Appendix 9

Paul Patrick’s Diary

For me it actually began before it began, if that makes any sense. Monday 30th January and I find myself just down the road at Manchester University Student Union, addressing their LGBT Group. They, like so many other universities – York, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Durham to name but a few, used LGBT History Month to run a week’s load of events to raise the profile and provide further information about LGBT people’s lives and achievements.

Manchester provided a good sized group and I ran through my usual history of Schools OUT and our reasons for setting up LGBT History Month and then fielded a number of questions – all squeezed into a somewhat packed lunch hour!

I broke the ice with one of the LGBT History Month quizzes – no one spotted the deliberate mistake (including myself – even though it was I that wrote it!). 

By the way the quizzes – all now accurate - are available at http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/resources/quizzes.htm. 

I was well received and I later heard that the Awareness Week I opened was a rousing success.

If it is Tuesday 31st of January it must be York University. Again lunchtime, again a good crowd, again part of a full Awareness Week, created to celebrate LGBT History Month. I already felt that Schools OUT had initiated a useful tool with which to regain the human face from the invisibility that we once thought we needed, but which only allowed our demonisation.

Wednesday, and the Month truly began with my travelling to Edinburgh for two days. Having settled in I was taken to lunch by Daniel Donaldson, whom the Scottish Executive had appointed to coordinate LGBT History Month in Scotland, and Ann Marriott from LGBT Youth Scotland. The conversation proved very useful and solid links were made for the future. There were already two important history projects running in Scotland – “Remember when……” and “Ourstory Scotland” and they continue to grow with events to mark the Month – see our calendar!

Then on to the LGBT Centre in the evening to speak to the Scottish Executive LGBT Group. The meeting was very well attended and full of questions and comment. The discussion continued apace when we retired to the nearest pub!

Now for a piece of personal history and a friendship renewed.

Weeks after the Gay Teachers’ Group, that eventually became Schools OUT, had been launched in September 1974, I, as its secretary received a letter from a supply teacher who had had their contract suspended as, having been seen on an early Gay Pride March 

by pupils, he affirmed his sexuality when questioned. 1974 was an unforgiving time for 
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lesbian and gay teachers and John Warburton suffered its full force finding himself between the intransigence of the Inner London Education Authority and the cowardice of the National Union of Teachers. The Gay Teachers’ Group fought the case long – eight years long as it happened – and hard.

Eventually the Union decided that we had rights to be fought for and the Inner London Education Authority removed the ban on John’s working for them.

By this time however John had retrained as a librarian and moved to Edinburgh, the city of his dreams since his time there at University. 

I had kept in contact with him spasmodically, but, as is the way with these things, time intervened.  LGBT History Month gave us a chance to catch up and reaffirm our joint histories. He has also donated his account of his case to the Schools OUT and LGBT HM websites and it will be available there soon.

Lunchtime the next day and I was speaking as part of Edinburgh University LGBT Awareness Week. One of the great strengths of LGBT History Month 2006 was the number of Universities that really ran with it. I was only fortunate to attend a few – all of whom were doing really exciting things to increase LGBT visibility and understanding of the issues.

It was then down to London. Two conferences in one day! One, for which I was partly responsible – Schools OUT – Putting LGBT History into Education – which has been documented elsewhere – 

http://www.schools-out.org.uk/conferences/docs/SOConferencerepot%202006.rtf - 

It was a great success, but in the middle of the day I had to hightail it to the Museum of London to open their Queer London Conference. Unlike Peter Tatchell who did the journey in the opposite direction – speaking first at Schools OUT and then later at the Museum of London – I swanned between the two in taxies, feeling important. He, of course, cycled!

There is an account of the Queer London Conference available on the LGBT History Month website and as an appendice to this report.

Whilst still in London Sue and I met with Matt Hopkinson from the DfES Press Office and had a very productive meeting that resulted in Jacqui Smith, Minister for Schools, issuing a press statement supporting the Month.

From there, by way of Burnley – it’s where I live – it was on to Birmingham – Tuesday of week two - and the first of three meetings nationwide with members of the Department of Constitutional Affairs Rainbow Network. These were all day events organised by the redoubtable Chris Park and his team and I was the opening act at ten in the morning. The DCA Rainbow Alliance were an excellent example of organisations using LGBT History Month to further their own aims and objectives – student LGBT groups are another such example – and I was there to talk about the origins of the Month, why and how it was 

initiated and to give a context to the rest of the day. All three of the meetings were well attended, welcoming and lively. Unfortunately my hectic schedule meant I was always unable to stay to hear anyone but myself speak! I did sell lots of badges though. I also felt very sorry for Chris and his team who were forced to listen to me three times in one month – way, way above and beyond the call of duty!

From Birmingham to Stockport on Wednesday and the LGBT group set up there by Age Concern. Age Concern need something of a mention at this point. Several years ago they became very alive to the needs of their LGBT communities and since then have worked tirelessly with them to set up groups and work to support LGBT people nationwide. Age Concern was one of the national organisations that sent materials on LGBT History Month to all their branches. Plus Stockport as the group is called had a far wider age range than its origins might imply, though several of its older members were repositories of many LGBT Histories, fortunately currently being secured for future generations by Salford University. The meeting was in a pub and so I decided to relax for once and spend the night in welcoming Stockport.

The meeting was a full one and all my jokes went down well. There followed a lively discussion. A few drinks and some great gossip about times past! It is a group to which I shall definitely return! 

Working for LGBT History Month confers many privileges, the greatest being all the wonderful people you get to meet along the way. However occasionally you get invited somewhere very posh – normally way outside my league. Last year it was the House of Commons and Manchester Town Hall and this year British Telecom Headquarters in London for the Big Gay Read – Meet the Authors, set up as part of LGBT History Month. The authors we were about to meet were Jake Arnott – “The Long Firm” and Stella Duffy – “Calendar Girl”. I was sandwiched in between them and was terrified. There were lots of people there from all over the country, some you knew, some you recognised and many you’d like to know. The staff of “Queer Up North” – initiators of the Big Gay Read – was out in force as were my LGBT HM colleagues Cyril Nri, one of our patrons, and Sue Sanders, our co-chair. The session began by Jake reading from his works and talking about why he writes, his fascination with our history and the more, shall we say, colourful aspects of gay male life.

Then me, ten minutes, only time for one joke but they laughed and applauded.

Had you not known that Stella Duffy had once been a stand up comedian before turning to writing novels, you would have been in no doubt about it by the time she sat down. She too read from her work, as hilarious as her in between jokes, and talked about some of the absurdities of contemporary lesbian existence! My joke suddenly seemed very tame!

Then there was time for networking and chatting – helped, for me at least, by BT’s generosity in providing lashings of red wine. 

Friday morning and I was off to a North London Sixth Form College where LGBT History Month was the setting for staff training on LGBT issues in schools and colleges. Officially this was not an LGBT History Month event, organised instead by Chrysalis, the training company I co-founded with Sue Sanders several years ago and still there to meet all your training needs! However this is yet again another example of how the existence of the Month can be a spur to action on the issues.

I then had a weekend off, sat around the house and talked to myself, missing an audience. Monday evening and I was being local, very local, Burnley’s Gay Pub, The Garden Bar” in fact, where I addressed yet another LGBT Group set up by Age Concern!

Then back to London for Tuesday evening for an event that really caught my imagination as a Theatre Studies teacher and avid reader and director of plays and much else. Islington Libraries had created an exhibition for LGBT History Month which honoured the lives that Joe Orton and his lover Kenneth Halliwell lived and sadly the deaths they died in the borough. Early in their careers Orton and Halliwell had taken to defacing the covers of library books with interesting, sometimes accurate and sometimes wildly inappropriate illustrations gleaned from else where – often other library books! At the time Islington Libraries reported the offence and both men were sent to prison for six months – for defacing library books! They were in no doubt as to why the sentences were so harsh, “It’s because we’re queers,” they stated. And there is little doubt they were right!

So it was wonderful to see Islington Libraries now holding the said defaced covers as their most treasured possessions and proudly mounting an excellent exhibition around them. It was equally wonderful to be invited to speak at the exhibition’s private view, an honour I shared for the second time this Month with Jake Arnott. Adapting my HM speech to reference Joe and Ken I opened the proceedings and then handed over to Jake who talked wittily and wisely about the lives of the two gay men that lived and died in the borough he now inhabited. The event was also graced by the presence of Leone Orton, Joe’s sister, whose pride in her brother and his memory shone through. Some times an evening can get no better.

After an interview by a trainee radio journalist the next morning I was back on my way home to a few days rest.

It was the Monday after that I headed across to Durham University to open their LGBT Awareness week. These people had been very clever and sought and got some commercial sponsorship for their week which meant they were able to advertise it 

extensively, offer a buffet lunch (very good) to all that attended their lunchtime meetings, 

have the major pleasure of Stella Duffy speaking later in the week and pay my expenses on time! It was a packed meeting of LGBT staff, students and their friends and the discussion afterwards was both productive and positive.

After the session was over I called in to see my Aunty Betty, the only homophobe in our family, who lives down the road in South Shields, and even she managed to drum up some interest in LGBT History Month! 

LGBT History Month reaches the parts that other celebrations just don’t touch!

Then nothing to do – if you exclude writing Mailings, co-ordinating events, checking the website, answering media and other queries, discussing things with other Steering Group members as nothing! – until Thursday when I began my day at one of the DCA Rainbow Alliance meetings in Cardiff.

That afternoon saw me at a very well attended Birmingham City Council LGBT Network meeting where I shared a platform with a local HIV Health advisor. Again the audience was appreciative, the discussion lively and much was achieved. Sadly I had to decline a drink with the participants, as I had to make my way back to Burnley in preparation of leaving for London and Goldsmith’s College the next day.

There is a point that your body tells you to stop and refuses to allow you to go further. Early that Friday morning I reached my such point. I woke exhausted to a sweat drenched bed and flu systems too dreadful to describe. I had to cancel Goldsmiths!

By the beginning of the next week I was feeling much better, which was just as well as I had a 10.00 start with the DCA Rainbow Network in London! Then on to Birmingham to be part of a Crown Prosecution Service training day on LGBT issues.

Finally back to London. On Wednesday 1st March – I know it is not part of the actual Month -  I spoke at the NUS lobby of Parliament on the possible increase and extension of “top-up fees” and the effects on LGBT students. “Not LGBT History Month,” I hear you say and you would be wrong! LGBT History Month was set up to be part of the drive to make sure that everyone had easy access to an education that was both inclusive of and appropriate to their needs, wherever and whenever they chose to access it. If fighting against student loans and top up fees is not part of that struggle then I don’t know what is!

Now the month is over you would think the work might have stopped. Not a bit of it! First there are the reports to write, the assessments to be made, the action planning to be undertaking and then the planning for next year. How do we increase participation? How do we move those nervous of the issues to become involved? How do we extend our media and multimedia coverage before, after and during the event? How do we find 
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sufficient funding to allow us to develop the project with the impetus of the last two years? Well, we’re working on it. 

Next year will be bigger and better, more inclusive and far more widely spread. And the work starts now to make sure that that is the case!

By the way in case you thought that the discussions, the meetings and the celebrations confine themselves to the month of February, think again! The pre-launch of LGBT History Month takes place in late November and we were done really proud by the Metropolitan Police Authority and Service with the last one. That event has been well documented elsewhere and details can be found on the LGBT History month website – www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk. However we need a sponsor of the pre-launch for LGBT History Month 2007. Would your organisation like to be part of the most inclusive, exciting and growing LGBT celebration in Britain? Then give us a call.

Just one example of an event outside the Month. I was invited to speak to the Luton LGBT Group after their AGM on the 14th January 2006 to talk about the origins and role of LGBT History Month. This I did to a lively, appreciative and responsive audience who filled a packed hall. It was not as comforting as it might sound to have all the rest of the History Month Steering Group present but I think I got away with it!

No doubt the round of meetings, discussions for LGBT History Month 2007 will soon begin and all of us will have to squeeze the work in between earning a living! However before that happens we will sit back, put our metaphorical feet up, smile quietly and congratulate ourselves on a second highly successful year.

Paul Patrick.

