Things to celebrate, commemorate or commiserate in 2007
Events

1452 Leonardo da Vinci born 555 years ago - Italian artist and scientist.

1782 Frederick 11 born 225 years ago - King of Prussia. Established Prussia as a major European power. His homosexuality was an open secret, even during his reign.

1822 Rosa  Bonheur born 125 years ago -  French realist painter, primarily of animals got a certificate from the French Government to wear male clothes.

1882 Virginia Woolf born 125 years ago - British writer. Foremost writer in the ‘modernist’ cannon. Although married to a man she loved deeply, Woolf also had attractions to women, and she had an affair with Vita Sackville-West. Her novel Orlando (written for Sackville-West) was the first to deal with a trans character.

1892 Vita Sackville-West born 115 years ago - British writer and gardener. Born into one of England’s oldest aristocratic families, Sackville-West married Harold Nicholson and their marriage blossomed, despite the fact that she was predominantly lesbian and he gay. Both enjoyed numerous sexual conquests, in Vita’s case with Violet Trefusis and Virginia Woolf. Her affair with Trefusis caused scandal in polite society.

However, these ‘high profile’ affairs do tend to overshadow Sackville-West’s huge literary output and the influential work which eventually became the gardens at Knowles, her home. ‘Vita’ – Victoria Glendening

1872 Serge Diaghilev born 135 years ago - Russian impresario.

1902 Langston Hughes born 105 years ago - American poet and writer. A prolific writer, Hughes was part of the Harlem Renaissance group of African-American writers of the 1920s. Although he never had a significant relationship, some of his autobiographical writings do mention sex with men and as such, his strength as a poet and his position in the African-American community have meant that Hughes has played an important part in the intersection between gay and black culture. ‘Langston Hughes: Before and Beyond Harlem’ – Faith Berry

1912 Alan Turing born 95 years ago - British scientist. Pioneer in computing, most known for the ‘Turing Machine’ and the ‘Turing Test’. The Turing machine was a prototype computing system produced in 1936. While serving during WW2, Turing was amongst those charged with deciphering the German ‘Enigma’ code which he successfully cracked. After the war, back in academia, Turing developed and built one of the earliest computers or ‘electronic brains’ as Turing called them. In 1951, Turing was burgled by a young man with whom he began an affair. When it came to light, Turing was arrested for gross indecency. He was given the option of imprisonment or ‘organo-therapy’ which involved the injection of female hormones. This resulted in a period of deep depression during which Turing committed suicide. 

1912 Ethel Smythe composer, arrested and put in Holloway prison for breaking windows of the Colonial Secretary 95 years ago

1937 Bessie Smith died 70 years ago - She is largely regarded as the most popular and successful blues singer of the 1920s and 1930s, and by some as the most influential performer in blues history. She has had an enormous influence on singers throughout the history of American popular music, including Billie Holiday, Mahalia Jackson, Janis Joplin, and Norah Jones.

1937 David Hockney born 70 years ago - British painter, photographer, printmaker and stage designer. Born into a ‘radical working class’ family in Bradford, Hockney studied at the Royal College of Art and initially came under the influence of ‘Pop Art’, producing paintings about homosexual relations, notably ‘We Two Boys Together Clinging’ (1961). Moving to California in 1963, Hockney produced some of his best known works which mirrored the climate and urban landscape of the sunny state. His painting also reflected his interest in the male form and gay relationships. He has also produced etchings to illustrate poems by C.P. Cavafy, experimented with photography, and designed an operatic stage set while experimenting with new technology. ‘A Portrait of David Hockney’ – Peter Webb. 

1942 Derek Jarman born 65 years ago - British artist, filmmaker, gardener and activist. A significant figure in British gay life during the 1980s. His films consistently had a gay edge to them and a unique style – often also controversial, such as ‘Sebastiane’, a film about St. Sebastiane which contained gay sex and frequent nudity. It caused uproar when broadcast on the fledgling Channel 4. Other films include ‘Jubilee’,

‘Caravaggio’ and ‘Edward II’. Diagnosed with HIV in 1986, Jarman’s work became more overtly political, with a series of paintings daubed with ‘Queer’, ‘Blood’, ‘Scream’, and his film ‘Blue’, all of which were intended to show the reality of living with HIV, the anger, fear and lack of public funding. A frequent face on demonstrations, Jarman was deeply anti-establishment. His published diaries ‘Modern Nature’ and ‘Smiling in Slow Motion’ give a unique and powerful insight into life under a homophobic government and the fears and anger brought about by HIV and AIDS. ‘Modern Nature’; ‘Smiling in Slow Motion’ – the diaries of Derek Jarman. 

1952 Peter Tatchell born 55 years ago - British activist. Born in Australia, Tatchell moved to the UK in 1971 where he joined the fledgling Gay Liberation Front. In 1983, he fought the Bermondsey by-election as the official Labour candidate, but attacks by the opposition and the tabloids based around his sexuality meant he lost the election. After campaigning against the introduction of Section 28, Tatchell and others set up

‘Outrage!’, a group based around direct action. Some of their tactics, such as protesting at Westminster Abbey over the Church of England’s attitudes to sexuality brought the wrath of the press (which were eventually to dub him ‘public enemy number one’) as well as some within the LGBT community. Similarly, his outspoken thoughts and ideas on such matters as the age of 

consent have split his natural constituency. In recent years, Tatchell has focussed on human rights in general, notably his public embarrassment (and attempted citizen’s arrest) of Robert Mugabe (which caused the tabloids to give him grudging praise) and the campaign to have homophobic dancehall records and acts banned (which resulted in death threats). Tatchell’s strength of conviction and willingness to (literally) put him on the front line have shown him to be courageous and determined and a major influence both on the LGBT community and the political landscape. 

1957 Simon Tseko Nkoli born 50 years ago - South African activist. Born in Soweto, Nkoli became an activist against apartheid before joining the mainly white Gay Association of South Africa (GASA). After coming out in an interview in ‘City Press’, he formed the first black gay group in Africa. After speaking at rallies to support rent boycotts in the Vaal townships, Nkoli was arrested with 21 other political leaders and faced the death penalty. However, by maintaining his gay identity while a prisoner, he helped to change the attitude to gay rights of the African National Congress. Released from prison in 1988 following letters of support from gay groups around the world (although the GASA refused to support him as he was a political prisoner) he founded the Gay and Lesbian Organisation of the Witwatersrand (GLOW). He was one of the first gay leaders to meet with President Mandela. Becoming one of the first publicly HIV positive African gay men, Nkoli helped establish the Soweto Township AIDS project and worked on educational programmes there. Nkoli died on 30 November 1998.

1957 Wolfenden Report published 50 years ago. Proposed the legalising of homosexuality 

The Homosexual Law Reform Society was formed. 

1962 Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt died 45 years ago 

1967 Homosexuality is decriminalised 40 years ago

If men are over 21, are consenting and are in private. More arrests happened post the law as prior as they worked out what was private.

1972 Mary Renault published ‘The Persian Boy’ 35 years ago

1972 Gay Times launched 35 years ago - While periodicals had been published in the UK for many years – ‘Jeremy’, ‘Spartacus’ to name two -‘Gay News’ was different: a newspaper, not a fashion/porn supplement, which covered serious issues. Formed by a collective, eventually Denis Lemon would become sole editor and take the magazine through the next ten years, to 1981. It didn’t last much longer after his departure, but paved the way for ‘Gay Times’ which is still going strong today The House of Lords rule that gay personal ads constitute a ‘conspiracy to corrupt public morals’. 

1977 Mary Whitehouse sues ‘Gay News’ for obscenity. 30 years ago

A self appointed guardian of public ‘morals’, Mary Whitehouse had long campaigned against the ‘filth’ on television and what she saw as the corruption of moral values. In 1977, she invoked an ancient British blasphemy law to take legal action against the London paper ‘Gay News’ which had printed ‘The Loves that Dares to Speak Its Name’, a poem by James Kirkup. The poem depicts a sexual relationship between a Roman centurion and the crucified body of Christ. The case drew national attention and polarised much opinion. In July, a London Jury found the paper and its editor, Denis Lemon guilty. Both were fined and Lemon was given a suspended sentence. An appeal in 1978 was dismissed. The fear of prosecution over this poem raised its head again in 2002 when, during a BBC series on censorship, Joan Bakewell risked prosecution for reading some of the same poem on air. Despite mutterings, the fears were unwarranted, although they did provoke a public demonstration against censorship. 

1972 Natalie Clifford Barney, died 35 years ago American - French author, Pensees d'une amazone (1920) (see A Perilous Advantage: The Best of Natalie Clifford Barney). 

1982 Male homosexuality was decriminalised in Northern Ireland. 25 years ago 

1982 The Terrence Higgins Trust was launched, 25 years ago - Named after one of the first men in the UK to have died with AIDS. 

1987 A lesbian Centre was opened on October 16th within the women’s centre on Chaucer Street Nottingham 20 years ago 

1992  15 years ago - Lesbian filmmaker, Debra Chasnoff, receives Academy Award for Best Documentary, Short Subject, for her film, DEADLY DECEPTION: GENERAL ELECTRIC, NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND OUR ENVIRONMENT, and makes additional history when she thanks her lesbian life partner from the podium.  

1992 Margarethe Cammermeyer, former Colonel of the Washington State National Guard, discharged dishonourably based solely on her admission that she is a lesbian. 15 years ago

1992 Lesbian Avengers founded in New York founded 15 years ago

1992 Audre Lorde dies of cancer  15 years ago Poet and writer, who's works included The Cancer Journals; A Burst of Light; Zami, a New Spelling of My Name; The Marvellous Arithmetic of Distance and co-founder of Kitchen Table Women of Color Press,

1997 Ellen" becomes the first prime-time television program to have its main character come out as a lesbian 10 years ago

1997 Johnnie Phelps, dies 10 years ago - Decorated WWII Veteran, Feminist and Gay Rights Activist, widely remembered for her conversation with Gen. Eisenhower in the film documentary "Before Stonewall".

1997 Stephen Lawrence Inquiry 10 years ago - Rt Hon Jack Straw announces an inquiry into Stephen's death, chaired by Sir William Macpherson 10 years ago. The Criminal Justice System begins to address hate crime and works with members of the Black, and LGBT communities to tackle hate crime.

1997 SOUTH AFRICA:  10 years ago Becomes the first country in the world to introduce legislation to outlaw discrimination based on sexual orientation into its constitution.

