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LGBT Anniversaries 2009
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1179 [830]

R.I.P. Hildegard of Bingen (abbess, composer, philosopher and more) dies this year. http://www.glbtq.com/arts/hildegard_bingen.html
renaissance
1519 [490]
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1559 [450]
Earliest documented medical definition of the clitoris - De re anatomica (On Things Anatomical) by Matteo Renaldo Columbo. Yes, it took the men in charge that long to work it out and write it down! On a similar topic, quite recently an otherwise well-educated young gay man asked me whether women could have orgasms. Let’s hope the new sex education curriculum does a bit better in future!
1564 [445]
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The eighteenth century
1739 [270]
Lady Eleanor Butler (1739-1829), one of the Ladies of Llangollen, is born this year – see 1824 for more info
1714 [295]
Queen Anne dies on 1st August this year

1744 [265] 

1759 [250]



Mary Wollstonecraft (writer, philosopher and feminist) born in London on 27th April this 
year. (Dies 1797)

The nineteenth century
1824 [185]
This year Wordsworth dedicates a sonnet entitled The Vale of Friendship to the ladies of Llangollen – two aristocratic Anglo-Irish ladies [Lady Eleanor Butler (1739-1829) and The Honourable Sarah Ponsonby (1755–1831)] who defied their families and the prospect of marriage, and fled to Wales to live an independent life together for more than fifty years. More on the Ladies and their famous friends:  www.glbtq.com/literature/butler_ponsonby.html  
Wordsworth’s sonnet is available here: www.everypoet.com/Archive/poetry/William_Wordsworth/william_wordsworth_705.htm 
1829 [180]
R.I.P. Lady Eleanor Butler (1739-1829), one of the Ladies of Llangollen, dies this year – see 1824 for more info

1844 [165]
Gerard Manley Hopkins (poet) born in Stratford, Essex on 28th July this year (Dies 1889)
1849 [160]
R.I.P. Frederic Chopin (composer) dies on 17th October this year
1874 [135]



1879 [130]
E. M. Forster (writer) born in London on 1st January this year (dies 1970)
1874 [135]
Happy Birthday A E Houseman (poet and classical scholar), born in Bromsgrove, Worcestershire on 26th March this year! (Dies 1936)

1869 [140]
First published use of the term ‘homosexuality’ (Homosexualitat) by Karoly Maria Kertbeny, a German-Hungarian campaigner
1889 [120]
The Cleveland Street Scandal erupts in England when a homosexual male brothel is uncovered in Soho. Lord Arthur Somerset, equerry to the Prince of Wales, was one of the clients present at the time of the raid. The scandal and subsequent trial was formative of attitudes towards homosexuality at the time.
Ruth Ellis (African-American LGBT rights activist and longest-lived out lesbian) born in Illinois on July 23rd of this year. (Dies in 2000, aged 101!)
1899 [110]



The twentieth century
1909 [100]

Renee Vivien (British poet who wrote in French, born Pauline Mary Tarn) dies on 18th November this year. She lived in Paris for the majority of her adult years and was open about her lesbian identity. Vivien was cultivated and very well-travelled, especially for a woman of the period. She spent time in Egypt, visited China, and explored much of the Middle East, as well as Europe and America. One of her relationships was with American heiress and writer Natalie Clifford Barney.
1919 [90]
Anders als die Andern (see http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0009878/ ) the 1st known "gay" film is released this year – see also 1929
Liberace (Polish-Italian American pianist and entertainer), born on May 16th this year (dies in 1987) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberace#Lawsuits_and_alleged_homosexuality
1929 [80]

Die Büchse der Pandora (see http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0018737/ ) the 1st known "lesbian" film is released this year – see also 1919



R.I.P. Edward Carpenter (poet, social philosopher, and pioneering supporter of many progressive causes) dies on 28th June this year. Edward Carpenter was a radical socialist activist throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. In his writings, he tore into the decadent middle classes and capitalism with fervour. He supported feminism, vegetarianism and the environment, among other things. He was also an active, open, campaigning homosexual, with a live-in partner, George Merrill, and this is why the Establishment has tried to forget him, and his life and works have hitherto been discussed only among those in the know. For lots more on Carpenter, see www.edwardcarpenterforum.org , a review of the new biography of his life in The Guardian (LINK www.guardian.co.uk/books/2008/nov/01/edward-carpenter ), and an article by his biographer Sheila Rowbotham (LINK) on the History Month website
1934 [75]

1939 [70]
Happy Birthday Sir Ian McKellen (actor, gay activist, patron of LGBT History Month, and co-founder of Stonewall) born in Burnley on 25th May this year! Received an OBE in 1999 

www.glbtq.com/arts/springfield_d.html
Dusty Springfield (iconic 1960’s British soul singer), born in London on 16th April this year (dies 1999)



The iconic film The Wizard of Oz is released on 25th August this year
R.I.P. Ma Rainey (pioneering black American blues singer) dies on 22nd December this year www.glbtq.com/arts/rainey_g.html
1944 [65]

1949 [60]
John Curry OBE (gold medal-winning olympic figure skater) born on 9th September this year in Birmingham. (Died 1994.) One of the very few brave gay elite athletes to come out while still competing,  in 1976 – an astoundingly successful year for him, winning gold at the Winter Olympics in Innsbruck as well as winning the World and European Championships
Happy Birthday Simon Callow CBE (actor and writer) born on 15th June this year in Streatham (London)!




1954 [55]
Happy Birthday Neil Tennant (pop singer of The Pet Shop Boys), born in North Shields on 10th July this year! (see also 1959)
1959 [50]
Happy Birthday Jeannette Winterson OBE (writer and grocer’s shop owner) born in Manchester on August 27th this year! (see also 1989) www.jeanettewinterson.com 

Happy Birthday Julie Birchill (journalist and writer), born on 2nd July in Bristol this year! Birchill wrote the novel Sugar Rush, about teenage lesbian Kim growing up in Brighton, on which the Channel 4 drama was based (aired 2005)
1964 [45]
First British lesbian magazine Arena Three begins publication (1964 private subscription, 1969 from newsagents)

Happy Birthday Waheed Alli (media entrepreneur and politician, out gay Muslim) born in Norwood (South London)on 16th November this year! http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Alli 
Happy Birthday Andy Bell (singer in band Erasure), born in Peterborough on 25th April this year! See also Neil Tennant 1954)
1969 [40]
One of the most significant events in the 20th century history of LGB civil rights, the Stonewall Riots, begins in New York on the night of 27th/28th June. Following the riots a plethora of gay and lesbian organisations sprang up in the US and around the world including the Campaign for Homosexual Equality (CHE) in Britain. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonewall_riots
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Campaign_for_Homosexual_Equality 

R.I.P Judy Garland (performer and camp icon) dies on June 22nd this year

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judy_Garland_as_gay_icon 
1974 [35]
Jan Morris CBE (eminent war correspondent, travel writer, journalist and mother) publishes Conundrum  - the first trans memoir to reach a mainstream (i.e. straight non-trans) audience

Foundation of the London Lesbian and Gay Switchboard on March 4th this year! www.llgs.org.uk/aboutus 

Foundation of the Gay Outdoor Club: www.goc.org.uk 
Women’s Liberation Movement added lesbian equality to their list of demands: An end to discrimination against lesbians/the right to a self-defined sexuality. First lesbian Women’s Liberation Movement conference held (Canterbury, spring).

www.feministarchivenorth.org.uk/chronology/1974-1.htm
Happy Birthday Matt Lucas (comedian and actor, star of Little Britain) born in London on 5th March this year!
1979 [30]
Happy Birthday Amelie Mauresmo (French tennis player) born on 5th July this year!



Happy Birthday Rhona Cameron (comedian), born in Dundee on 27th September this year!

Gay Life, the first ever gay TV series, is commissioned for British TV by London Weekend Television.




1984 [25]
Lesbian History Group founded
Lesbian Archives Collective founded
Hooray! Chris Smith, MP for Islington South in London, is the first MP ever to come out as gay while in office! He receives a 5-minute standing ovation at the Labour Party meeting in Rugby at which he makes the announcement
Gay Times began publication in May this year
1989 [20]
Denmark is the first country in the world to enact registered partnership laws for same-sex couples, with most of the same rights as marriage. The World Out Games in Copenhagen in July 2009 will celebrate this 20-year anniversary: www.copenhagen2009.org/



The Stonewall Group is set up to oppose Section 28 and other blocks to equality for lesbian women, bisexual people and gay men. Founder members include Ian McKellen and Michael Cashman: www.stonewall.org.uk
R.I.P. Christine Jorgensen (US trans activist and performer), dies on May 3rd 1989 this year. Her transition was the first that was widely publicised. Since Jorgensen’s began her surgical reassignment in the 1950s popular understanding and media coverage of trans people has, in some instances, improved. Still room for improvement though!
The first broadcast of Channel 4’s Out on Thursday (later called OUT) is on Valentine’s Day this year
European Gay and Lesbian Sport Federation is founded in September this year:  www.eglsf.info
R.I.P. Sir Laurence Olivier (actor and director) dies on 11th July this year
1994 [15]



1999 [10]
In May this year the Sex Discrimination (Gender Reassignment) regulations come into force. See the Press For Change website for commentary on the strengths, weaknesses of this and other regulations affecting trans people: www.pfc.org.uk
On 30 April, a bomb explodes in the Admiral Duncan, a gay pub in Old Compton Street, Soho. It is the third in a series of bombs targeted at minorities by a lone extremist. Three people die and several are injured.
Immigration policy changes, meaning that same-sex couples only needed to fulfil a two year, rather than four, probationary period
European Court of Human Rights overturns the ban on gays and lesbians in the armed forces
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The Children’s Society lifts their five-year ban on lesbian and gay fostering and adoption following a statement by Dame Butler-Sloss, Chair of the Family Law Division, that LGB people are equally as eligible to parent as heterosexual people
The House of Lords rules that same-sex partners should be treated as family and have the right to succeed a tenancy
Angela Mason receives an OBE for “services to the homosexual community” and appeared in the Observer’s 300 most powerful people in the UK (see also 1944)
Dusty Springfield (singer) receives OBE – see also 1939
London Metropolitan Police launch initiative against hate crimes, including homophobic crime



Hilary Swank wins Best Actress Oscar for her role in Boys Don’t Cry, film based on the true story of trans man Brandon Teena 
2004 [5]
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The Civil Partnership Act (2004) is passed, prior to coming into effect in 2005

The first series of The L Word - a popular drama series about the lives and loves of a group of lesbians living in L.A. - is broadcast. In some ways a significant boost for the visibility of lesbians, and enjoyed by many, it is not universally loved by any means. Characters and their lives are highly glamorised which has led to the series being compared to 80s drama Dallas. Designed for consumption by a mainstream heterosexual (male) audience, many lesbians feel unrepresented by The L Word. Even so, some of them can’t help getting hooked. It is reported that the series to be aired in 2009 will be its last. www.afterellen.com/TV/thelword 
New York Times publishes an article on the several gay penguin couples in Manhattan Zoo, and especially Roy and Silo who successfully incubated, hatched and raised their adopted chick Tango. The penguins inspired the children’s book: And Tango Makes Three. The article provides interesting examples of homosexual behaviour observed in many other species [see it at www.gayheroes.com/penguins]. For further information on And Tango Makes Three and other children’s books featuring themes on identity and family see the No Outsiders project at www.nooutsiders.sunderland.ac.uk/teachers  
Many thanks for contributions from Annie Beaumont, Chris Park and Jan Warner.

Sources in addition to the links listed above: 

A Lesbian History of Britain, Rebecca Jennings, Greenwood World Publishing, 2007

The Queer Encyclopedia of Music, Dance and Musical Theatre

Afterellen.com 
womenslibrary.org.uk 
ourstoryscotland.org.uk

bbc.co.uk
gaysport.info

www.home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~wyatt/celebs-list
A great starting place to inspire your LGBT History Month event for February 2009.


 


Below are some of 2009’s anniversaries – births, deaths, publications, foundations, legislations (OK, I know that’s not a word but I had to make it rhyme), justices, injustices, rebellions, tragedies, and celebrations!





Let us know if we’ve missed any! Also, the entries we’ve elaborated on are somewhat arbitrary – if you have any further details you’d like to add, do drop us an email. 








R.I.P. Leonardo da Vinci (Italian engineer, painter, anatomist, musician … 


you get the idea) dies on 2nd May 1519. Even if you think you’re not 


interested, check out the excellent and hilarious profile of him at 


www.gayheroes.com ! 


(They also do similar pages on various awesome lesbians.)








William Shakespeare (almost certainly no introduction required!) is baptised on 26th April this year (dies 1616). For a brief discussion of the importance of exploring the controversy surrounding Shakespeare’s identity, check out the late co-chair of LGBT History Month, Paul Patrick, interviewed on Radio 4’s Today Programme: � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/today/listenagain/ram/today3_lesbians_20050121.ram" �here�


Christopher "Kit" Marlowe (dramatist and poet) is also baptised this year on 26th February (dies 1593)








An account of the life – and death - of Italian lesbian Catherine Vizzani is written in Sienna this year. Breve storia delle vita di Catterina Vizzani  by Giovanni Battista Bianchi, a surgeon, was subtitled “A young gentlewoman native of Rome, who for many years past in the habit of a man; was killed for an amour with a young lady; and found on dissection a true virgin”. The account, whilst very much of its time and place in Bianchi’s characterisation of Vizzani as indecent and abnormal, nevertheless describes a very interesting life. A translation of the account is available here: �HYPERLINK "http://rictornorton.co.uk/eighteen/vizzani.htm"��http://rictornorton.co.uk/eighteen/vizzani.htm� 





R.I.P. George Frederick Handel, hailed as the greatest composer of his day, dies this year on 14th April and is buried in Westminster Abbey.  His sexuality is disputed – for a fun and irreverent starting point to explore the controversy around the LGBT identities of historical figures, see Handel’s profile on www.gayheroes.com (Especially the “Was George…?” box in the third (red) section!)








Gertrude Stein (American writer and important 20th Century artistic catalyst), born on Feb 


3rd this year (dies 1946). This is a fun and interesting website about Stein and her long-term partner Alice B. Toklas: � HYPERLINK "http://www.gayheroes.com/gertrude" �www.gayheroes.com/gertrude� and more seriously: www.glbtq.com/literature/stein_g.html








Noel Coward (iconic actor, playwright, and composer of popular music), born on 16th December this year (dies 1973). � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noel_Coward" �http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noel_Coward�








Lynne Braithwaite BEM (RAF engineer and trans activist) born in the Lake District on July 1st this year (dies 12th August 2008). � HYPERLINK "http://www.lynnesdiaries.freeserve.co.uk" �www.lynnesdiaries.freeserve.co.uk� contains Lynne’s diaries and further links.





Happy Birthday Sir Peter Maxwell Davies (leading British composer, Master of the Queen’s Music since 1994), born in Salford on 8th September this year! http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Maxwell_Davies





Alan Bates (actor) born in Allestree, Derbyshire on February 17th this year. One-time lover of John Curry – see 1949. (Dies 2003)





Happy Birthday Alan Bennett (author and playwright) born in Leeds on 9th May this year! http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Bennett








Happy Birthday Angela Mason OBE (equality campaigner) born in High Wycombe on 19th August! Director of Stonewall 1992-2002, Director of the government’s Women and Equality Unit 2003-2007, and has been Chair of the Fawcett Society � HYPERLINK "http://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk" �www.fawcettsociety.org.uk�


Happy Birthday Michael Tilson Thomas (composer and conductor) born this year! http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Tilson_Thomas








Happy Birthday Pedro Almodovar (amazing Spanish film director) born on 24th September this year!











Happy Birthday Chris Lowe (musician in The Pet Shop Boys), born in Blackpool on 4th October this year! (see also Neil Tennant 1954). The Pet Shop Boys have sold 50 million records since they signed to Parlophone in 1985 with four No 1 singles, 22 top 10 hits and a staggering 39 top 30 singles making them one of the most successful pop duos ever. Tennant and Lowe will be honoured with an Outstanding Contribution To Music Award at the 2009 Brit Awards in February (which is also LGBT History Month)








Foundation of the Gay and Lesbian Humanist Association in August this year: � HYPERLINK "http://www.galha.org/" �www.galha.org/�





Foundation of Schools OUT - campaigning for LGBT equality in education: � HYPERLINK "http://www.schools-out.org.uk" �www.schools-out.org.uk� 








Happy Birthday Sue Perkins (comedian and winner of BBC Maestro) born in East Dulwich (London) on 22nd September this year!








This year sees the publication of Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, one of the most well-known and important British novels featuring a lesbian main character. See interesting interview about it on Winterson’s excellent website (see 1959 for details)











Hooray! This year Ian Roberts, British-born professional Rugby League player, comes out while signed to the Manly-Warringah Sea Eagles in Australia!








House of Commons agrees on amendment to the Greater London Authority Bill to cover equal opportunities





The Gender Recognition Act (2004) comes into force on 1st July, giving trans people the legal right to live in their identified gender. It is not without controversy within trans and genderqueer communities. For example, the Act  only supports those who have undergone, are undergoing, or intend to undergo reassignment surgery, thus offering no recognition of or protection to those under the age of eighteen, those with fluid or non-binary gender identities, nor those not wishing to undergo surgical reassignment











