Queer London

Saturday 4 February

A day of talk, discussion and debate on different aspects of gay and lesbian history in London, at the Museum of London.

Morning session chaired by Dr Darryl McIntyre, Director of Public Programmes, Museum of London

12noon   Welcome and Introduction, Dr Darryl McIntyre

12.05      LGBT History Month, Paul Patrick, Co-Chair, LGBT History Month Steering Group

12.15     ‘A New City of Friends' London and Homosexuality in the 

 1890s, Dr Matt Cook, Birkbeck, University of London

12.45    ‘Which is the rooster, which is the hen?’  Female Masculinities in London’s Gay

 Twenties” Professor Laura Doan, University of Manchester

1.15 Lunch (not provided)

Afternoon session chaired by Peter Tatchell

1.45   
Perils and Pleasures in interwar London, Dr Matt Houlbrook, University of 

  
Liverpool

2.15 Gay and Lesbian London: The fifties and sixties, Alkarim Jivani, journalist and broadcaster
2.45 
Break

3.00  
The Ladies of Llangollen: The London dimension, Jack Gilbert, Executive Director, Proud Heritage

3.25 Alchemy, Maureen Duffy reads from her latest novel, set in London in 1603 and   

 
2003, and covering themes of fraud, witchcraft, lesbian life and disappointed love

3.050 Questions and discussion, led by Peter Tatchell

4.15 
Study day ends

4.30 Queer is Here, exhibition opening, Museum of London – all study day participants 

invited

5pm 
Performance by the London Gay Mens Chorus

Speaker Biographies:

Dr Matt Houlbrook, University of Liverpool, works on the social and cultural history of 20th century Britain, with particular emphasis on gender, sexualities and modern urban life. His book Queer London: Space, Identities and Male Practices, 1918-57 was published in September 2005. 

Dr Matt Cook is a cultural historian teaching at Birkbeck, and specializing in the history of sexuality and the history of London in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. His most recent book is London and the Culture of Homosexuality, 2003.

Alkarim Jivani is the television editor for the London arts and entertainment magazine Time Out. Born in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and educated in Tanzania, Kenya, and the United Kingdom, he graduated from the University of Sussex with a degree in philosophy and literature. In 1997, he published It's not Unusual: A History of Lesbian and Gay Britain in the Twentieth Century which dealt with gay and lesbian history, fashion and slang. 

Maureen Duffy is a novelist, poet, and playwright, and one of the first lesbians in Britain to come out publicly. Brought up in the East End of London, her father walked out of the family when she was two months old, and her mother died of tuberculosis when she was 14. Maureen is the author of many acclaimed novels, and is President of the Gay and Lesbian Humanist Association.

Peter Tatchell is one of the country’s best known campaigners for gay rights, sexual freedom and human rights. In more than 30 years of political activism and writing, he has helped develop new analyses and theories of queer emancipation, contributed to changing public opinion and overturning homophobic discrimination. Peter is the author of six books and over 3,000 published articles, many of which have presented heretical, innovative ideas on issues of sexuality and sexual human rights.

Dr Laura Doan is Professor of Cultural History and Sexuality Studies at the University of Manchester. She works in the history of sexuality, with a special interest in modern lesbian cultures. She is the author of Fashioning Sapphism: The Origins of a Modern English Lesbian Culture, published in 2001.

Jack Gilbert is the Executive Director of Proud Heritage (Further details to follow)

