The Rainbow and the Drum

Comparisons in the experiences of LGBT of Native American People

ARRIVAL OF GUESTS

· Drinks

· Music played by Native American musicians and those of significant Native American ancestry – traditional music (powwow drummers, Carlos Nakai etc) and popular artists (Tina Turner, Tori Amos, Crystal Gale, Robbie Robertson etc)

INTRODUCTION

· Setting the scene – how the comparisons were made – explainng the content of the seminar

· Highlight the differences

COMPARISONS

· Use and misuse of language to create false representations

· AIDS and the epidemics of Smallpox, Measles etc

LGBT NATIVE AMERICANS

· Historical context and variety of LGBT identities within Native America

· Perceptions of Difference

· Conflict with Euro-American perception of difference (in regards sexuality and gender orientation)

DEVELOPMENT INTO AN ADULT

· Illustrate the similarities that exist between contemporary Native American young people and LGBT young people

· Reference back to the music played at the beginning and the associations with ‘invisibility’

· Education/ Indoctrination/ Resistance

· Effects of oppression

VICTIMS OF STEREOTYPING

· Social attitudes (past and present) towards LGBT and Native American people

· The effects of various legislation (Section 28; The Dawes Act etc)

· Homophobia

ACTIVISM

· Rise of activist and lobbying groups (AIM; GLF; Alcatraz; Stonewall Riots)

CONCLUSION

· Where are we now?

· What has changed?

· Unsung Heroes

· Statement by Ovide Mercredi – First Chief of the National Assembly of First Nations



NOTES:

· The seminar involves verbal presentations, quotes from books and excerpts from videos

· The nature of the seminar means that people are able to pose questions, contribute and discuss

· The whole seminar generally takes 2 – 3 hours (depending upon level of participant engagement) and is best conducted either as one session with a 20 minute break or as two consecutive seminar – i.e. two separate seminars held on consecutive evenings/ afternoons



