonsocial.co.uk/

	April 8th Tues
	

	Evening (every Tuesday) 
Cramlington Lesbian, Gay & Bisexual 
Youth Group
	
CSI (Cramlington Sexual Identity) A group for gay, lesbian and bisexual young 
people aged between 13-19. contact Sharon on: 01670 597 865 or 
Steve at MESMAC on: 0191 233 1333.

	April 9th Wed
	

	6-7.30pm Condom Packing in

Nottingham
	http://www.healthygaynottingham.org.uk/ 

	April 10th Thurs
	

	7pm Gay Gordons
	279, Upper Street London. 2 hrs.

	April 11th Fri
	

	Evening. London gay Yoga
	0207 625 4521 www.gayyoga.gn.apc.org. Booking essential

	April 12th Sat
	

	Evening: Midlands out Birmingham
	Aston University http://www.aston.ac.uk/about/directions/campus.jsp

	All day. Lesbian Gay Christian 

Movement Annual Conference
	All members and friends are invited to attend. A wide selection of interesting and topical
workshops, a special presentation by renowned cartoonist David Shenton, and the 
Keynote Address by Dr Nicola Slee are just some of the attractions. This is always an 
enjoyable day, a good opportunity to meet friends, a great chance to network 
accompanied by excellent food, and all in a fine, convenient venue. I hope to see you at
 what will be my last Annual Conference as Chief Executive, so that I can say a personal 
farewell to as many members and friends as possible.You may register securely online 
with PayPal now.

	April 13th Sun
	

	2pm Secret City Walk
	Tower Hill Tube http://www.outandabout.fslife.co.uk/ 

	April 14th Mon
	

	From 7pm Public Launch proud Heritage
	Flett Theatre, with its own entrance from Exhibition Road, South
Kensington. 7pm Proud Heritage revealed and interactive workshops - be the first to find out! 8pm Peter Tatchell in conversation with Jack Gilbert, Proud Heritage
Executive Director. Tickets are free, but places are limited to the capacity of theatre.
Email 14april@proudheritage.org or call the special public launch line
0207 700 7513 to check availability and/or reserve places.

	April 15th Tues
	

	1pm Natural History Museum
	Press launch events for Proud Heritage. Contact 020 76091811 
Bookings for either event can be made at http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?key=po_1EnRPmb6zw7vif0kk2cA&email=true

	Every Tuesday evening. Stage opens 
9pm Bar Wotever
	Central Station, 37 Wharfdale Rd, King's Cross, London N1

	April 16th Wed
	

	7.30pm: Warrington Film Night
	MAGS Fright & Thriller Film Night Don't Look Now - 106 minutes 1973 Written by Daphne Du Maurier paulvhope@blueyonder.co.uk 

	April 17th Thurs
	

	7.30 pm CAMRA Gay London Pub Crawl
	A crawl of several pubs in the Marble Arch / Paddington area. We'll start at the Carpenters Arms, W1H 7NA, a free house with up to six constantly changing real ales.
We'll move on around 8:15 to the Royal Exchange, W2 1PU, another free house - a boozer with Irish pretensions, though it doeesn't stop them serving good ale apparently.
Next up (around 9:15) will be the Monkey Puzzle, W2 1JQ, a Badgers pub. And finally (around 10:00), the Victoria, W2 2NH, a Fuller's pub with a gorgeous Victorian interior.

	April 18th Fri
	

	7pm Dinner in Wrexham
	A Night out at Rafters Restaurant www.lgbandfriendsclub.ik.com www.pinkparlour.btik.com

	April 19th Sat
	

	Afternoon: Gay Coffee Posse Bristol
	The Hatchet 

	April 20th Sun
	

	5pm Catholic Mass (Fortnightly)
	The Church Of The Assumption & St Gregory, Warwick Street Street, Soho

	11am Walk in Wiltshire
	Starting at Silbury Hill, Wiltshire

	April 21st Mon
	

	PM Badminton Social Nottingham
(weekly)
	http://www.badmintonsocial.co.uk/

	April 22nd Tues
	

	6.30 London Gay & Bi men’s book group
	Upstairs at Comptons, Soho

	April 23rd Wed
	

	Evening: Greenwich gay and Lesbian Writers’ Group
	Waterstones. Contact store for details

	April 24th Thurs
	

	Evening London  OUT Cinema
	Happy Go Lucky. UK 2008 Dir. Mike Leigh 118 min. Membership of Barbican essential

	April 25th Fri
	

	Evening Dance London
	Dance Out Loud Five Rhythms. Tottenham Court Road. £10 

http://www.myspace.com/gay5rhythms 

	April 26th Sat
	

	10.45am Greenwich
	Long, easygoing walk. Bring lunch

	Teatime
	Rainbow Café 10 Waterloo St Clifton, Bristol, BS8 4BT
0117 973 8937

	April 27th Sun
	

	8pm Gay Night Out in Herts
	The Candlestick, Essendon

	April 28th Mon
	

	PM Badminton Social Nottingham
(weekly)
	http://www.badmintonsocial.co.uk/

	April 29th Tues
	

	Evening: Wycombe Book Group
	Dykes Enjoy Books and socialising (DEBS) www.freewebs.com/debsgroup

	April 30th Wed
	

	Afternoon: sailing 
	East Coast Sailing Club, Ipswich. Meeting for LGBT sailors/yachters

	May 1st Thurs
	

	8pm Karaoke in Watford
	Load of Hay

	May 2nd Fri
	

	8-8.30pm Ursus
	Kilt and bear night at the Vauxhall Tavern

	May 3rd Sat
	

	Evening Bears Movie
	http://groups.yahoo.com/group/londonbearsmovieclub/ 

	May 4th Sun
	

	From 10am All day brunch
	The Zeitgeist. £16.95 http://web.mac.com/michael_timm1966/Site/Zeitgeist.htm

	Maygay Monday
	

	2pm Brighton real ale and curry
	West Hill Community Centre Festival 

	9pm CAMRA social 

(1st Mon every month)
	Lesbian and gay CAMRA social at the Regent, Montrose Ave. Edinburgh


Please go to www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk for all news and events surrounding the month of February. 
Community

New LGBT group in North Tyneside
There's a new group getting together - its called 'Fruit Salad' - anyone who is lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT) can join. The group aims to be a social opportunity and also to help educate organisations about LGBT issues. ( I believe you can just take part in the bits you want you could just use it as a 'social' if you didn't want to be part of the 'educating'!) Anyone who is  interested should contact Fruit Salad direct via Jamie on 07716 775102
HIV 1-Hour Test
A new free one-hour HIV testing service open to gay and bisexual men in the North East is now available in MESMAC offices in both Newcastle & Middlesbrough.  The test is a simple finger prick test with pre and post test counselling and results within the hour. 
The Newcastle sessions are available every Tuesday between 5-7pm, for more details please contact MESMAC on 0191 233 1333.
The Middlesbrough sessions are available for drop-in between 12 noon and 6pm on Tuesday's and appointments can be made for other days and times if required. To make an appointment call MESMAC Teesside on: 01642 804400.

Lesbian counselling service in Middlesbrough 
The LBW Network has worked in partnership with Mind to develop a confidential support service for lesbian and bisexual women, or women questioning their sexuality. The service will offer one-to-one listening support, either face to face or through a telephone support line. They can provide support for a variety of difficulties, including stress, anxiety, depression, relationships and anger. For support or more information about this free service, contact Caroline at Middlesbrough Mind on 01642 248809, Middlesbrough Mind, 1st Floor, Grange Road, Middlesbrough TS1 5AU or contact Lesley.
Calling all Newcastle based footballers!
In the last 5 years the national gay football league has grown from strength to strength, but The Yorkshire Terriers are the most northern team for gay men and women to play in... I think it’s about time Newcastle have a time of their own.
If you are aged between 16 to 116, love playing football whatever your ability and have the desire to become the best team in the league, then email Rob your name, contact number and location to robwood69@hotmail.co.uk
If you are not interested in playing then there are other ways you can support the team:- Side line support, sponsorship, admin help and half team orange provider(not a real job)
Advertise your project/service and Recruit volunteers - Get  InVolved
Dear Colleagues and Members of the Consortium.
During the past year the Get Involved project has sought to
involve member organisations of The Consortium in a number of
capacity building initiatives. The remit of the get involved
project was focused on youth volunteering due to the funding it
received from *v*, the new youth volunteering charity.
The v-get involved project is coming to the final phase of its work.
During this last quarter we are going to be producing an array of
communication tools targeting both LGBT organisations and young
people. Primarily we are looking to increase young people’s
awareness of volunteering and to offer pathways on how they may get
involved. Also we are in the process of producing a DVD highlighting
LGBT Youth involvement and volunteering.
We are issuing two leaflets, one explaining what volunteering is, to
give young people a step by step guide of how to get involved and
the impact volunteering has on the LGBT sector.
The second leaflet will offer young people a chance to become aware
of the LGBT organisations within the different 9 regions in the UK
and where they may go if they wish to volunteer.
We are issuing a call to member organisations who wish to advertise
their project / service and who are looking to recruit volunteers to
be involved in their organisation to take part in this initiative.
The information the Consortium needs is very simple please see an
example below:
Name of Organisation “ ACRONYM “ Telephone Number “ Website / E-Mail
Sentence about what kind of organisation it is, and the work it
does, following by the kind of volunteers or opportunities that may
be offered. 
If your organisation or group would like to advertise its services
and its desire to recruit more volunteers please get in touch with
Darren Vella the Youth Volunteering Development Coordinator (Contact
Details below).
The Consortium will manage this whole process with little effort
required from members. Deadline to take part in this initiative is
the 31^st of March 2008.

For more information contact Darren Vella on 020 7064 6509 or by
e-mail on darren@lgbtconsorti um.org.uk
<mailto:darren@lgbtconsorti um.org.uk>
Research: women’s body satisfaction physical appearance and sexuality 
My name is Caroline Huxley and I am a PhD student in the Centre for Appearance Research, which is based at the University of the West of England.  

My research focuses on women’s body satisfaction, physical appearance, and sexuality.  This is an important area to research as body satisfaction and appearance concerns are linked with psychological well being and health behaviours.  Most research, however, assumes that women are straight.  Little is known about how lesbian and bisexual women feel about their appearance, and how this has affected their well being.  

In order to explore this I am conducting one to one interviews with women who identify as lesbian or bisexual to talk about their feelings towards their body and appearance.  Interviews last about an hour and can be done at a time and place that suit you.

If you are interested in taking part or would like more information about the project then please contact me on:   caroline3.huxley@uwe.ac.uk
Centre for Appearance Research, Faculty of Applied Sciences, University of the West of England, Frenchay Campus, Coldharbour Lane, Bristol, BS16 1QY,

Telephone Number: 0117 328 3947 
Coming Soon
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World Premiere 
ROCK 
by Tim Fountain

Unity Theatre
1 Hope Place
Liverpool


Dear All,

In partnership with Unity Theatre Liverpool we present one of the first trailblazers of 2008.

A Homotopia & Glasgay co-commission. 
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Tuesday 13th - Saturday 17th May 2008

Rock Hudson was the biggest screen idol in 1950s Hollywood - the ultimate Tinseltown hunk. But his career was perpetually under threat from Confidential magazine, every queer actor's nemesis. Only one man stood between stardom and oblivion.

ROCK is the story of Henry Willson, the man who made a star of Rock Hudson; the most unscrupulous agent in Los Angeles; the man who would do anything to protect his money-spinning protégé.

Starring the incomparable Bette Bourne and written by Tim Fountain, ROCK brings the seamy world of 1950s Hollywood to vivid life.

"Bette Bourne is one of the most compelling figures I have ever seen on a stage"
Financial Times

ROCK is commissioned by Homotopia and Glasgay!, and funded by Arts Council England


Book Tickets:
Via the Unity Theatre Box Office:
0151 709 4988
unitytheatreliverpool.co.uk
£10 - £12

---------------------------------------------------------------


Wed 14th May 
6pm 
Unity Theatre 
'Now We Know He Was Gay' 

Film historian Professor Richard Dyer presents a special event examining the films of Rock Hudson (Free if you book a ticket for ROCK).
---------------------------------------------------------------


And Finally, look out for a specially produced documentary feature on 
'The Making Of Rock' 
Coming soon to Homotopia TV 




	



London Pride Saturday 5 July 2008

To all our trans friends and friends of trans…

We are the 2008 Trans at Pride Committee, acting as a communication link between Pride London and the trans community. We want to make this year's Pride Fortnight and March bigger and better than ever for trans people and grassroots trans groups like yours and our own. 

Read on and you will see that we are planning lots of exciting things for Pride, including, a conference, a decorated float for the March, a high-profile trans presence on the Rally Stage in Trafalgar Square and our very own magazine!

So, if you want to get involved in the best Pride celebration ever, just read on and then send us an email with your details. Or, if you don't want to get involved but have a great idea, please let us know!
Rally in Trafalgar Square
Last year, a young trans musician                 performed his own song on the rally stage in Trafalgar Square. This year we would like to increase the presence of trans people on the stage and we would like suggestions from you as to who you would like to see. We would welcome nominations of speakers and performers who are well-known and have cross-over appeal to the lesbian, gay and bisexual communities as well.

At this stage, please could you nominate one person who could speak about trans issues and one trans person or group to perform. Please send nominations to transatpride@gmail.com by Saturday 5 April
Travel Bursaries
For the last two years, we have offered travel bursaries so that trans people from outside London can join the trans marching group at London Pride. Travel bursaries are available again this year. We can pay a maximum of £30 per person, payable on the day of the parade when you provide a receipt. If you would like to apply for one, please email transatpride@gmail.com with Travel Bursary in the Subject Line. Tell us your name and the journey you are making with the cost of the return ticket. (Hopefully you will be able to obtain a discounted ticket.)

Stall in at the Rally at Trafalgar Square. 

Trans @ Pride are having a stall in Trafalgar Square this year during and after the Pride London march on Saturday 5 July. We will display information about the various trans groups making up Trans @ Pride and the stall will also act as a meeting place. If you would like to promote your group by displaying leaflets on the stall, please email us at transatpride@gmail.com with Stall in the Subject line. If you are coming to London Pride, you can bring your leaflets on the day. If you can't make it this year, you will need to send them in advance.
Funding for new Banners for London Pride 2008
Has your group always wanted a banner but never been able to afford one? Would you like to march with the trans group at London Pride this year? We hope to be able to fund the production of some new banners this year. We can also help with information about where to get the banners made and some suggestions of help with design. If you are interested, please email us at transatpride@gmail.com with Banner in the Subject Line and we give you more information.

Volunteers for Saturday 5 July 

How about coming to London Pride this year and getting involved on the day. There will be several roles for volunteers including stewards in the parade, stall minders and leaflet distributors. Email us on transatpride@gmail.com with Volunteer in the Subject Line and let us know what you would like to do. Come and help us make this Pride the best one yet for the visibility of the trans community.

We also need volunteers to make decorations for the float and costumes for people on the float. This year's Pride theme is Fairytales, Myths and Legends, so we would love to hear from people who are creative with fabrics and a sewing machine!

Trans With Pride Conference 2008 

The second conference will take place at:

The Empress State Building,

Lillie Road

London SW6 1TR

(Nearest tube: West Brompton)

Registration 1.30pm

2pm – 6pm.

More information and registration forms will be made available from 1st May 2008 on the Gendered Intelligence website. 

We are looking for a group of approximately 15 people from the Trans Community to help us plan and facilitate the Trans with Pride Conference 2008, which will take part on Friday 4th July. Based on last year's feedback we want this year's workshops to centre mostly on group discussion in order to offer delegates an opportunity to talk more constructively in a space.

In conjunction with Central School of Speech and Drama, facilitation trainer Richard Fallon and Jay Stewart from Gendered Intelligence are planning a series of 10 sessions that will allow us to explore what we feel are important aspects and topics within the Trans community and what models we can use to discuss these effectively.

If you would like to sign up to these sessions or have any questions get in touch with Gendered Intelligence: admin@genderedintelligence.co.uk 
 check out www.genderedintelligence.co.uk for more information

Trans at Pride Magazine 2008 

This year the trans community will have its very own Trans at Pride Magazine! It will celebrate our beautiful, talented and diverse community, showcasing creative talent as well as raising awareness of our struggles, hopes and achievements.

We would welcome suggestions for content by email to transatpride@gmail.com by Saturday 5 April. 

If you want to submit any articles, poems, stories or artwork, then pick up your pen, paintbrush or mouse and start creating! We will be asking for submissions during April.

Trans at Pride Website
We have our very own website to keep you informed of plans, preparations and progress. 

http://www.transatpride.org 

We welcome submissions and will update the site regularly
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Imaan LGBT Conference
This year’s IMAAN LGBT Conference is set to take place on the weekend starting October 19th. Watch here for further details.
INTERNATIONAL GAY AND LESBIAN FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
I am Lucy Walton, Volunteer Co-ordinator for the London 2008 IGLFA World
Championship, which due to our successful bid, and to our delight is being
held in August 24th-30th 2008.
It is an opportunity for all Gay, Lesbian, and Gay friendly teams and
individuals to enter an international tournament that has been running for
the past 10 years, and is more about enjoyment than competition. Our ethos
is that of unity, sport free from discrimination on the grounds of
sexuality and to make the event accessible to people of all backgrounds
and all sporting abilities.
During the week, additionally to the football played at the fantastic
location of Regents Park will be many social events at different venues,
and I can vouch for the fact that this event is extremely fun and has
great opportunities for all involved, having just got back from Beunos
Aires ,Argentina for the Gay World Cup 2007( which was a dream come true,
as a volunteer sports masseuse for one of the London teams). I can also
say that it is a great opportunity to meet people from a range of
different countries and areas, and to celebrate and embrace our sexuality-
with a common theme, love of sport.
We have a number of affiliated partners for London 2008 to include The
Mayor of London, Stonewall and the Football Association.(FA).
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO REGISTER A TEAM FOR THIS EVENT, SEE THE
‘REGISTRATION’SECTION ON OUR WEBSITE- www.londonwc2008.co.uk ( PLEASE ALSO
EMAIL MYSELF TO LET ME KNOW YOU ARE REGISTERING) TAKE NOTE OF THE
‘OUTREACH’ PROGRAMME- FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT.
What we are looking for is people who are as passionate as us about Gay
rights, and developing our presense within the sporting world to join us
as volunteers for the week. We are currently divising our training
programme and will start out recruitment process in the new year for the
following positions:

- Stewards.
- Stage set-up.
- Security checkers for lockers.
- Sports Massage Therapists.
- Sign Language Interpreters.
There will be a number of benefits to the volunteers during the week, to
include:
- Free entry to opening and closing ceremonies.
- Free training.
- Free access to grounds.
( We are also talking on club and bar discounts for volunteers, perhaps
free entry to certain venues throughout the week and discounts on
accommodation).
I am sure you will agree that this is a great opportunity to be involved
in a very positive sports event, and what I would like is for you to
forward details to volunteers@londonwc2008.co.uk of those individuals or
groups within your organisation who would like to be a volunteer with us-
to include the following details:
-Name.
-Email.
-Contact Telephone number.
-Location.
-The area you would like to work in.
-Any Skills or Experience you may have.
-Any languages you may speak (and to what level).
-Availability throughout the week. (24.08.08 - 30.08.08.)
Do also have a look at our website www.londonwc2008.co.uk which gives a
deeper insight into the games, which will kickstart the 'Cultural
Olympiad', a period in the run up to The London 2012 Olympics.
It is going to be HOT, the beer is going to flow and real excitment and
achievement is going to be felt. Be part of it. Lets make London 2008 a
representation of Gay unity, ability and spirit- and show the world what
the LGBT in London can really do. It is an international tournament which
is being designed to be enjoyable for all- and you may even get your pic
in a newpaper or on the TV!
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Homophobic and Transphobic Quotes
(
Indeed, a survey by the Association of Teachers and Lecturers found that 98% of pupils hear homophobic language at school; I just wonder whether the last 2% of the pupils surveyed were deaf.
Nathaneal Arnott-Davis (Guardian Comment is Free 12-03-08)
(
If you accept that queer no longer means strange, you need to accept that gay no longer exclusively means homosexual, and you must therefore accept that children aren't necessarily attacking one another's sexuality, they are just launching random acts of aggression because that's what children do.
Zoe Williams (Guardian 12-03-08)
(
The government thinks it’s ticked the gay box by publishing guidance on homophobic bullying. The guidance itself is excellent, but most teachers don’t even know it exists. It’s not statutory, so most schools will ignore it.
Nigel Tart letter to The Guardian (12-03-08)
(
I’m a LESBIAN and visually impaired, but it’s when I say I’m a poet that I sometimes really clear the room.
Fabulous one-liner from Kathi Wolfe (Washington Blade 14-03-08)
(
We want to call attention to particular double binds that transwomen and transfeminine folks end up in caught between heteronormative
gender roles and transphobic vitriol from the queer women's community. We want to celebrate transwomen's participation in women's spaces, and their contributions to our communities and the world at large. We want to get a bunch of awesome people together to show solidarity with transwomen in the feminist community, and to celebrate gender deviancy of all kinds.
Crumbs! (Katrina blog in Live Journal 13-13-08)




Claiming our history


Celebrating our present


Creating our future!
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patrons:


Cyril Nri: actor, director, writer; Sarah Weir: 


Executive Director of the Arts Council, Sir Ian McKellen
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