Things to celebrate, commemorate or commiserate in 2008

Events

1928 - Women get the vote in Britain on the same terms as men. Many of the suffragettes were lesbian or bisexual; the most famous being the musician Ethel Smythe http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/history/ethelsmythe.htm
1928 - The Well of Loneliness by Radclyffe Hall is published. This sparks great legal controversy and brings the topic of homosexuality to public conversation.
1958 - The Homosexual Law Reform Society is founded in the United Kingdom; Barbara Gittings founds the New York chapter of Daughters of Bilitis.
1978 - San Francisco Supervisor Harvey Milk and Mayor George Moscone are assassinated by former Supervisor Dan White; The Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras for the first time; The rainbow flag is first used as a symbol of homosexual pride; Sweden establishes a uniform age of consent. Samois the earliest known lesbian-feminist BDSM organization is founded in San Francisco; well-known members of the group include Pat Califia and Gayle Rubin; the group is among the very earliest advocates of what came to be known as sex-positive feminism.
1988 - Sweden is the first country to pass laws protecting homosexual regarding social services, taxes, and inheritances. Section 28 passes in England and Wales; Scotland enacts almost identical legislation; Canadian MP Svend Robinson comes out; Canada lowers the age of consent for sodomy to 18; Belize and Israel decriminalize (de jure) sodomy and sexual acts between men (the relevant section in the old British-mandate law from 1936 was never enforced in Israel). 
1998 - Matthew Shepard is murdered; The Employment Equality Act is introduced in Ireland, covering wrongful dismissal based on the grounds of sexual orientation; Sexual orientation is read into the IRPA, Alberta's human rights act, through Vriend v. Alberta; Ecuador is the third country in the world to explicitly prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation; Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chile, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan legalize homosexuality; Croatia and Latvia equalize the age of consent. Cyprus decriminalizes homosexuality; 

Births and Deaths

1788 Lord Byron born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Byron  
1908 Quentin Crisp born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quentin_Crisp 
1908 Simone de Beauvoir born  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simone_de_Beauvoir
1908 Sir Michael Redgrave born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Redgrave
1918 Leonard Berstein born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_Bernstein
1928 – Edward Albee born  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Albee  
1928 Andy Warhol born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andy_Warhol
1928 James Ivory born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Ivory_%28director%29
1928 Maureen Colhoun Britain’s first openly lesbian MP http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maureen_Colquhoun 

1938 Lynn Conway born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lynn_Conway
1938 Rudolhf Nureyev born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudolf_Nureyev
1938 Sir Derek Jacobi born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derek_Jacobi
1948 Christopher Biggins born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Biggins  

1958 – Neil Bartlett playwright and director born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neil_Bartlett_%28playwright%29
1958 Ellen de Generes born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellen_DeGeneres 

1958 Jeanette Winterson born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeanette_Winterson
1958 Keith Haring born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keith_Haring
1958 Lea De Laria born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lea_DeLaria 

1958 Sandi Toksvig born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandi_Toksvig
1968 – Antony Asquith filmdirector dies http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Asquith
1968 Jonathan Harvey born http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Harvey
1968 Tallulah Bankhead dies http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tallulah_Bankhead
1988 Divine dies http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_%28Glen_Milstead%29 

1988 Kenneth Williams dies http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Williams
1998 Jackie Forster dies http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackie_Forster 

1998 Justin Fashanu commits suicide http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justin_Fashanu  

1998 Simon Nkoli dies http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_Nkoli
