Introductory Notes

This short story comes from a collection of Lesbian short stories called ‘The Reach’ edited by Lillian Mohin, published by Only Women Press. The author has given permission for it to be used in classrooms.

This set of lessons is designed for upper secondary school pupils. It helps them explore their attitudes to lesbian and gay sexuality and compare them with their attitudes to heterosexuality. 

The group should consider the couple in the story as heterosexual. They can then examine their views on age and responsibility as it relates to emotional and sexual practice, before the lesbian and gay issue is introduced.

You might want to spend some time dealing with these initial responses. They ought to be in written form.

Once the fact that the couple is lesbian is known, pupils should again be allowed to explore their own attitudes and feelings fully.

The final section of the work allows them to compare their attitudes and feelings when considering it a heterosexual couple and when a lesbian one.

Activities and research related to "Kestrels"

A. Read through Claire's section allowing the students to assume it is a heterosexual relationship. 
Discuss: 

Should they have been separated? 

Does age make a difference? 

Why do you think they were separated? 

Write a letter from Jakey’s school friend to Jakey’s dad. Try to show him what you think should happen now. 

B. Read the whole story allowing the students to discover it to be a lesbian relationship.
Discuss: 

Do you feel differently now? 

Why? 

Write another letter, this time to a friend, telling him/her what you feel about Jakey and Claire (your school friends) now that you have heard they are lesbians. 

Remind pupils about correct language even if they do not approve of the relationship.

Display all the letters, with an explanation, as some may be anti-gay.

C. Further Questions to Explore
If there is any difference in feelings about the relationships, why should there be one? 

What does that say about their attitudes about lesbian and gay people? 

What do they think/feel about the age of consent? 

Why might it be all right for one set of people to make certain decisions at a particular age but not for others? 

What are family reactions to having a lesbian and or gay member? 

D. Related Activity
Use the letters and Part 2 of “A Different Story -Telling Friends”, or Beyond a Phase [Video]*,to research, illustrate and give examples of the different ideas that exist around lesbian & gay sexuality. 

A Different Story
Young lesbians and gay men, their friends and families talk about their lives. It is prepared for use in schools in two twenty minute sections. For14+. Very strongly recommended. Educational Media International, 235, Imperial Drive, Rayners Lane, Harrow, Middlesex HA2 7HE. 

Beyond A Phase
This video and teaching pack is designed to not only give teachers many valuable resources, but also to provide practical suggestions for helping to reduce homophobia within our schools. For 14+. £35. Very strongly recommended. Jenny Brace, Health Promotion Service Avon, Henshaw House, Lodge Road, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 1LF Tel 0117 975 8010 Fax 0117 975 8011 
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